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_ CScrebegynneth ebokeofthe Cyte ok Ladyes / the 
Whiche bokeis deuyded into.1h.partes.The fyz6 par: 
te telleth howe and by whom the walle and the cioyſtre 
aboute the Cyte was made. The ſecondepartetelleth 
howe andby whomthe cyte wag buylded within and 
peopled./The thpzde parte telleth howe and by whom 
. thehyghebactylmentes ofthe towzes were parſytely 
made/and whatnovle ladyes were ozdepned to dWell 
in byghe palapces and hyghe dongeons. Ind þ kyrſt 
chapytwFtelleth hoe and by whomand by what mo⸗ 
upngethefſapd cytevoas made, 
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CHerebegynneththe table of the fyzſte 

parte of this pꝛeſent boke, — 
| C They chapytretellethhoweandby whom 
| + theCyteofLadyes was tyzſte begon-to buylde, 
"ENrtitr x# Capitulo. " Primo. 
—u 4 ¶xpinetelleth howe.iij.ladyes appered ĩo her/ 
—— # Howelhep wentebefozereaſoned with her tyrſte 
LY On þ 4 andcomfoztedherofthe dyſpleaſurethatſhehad 
(jy 1 —— |. Capitulo, : . Dccundo. 
WR NED | # OCxoineſazthhowethat the lady that reatoned 
SE [RET 4 Withherdevyſed what was herpzopyyetea wher 
IRE NZ | oflheſcrued/andtoldeherhowelhe lholdebuyl- 
d) | Np WAN & DdeacyteWithphelpeof thele.iy.iladpes.Ca, 11. 
Cxpine tellethhowe theladp deupſed to her the 
Cytethat was commytted toherto make andy 
the was tabled to helpeherto begyn the walies 
andthe cloyſtre aboute)and aftertoldcherherna 
me.Capitulo. Ut. 
Cxpinetclleth howe the ſeconde lady tolde her 
her name / and wheroffheſerued/thowelhe ol 
de helpe her to make the maſonrye of the Cyte of 
LadyeB.Ca, v. 
S = F CAl'oXpine telleth howe the thyzde lady tolde 
Nos NE >| her what lhe was and wherfoze lheferned/anv 
SO —C SA | howelhe woldehelpeherto makethe hyghe ba- 
NS A >=: 7 taplmentes ofthe towzes ofher Cyteandtopeo 


FJ Xx & | S SJ þ Pleitwithnobleladyes.Ca, v 
7© DOE << | 4 C.Ullo #pinetcllethhoWelhe ſpaketothethze 


ves 


jo 

la 

EL Mt de rr DDD (4 dyes.Ca. vij. 
| | Cyteof1a. | Aa.ij. 
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inejelleth-howe he commaunde- | Cf. ypemoderoſpgood knyght Thyer — bh: 
Cyr rpineelothbowe by the dygge thee: 7 Frey i — Ir : o 
— the faundement. Ca. equeneo neeFredegonde.Ca-ttit, — ou 
Fi Xjunetelleth — — De ggedis t erthe ©; « Ofthemapde Camplie.Ca. : nh — Cams 
Coe queſty LSE (OTE 7 COfÞ9quenegteronycle of Capadoce.Ca.rmiiy. — 
— Heaton yet —— noble SOT ene tC hee 7 Aotewepar 
— ens and antes COfthehardyneſſeof Cleolis. Ca. Ley Claole 
J Capil - CxfinedemaundethofReaſonyfeuergod lyſte 
; C ne demayndethof of Reaſon wherfoze tis: . tomakea womanſonobletohaueonp vnderits 
| es ods not inthe@egeotpleadynge | dynge of the hyghnelle of ſcyence.Ca txvij. 
|  COfthewomen that were enlumyned of grete — 
LE Colic ſpcketh o of the Emp tle Nychole/and - ſcpences and fy;lte ofthenoblemayds Coznyye, Conf oh 
', [****" after of dyuers noble quenes and pxyncelſesok © Capitulo, i, 
4 req aenealFraunce whiche was named | COfSaphopocteandphyotipne.Ca. Ar! © 
: OY D eq [1 Js its © O- 
d 6 cdegonde COſthe mayde Manthoa.Ca. xxxi. woke : 









dame Reaſon-Ca. = 
— Of queneDemmanys.Ca, 


— audhowe che.ij. 
—* had ; 


Troye.Ca. 
fCenobyequene ofPalmurenes.Ca, 
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nde.Ca, Miſs 
COfaltercacyonsand argumentes of — 
+ [2 
xv. 
Amoʒoues. Ca· xvj. : manthat founde ony thpnge ofherſelfe that was 
f$ queneofAmozonyeThamaris.Ca. rvij. : 
Home the rongeHercules@# Theſcus Wwente ; 
We | COfYynernethat foundemanyſcyences/and i 
ea themanereto ol _ 


Eve queneF Pantſhienhowelhe wont | 


C.Of Wedeaandanother quene named Cyrtes 
Capitulo, C72 S Bs 


xxxij. 
Cxpine aſketh of Reaſon yf there was euer Wo. 


not knowne befoze/andlhetoldcherofNycoſtra — 
te otherwyſe called Carmentis.¶a. 57 


Capitulo. 
| COftheryghtnoblequene Seres.Ca, — 
; COfthenoblequene Jſes that kounde kyrſie the Ef 
crafteto make Dzcharde and to plante plantes, -' C 
Cyteof La, Aa.i ij. 


ee 





[ 










Tabula, 


+ 


de by dpuers ladyes Ca. 

Cot the ſame.Capitulo. xxxzvitj. 
C ©fthe maydenArenyethatfounde the crafte 
to lhere theepe/to dzellethe wolles / andtomake 
clothe.Ca. 


KLE 

COfPamphylethat foundethecraftetodzawe * 

ſplic ofthe wozmes.Ca. x. 
Of 'Thamar 





Capitulo xxrvſ. 
CDfthe grete welthe that is come tothe — 


that was a ſouerayne mayitreſſe 


T 
Le crafte ofpayntynge/andofanothernamed 
Jrapne.Ca, xij. 
Ailo it ſpeke ol Sempzoyne.Ca. rlij. 
C Il(oXpinc aſkethofReabnyfnaturall pzude 
cc bein woman. Ca. xliij. 
¶ Allo it ſpeketh ofGayeCyyyle.Ca. xiv. 
CIlſoit ſpckethoktheaduyle of Dydoqueneof 
Cartage.Ca. | rivje 
-CXifoit ſpekethlok Opys.Ca. rivij, 
CIlſo of Laupnedoughterof thekynge Latyn. 


¶ Thus endeth the table. 


¶ Here after foloweth the Pꝛologue 
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Pe oo a 







ZFHDekyndly entente/ ofcucry gentylman 
12214 the furtheraunce/ ofall gentylneſſe. 
And topocure /inall thateuerye can. 
E402 toreneWwe/allnoble wozthpneſſe. 
EAYLYS This dapiy is ſene /at our eye expꝛeſſe. 

Ofnob 






lemen/that do endyte and rede. 
In bokes olde/theyz worthy myndcs to fede, 


CSonoweoflate/camein my cuſtodye. 
This fozeſapd boke/by Bzyan Anſlap, 

yoman ofthe ſeller/with the epght kynge Henry 
Ofgentylwomen/theexcellence to ſay 

The whiche F lyked/but yet Imade delay 

Jt to impeſle/fox that itis the guyſe. 
NOfpeople lewde/they2 pꝛoweſſe todyſpyſe. 


CBut then J ſhewed/the fozeſayd boke ___ 
Untompylozde-thegentylEtleofkente/7 #2; 
Indhymrequyzed/theron toloke. | f-{:65+* 
withhis counſayle/toputitintopzente S585 
Ind he fozthwithas cuerdylygente _ 
Ofladyes (abzode) to ſpzede theyzropall fame. 
Exhozted me/to pzynte it inhis name. 






' Cand Jobeyenge gladly his inſtaunce 


Hane done mp deuopze/of it to make an ende 
Pzapengehis loꝛdſhyp / with others ſhall chaunce, 
Nnittorede/thefautes foz to amende. 

Ffonpy be/foz do fapne intende. 


| Gladly topleaſe.and wylfullyremytte 


| This ozdzerude/tothemthathauc frcſſhe wytte. 


¶ Thus endeththe pzologuc. 
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ere begynneth the fyzſte chapytreWhichetel- 
hy howe Ty whome the Cyte of Ladyes was 


. fyzſtbegonto bupide, Capitulo, a> Paimo. 


XZ, Fter the maner that Jhaue moche 
31.9 in vſage/andto that thyngeWhiche 
A the excercyſe ofmplyfeis mooſt dyC 
| poſed/that is toknowein the haun 
-NXA8Y tynge of ſtudye.On aday as was 
ſyttynge in mp lytell celldpuers bokes of dyucrs 
matters abouteme. Pyneentente was atthat 
tymeto trauayleand to gatherin tomy conſayte 
the wayenge of dyuers lentences of dyners auc⸗ 
tours by my longe tyme befoze ſſudyed.J dzeſſed 
my vyfage towarde thole fozeſayd bokes /thyn- 
kyngeas koz o tymeto leue in peas ſubtyll thyn- 
ges /  todyſpozteme fox toloke vpon ſome pica- 
ſaunt boke ofthe wꝛytynge offome poetes / #aS 
Jwasinthisentente Jſcrched aboute me aftcr 
fomep2aty boke/x ofaduenture came aftraunge 
bokein to my handes that was takentometoke 
pe/J opened this bokeand Jſawe byy imtytula- 
cyon that it called hym Mathcolus,Then in lau | 
ghynge bycauſe Jhad not ſene hym/and oftcuty 
mes J had herdeſpekeofhym that he ſholde not 
ſpecks well of thercucrence of women. J thought 
thatin maner offolace Þwolde vyſpte hym · And 
yet Jhadnotloked longe on hym but y my good 
moder that bareme called meto the rcfeceyon of 
Cyteof a, Bb.j. 











in p mozowefolowynge 4 ſatemeag 
ſtudyas Jdyde of cuſſome Jforgate it 
my wplltoeffectepcametomeP nyghtbefozeto 
vyſpte» fozeſayd boke of Patheolug. Aydthen 
Log a torede#topzoſedeinhym.ButK&n 
med p matter was not ryght pleaſaunttopcople 





o delyted themnotincupyllſayenge/nozitwas of 


no pꝛofyte to ony edykyengeof vertue / leynge the 


wordes athe matters dyſhoneſtof whiche itton 


ched vyſptynge here a there / a ſo came to j endeJ 
lcftehym #toke hedeofmozehygher mattergx of 
more pzofpte / yet the ſyght of this fozcſapd boke. 
howebeitthathewas ofnonc auctozytcit engẽ 
dred in me a newe thought / whiche made grete 
mcruayleto growein mp courage / #thynkynge 
What myghtbe the cauſe andWherofitmyghtco. 
methatſomanydpuers menclerkes andothers. 
haue ben and ben enclynedtoſaybymouthe/xin 
theyz treatyſeand wꝛytynges ſo many ſlaundres 
and blames of women and of theyz condycyong 
not onely one oz twapnenoz this Matheolug;- 
Whicheamonge others hathnomanerofreputa- 
cyonand treatcthinmaner of ſcomne/but general 
iymalltreatyſcs ofphyloſphzes/poctes / and all 

rethorycyens/Whiche ſholdebe longe to reherce. 
all thepz names /ſpeketh ag it were byone mou⸗ 
theand accordeth all in ſemble concluſpon deter- 
mpupngethaty condycyongofwomenben fully 
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ſouper wherof Phoure wagcome ty ofyngeto 
ſehymin themoznynge/Jlefte hymarpeons,s 





tn put 















enclpned to all vyceg.Theſe thynges thynkynge 
inmerpghtdepely /Jbegantoeramyne mpyſelte 
and my condycyons as a woman naturall. and 
inlyke wyſe Þ dyſcuted of other women / Whos 
companye Jhaunted / as well ofpzyncelſes and 
ofgreteladyes as of meane gentyii women ry- 
ghtgreteplentye/whiche of theyz graceghauetol 
de methey2pzyuytees and ſtrayte thoughtes to 
knowe by my Jugeinent tn conſcyence and With 
out fauoure yt it it myght be trewe that ſo many 
notable men ofone and other wytnelleth/yet not 
withſtandynge that foz thyngesy J myght kno 
weas longeas Jhaue ſought and terched J cou 
de not percepue that ſuthe Jugementes myght 
be trewe agaynlt thenaturall condpycyons oꝛ ma 
ners of women. J argued ſtrongly agaynſt theſe 
women ſayengecyittholdebetogreteathyngep 
ſo many famous imen)ſo folempne clarkes of loo 
hyghe and grete vnderſtandynge/ſo clcrely ſeyn⸗ 
gein ail thynges as itſemed that ſholde hauc ſpo 
ken 02 wzyten iyengly/andin ſo many places p of 
payne Jtounde ony mozall volume What fo cucr 
panctoure were pᷣ oꝛ Jhad reddeit top ende bur 
ſome chapytrcs 02 certapne clauſes were of bla. 
mynge ofthepm./This onely ſhozte reaſon made 
meto conclude that mpne vnderſtandyngc / fox 
his ſpmpleneſſe #ygnozaunce ne coude tot kno- 
wemy gretedefautes andſcmblably ofothcrwo 
menthat alwapeit accozded that it was ſo true⸗ 
ly /and ſoo Jrepozted memoze tothe Jugement - 

CyteofLa. Bb4y, 



















Early Engl 


ofother then to that Jfelteozknoweof myſelie. 
[Thus inthis thought was J as aperſone halte 
from hymleile / there came befoze meryght gre- 
te fopſon of dyttyes #pzouerbes ofmany dyuers 
auctours top purpoley Jremembzedin myſelfe 
one after another / as it wereaWelle ſpzyngyn- 
ge.Jud inconcluſyon ofall J determynedp god 
inadeafoulethynge when he fourmed Woman 
in mcruayilyngehoweſoo wozſhypfull a werke 
man depned euertomnakeone ſoo abhomynable 
werke Whiche is the vellell as by ſayenge of the 


xp dzaught #herbegageofaleuyll#ofail vyces .. 


{Then J beynge in this thought there ſpzange in 
me a grete dyſpleaſannce a ſorꝛowe of courage in 
dyſprayſynge myſelfe#all womenkynde ſo asyf 
9 ſholde be ſhewedinnature/# Jſayd ſuche woz- 
des tin mp'complaputes.Halozde god howemay 
obe/ koꝛ il arrenotinÞ fayth Joughtnot doubt 
p thynetntpnyte wyſdome & verap parfyte good- 


nelſchadnothynge made but yp all were good / # 


fourmeſt not p thyſelfe womi ryght ſpngulerly # 
then Þgaue her all ſuche inclynacyonsp pleaſed ᷣ 
phe ſholdehaue #howemayepbey thou ſholde 
haue fapled in onp thynge / a alway ſe here lo ma⸗ 
ny grete occaſyons thus Juged determyned a cõ 
cluded ayenſt themJ cannot vnderſtande this re 
pugnaunce/xyfit beſogoodlozde godPitbetrue 
p womankyndehaboundethinſomany abhomp 
nacyons as many men wytnelleth/x# thou ſayeſt 
thyſelfey the wytnelle of many ig fox'to byleye/ 
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vyrhewhiche Joughtnot doubtebut that it hol 
debe true. Flas good lozde why haddeſt thou not 
mademetobebozneintothis woulde inp maſeu 
Iynekynde/tothatententepmpneenclynacyons 
niyghthanebenattohaneferuedthethebetter # 
pI offogreteperfo in ony thynge#myght 

aueben offo greteperfeccyonas they ſayþmen 
be/pet ſpth it is ſo that thy debonapzneſſe ſtretche 
thnot ſo moche towarde me/then ſpare my negly 


gencein thyſerupce goodlowe god /@benot dyſ- *. — 


pleaſed. Foꝛ that ſeruaunt that reteyueth leeſt re⸗ 
wardes of his lorde / leeſt is bounde to his ſeruy⸗ 
cc, Suche wozdes #mo yno we Jſayd ryght lon 
ge in my ſoro vofull thought to god and in my la⸗ 

mentacyon ſo as ſhe that by my foly helde me ry⸗ 
ght cuyll contente ofthasthat godmademetobe 
boznetnto this woxldeinkpnve of woman, 


Cxpinetellcthhowe.tif.lavyes apperedtoher/x 
howe ſheþ wentebefozercaſoned with her kyrſte 
and comfoxted her ofthe dyſpleaſure that ſhchad 


Capitulo, Decundo. 


SJ was in this ſoꝛo wlull thought 
pheeddownecaſtas aſhamfull per 
{ ſone/theepcs fullof teeres holdynge 
mpnehande vnder mpycheke / lenyn⸗ 
SZ geonppomelt ofmp chapte ſodeyn⸗ 
ly I ſawe come do vne vpon mplappe aſtremyn 
geoflyght as it were ol ſame. And Jthatwas 
CyteofLa. Bb .iij. 



















in averbeplarei whiche fonempght ndt ſhyne 
at houre ſterte then as thoughe Jhadben waz 
ked ofa dzeme/and deellyngetheheedtobeholde 
this lyght fro whens it myght come Jfawebefo 
reme ſtandyngethe ladpescrownedofrygh t ſo 
nerayne renerence , Of the whiche the ſhynynge 
of thep2 clerefaces gaue lyght vntomeandto all 
theplace/thcreas J was meruapliynge neyther 
man no2 woman With me conſyderynge the doze 
cloſe vpon me /and they thyder came Doubtyngg 
leeſtit had ben ſome fantaſyefo2 tohauetempte 

mc made the ſygne ofthe croſſe in mp forehede ful 
of d2cde. And thenſhe whiche was the fy2ſt ofthe 
thc inlaughyngebegan thug to reaſon with me 
Deredoughter drede p nought / foꝛr we be not co- 
me hyder koꝛ nothynge that is contrary vnto the/ 
noꝛ todo thetobeencombyed/but fox to comfozte 
the as thoſe thathauepytc ofthy trouble / and to 
put the ont oftheyanozaunce that ſomoche blyn 


deththyne vnderſtabynge/ and thatthouputteſt 


fro the that thouknoweſt of very certayneſcyen: 
ce / to gyue fapthe tothe contrary to that whiche 
thou feleſt not/ne ſceſt not/ne knoweſt otherwyſe 
than by pluralyte of ſtraunge opynyons Thou 
reſ:mbleſt the fole of the whiche was madea Ja 
pe Whiche was \lepynge inÞ mylle andWhas clo 
thedin the clothynge ofa womã / and tomakere- 
ſemblaunce thoſe that mocked hym wytneſſedỹ 
hewasa woman/xſohe byleued mote they: fal- 


le laynges than certaynteofhis beynge, Yowe 
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is it fayzedoughter/# whereis thy wytte become 
Haſt thou fozgoten nowe howe » fyne golde p20 
ucthhymin the foznayſe phe chaungeth not his 
vertue but iSmoze plyaunt to be bꝛought in to dy 
uers facyons. And knowelt thou not p the mooſt 
mernayllous thyngesbe mooſt debatous #molt 
arguous yf thou wylte aduyſe the / Jn the ſame 
wole to the mooſt hyghe thynges thatbenþis to 
knoweP celeſtyall thynges.BBcholde yf theſe gre 
te phyloſophtes that hath ben that thou argueſt 
agaynſt thpne ovwne kynde haue determpned fal 
feandto the contrary of trouthe /and as they re- 
pugne oneagaynſt another as thou thyſeife hat 
ſcneinþ boke of Metaphiſike where asAryltotle 
repzouecth thepz oppnyons / and rehcrſeth the ſa- 
me wyſe of Plato and ofothers/x# note this agay 
ne. Jfſaynt Juſtpncand other doctours of c<pz 
che haue done ſo/theſame hg Iryſtotletn ſoine 
partyes albeit that he be called the pzynce of phy 
toſophies andin whome Phyloſophye naturall 
and inozall was ſoueraynely. Ind it ſemeth that 
trowelt that al the woꝛdes of Phyloſophꝛes ben 
artycles ofthe fapth of Jheſu cryſt/and that they 
mayenot arre. Fndas tothele poctes of whiche 
thou ſpekeſt knoweſt not thou Well that they ha- 
ucſpoken in many thynges in manere offablcs. 
Fnd doentende ſo moche tothe contrary of that 
that they ſayenges ſheweth , Andit maye beta- 
kenaftcr the rewle of grammere the whiche is 
named Juntyph:aſps/the whiche entendeth thus 











as thou knowelt well/ag one ſholdelkipſyth one 
ts alhzewe/thatis toſaye thatheis good) andſo 
by thecontrary.-SoJ counſayle the thatthoudd 
thy pzofpteofthey2 ſayenges # thou vuidetftanide 
tt ſo- what lo euer be theyrentente in ſuche places 
Whereas they blame women. Ind pcraducnture 
this ſame ma that is Matheolus in his boke vn- 
derſtodeÞ ſame. Foz there be manythyngeswho 
ſo taketh them after theletter it holdebepurehe: 
reſpe/and ſhameto hym that ſaythit/xnot onely 
tohym but to others. Ind the ſame wyſe of Ko 
maunceoftheroſe on whome is put grete faythe 
bycauſe ofthe auctozyte ofthe maker ofthe ordre 


of marpage whiche is an holy eſtate # wozſhyp: - 


full x odeynedofgod, This thyngepzoueth cle- 
rely by experpence that the contraty is true ofthe 
th2ewdenelle that they purpoſe aud ſyth to bein 
that eſfate/to the gretecharge and blame ok wo⸗ 
men . Foz who was ener that houlbandeþ euer 
ſuffred ſuchemayſtrye ofhis wyfe that ſhe ſholde 
hane lene to ſaye ſo many vylanyes andintures 
as they put vpon women that theyſholveſape/ 

bylene what ſo euer thouhaſtſene in wytynge 

ſawelt it neuerat9eye.Sotheybepurcleſpnges 
ryghtſhzewdely coloured.Thus ſayin conclu 
dynge mp lefe frende thatfolye cauſed Þthis pre⸗ 
ſcrte opynyon. Nowecomeagayne to'thyſcIfe & 
take thy wytte x trouble nomoze fox fuche fan- 
taſyes.Fo: knowewely allthis eupll fayngesge 
nerally ok womẽ hurtethþ ſavers + not woms; 
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eras 11M. 
Cepineſapth howe that thelady that reaſoned 
withher deuyſed what was her pzopzyete a wher 
of ſhe ſerued/ and toldeher howe lhe ſholde buyl⸗ 
de acyte wtthp helpe of theſe.tij.ladyes.Ca. iij. 








| BHS famous lady ſayenge theſc wor 
I ESD tome With p preſence of whome 
MOM #34 J cannotſay whicheofmp wyttes 
2 4 was mooſt vndertakenin mynehe 
£0.98 rynge/inherkenpnge ofher Worthy 
wordes where that my ſpght was in bcholdynge 
hergrete beaute /herattyze/herrcuercnt porte } 4 
herryght wozſhypfuli countenaunce / a the ſame 
Wyſe of the othcrs/and wyſt not whiche of then 
tobcholde;fo2 ſoo moche theſe thie ladyes reſem⸗ 
blcdepther other / that ofpayne J myght knowe 
that one froin that other / but that J ſholde hane 
ben deceyued.Andlhe of the leſfe auctozyte than 
that other had her chere ſo fycrſc that whome her 
een behelde was not ſohardy)but thatheſholde 
be vndertaken With grete dzede. Foz it ſemed that 
the manaſed the cuplldocrs, Soo J was before 
them ſtandynge vp from mp ſyege fox theyz reuc- 
rence beholdynge them Without fapnynge ofony 
Wwozde/as that perſone that was'ſo ouertaken þ 
coudenotſovwne a wozde.And Jhad grete mer⸗ 
naylein mp herte thynkynge who they myght be 
andryght gladly yf Þ had durſte J wolde haue 














 alkedtheyznames and theyzbeynge / and what 





was the ſyguyfyengeof p dyffcrent ſeptres eche 


ofthemhelde in they2ryghthandes whichcwere - 


of ryght grete rychelle and wher ore they were co 
me thyder/yet when J had thought me not wor⸗ 
thy toreaſon with them tn ſuche demaundes ſoo 
bygheladyes as they appered vnto me J durſt in 


no manere but contynued my ſyght vpon theym 


halfe aferde,#halfe aſſuredbythe woꝛdes that J 
had herde them laye / whiche hathe caſtmeout of 
iny fyzſt thought/yet thatryght wyſe lady phad 
reaſoned With me Whicheknewe my thought in 
(pyzyteas lhe that hath (yghtin all thynges an- 
ſwered tomy thought ſaynge thus. Dere dough 
tcr knowe pc that the pzouydence of god that no- 
thynge leucth vayne ne cometh not vs to cltable 
thoughe that we knowe celeſtyail thynges tobe 
& to'haunte amonge thepcople ofthis bace wozl 
dc toþententeto putin ozdze to holde in equyte 
the ſtablementes made by ourſelfe after the wyll 
of god in dyucrs offyces/top whiche god we thze 


ben doughters and ofhym bozne . Dottis myne + 


offpce to redzcllemen and women When they are 
out ofthe waye toput them agayne1n the ryght 
wape. And Jcome to thepzyuely in ſpyzyte all co 
uertely / and Þ pzcche them xtcchethem in ſhew- 
pnge theyz erroure/and that in whiche they fayle 
Jallygne them thecauſcs/ xafter FJ techetheym 


p manerc to foloWwethat that is to do /andhowe = 


they ſholde flee thatthat is to be lefte, Ind foz 


Iſeructoſhoweclerely and make to ſe in conſcy- 
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ence they} dedesfoeuery man and woman / and 
they pꝛopze tatches and defantes / thou feeſt me 
holde in ſtede ofa ſcptre this bzyght giaſſe oz my- 
roure that Jbere in my ryght handeknowe this 
foz trouthe that there ts no perſonethat lokcth in 
this mpzoure but he mape knowe cuery creature 
What hets clerely.O my myzourett is of fo grete 
dygnyte thatitis not without grete cauſe thathe 
is ſo enuyꝛonned of{o ryche pzecyous ſtones as 
thou ſceſt tr. Foz by hym theſe bepnges qualytees 
p20pozcyen/# meaſures ofalthynges ben know 
ne / ne without hym map nothynge be well made 
no2 done / #fo2 p that thou deſyzclt toknowe alſo 
theoffyces of mpnc other two ſyſtersþ thou ſecſt 
here/to that entente that'the wytneſſynge of vs 
map beto the moze certayne eche ofthem in thepx 
owne perſone ſhall anſ\were ofthey2zname and of 
theyz pzopyyete/yet the cauſe and the mouynge of 
our compnge ſhall bedeclared by me ryght here} 
Jmakethe to vnderſtande thatas there ſhallbe 
donenothynge without good cauſe/our apperyn 
gets nothyngehercin vayne. Fo2 thoughe that 
Wwebcnot comunelyin many placcs and that the 


| knowlege of vs cometh not vnto all people . 


Neuerthelelle fo2 the grete lone the whiche thou 


' haſtcfoz tocnquyzc after thyngesby verap longe 


and contynuall ſtudye /by the Whiche thoudocſt 
ycide thyſelfe here ſolytaryc/and thou Wvithdzaw 
eſt the ont of the wozlde/thou haſte deſcrued and 


. thoudeſcrueſt to be vyſyted and to be comforted 











of vs in thytrouble a ſoꝛowe as ryght a dere fren 
de / thatthoubemadeclerelyſepnge thoſe thyn⸗ 


ges that detoule a trouble thy courage in the der 
kenelle of thought. Alſo thereis agrettercauſeof / 
our compnge and amoze fpecyal that thouſhalte 
knoweby ourreuelacyon/ſo vnderſtandetothat |. 
entente thatthiserroure mpght be deltroyed we 
wolde that theſe ladyes andall wozſhypfull wo⸗ 


men myght hauefromhens fozthe fome manere 


of placeto cometoozacloyſtreofdefenceagaynſt - 
all thoſe that wolde aſſaple them. Foz the defaute 7 
of whiche all theſe fozeſayd ladyes and famous - 
womenhauelongetymebeleftevncloſedagafel 
de Without hedge without fyndyngeofony cham : 
pyon that fo theyz defence myght compareſuffp : 
cycntly.Notwithſtandyngetheſenoblemen that . 


by o2denaunce ofryght ought to defende theym/ 
VWhiche byneglygenceandno fozcehathe ſuffred 


them to bedcfouled/byP whiche it isnomeruayl 
thoughe theyz enuyous encmpyesxtheoutrageof 


vylayncs allaylled themby dyucrs craftes and 
hauchady vyctozyagaynſtthemin thepz warre 


fo: dcfaute ofdefencewheretsy cyteſo ftrongeþ = 
myght not {one be taken yftherebenotfoundere © 
ſpſtence. ¶ Noꝛ ſo vniuſteacauſebutitmyghtbe /. 
goten by cotynuaunce ofhymppledeth Wout par © 
ty/ryght ſo theſe ſymple # debonapee ladyestoþ - 
enſample ofpacyence whiche god comatideth ha _ 
th ſutfred frendely theſe gretetniurpesþ ſo moche 

by moutheof ſo manp ã theyr hides wwptynge 
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haue ſuffred ſo moche wzonge thus they repozte 
them togod ofthepz good ryght/yct noweitis tp 
methatrhey: Juſte cauſe be put out ofÞþ handes 
of Pharav.Fnd therfoze bytWene vs thie ladpes 
y thou ſeeſt here moued by pyte/we be come to tell 
the of acertaynebuyldyngemade in the manere 
ofa cloyſtreofa-Cpte ſirongely wought by ma- 
ſong handes # well buylded/Whiche ts pzedeſty- 

nateto the foztomake and to ſtable it by our hel- 

peandcounſayle / in thewhiche ſhallnoneenha- 

bytebut oncly ladyes ofgoodfame/arid women 

Wozthy of pzayſpnges.Foz to them where vertue 

thail notbefounde /thewalles of our Cyte ſhajl 

be ſtrongelyſhytte, 


Cxpinetellethhowe theladpdeupfedto her the 
Cyte that was commytted toherto makeand þ 
the was fabled tohelpe her tobegyn the walles 
and the clopſtreaboute/and after kolde her her na 
me.Capitulo, iiij. 


yus fayzedonghter þ pꝛerogatyue 
9— is gyuen tothe amonge al other wo 
& 














*— mnt male and foxtefye the Cyte 
EARS) of ladyes fo2 the whiche thor ſhalte 
EZvDN take vpon the to make the founde- 
ment and parfytely conclube hym. Fnd thou ſhal 
rerecepneofbsthe/wyne and water as of acle- 
rewelle;Jnd weſhalldelyuerto the mater ynon- 
ghe moteftronger#moze durable than ony mar: 
CyteofL a, Cc.j, 












bze/andasfo2 Cyment thereſhalbenobetterthi 
thou ſhaltehauc;Solhall thy Cyteberyght fay 
re without pere and ofperpetualldurpnge to the 
Woulde .C Haſte pnotreddep the kynge Troys 
foundedthe grete cyte of-Troye by phelpe of Ap⸗ 
polo / Mynerue / and Neptune/Whichethe people 
at that tyme trowed theym as goddes. And alſo 
howe Cadmus founded the cyte of Thebes by þ 
mpneltracyon of goddes. Ind fo} al that thoſe cp 
tees by ſpace of tyine were ouerchzowne and ben 
tourned in to ruyne, But.Jpzophecye tothe ag 
verrap Sybylle that nener this cyte whiche thou 
thalte foundeſhall bebzought to nought / ne ſhall 
not fall but alway endure ĩn proſperyte maulgre 
all his enuyous cnemyes/thougye that he be fou 
ght withallby many dyuers aſſaultes/ſoſheſhal 
neuer be taken neouercome.CSomtymey roys 
alme of Amoſonye was begonucbyP. ozdynaun 


ce xentrepyple of dyuers women of grete coura- 


ge Whiche deſpyſed bondage ſoas the hyſtozyes 
bereth wytneſſe. And longe tyme by them it was 
maputapned vnder ſygnyouryes of dyuers que- 
nesryght noble ladpes Þwhiche they choſe them 
elfe # gouernedryght kayre and well/andbpgre 
teſtrengthe mayntepned the lozdſhyp/and ncuer 
theleſle thoughe thep were ofgrete myght a pu- 
yNaunce # that inthe tyme of theyzdompnacyon 
conquered grete parte of the ozyent a all the lan- 


des nyghe themputthem indzede /# inthe' ſame 


Wplethecountre of Gzece doubted them whiche 
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thattyme was — ofallcountrees of p woꝛl⸗ 
de / and not ſoz Within proteſſe of tyme the puyt⸗ 
ſaunce ofthe royalmeby theſamemanereagitis 
ofall other woudely lozdſhyppes there is not by 
den in this tyme as nowe but onelyÞ ſe me. But 
this cyte ſhalbeofmoche maze ſtrongerbuyidyn 
gethatthouhaſttomake /foz pwhichetobcgyn 
Jam commyttedbyp delyberacyon amonge vs 
all thzeladyes togydertodelyuerthe mozter du- 
rable and Without coxrupcyon tomaketheſiron 
foundementes and the grete walles all aboute. 
Fndto lyfte vp thehyghe large and grete towzcs 
and ſtronge caſtelles/dyked/baſtyled/and barred 
as moche as tt perteyneth to a cyte ofgrete defen 
ce/and by our deuyle thou ſhalte ſet it ingrete dep 
neſfe to cndure the longer /and aftcr thou halte 
lyfte vp the walles ſo hyghep all the woꝛide ſhal 
d2ede them . Doughter thus Jhaue nowe tolde 
p the cauſes ofour compnge to.» entente þ thou 
take themotecredence tomy ſayenge, Nowe J 
wyll þ thou lernemp nameby theſownc ok wht 
che onely thou ſhalteknowey thouhaſtin mc ifp 
Wylte felowempne o2dynatices ampnyſtreſſe in 
thy nede to dopp myght not yeſtereuen. Jam na 
meddameRKeaſon/noweaduyſes then yp be in 
good condupte / ſo ſap no moze toÞat this tyme 
CHerexpine telleth howe the ſcconde lady tolde 
herher name /and wherofſhe ſcrucd /and howe 
eſholdchelpchertomakethemaſo nry ofthecp. 
teofLLadyes.Ca., 'V; 
Cyte of La, Cc.ij. 
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foules/Fn crthefoz todeparte@gpue enery man 
his poꝛcyon other ofgoodoz of cuyll aghe hathe 
deſerued. Jn hellefozthepunycyon ofeuplpeople ' 
AF bowe not to no parte. Fo2 there isno frende;no | 


kere of grete wyl / pyte / noꝛ pꝛayer / thꝛetnynge noꝛ 
ctuelte that moucth me. Myne offyce is onely fo2 
to Juge/departe/#tomakeÞpaymentafter eue- 
rymannes ryghtfull deſerupnge. Jſuſteyne all 
thynges tneltate/and without me there may no 


thynge be ſtably!ſhed/Famin god/and god is in 


me/x we be as oneſclfethynge. He that foloweth 


mc maye uot faple.Jnd my wayets ſure. Jteche 


to cucryman # womã holſome vnderfſtandynge 
pfhe bylcue me/x JF techehymtochaſtyce/tokno 
wc/x to reponehymſelfe/fyzſttodo to anotherp 
that he woldeſholde be doneto hym /to departe 


thynges Without fauoureto ſape trouthe/tofle x 


hate leſpnges/and to put away all vycyous thyn 
ges. This vellelioffynegoldep thou ſeeſt in my 
ryght hande made afterpgupſcofarounde mea 
fure/god my fader gauett me/ a it ſerueth tomea 


{urcto euery manhis lyucray offuche meryte as. 


hc onght to haue. It is marked with floure de 
luce ofthe-Trynyte /and he yeldedhym Juſte to 
potcyons there maye noo man complayne of mp 
mcaſurc.But theſe men ofthewoude haue other 
mealures whiche they ſaye dependeth and come 


- thofmpne.But falſely they mcaſurcoftentymes 


vnderſhadoweofme/andtheretheyzmeaſureis 
not alwaye Juſte / otheritts tolarge to ſome) oz 


to lytel to ſome others. Imyght holde longe tale 

noughe of the pzopzyctees of mpne offycẽ. But 
oztlp fox to ſay Jam an eſpecyall amonge other 
vertucs/koz al thepreferre them to me. And amon 
ge v$.1tj.ladyes that thou ſeeſt here webe ag one 
ſelfe thynge/and we maynone of vs do without 
other. And that the fyzſt dyſpoſeth/theſeconde or⸗ 
deyneth and puttethit to Werke, Ind then F that 
am the thyzde perfourmeth it and bzyngeth it to 
ende.Thus am J tabled to helpethe by the wyil 


_ ofvsthzeperfyteiy to makethy Cyte . Jud myne 


offyce {hall be tomakephyghe rotfes of thy tow- 
rcs ofthe manſyons and ofthe herbegages whi- 
che ſhall be offpne golde ſhynynge bzyght. JndJY 
{hall people it ofryght wozthy ladyes/3 they ſhal 
be {uche that ſhall haue the pzerogatrue and the 
honourc amonge theſe other women as Þ mooſt 
excellences. Andthere J ſhall yelve the by thync 
owne helpe parfyte foztefpenge and cloſynge of 
ftronge gates the Whiche F ſhall goſcke in heuen 
and J (hall dclpuer vato the the vepes With mp- 
nc owne handes. 


ij. 

Aheſc woꝛdes aboueſayd ended whi 
cheg had herbened by grete entente 
—RXotthele.iij.ladyes whiche had dzats 
bt; A Anckro me entyerly the dyſplcaſaun- 
DRccethat Jhad befoze thepz compnge 











+ 


on knees but allflatte for thepy grete excellence} 
kyſſyngeS ertheaboute theyr fecte worſhyppyn⸗ 


getheymas goddeſſes, Jbegan myneozyſon of |! 
p2ayſynge ofthemin this wyſe . © lady of * 
elp 


raynedygnyte/Lanterneſſe ofheuengyuy 
ghtto ail theerthe/Welles ofparadyſe/xthe Joy 


of them that ben blelſyd/Wherofis come toyour } 


hyghneſle ſuchehumplyte that ye haue vouched 


faufe tocometromepour hyghe fpeges andſhy: |: 
nynge trones into the troubled tabernacle #dax ': 
ke of a ſpmple and an ygnozaunt ſtudye / whiche 


mapye not yelde coucnable thankynges to ſuche a 
benefpce/z whichehaue by therapneofthedewe 
of pour ſwete wordes fallen vpon me departed #4 
tempered thedzyneſſe of myne vnderſtandynge} 
lo pit felethhymnoWeredy to burgyn #put out 
newe plantes / dyſpoſed to bere fruyteofpzofyta- 
ble vertue anddclectable (mellynge/howe ſhal tit 
bedonetin meſuche gracethat J ſhall receyue the 
gyfteafteryour wozde to make a fortefye nowe 
ryght in this wozldeſucheaneweeyte,Jamnot 
ſaynt Thomas the appoſtle that made by deupne 
grace in heuen a ryche palays top kyngeofyndee 


. "Nozmpfkeblewyttecannot / ne knoweth not the 









trafte ne mealures / ne the ſtudye nor the pratyke 


of bupldynge/andyftheſe thynges by poſſybyly⸗ 


te oktonnyñge werenowe in mpne vnderſtãdyn⸗ 
ge / where ſholde be taken ſuffycyent ſtrengthen 
my feble womans body to put ſo grete athynge 
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© Sovaynly Jfelldowne at theyzfeete not onely || 














OWE, 


to werke / vet neuertheles my ryght redoubted la⸗ 
dyes howe be it þ the meruayllvñge of theſe newe 
tydyngesbe ſtraungetomeJknowe well þ the: 
re is nothynge tmpoſſybleas co god and ought 
yot doubte that what thyngeso euer betaken on 
hande by the counſayle and helpeofpou thze/but 
thatthey be weland fapze ended. Thus wozſhyp 
pedbegod with almy power and you my ladyes 
that ſomoche haue wozſhypped methatYJ am ſia 
bledtoſonoble a commyſſyon þ whiche J recep- 
ue with grete gladnelſe. And le here yout cham- 
— redyto obey. Nowe cõmaunde after your 
pleafure, et? 7 


. ö eo: mY noon 
7 — LAL' > — 
TEST RE — — 

FE : 


CHerexpine elleth howeby the commaunde- 
ment ofdame Reaſon the began todygge theer- 
the tomakethe foundement.Ca, viij. 





— AE OE 






is 


I'EaſonÞ noblelady then anſwered 



















(OLE 

y — atayd. Howeryle doughter With- 
Þ/= £ out mozeabydynge/go Wein tothe 
jv WIA I felde of ſcrpptures/thereſhallbetodi 
LSSJUDZ ded the Cyte of Ladycsin a plapne 


countreand fruptefull/therewhere alt fruptes x 
\wete waters ben founde/and Where thegroun- 
dehaboundeth ofall good thynges.Take thepp 
cops ofthyne vnderſtandyngeanddyggeſtrong 
iy/+make agretedpkeaboutc Where thouſecſt Þ 


trate ot my lyne. And Icheni helpe the tobere out 


þcrthe vpon myne ownetholders: And then fox 
Cxte ofa. Dd.j. 












toobeyetothey; commaſidementeJ dreſſed me 
Jyghtiy felynge my ſelfebypvertueofthemmoze 
ſirongeand mozeſyghtthan J was befoze., Do 
the wentebefozcand Jafrer/andwecameinto 
the fozeſaydfeide/Jbeganto dykeanddygge af 
ter her ſygne with the picoys oftnquiſycyon/and 
my fyrſt wozke was done in this wyſe. ¶ Ma⸗ 
dame me thynketh 


well that ye haue ſayd to me 


befoze applyengeto the purpoſeofp / manymẽ 
haue ſo mocheblamedandblameth geacrally ꝰ 
condycions of women/that the golde the moꝛe it 
is in the forꝛnayce the more it fyneth hym / whiche 
is to vnderſtonde /thatthe moze they be blamed 
wꝛrongkully the mozeencreaſeth theyzmeryte of / 
they: pzayſpnge/ yet Jpzay pou telimewherfoze | 
it is and whens cometh Þ cauſethat ſomanydy- | 
uers auctours haue ſpoken agaynſtthe intheyz 


bokes ſyth that Jfelenowe thatitis of w2onge/ 


Whether that nature enclynethem/o2 yfthey doo | 
it fo hate/and whens ryleth the cauſe.Thanſhe | 
anſwered thus. Doughter fox to gyue the waye = 
to goo in moꝛe deper Fhallbere outthiskyzſt to | 
be bomeont. CknoWwethatitcomethnot ofna- . 
ture / but it is allÞ contrary. Foz thereis inþ wozi - 
de no man ſo grete me ſo ſtronge as he isofÞ gre | 
teloucthat nature by the wpll okgod putteth yy 
tweneman and woman.But the cauſcs ben dy -- 


uersindyfferent $hathmoued @moneth many - 
dpucrs men to blame women / and theſame Wy- | 
ſe auctours in they; bokes a$p thou halt foũde 
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CFoz fomehanedone it in god entente/thatis 
toknowe/foz to dzawe agapne theſe men thatbe 
out of the waye/by the hauntyngeofdpuers wo 
men that ben vycyous and lyght/Wherof they be 
allotted/other tokepethemp they benot aſſotted 
to theententep eucryman ſholde kie lyfe þis 
lecherous #foule / thephaueblamedail women 
generally fox theyrtro wynge to do ot ai abhomp 
nacyons.Madame ſayd Jthenpardon me yf J 
yeldeyou here pour woꝛde / then haue thep done 
welllpthy goodententehathemouedthem. For 
itis ayd that theentente Jugeth theman.Fayie 
doughtery ts euyll taken ſaydſhe,Foz ygnozaun 
cemakethnotonetoercuſehympyfheſieweams 
tn good entente/#byhis folyſſhe trowynge then 
tholdeit be well done/yet what lo euer theybe as 
in that they haue vſed ofcuyllryght. Foz why to 
do greuaunce #pzeludyce to onepartye to trowe 
toſocoure another it is noryght/andtoblame af 
pcondycyons of women toÞ contrary of trouthe 
ſoas JlhalſheweÞ byerperyence, Notwithfan 
dy:getheyſho!dedottinÞententetowithdzawe 
theſe foles from folye/x allo þyfJblamethe kyre 
whiche is ryght a goodelement ã ryght neceſſa- 
rybycauſey ſome men Were bzentetherin.Fnd al 
ſoy water fozy ſomemebendzownedin it/a the 
ſame wyſe yfoneſholdeſapeofall goodthynges 
whiche ama may vſebothe wel a cuyllnoma ou 
git toblamethemthoughethelcfoles abuſe ths. 
Ind theſe poyntes haſte touched thyſclfe in thy 
. CyxteofLLa. Dd.ij. 











— — 
—ãæäA———— mto 


that coſt hym nought ·and no man ſaythe the con 
FH traryſohetabeth andgraunteththeryghtofano 
b ther to his viage/yet as thouhaſte ſapdother ty- - 
j mes ynowe.Ffthou ſholdehaue fought the wap + 
| eg to withdzawe theſe menfrom folye and toke- | 
pethemthat they labourenotw vapne toblame 
the iyfeaud the condycyons ofthepm the whiche . 
ſheweth them vycyous and iyght/as thereisno- | 
thyng in wozldep maketh onemozeto fletoſap : 
tye ryght trouthe/as dothe alhzewde woman/ly | 
' > Fhtandcurledasitſhoweth whichets athynge | 
+." countcrfayte & out ofhcr pzopze condycyon natu 
rall whiche ought to be ſymple/pzyuy/and honeſt 
Feonſcnte well that they ſholdehaue buplded fo 
uerapnelp a good and fapze wozke / but toblame 
all where there ben ſomanyryght excellent Ppzo 
myſe p that it camencuerofme butthat they fay: - 
ted and faviegretely/and al theyÞfoloweth them 
So caſt out theſc foule tones ragged and blacke 













not be put igoodbuyldpngeofthyeyte.COther |» 
men haue blamed women fo2 other cauſes/fo: to - 


moued fo2 þ defaute of theyꝛ owne lavyes others 
fo: purc enuye/ſome others foz delectatyon that 
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dut of thy werke fox they ſhall neuer ſeruenelhal - 


ſome it is come ofthey2 oone vyces and ſomebe | 


ofthey2 pzoptecondycyon hath to ſayeſhzevedelp 
Other foz tolhowethat thep hauefcne pneughe 
oficrypture/and ſo they grounded them on that 
pᷣthey haue tounde in bokes #ſpcketh after thoſe 
others and aledge them fozauctours.Thoſe the 
whiche it is come of theyz pzopze vyces ben men 
thathaue vſed thepzyoutheinthedyſſoluteipfe # 
habotidedthemin many dyuers loues ofdpuers 
Wwomen.Thus they arebozne vpbydyuers cau- 
(es whiche taketh nohede ofthemlelte a waxeth 
olde iti thepz ſpnnes Without repentaunce/pet ta 
ke they ſorowe to theyz palled folyes # dyſſvinte 
Iyfe that they haucledde in theyz tyme. Foxnatu- 
reis waxed colde tn them Whiche tuffreth theym 
not to put thepz courage toctfecteafter they wyl 
that Þ appetyte Wolde without puyſſaunce . So 

they haue ſoꝛowe When they ſe that Þ lyfeþ thep 

Vocre wonte to calle theyz good tyine is faplicd 

fromthem# that the yonge men pben nowe ha⸗ 
nethe tyme as thep were wonteto haue. Thus 
they knowe not howe toput away they ſorowe 
but toblame womẽ by theyz trowynge to do dyſ 
pleaſauncetoothers. And one ſaythe commune⸗ 
ly ſache oldemenſpekcfouleand dyſhoneſtly ſoo 
as thou maylt ſethem/andp2operiy of Matheo⸗ 
lus whiche confclleth hymlc:fe that hr was olde 
full of wyll andnopower/tthou mayſt pzoucit 
truebyhym that Jhauecſaydto the. Jnd bylcue 
it ſtably that it is in the ſame wyſe ofothers) but 
thele olde men thus defouled whiche be as ÿ lyte 

CytcofLas Dd .iij. 
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efameſellthatmapnotbeheledofthe good ault: 
cyent menthat haue made pertyte in vertuemn 
themoutbe of whome after theyz courage allthe 
wozdes ben of good enſampre/honeſt/and d ws 
te and whichehatethall eupil doynge #cUpX Y. 
enge.Andthey detame notne plamenothcrmen 
ne women/buthatethall vycesingenerall coun 
ſaplyngetoflethemandfolowe theryght waye. 
Thoſethathaueben moued by defaute of they 
ownebodyben ſome impotent and dyffoxmcd ot 
they membaes thathaueſharpeand malycyous 
vnderſtandynge - And the ſozowe of thept impo⸗ 
tencye cannone otherwyſe aduengethem/butto 
blame them of whome cometh Joyeto many by. 
trowpnge to tourne away þpleaſaunce ofothers- 
When they may not vle it in thep2 one perſone. 
C Thoſe that haue blamed themby enuye benſo 
me mplcheuous men haue ſeneand knowne dy 
uers women ofgretter vnderſtandynge # moe 
noble of condycyon than they be blameth them 
Jndtherfoze they grete enupehath moued them 
toblame all women/trovwyngeto Withdzawe # 
to make lelſe they; worſhyp #pzayſynge/All this 
þhehath done 9 wote not what man in his lay⸗ 
engethatheclaymethtytleofphyloſophy in whi 
chehe trauaylethhymmocheto pꝛoue howe it per 
teyneth not that euery womã bewozſhypped mo 
che by manjandſayth that theyþmabeth fo mo- 
che ofthem chaungeth wongfullpp name ofhis 
boke/thatis to ſay ofphploſophye mabeth phylo 
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wpholy,But Jpzomyſethe # afferme þ hehym- 
ſelfe by the bꝛyngynge fozthe ofthat pzoceffe full 
of leſpngespheholdeth maketh aryght phyloſo- 
pholy.Thoſethat ofnature are euyll ſayers/itts 
nomeruayle whan they blame euery man thou- 
ghe they ſaye euyll ok women / #alwapyes this Þ 
ptomyſeÞ thataman that ſaythe euyll Voylfully 
of women ttcometh ofryght grete age of coura- 
ge. Foꝛ hedothe agaynſtreaſon xagapnſt kynde 
Agaynſt reaſon in ſomoche thathe is ryght vn- 
kynde #eupll knowynge of the grete bencfeptes 
thatwomenhath donetohym/ſogretephe may 
not yeldethem agapne/#byſo often tymeg 4 cot 
tynuelly that ſhedothe tohym ofneceffyte ayenſt 
kynde in that that thereisno dome becſt nebyzde 
but naturally it loucth derelp thepz faderand mo 
der.Soircisa thynge out ofkynde whan atcaſs 
nablemandothethe contrary, ¶ And ſo as thers 


is ſo worthy a werke al be it that it bemade by 3 


good mayſterbut ſome notwithſtandyngep they 
can but lytell thep wyll counterfeyte . There ben 
many that medle them ofendytynge/and they (c- 
me that they may notdoamyſſeſpth that others 
haue ſayd in they2 bokes that that they wolde ſar 
and as that men ſaythe Iknowe ſome of theym 
that wyllentremete andmedle foz to ſpeke in ma 
kynge of dyttyes offreſſhe water Without ſalte. 
CSuchebentheyz wzytyrges and they: bala- 
des Without vnderſtandynge oz felynge/andſpe 
kynge of the condycyons of women /oꝛ of loꝛdes/ 


i Mn lt i 190m? 





of other peole/sthepcannotknoWve themſelfe 
— — — —— 

te 
agtheplapegaticigrhebetponethgenn hs 
Woꝛlde. 


¶ Here xpine telleth howe lhe dygged in þ erthe 
Whiche is to vnderſtande the quelipons that the 
made to Reaſon/anyhowereaſon antwered here 
Capitulo. = its 







rae . 

== We J haue araped#ozdeyned gre 
YY tc wozke/ſo thynke thou to dygge in 
WA the creheaftcrp pourtrayengeofmp 
Agne. and then to obepeher comau- 
xement Jlmote with allmp myght 
in this mancre. Madame whens came it to Pup 
de that is of reputacyon amongepoctes as one 
of the moot ſouerapne/ notwithſtandyngeÞ dy- 
uers clerkes ſay / and my Jugement accozdeth to 
the fame alwapes vnderyour coxreccyonÞþUpz: 
gyle was moze to pzayſe #his vꝛytynges of mo 
re ſpedefulnelle than his vohiche blamed women 
ſomocheinmany ofhis dyttyes as in the bokeÞ 
he made Whicheis called the crate of louc/@alſo 
in otherofhisvolumes. C Anſwere.Ouide was 
aſubtyllmaninthecrafte and ſcycnce oipoetrye 
and had grete viderſtidynge/allbcithelctehis 
body ſiyppetn toallvanytea delytc officiſhe.not 
oneiy in one loue but habandoncd hymkeike to al 
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women fo as he myght.Noꝛ he kepte not meal 
reno2trouthetono woman/but haunted this ip' 
feinhis youthe as longe as he myght/fozþ whi⸗ 
cheat thelaſthehad the revardeand payment p/ 
vntoſuche a caſe perteyneth .That.is to kunowe / 
fclaundze/lofſe of goodes and membzes/ wherko 
xe fox his grete voluptuouſneſſe as Well in dede 
as in worde counſapllynge the yonge folke tole- 
de theſamelyfe he was ſenteinto exyle. Alſo ag 
it happenedafter that by fauoure of ſome ponge 
puyſſaunt Komapnes he was called agapne fro 
exyle. 4nd he keptehymnot afterfromefallpng* 
agaynein his euyll dopnge / wherofhe was ſon? 
what punyſſhed befoze. Ind then he was chaſct 
and dyſſeuered frome his membzes by his own⸗ 
decerte. Thus itts to thepurpoſethat J ſapd to 7 
aboue. Foz When he ſawe that hemygbt not lede 
þ iyfe in the whichc he was wonteto delpte hvm 
fo moche.The he toke on hymn trongiy to blame 
women by his ſubtyllreaſons/andby that cnfo2 
cedhym to dyſpzayſe themto others. ¶ Hada⸗ 
me ye ſay wel. But Jhaneſene a boke ofanothcr 
auctoure Jtalyen.J ſuppoſe of the contrary oz of 
themarches of Coſtane whiche calleth hym Cc 
codaſtoly that ſaythina chapytre meruayilois 
abhompnacyons mote than ony other ſiche as 
benot to reherce ofno perſonethat hathe vader- 
ſftandynge. Cn were. Thoughe Cecrodaltoly 
fayceupll ofall women/Doughter meruavle the 
not fo: he had all women in hate x dyſpleaſaunce 









andf ſame Wwyſebyhis houpbleſhzewveneſſehe 
Wolde make themto dyſpleaſe#tobchatevof al 
men.Sohe was alowedafterhis meryte/fozby 
the deleruyngeofhis curſed vycehe was bzente 
en the fyzeryghtdyſhoncſtly.C Inother lytell bo 
kein ſatyne Jfawealſomadame/Þuamethhym 
the ſecrete of Women Whiche tpcketh of þ makpn 
geofthepz bodyes naturailmany grete defautes 
Canſwere.Thou mayitknowe by thyſelfewith 
out ony other pzoue/p thatboke was madeatvo 
lenteesx fayntly coloured asthou haſt redde whi 


. Chets anopenthpngeto thep tt is dzawne all of 
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leſpnges/x thoughep ſome men ſaye that it was 
aryſtotyll/thatis notto byleucthat ſucheaphylo 
Cophze was ſo charged with lo falſe tales. Fozby 
that/that theſe women mape clerelp pꝛoue a kno 
we that ſome thyngesþ he touchcth be not true/ 
but verpe fables; thus thepmay conclude thele 
maters that he treatcth ofbe very leſynges. But 
remembreſt ÿ it not that heſapthe athis begyn- 


nynge ỹ J wote not what pope curſed cuery man 


that ſholderedetttoony woman / oꝛ takeitth:m 
to rede. Madame IJremembꝛe it wel. Than kno 


weſt not thou the malycyous cauſe wherfore this 


Jape was gyuen to be vᷣyleued ot beñypau men ẽ 
nyce at the begynnynge of p boke. Madame nap 
but yf ye tell it me. Jt was topecntenteþ women 
ſholdenot haue no knowlege of that bokenoz of 
that cotepned inhym.Fo2 he pmade it knewe we 
that yftheyredde it oz herde itredde / they holbe 
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AY. —— 
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knowe Wellþit was but trykles ſo they ſholdeha 
ueſpokenayenſt hym @mockedhym. Thus wol 
dey auctoure zmade it mocke @. beoylep menþ 
ſholderedeitbythis way.Madame Jamreme- 
bzedpamongethcle other thyngesþ hehathſapd 
whẽ he hath ſpoken yn oughe of Þ impotence im: 
pfeccyon @feblencs whiche is cauſe of myſſhap⸗ 
ynge of womans body inÞ Wwombe of p moder ⸗ 
nature is aſhamed/whenſheſawe ſhehadfonr 
medſuche a body as a thynge umperfpte. Ba the 
grete koly ſwete krende ã the grete blyndneſſe out 
ot allreaſon p¶ moueth oꝛ ſtyꝛeth ony man to ſayit 
#hoWenature Whichetsp chambzyere of godis 
themozemapyſtresthaher mayfter almyghtygod 
whichehadpthap ofman#womaninhis thou⸗ 
ght when it cametohis wyll to fourme Adiofþ 
fiymeokÞ erthe in the felde of Damas/xWhen he 
had madehymhe bought hymin to paradyſe ter 
reltrewhiche waszis the wozthpeſt place ofthis 
lowe worlde /#there Adam llepte x of one of his 
Bpybbestopententephelholde ſoue woman as 
his owne kleſl he fourmed þbodp of þ woman/fo 
the moolt ſoucrapne werkemanhad no ſhame to 
make#fourmethebodyofwoma} and ſholdena 
turebeaſhamedtherof. CHaPgrete ſome offo- 
yes tolapepitis trewe/andhowe was ſhe four 
medJWotenotyfp noteſtit/ſhe wag fourmed af 
terthepmage of god. Ohowedurſtethe mouths 
{ayſoeuploffonoblea pꝛynte / but ſome be ſo gre 
tefolesþ they trowewhenthey hereſay that god 














made man alter his ymage þitbeto lay olmate⸗ 
ryall body. But it is not io /foz godhadnotthcu 
rambo adons Hob-prtomnotntn —— 

eſoule 2158 nderflandyngethe 
whiche ſhal endure wout ende to lykenegofthe 
deite / Þ whiche ſoule god made@ putas good # 
as wo:thy x alleuen tothebodyofwomanas of 
man.But yetas to the makynge ofthebodp the 
Woman was madeofthemoolt ſoucrapne wer⸗ 
ke man/andin what place was ſhemade / In pa⸗ 
radyſe terreſtre / fcame the foulematere þ 
the was madeof.Nayit wag of themoolt noble 
matere that euer was made that wag of the bo- 
dy that god made.Madameafter that that J fe- 
teofyou womi isryght anoblethynge. But yet 
Tullyus ſaythÞamanſholdeneucr ſerue a wo- 
man/and he that dothe it defoulethhymſelfe /foz 
none ought tolerue that thatis lower thanhym 
felfe.CAInſwere.He ts happy that ſeruethÞ vyr⸗ 
gyne that is aboucal theaungelles/andhe oz the 
thatis mooſthyghe ought toſerneher in whom 
all vertuehaboundeth . Alſo madame oneof the 
Cathons (apth whiche that wag agreteclerke/þ 
vfpÞ woꝛlde had ben without we ſhoide haueben 
conuerſannt with goddes. CInſWwere. Nowe 


a oe — 





mayft thou wellſe the foly ofhymthatmenhelde : 


fo fage. fox by encheſsnof woman men reygne 
th with god. Indyfonp wolde ſaye ; man was 
banyſſhcd by woman bythe cauſe ofdame En0/ 
IſayeÞbehathegotenmoze hyghedegrebyons 





il 
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lady Mary than heloſtby Eve in ſo mocheþ the 
manhode1s Joyned to godhede a that hadnot 
benyfthetreſpaceof Euehadnot ben, So bothe 
man and womi ought toliykte vp themleife from 
that defante/#he that wozſhyppeth woman woz 
ſhyppeth hymſelfe. Fo: of ſo moche as mannes 
nature fellmoze lower by ſuchea creature as wo 
man/by woman theis lyfte vpagayne moze hy: 
gher/#to be conuerſaunt with goddes asCaton 
{ayth yt womã hadnotbe/he ſapd moze truer thi 
he wende/foz he was apaynyme/#amoge the of 
plawe they vnderſtode as well goddes tobe in 
helle as in heuen / is toknowe the deuplles whi 
che they called they goddes ofhelie. So itis no 
Fapethat men ſholdehaueben couerfaunt with 
thoſe goddes yfour lady Maryhadnot ben, 


¶ Alſo of theſame altrycacyongandanſWeres. 


bo 


Capitulo, 


PT a bBÞ 
— TAY Wes \ 6 
fo theſame Caton ſapth pet that the 
III wvoman  pleaſethaman naturallyre 
Sv nbleththeroſe whicheispleaſaunt 
5&2 to le/but 9 thoꝛne is vnder # pyycketh 
_ Canſwere. This Caton ſayth moze 
trewer agapne thã he wende. Foz cucry goodho 
ncſt woman x of good lyfe ought to be a is one of 
thepleaſaunteſtthyngesÞis to ſc. Ind alwayes 
thereis the thorne of dꝛede to do amylle #a com- 
puccyon in her courage whiche þ partcth not fro 
Cyteofa, Ee.j, 















yer. Yndþ makethhertoholde her pzyuc xſpttc- 
thtyll;xthatisitÞ kepeth her. Wany auctours 
bereth wytneſſe madamep women ben bynatu- 
re ſpnful. Doughterthouhaſtherde ſpeke of a pꝛo 
uerbe that ſayth that p nature gyueth may notbe 
taken away.Dottlholdebetogretea mcruaple 
yfthey ſholdebe ſo enclyned to ſynne naturally, 
Foz the women loucth her woꝛſhyp nature ſty- 
reth them neuer to cometn ſuche places where as 
Pp ſynne thatis layd of them is vſed /as in tauer- 
nesxotherplaces toy oꝛ foꝛ that ozdepned /#yf 
ony man Wolde anſWere # ſayepſhame kepeth 
them/J ſay p1s not true.Fotitis another thynge 
that kepeth them whiche ts theyz naturall condy 
cyon whiche is not fo enclynedtherto.Iud Þput 
caſe that they wereſo enclyned #that ſhame gaue 
them ſuchereſyſtence contrary to thepz naturall 
inclynacyon thaty vertue and conſtaunce ſholde 
tonrne themto grete wozthyp #pzapſpnge Ind 
toppurpole remembyeſt thounot that notlonge 
agothat as thou weretn a feſtfull dap at the gate 
of thyne houſe deuyſpnge one xother With a woꝛ 
ſhppfull damoyſellthy nepghboure.Ind ÿ ſaweſt 
amancome out ofa tauerneÞ wentetalkyngeW 
another ſayenge / Þ hane ſpente thus moche at 
tauerne/# my Wpte (hall dzynke no wyneto ny- 
ght. And then thou calledhymto the and aſkedþ 
canſe why/and he tayd to the. Fox this cauſe ma- 
dame.Foz ſhe hathe ſuche a condyeyon that cuc- 
ry tyme that Þ come from the tauerne ſhe aſketh 
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me howe mocheJhaueſpente/#yfitbemozethi 
xij. pens lhe wylirecompence me by the ſobernes 
of her mouthe/#thaty Þhaue ſpcnte to moche & 
ſapth p yf we bothe ſhoide ſpende ſo largely/oure 
crafte ſholde not tournyllhe vs to our dyſpence. 
Madame ſayd J then ot J remembze me well, 
@thenſheſayd tome.Thou maylt knowe byen- 
ſamples pnowey bp nature women ben tobze / 
thoſep be not they go out of kynde/toz there may 
not beamoze lewder vycein a woma than gloto 
ny/fo2þ vyce dzaWweth tohym many other vyces 
But pmayſt wellſeof them grete conipanyesX 
grete pzeſe in they chyzches at (ctmons xat par- 
dons holdynge they beedeg in theyz handes ſap 
enge theyz pꝛayers. Madame ſayd J ᷣ is trouthe 
But theſe men ſay ỹthey go treil he # Joly to ſho⸗ 
we theyz beaute #to dꝛawe theſe mẽto thepz loue 
Canſwere.That ſholdebeathynge toztobyic- 
ne dere frendepfoncſawenone there but ponge 
women a kreſſhe but p ſhalte fe there foz one yo 
ge womã.xx.ox.xxx.olde offpmplehabyteto go x 
haunteP places ofdeuocyon.Andyfdcuocyon be 
amonge women it ſholde folowe inÞ ſame Wwyle 
p.charyte fauteth not there/fo they vyſyteÞ (yke 
#comfozte thẽ / they renne to poze people & ſerche 


' thhoſpytalles # burp Þþ deed bodyes . Me ſemettz 


9 theſe be þ werkes of womep whiche ben toue 
rayne traces þ god comatideth vs to folowe. Ma 
dameyeſap wel/but thcrets an auctour ſaythp 
Wome bynature haue yll courage a be aschyidze 
CyteofLa, Ec}, 











Andfo) that cauſechyldzendegcouerſaunt with 
them/x they with the chyldzen.C Autwere. Doy 


ode. Ha the curſed people ofthedeuylles condy 
cyon that woldehauethe welthe @ vertue of inc- 
keneſſeandbenygnytethat ig in women tourne 
tocupll#into repꝛoſte. Foz thoughe women loue 
chyldzen/it cometh not of thembpP vpce ofpgno 
raunce/but tt cometh ofthe ſ[wetnelle of thepy co: 
dycyon / and pf thepbe as chpidzen in benygnpte 
ofthat #11 thatthep be well counſapilcd . Foz lo 
as the golpellrecozdeth.Neſayd not our lozde tv 
his appoltles when they trpued amonge theym 
whiche ſholde be mooſt grete/#hecalleda chyide 
and layde his hande on his heed and ſapd. J ſave 
pou certapnip thathe that wpl holde hym lptell« 
meke a$ achyldeſhalbemooſthye,Foz who that 
meketh hym ſhallbeenhaunced/andheþcnhaun 
ceth hymſhallbeputlowe.Madamemen dothe 
me gretehurteofonepzouerbeinlatpne they re 
pꝛoue Women by often tymesWhiche ſayth wepe 
{eke/andſpynne/godhathputinwoman.CAIn 
ſwere. Fozlothe ſwete frendethat woweis true 
howebeitthatheS trowed oz ſayd þin repzoue/ 
it was fo: themagoodhappe Whicheby ſpckyn- 
ge/Weppnge /#lpynnyngehauebenſaued/thus 
god put in them luche condycyons, Ind agaynſt 
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ghteryfthou take hedeto puatureofa chylve of {- 
his condycyon/heloucth frendiynelle/xſ\wwetnes | 
And whar thpngeis therein wozldemozef\vet | 
tcr #moze amyable than is woman wcllſetin = 








them that ſomocherepzoueth themin the condy: 
onof wepynge. J laye pfthat our ſaupour Iheſu 
cryſt to home no thought is hydde and Whiche 
ſceth euery couragehad knowenthatþ teeres of 
womenhad come onelp offragylyte and ſpmple- 
nelle/the dygnyte ofhis grete hyghneſſe had not 
ben ſo enclyned to peldchymſelfe teeres of Þ eyen 
ofhis worſhypfull + glozyons bodp by compaſſy 
on when he ſawe Mary Magdaleyne aMartha 
her ſpſter wepe fo2 þ dethe of thep2 bzoder Lazare 
whiche he rapſed from the dcthe . © holve many 
grete graces god hath done to women bycauſe of 
cheyr teeres . He dpſpzapſednot the tecres of the 
fozeſayd Marp Magdalene /but accepted them 
info moche that he pardoned her ofher ſpnncs/ # 
bythe merytes ofthem ſhe is in heuen glozyouſly 
Alfo he put not awaye thoſe tecres of þ wydowe 
whiche wepte fox her deed ſone p one bare tothe 
erthe.Jnd our lozde Whiche is þ wellc of all pyte 
moucd of compallpon foz the teeresofher wente 
to aſke her / wherfore wepeſt thou / and then atio 
neherayſed the chylde to þlpfe.Other grete gra- 
ces Whiche ſholde be longe to telle god hathe do- 
netomany women fox thepz wepynge # alwaye 
dothe . wherfoze J ſuppoſe that bycauſe of theyz 
weppnge and thepz deuocyon many of them ben 
ſaued # others alſo whichethep pꝛay forꝛ. Ne was 
not ſaynt Auſtyne p glozyous doctonre of ᷣ chy2- 
che conuerted to the fayth/bycauſe of wepynge of 
his moder .Fo2 that ſame good lady Wwepte With 
Cyte ofa, Ee.tij. 









 outſeaſpngepzayngetogodÞitmyghtpleaſe nyteopftes + graces þ thou haſtdoneXgpuento 
cocnlumpnetheherte oem whey, was T  womankpnde woldelt that. woman ſholdebe þ 
ptymcapaynyme#oucofpbylcuefrom þ iyght | bererofſohyghe#Woxſhypfull tydynges wel au 
of » faythe.wherfozethis goodlady wente often - ghttheſeenupous men to be ſtyll yf they aduyſe 
tymes torequyze ſayntAmboſepheſholde pzay them Well. Jt was agoodhappepthe woma of 
togodfozhym/xthen my ladyKeatonſapdtome  Cananee was ſo greteaſpcker whiche dyde nou 
I uppoſeſaydlhe pit ſholdebeathyngeimpeſſy oht elles but cryeafterourlozde Jheſu Cryſt go- 
bley ſo many teeres ofa womi ſhoidebeioſt, © - yngeby the ſtretes of Jheruſalem ſapenge.Haue 
bleſſydſapnt Ambzoſethoutrowednoty lo ma- - mercy on melozdefo2 mp doughter is ſyke · But 
ny tecres ofa womaſholdebe ſet atnought/and what dyde ourlozde godhe in whom al mercy ha 
thatmaybeauſweretomenÞrepzouc women» = bounded #haboundeth /andto whom it ſuffyſcd 
bycauſeoftheyz wepynge/ota woman isþholp one onely Wwozde compnge fromthehertetohauc 
lyghtn thefronteofhoiychyzche whiche clerech — mercy. Jt ſemedP he delpted in many wozdes of 
Eenlumpuethallthechyzche. Thatis toknowe | þ mouthc ofþ woman alway perſeueraunt in her 
ſaynt Juſtyne.SoolettemenſpckcnomozeofÞ | p2aper/but wherfoze dydeheit / Jt was to proue 
asnowe.The ſame wyſe truely godput the ſpe:  herltedfaſtneſſe. Foz when he herdeher Iyken her 
kyngein woman wozthypped behe,Foz yfſpeche ſelfetodogges/that ſemed alptelirudely fo2 pthc 
hadnot ben putintheymtheyhadbendome/yet Was ofaſtraunge lawe and not of goddes lawe 
contrarytopthatthepzonerbewhiche knowe Shehad no ſhame to ſpeke well x wyſely in ſay- 
not who madeit athis pleaſure in thereproffeof = enge.Loweitistruey the lytell dogges ctcth Þ 
Wwomen/yflanguageofÞ womanhadben ſomo cromines that falleth from table ofthey2 lozdc. 
chereptouable#ofo lptellauctozpteasfomems —Oryght wyſe woman whohathe tought the to 
Wolde laye / our lozde JheſuCryſthadneuer von — ſpekeſo. Thou gateſt thy cauſe bythylanguage 
ched laule yſpwoythypfull a myſtery agþwasof Pyucdofgood wyll/and well it ſemed. Foꝛ oure 
his glorrous relurreccyon whiche was friſt an; = lozdebare wytnelle ofhis oWone mouthe/retour- 
nounced by womaaghehpmiclfe commannded Vvynge than vntohis appoſtles ſayengeto theym 
totheblelſpd Mary gasdaleyne to whome he that he had not foundeſuchefapth in Jſraclland 
appered fy2ſt on Eſter daythatſheſholdetellit # — Sraunted vnto her requeſt and deſpze, ¶ Ha who 
anounce it to his dyſcyplesxto Peter. Dbleſſpd maye fomme ſuffyſauntiy the woꝛſhyp in Þ kyn⸗ 
lozde Ihelu loued be thou whiche withotherinfy } de of woman the Whiche the enuyous men wyll 
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tell woman of thekynred 


demozefaythethan een Fins 


ces oz preeſtes)02 tn thepeopleof Jewes 

ſelfe the wozthypeople of god. Jn ſucheama 
nereſpakealſo longly a w grete pleatynge # wel 
fo: her the womanDSamarytanethatwas come 
to dzawe of the water / where the tounde Jheſu 
cryſt (yttynge all wery. © thou bleſlpd godhede 
conioyned tothe woꝛ {body.Howe myght 
thou ſuffre thy holy moutheto open/and to holde 
therapne of wozdes ofhelthe to this pooze @iptel 
woman ſynner / o whiche was not of that lawe. 
[Truely thou ſhew2d well þthou dyſdayned not 
P deuoute kynde of women. Ne ſpakenot wp: 
ſely the woman ſate at theſermoneofourlozde 
Jheſu Cryſte whiche was ſo embꝛaced withhis 
holy woꝛdes / ſo as oneſapthep womenmaynot 
bylcue ſoſoone / vet ſhe ſpakeaty tyme/#thenlhe 
role with a grete wyll # ſayd.Bleſſpd beþ wom- 
be that barethe #the pappes that thou ſowked, 
¶ Thus thou mayſt vnderſtande fayzeſwetefrs 
de that god hatheſhewed truely heloueth lan- 
guageto be well ſerued.Do thatought not tobe 
rep2offc tothem wheroflo moche welthe cometh 
and ſo lytelleuyll/foz noman ſeeth grete preiudy⸗ 
cecome oftheyꝛ language. CIndasto ſpynne/ 
truelyit is goddes Wyllþitbekyndely to them, 
Fo that oſtyce is neceſſary to goddes ſeruyce /x 
top helpeofeuerp creature reaſonable / without 
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the whiche wozkethe offyces of the wozlde ſhol- 
ete fouleneſſe and vnclen 
nelle, So it is. gretelhzedeneſletoput thatintoþ 
reptotke of woman that ought to tourne them to 
gretehonoure and pzayſynge. 


Cx#fine demaundeth of Reaſon wherfoze it is 
that women ſptteth not in the ſyege ofpleadynge 


; 
f 


IZED Ighthygheand worſhypfull lady/ 
YEP your fayze reaſons ſatyſtycth ryght 
& 24 oretely my thought. But vet teltme 
—9 AF yfit pleaſe you the trouthe / wherto⸗ 
creis that þ theſe women hoide noo 
plcadyngetn the courteof Juſtyce-noz thep kno- 
we not of the caules ne dothe no Jugement. Fox 
theſemen ſayeþ it is fo they can not / # that wo- 
man ſptteth in þ place of Juſtyce gouerneth her 
ſh:ewdely. Doughter theſe ben but Japes # thyn 
ges contryued of thatp onelyſt to ſay of women 
But he that wolde demaunde the cauſes andrea 
ſons ofal thynges itſholdebctomochc toanſwe 
re. Howe be it that Iryſtotlein in his boke of pꝛo 
blemes yeldeth reaſon ofmany thynges / a in the 
ſame wyſe in the boke ofp2opyyetces of thynges 
ben conteyned beynges of dyuers accyens na- 
turalles.But as toy fapze frendetize ſame Vpte 
yfitbedemaunded why god ozdcyncd not cheſe 
men lholde do offyces ofwomen/xthe women 
C;tcofXa. Fk.j. 











Ir nofwen But anTwereis this) aga | beſaydhercafterÞ whiche haue ben ryght grete 
——— hoo his * | phyloſophzes #hauelcrned moꝛe ſubtpil fcyence 
todsdjiiteuers offyces oncone thynge / another | andmoze yygher tyanthe lawes weyten by mens 
another thynge / asſo thatÞ onedotheanotherdo }# Aud alio who wolde purpoſe thai they haue not 
the not. The ſame wyſe god hath ozdeynedman naturall wytte wdede of polyeye # 0: gouernaũ⸗ 
& Woman to ſcrue/xalſo to helpe / comforte / hol | cc. gyue pen{ampleoimany grete mayſtreſſes 
de colnpany oneWith another euerpofthem in» | thathaueb:nintyme paſt/x alſo in thy tyme/toÞ 
he is ozdeyned to do / a hathe gyuen to cuery kyn- } entente 9 thou ſholdeſt knowethe bettermp trou 
de ſuche nature #inclynacyon as todohis offpce | the of them that haueben wydowes whiche haue 
competently perteynynge to hym / howe be it that kepte good gouernaunce in alitheyz doynges af 
mannes natureabuſeth often tymes in p that he ter the dethe ofthepzhouſbandes/Whiche gyucth 
ought to do He hath gyuen to men body ſtronge open experyence pa woman that hath vnderſian 
power/andhardy togo#come#ſpeke /and for dynge is couenable in all thynges, 


theſc men thathauep naturelcrneth thelawes/x _ | | 
*— to * them in execucyon / to holde o woꝛl⸗ ¶ Here it ſpcketh off Empꝛeſſe Nychole a alter 

de in the ordre of Juſtyce. And they be bounde pin ofdyuers noble queñes and pꝛynceſſes of Fraun 

taſe pony wolde not obey to o lawes eſtabled by ce.Capitulo. | | xii. 
ryght #reaſonþthep ſholde make them to obeye 
by force of thep2 bodyes and by puyſſaunce ofar- 
mes a that the women map not do. Fozhowe be 
it that godhath gyuenthem vnderſtandynge yet 
they may not vſeit inþmanere foz they: honeſte, 
Fox it Were not conuenyent that they ſholde goo 
fewethemin —— as theſe men done. Fox 








AF ElmeTp:apethe where was cucr 
DS tharbpnge ofgrete vnderſtandynge 
> Al 











| £411 the dedeofpolycye of gonernaun 
LE RZAcetobepeſoucrapne Juſtpce/andal 
E220 ofhyghcmagnyfycencein lyuyn⸗ 
ge that is teode oftheryghtnobic Empꝛreſſc Ny- 


ep dotheit /foz what nedeth thre 
arp ping * Joys oy chole. Foz notwithſtandynge that in theſe coun⸗ 


men to lyfte vp afardellptwayne may lyghtlybe 


reit awap/pet yfſomemen Wolde ſayeþ women — — trees grete / large⸗ a dyucrs that ſhc had the rew⸗ 
haue not fuffycyent vnderſtandynge fox tolerne — Icofhadbenkvngesofgrete famecalledPhara- 
the lawes!thecontraryis made open by expery- —Oonsof whom (he was deſcended. Thislady was 


the that kyrſte began to lyue in her royalme after 


omen; as it {hall 
ence/and it appereth of many women /as ch Cyte ofa. Fc.iſ» 
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lawes x wo1ldely po!ycy/xlhedeffroped thernde 
maners of lyuynge ot thoſe countrees þ ſhe had 
in goucrnaunce.Xnd theſe auctours fare lpeke 
th of her that ſhe amended rudeneſle of yer peo- 
ple.Indſhe was herptoure ofthe fozeſayd Pha- 
raons,not onely of lytecll countre/but ofthe roy 
alme of Frabce of Ethyope andof Egypte/a of þ 
Jle Paromyc whiche is ryghtlongeand large/ 
and habundaunte ofallmanere of goodes whi- 
che is cloſed with theflodeofNyle whiche ſhego 
uerned by mcruavilous pꝛudente / what ſhall J 
ſave more of this lady whichchadall this welthe 
but that ſhe was ſo wyſexofſuche goucrnannce 
-of Footy ſcrypture ſpckcth ofher grete vertue. She 
HK crſclfe odeyned lawes andryghtes to oonerne 
J her pcople.Shehabounded in gretenobleſſe and 
| rychcſſemoze than ony manin thoedapcs/4ſhe 





AM. was ptofounde 4 erpertein ſtryptures ain ſcyrn 

i* ces. Ind ſhchad\ſohyghea courage that ſhe dy 

* deynedto be maryed ne wolde that no man yoi⸗ 
dc haue kno wlege ofk her body, 


¶ Okthe queneofFraunce whiche was named 
by | Fredegonde.Ca. xiij. 






X ladyes ofwyſenoncenannce JImy⸗ 
[08-4 Tht telle theynoughe. The quene of 
ALL Frannte Fredegone that had hen 
A wyfe of tinge Charles notwithffan- 
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lawe otf moman / pet after the dethe of berhoufbs 
⏑⏑—— 
pꝛo weilſe e was at that tymeinryght grete 
—— ⏑⏑ fone wuyout 
moherytours:othis faderthe whiche was called 
Clothary@/lotherewas gretedeuptyonamonge 
Me IOLSUP St GoUrrnaumes/ pon ptye- 
refellgrete warrttopropaime/yecthigtabyel- 
de contynually herſonebytweneherarmcs.anud 
tecalled a aſſembled they; lozdes ina coun layle 
#layd lozdes ſe here yourkynge / ye haue not i02 
goten thetrouthe / whiche aiwayes hath ben ur 
Fraunce/andnowe dyſpyſe hym got choughe he 
be achylde/ foz byÞhelpe ofgodhe hail cricreaſe 
and when he ſhall come toageheſhalbnowehis 
good frendes andſhall rewarde themafter theyz 
deſertes.S0Jpzaypoudyſherytehpnorwiong 
fully.Jndas tozme Jmakepou ccrrapne thathe 
{hallrewardcthem thacweil and tracly mayn: 

teyncthhym that they hall bethe better cucr of: 

ter. Indſothis quence appeaſed p lordes thrꝛughe 

the whiche ladde gouernaunce ſhe dyde ſo moche 

that ſhe dꝛewe her ſoue dut of his enempes han- 

des and nouryſſhed hym herfelfe tyl that he was 

ofage and by herhegatethecrowne aud che wor 

ſhyppe oftheroyalme whichchad ncucrbcndone 

but by the grete pzudence other. 

¶ And in the ſame wyle one mapeſaye ofthe ry- 

ght wyſe /andinallcafes good'the nobie quene 

Blaunche moder vnto Saynt Lowes/ wiche 

Cpte of La. Ec. ili. 











aerbetter gouerned by man / j alſs whanhewas 
come cohis age by ᷣ proſte of her wyle gouernaũ 
iccho voã chyofeothigcoanſario/oudno 
thyagewasbunewſthouthetandatfolhe@wed 
herfonealWayeinbatayle audin venre/other ts 
Eb Io Cone pers 

e Fletpaſſefoy elle oftyme we 
be Ares to Meke of lady! —— without 
goyengeferthet to leue ſtrauuge ſtowes% Thou 
ſawelt in thy tpnieÞ nodlequeneof Fradice Jane: 
wedaweof 2 Charles thefourth/pithouha 
ne it in mpnde.Fduyſethegretewelthe that fa- 
me ofthis noble ladp Wwytnellethas mocheinno 
table ozdynaunce of her courte as in manere of ly 
upnge a in ſouerayne Juſtyre. Jt was neuer ſpo⸗ 
ken ofpzynce chat maynteyned and keptebetter 
in his londe o was ——— hym thã this 
lady dyde. And the noble at vas Wedded 
to the duke of Dzlynaunceſone ofkyngePhylyp 
reſembled her wel/the whicheinher wydowhode 
inthe Whiche ſhe was loange:tyme mapnteyned 


ycetnher countre ſo ryghtfully thatnoman. 
** better - ¶ Alſo the quene of Fraũce da⸗ 


me Blaunche whiche was wyfeto kyuge Johan 
maynteyned her londe and gouerned by grete or⸗ 
die ofryght # Juſtyce. Ind what mpght one ſaye 
ofthe worſhypfull and wyſe lady the ducheſſe of 
Iniou ſome tymedoughterto the holy Charles 
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deBloys duke of Bꝛytarne / and alter was woe 
to Oe yonger brother of Pkyngeof Fradice The 
Whichedukewas calledpth kyngeof Cecylhow 
heldelhe vnder theroddeof Juſtpce| the londes x 
countrees/as well of Bꝛouance as of otherthat 
thegouernedandheldeinherhonde forthe ryght 
noblechpldzen whyleþthep were yonge / where 
WagSeuer clamoure oz playnteharde of wꝛouge 
done that this noble lady ſholde do, Jn the ſame 
Wyſe the Colitelſedelamarchelady'+ count ee 
of Uandome x#of Caſtres Whiche pet is on lpue / 
What myght one ſaye ofhcr gonernaunce wolde 
it not be knowne howe a in what manere her Iu 
ſtyce was maynteyned / a ſhe herſelke as a good x 
Wyſelady tokehede therto curyouſly. And wha: 
ſholde Jſaymoze)onempghtſay yn oughec of rc 
te ladyes / meanes / a leſſe / in theſame Wwyſc hone 
they dyde that z was perteynynge to them Vho 
fo wyl tate hede. It lemethme that one myght ſc 
that theſenobleladyegin they: wydowhodci1a- 
ue duſteyned #uffpcyently well kepte Jinyſdec 
eyon xryght in theyzlozdeſhyppes as they? hoiif 
bandegdydethat tyme lyupnge #as well ſoued 
of they? ſubiectes#better.Forbe itno doubte 1102 
dy{pleaſauncetomeny there ben many worne!; 
Phanebettcr vnderſtandynge than ſome of theſe 
men hane/ofthewhiche pfthepthouſbandes had 
byleued them that they had had che vnderſtan- 
dynge as they had it myghthaue tournedthevin 
to grete pꝛokyte /pet thoughe theſe women com: 








muncly mevie them not of the dede of Iugement 
enim nee the couſes ofpartpeCit15totheym 
no fozce.Fo2 by ſomochethey haue the leſſe char- 
getothey2 ſoulegandtoth bodyes.Fndhowe 
Ne harie ing thengeneceary fox topunyſſhe 
euplidoersand todoryght vato ciery man / the⸗ 
re benmen puowee luche offycers thatthey mp2 
ght wyThep they had neuer knowne jnoze than 
theyz moders. Foz pf they go alitheryght wave / 
god knoWeth ofche whiche if there be onp fraude 
theyz punycyon is not iytell. eng i 


COfaltercacyonsandargumenteg of xpinets 
dame Keaſon. Ca. xiiij. 


Eecrtes madame ye lay ryght wel/and 

7 & me your reaſons ben ryght well fovonyn 
8 — in my courage. But yet thoughe it 
\ ESE ve lo of they vnderſtandynge is thas 
= >] p20ucd that women haue feble body- 
cs/tcndze and not myghty in the dedes of treng» 
the / and bynature thep ben cowardes /andthis 
is one thynge that maketh mocheleſſethe * 
and auctozyte ofthe kynde of woman / bythe Ju⸗ 
gement ofmen.Fox they wyll ſape that in ſo mo⸗ 
che as a body is moze imperfyte in cuery thynge 
ſo moche is it abzedgedand madeleſſeofhis ver- 
tue. And by that that thou foloweſt it / it is leſle 
foz to pzayſe . CFnſwere. Dere doughter thys 
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folowpnge is not good no2 to be ſuſfeyned. Fox 
without fayle one ſccth often tyines Þ then na- 
ture hathcreſtraynecd ony thynge frome a boby p 
ſhe hathe fourmed/fhe rewvardethy bobp in ſome 
otycrthynge ofas moche valourc:as thus! Ff a 
Wwomi be imparfyte of ſhap or of beaute / c2 of im 
potencye:o2 feblencs ofmembyestt is ſygneþ ſhe 
rccompenſcth her with ſome other thynge thats 
moꝛe worth than p lhe hath berafte her . Enſam- 
pleas itisſayd ofthe grete phyloſophzcAryſtotie 
Whiche was ryght ſewde ofſhap-/one eye hygher 
than that othcr and ofſtraunge vyſage/yet thou⸗ 
ghche had ony defozmytc of body o: of ſhap tri:c 
Ip nature recompenſcd hym ryght gretely 11 vn⸗ 
derſtandyngerctentyfe and felynge as it appere⸗ 
th by this antentyke weytynges ſo þ recomper: 
ſynge of ſo grete wptte was of more valoure tha 
thoughe hc had a bodylyke vnto Abſolon. In the 
ſame wyſe one maye ſay ofthe grete Emperoure 
Alexandre was but lytcll of bodp yet had he gre 
te vertne in his courage as it appered 4 ſoit is bp 
many others . So J pꝛomyſe the fayzeloucp thi 
grete x ſtronge body cauſcth not the vertuous x 
myghty courage/but it cometh ofa vertuousſtrẽ 
gethe + mancrs p1is gyuen of god whiche graun 
teth to nature to leue to ſome creatures reaſona- 
bles more thã to ſome others / foꝛ it is a gyfte hyd 
in the vnderſtandynge Xin courage / a not onely 
inthe ſtrengthe ofbodyno2 of membꝛes thus we 
knoweoften tymes by thatÞ grete men ynowe X 








offtrongemembres we le they belatches kaylyn 
ge#recrayed/x ofothers that hauc ben ytell a fe 
bleof body p ben hardy a fuil ſtronge /# the ſame 
wyle it is of other vertues/but as to phardynes 
 (uche ltrengthe/god #naturehathe done ynou- 
ghe foz womcainp chat he hath gyuen them Jm 
potencye. Foz at p leclt they ben agreably excu;ed 
by pdcfaute in lo moche they do not theſe horry 
ble crueltees þ wzonges #the grete greues & cx- 
tocyons the whiche are donecop Woulde bycau 
Ce of ſtrength / lo they ſhal not haue ſuche punyſſh 
mcntes as luche caſerequyzcth /x#itlhoide-haue 
venryght good koz ſoules ofman Þ thepmpght 
haucpallcd the pplgrymage of thisWozldein the 
keble body of woman, And truelp Flayea come 
agayne tomp purpolep yf nature had not gyuen 

rete ſtrengthe ofmembzes to a womans bodp 

the recompenſeth herryghyt well in that Þ there 
es gyUcn to her amoze vertuous inclynacyon ; Pp 
18 to lone god; xto bedyedefull naturally co docs 
traryto ts commaundementes /thoſc that do 
otherw;cedothc out ofkynde. But alwayes ad- 
uyſethe dere doughter howe it lemeth p god lyſt 
toſhowcalldegreestomenthoughe p thep lap þ 
fo:as mocheas womehauenot all fo grete ſtren 
gthe x hardyneſſe cozpozallas communcly theſe 
men haucp they ought not byleue þ1tis foz that 
that al bodely ſtrengthe audhardpneſſebe lhytte 
frothekyndeof woma. Jt appereth bp that that 
in many womenthereis lhewed grete rourage! 
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frengthe x hardpneſſe ts vndertake allmanerof 
ſtrongethynges +to accheuethem lyke as dyde 
theſe grete men #olempneconquerours of who 
there ts made ſo grete mencyon in wꝛytynges as 
Jlhallremembze p here afterbycnſample,Fay:c 
doughtcr nowe Jhaue ozdeyned 4 arayedfo2pa 
pytte grete andlarge.And Jhaue bozne out vpõ 
my ſholdzesryght grete burdens of rubzyſthe of 
thcerthe.Jnditistymepþ thouſctteintheſcgrete 
a ſtronge ſtones fox the foundement ofp walles 
of the cyte of Ladyes.Nowe take thy trucll x ri; 
plambe wthy lyne4makeÞredy to werkeftrong 
ly p maſonry bp grete dylpgence. Foz ſc here a gr 
te and a large ſtone whiche J Wpll pit be fyſſte 
ſet in the kaundement ofthy cyte/x knowe it þ na 
ture hericifc hathe pourtrayeditby the ſygnes of 
Iſtrologyc fox tobe alowed in this werke. Nows 
drꝛawe the a lytell abackeF ſhall caſt hpm on. 


COfthe quene Sempzamys.Ca. rv. 


Empꝛamps was avomanofryaht 
Agrete vertue in dede ok grete 4 vyito 
tyous courage in vndertakynge of 
:cntrepzyſes/and in hauntynge of de 
ME I=2 des ofarmes;the whiche was fo rr- 
ccllent that the people there the whiche were pap 
nymes layd that fox the grete myght and ſtreng⸗ 
thcthat ſhe hadde bothe vponthclande and vp- 
on the ſee / that ſhe was ſpſter vato the grete god 
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Jupyter and doughter to the auncyent god Sa⸗ 
turnus whiche they called the god ofthe lande 
of the ſee. This lady was the wyfe of kynge Ny» 
nus » named cyteof Nynyue ofhis name, And 
he was lo greteacouqueroure that by the helpe 
ofhis wylẽ Semyramys whiche lykewpſe ag he 
rode alwap with hym in harnoys/he coquered þ 
grete Babplone #allthelandeof Allpype x other 
countrees many. Jt happened that the 1ady bepn 
ge yet ynoughetnyongeage Nynug her houſba 
de was ſlapne with an arowe at the aſſaulite ofa 
cyte/yct when the obſequyes a theſolompnytecs 
was couenablp done of the fozeſayd kynge/thcla 
dyncuerleftep ercercyſeofarmes/but moze than 
befozcbyryght grete courage toke vpohcrto go 
ucrneby ſtrengthe the lozdſhyppes; ropalmes / & 
landcs whiche her houſbande #ſhe had conque- 
rcd with the {werde /Whiche !andes 3 royalmes 
thc beptcryght notably by grete diſcyplyne ofche 
ualryc. Do xn ſuche mancrelſhehaunted and ac 
complyſſhcdſo many ofnotable werkes thatno 
man in vygure and tn ſtrengthe ſurmounted her 
[This lady in whom haboundedryght hardy cou 
rage,nedoubted no payne; ne wasnot afcrdeof 
no pcrylles/but put herſcife to all thynges by ſu- 
che erccllenceþ ſhe oucreame all her aducrſarpes 
y had trowed toput herin her wydowhode out of 
all hcrcoqueſtes.ByÞ whiche ſhe was ſo dzcdde 


 #doubtedinarmesþ ſhe — not oncfyP coun: 


tcSbeiozecanquered but aryght grete armye 
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wente vpon p lande of Ethyope whiche ſhe ours 
came by greteſtrengthe 4put it vader lubieccpon 
&FJopnedittoher Empyre. From thens ſhe wen 
tc witha grete puyllaunce in to Fnde/ and aſſay: 
led ſtrongiythe men of Inde to chom there wag 
ucuer man appzochedtomakethem warre. $0 
the ouercametyemand put them vader her ſub: 
leccyon/x ſpth thewente fcrther vpon theyr coun 
trees to moche that to ſay ſhottly that ſhe congue 
red all theowent Whicheis called the Eeſt parte 
of woulde whiche were ryghtgreteand inygh- 
ty.This Sempzamps enfozced 4made agaynſt 
þ cyteof Babylone whiche wag founded vyNem 
boche and the gyauntes and was ſet in the kelde 
ofdempaargrete andofmeruayllous ftrengthe 
and ———— ſothis lady made it more ſſron 
ger ok dyuers defenſes / and lete make avoute tar 
geand depe dykes. Dempanys was in a tyme 
in her chambic 4 maydens aboute ticr kemenge 


hcrheed. Jt happened thattybynges came 5 one 


ofherroyalmes beganto rebell agaynſt cr, 6 
Gelpfted vpherſelfeandCwarcbp her puyſlany: 
ecthat the othcr treſſe of her hecd (holds 115arer 135 
treſſed whiche was vntreſſed tyll the tvarerhat 
chad venged hcrofthat intury andput agavie 
that londe in to her ſubicecyon, So fic made ans 
ne all her men to armethem in a arete muitytude 
and wente vnon theic rebelles ã by mernarteus 
ſtrengtheput them vuderſubiceeyon aAthustey 
and alfher othcrſubiccres dzadde her that neuer 
CytcofLa, Sg.. 












ith they durſte notmouc afotctorcbell. of the 
Whiche nobic dede and couragyous longe in: 
altcr gaue wytneiſcagreteymage made of bzallc 
gylte rycycipiytre vp vponan hyghe pyller in Ba 


bylone whiche reprciented a pzpnccllcholopnge a * 


ſwcrde tn her hande:4oneofthe \ydesofhcrhced 
treſſed xp othernot. This quene fouded Es 
edotncwe dyuers cytres & ftronge placcs a acco 
ply!Thcd many other grete dedes o mocht othere 
was neuer wꝛyten ok no man okſo grete courage 
nc of moꝛe meruaylous werkes worthptobehad 
in mynde. It is trouthe that many blameth her X 
ſolhcoughtofryght yfſhehad ben ofourtawe of 
thatÞ ſhetoke hcr owne ſone to houſbande pſhe 
had goten of Nynus her lorde but the cauſes that 
moued her tothat were.j. pꝛyncypalip / that one 
that he wolde not hauchadinher Empyzenone 
other lady crownedlaue onely herſclfe whiche 
ſholde haue ben it het ſone had wedded ony other 
lady that othercauſe was that her ſemed no mg 
Worthy tohauchertohts wyfe lauc onciy her ow 
ne fone, pct was this cauſe Þgretter thꝛughe Whit 
rhe ſhe was ſomwhat creufed in þ that ſhe wag 

votofourlawe / for Þ people lpued afterÞlawe of 
nature where one durſte dooto another without 

mpſle takyngcthat whiche his herte percepucd/ 

ot deſpꝛed. Fox it is no doubte that if ſhehad thou 

git that ithad ben euyll o2that onyblameſholde 

to her therok but that ſhehadſogretcand ſoo 
hyghe courage / andlonedfomochcworſhyp /ſhe 
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wolde ncticrhaue done it. Nowe is the fyzlt None 
ſctin the foundement of our cyte. NoWe it is con 


uenyent iromhens fozthe to ſet ſewyngly {toncs 
to thc quantytc for to auaunce our buyldynge. 


COftheIJmozones, Capitulo, xvi. 


away Landc theres cowards the endeof 
IF; Europeatter the grete feerhar holds 
M = thinallthe worde / Whichclandets 


called Syche o: Sychye . {t happ:- 

Z7P 1d {ointyme that p countrebp tozce 
of warrc was deſpopled of ally yonge incu TVor: 
lynge in that countrec , 2nd when che women 0 i 
that place ſawe that they had loſt theyr youſ bar 
des/they2 beetherne / and they? kynneſmen. Any 
there was noneleftebut oldemen and chyldren 
they aſſembled by grete courage aud tobe cous 
ſaple bytwene them and aduyled rye coneintyor: 
that from that tyme forth they wolde maynterue 
theyr lordſhyppes Without ony ſtibteccyon ot me 

and made futht a commaundement that no mg 

ner ok man ſholde entre in to they! nryſdrcron 
yet for tohauclygnage they ſholde gointoyner 

tcconntrebyaccrtayne ſeaſon oftheyere 3 rhen 
ſholde they tournchome aoayiuc ito they! conn 
tre. And 1fthey vere delyucred of ony ſones they 
ſholde ſende them vnto theyr faders. Indyfthey 

Crtcof La. Sg.ll. 












were mayde chyldren they wolde nouryllhe them 
themlelle to perfourme they ordynaunce. Thet 
they choſe.n. ofthe mooſt nobic ladyes amonge 
them tobecrowned quenes of Wwhichc one was 
calledLampheto / that other Marpalpc.This do 
ue they chaſed out of thepz countre alt ymankyn- 
dethat was leftchotheyonge 4olde. Jud after p 
thcyarmed themand with agrete batapyle all of 
ladycs #ofmapdens Wente vpon theyzenempes 
and waſtcd alltheyz landebyfyzeand by armrs / 
and there was none that myght reſyſt them aud 
to peke ſhortely tyey auenged the dcthe of theyr 
frendes full notably. Andby this Way began the 
women of Syche oz of Sychye tobcrearmes Pp 
whiche ſyth were called Amozonnes /that is as 
moche to ſay as vnpapped. Forthat theyhad(u: 
che a manereþthenoblewomen When they were 
lytell maydens theyz lyfte pappes were cutte of 
by a certaynecrafte/foxptheyWoidenot be com: 
bred toberc theſhelde.Andto them that werenot 
gentylwomethepzryght pappes were cut away 
tolhote themotceaſcly.&0 they wenteſo moche 

delytyngein thecraftcofarmes that theyencrea 

fed by forteryghtmoche thencountre and they2 

t oalmes in ſo moche that theyꝛ fame wente all 

abouteas Jhaue here befoꝛe touched to . Then 

they wente in to dpuersconntrees echc oftheym 

ledynge a grete hooſt +dydeſomoche oͤthey con- 

queredagreteparteofEuropeandofthecountre 

of Ayfe andput vnder ſubteccyon many dyners 
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countres and Joyned themtd they? lozdhyppcs 
and founded many cytees and townes / and in ly⸗ 
ke Wyſcin Ayle in the eyte of Epheſc whiche 1s x 
longetymehathe ben of greterenowne.Of theſe 
rwoquenes Marpaſye dyed fpzſt ina batapicthe 
tze Amozones crowned her doughter in her pla- 
ceanoble maydcanda fayre whiche was named 
Synoppe Whiche had ſogretecouragethyghch 
all p daycs ofher lyfe ſhe dyſdeyned not to be cou 
pled tonoſman but remayned ſhpilamapde al her 
ipfe.Doſhehadnonec otherloue noz charge but 
onely inthe excerſpſe ofarmes/andinþ\dchadſo 
gicte pleaſuncethat ſhe myghr not be ſaryſfyco 
toallaple and conquerelandes and rovatmes a 
byherhermoder was gretiy venged in ſo moche 
that thoſeof that couutre Wereflapne audput t6 
:ye(Werde 4 walted alithe lande and conquered. 


COfp queneofAmozonye-Thamaris.Ca.rvit. 
\ us as thou mayſte here howethe 
£2 Jmno3z0ncs began andmaynteynch 
jlongetymethey2lozd{hyppegryghe 
4 worſhypfully, Of the whiche thew 
madcquenes byſucecſſyon one af 






i, 


teranother yfryght wozhypful ladyeswhiche to 
name byroWett myght tourne the reders to gre- 
te noyaunce. Soo it ſhall ſuffyſe to ſpcke of pron 
: Cypalles of wWhiche there was one called Thama 
# Tyeryghthardy Wyſe xſage by whos Vote cate: 
Cyteoft a, NT; 


f 


artc. ox theſe ladyes that were vpon the moun 
| Enctmewrtodn or nes a 
Y nge andmygh whichemyght gonotherio2 wml _ 
a a ereroeren — 
| Zabplone.andinthe {bully} ; | l Cor 
nei — #5 woulde. 0 he wol- = Ly ry oo _ P or —_ p o : — 
ſtcs that he had done ofthe irs c ot SY 
de after —— of Rl 5 haue togyder foz that other — p Cs al | 
Tilt A vnder his ſubicccyon,Voherof it happe- them. ©0 they were mw - — ——— 
ett $ ſame wole quene kneWe by her (py  geroches tothe detheanty Pp Ee oP 
—— ſame bpnge Cyrus wolde —_ - mo Os op EE With _— FRET 
| | : of people that ou elte alyue any ut 5 
yer With y; on peels Woulde/ſhe aduy- made to come before herinto Lo ——— Ge o 
COU thatt ſhotde beimpolſpble to dyſcomfyte | dyſcomfyturc/x foz the grete — —— 
ſed a — ſtrengthe ofarmes.So it was con to hym foz onc ofhcr OE: — a we 
Sh by cautcle.Fnd then ſhe wen by þ wap befozc/lhe — alert 
7 th os Ypfuli capytayne whenſhc knewey rus noz ot his barons os mp : IDO * 
© : l 1s Was entered vefo2cin to her londe / vohii hedes oͤckorꝛe hym And a —— — oi 
the ſuffred and lete hympaſſc befozcin to her Cyxrus Whiche by the —— horn. 
l Fo \vithout ony gayne ſaynge/ ſhe made arm? fyed with p blode 0 * — —— 
ßßßß 
11 dyuers buſſhmentesvpon : | { —— 
oo —— — where that Cyzrus my⸗ made to gather _ — San No 
bt vaſſe none other way. There abode this Tha ghter xmy — _ — EET 
LS ryght {p{{p with all hcr hooſtes vntoP ty remembzaunce Co  eithſtanPnge wan 
that Cyzrus and his people were come iuto⸗ haue toldethe ol, Noo T fed them 
ltr \te Waves in forcſtcs / and amonge Þ craggy knowelt them We: x ue — oftcoffoatt 
where thrughe he muſt nedes paſſe. Ind another tyme ey * Oo Me of Othca.20 
RN the lady when that (he ſawe tymemadeha , nee pnune of - — 5— Sree 
ſteiytobloweatrompette.Indthen this Cyrus | Fihall ſay to the mo? 
was ryght ſore abaſſhed Whiche toke no hedeto » 
hymlelke/ x ſodeynly (awe hym aſſapled in eur? | 
2 
k 
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EBHowetheftronge Hercules a Cheſeus wente 
vpon the Aniozones and howe the. ij.tadyes Me 
ag dau almoolſt ouercome them 


Capitul 9. xviij. 






LCP 'Þ ofcheyz bodycs opbpryepzors 
*}þ armes'ofchelelavpeiof an 






N. W | whiche by all countreegweredzedde 
ce whiche was farre thens.And$ tydynges wen 


and waſted the conntres pfthep wolde not yelde 
theym rpght ſoone vnto theym /andho we-they 
to withlkandc they: enempes. Ofthis-all Gece 
was afcrde doubtyngethat thelandes of theym 
Holdeltretche in ſhozte tume vnto thepz countre. 
Then there was in Gece tn thefloure ofhis pou 
che Hercules the meruayllous ſtronge man Wwhi 
che in his tyme dyde mozemcruapllesof ſtrength 
than ener man dyde that was borne of womaãn / 
of whome is made mencyon in hyſtoryes. Foꝛ he 
fought with gyauntes and Lyons/ with ſcrpen- 
, tes and monſtres ryght meruayllous and had of 
i allthem the vyctozy. And to ſaye ſhortelp he was 
[ ſo ſtronge pzchener man was lyke hym in (free 

extepte Samplon le forte; This Hercules fayd 

tt werenot goodtoabyde tyl theſe ladyes of mo 
$onye came vpon them-but it were moche better 
togo'vpon them ly20thenfoxp they lete ordeyne 


_ 
"Rs 
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3; 4, Datſholde J fopmareof flengrhe 
| ſetadpesof Imozbtiye/ | 
X "And doubted anonetoþ oflonde gre | 
te ho we theſe iadyes ſeaſed not todeſtroplandes 





a grete nauye of fhyppes a aſſembled a grete com 
pany of yongeluſty mcn foz to go thyder in grete 
yaſte/when Thelcus the wezlhyptuil and wyſe 
man whiche wag kpnge of Athenes knee this 
rydynges he ſayd thatye ſholde not go without 
yym.Znd ſo he aſſemblcda grete hoolt with this 
yooit of Hercules/and When they were all aſſem 
bled they put them in to the ſee to warde the coun 
tre of Jmozonpe , Ind When they appzoched the 
countre Yercules notwithſtandynge higmeruay 
tous ſtrengthe and hardyneſſe and his greteholt 
ofpcople durlte not take the pozte by dayneto co 
me downe vpon the lande / lo mochethettrengrhe 
of theſe amozonegwas blowen aboute in dyters 
countrees that it were meruaple to ſap and byic- 
nepfthere Were notſoo many hyſtozycs brynge 
\wytnelle ofthem there hathe ben (o many 0! 
ſhypfull men oucrcome by women. So Hercules 
and his hooſt abode tyll the darke nyght was co 
me. Jud then when the houre was come that cuc 
ry mortall creature ought totake his reftand tle⸗ 
pcheandhis hoolt lepte alande and entred in t⸗ 
thecountre/andbeganto ſette fpze uw cytees and 
cownes and ſicweall the women y tokenohede 
oftheys compnge. Jn the meane tyme grete was 
pcrye amongep people/then they were not flowe 
torcnneto theyr harnoys almancrof women as 
thoſethat were mooſt hardyeſt to renne amonge 
p people towarde Þ ſce ſpde vpon theyz enemyes. 
¶ And thentherereygned vpon theſe 3mozones 
Cyteof La. Vh:j. 





the quene OrthyaÞ Whiche was alady of ryght 
grete wozthpnelle and conquered many landes. 
And thiz was the moder of wozlhypfull quene 
Pantaſylya of whom ſhall be made mencyonhe 
reafter.This quene Orthya was crowned aftcr 
pchcualrous quene AnthyoppeÞ Whiche mayn- 
teyned» Amozones tn grete dyſcyplyne of armes 
xofcheualrye/ and was paſſynge wyſe x hardye 
inher tyme. Soo this quene Ozthya herde this 
tydynges howe the Gzekes Were come in bp ny- 
gix fyghtynge on the lande & alway ſlepuge the 
people, Thenit was todemeylhe was wothe x 
thought tobe auenged vpon thep2 male talent! + 
anone manaſynge them that ſhe dzedde not com- 
maunded to make redy all her batayſe} there one 
myght ſe all the ladyes buſy to renne to they: har 
noys andaſſembled themaboute theyz quene / # 
by this tyme was the clere dape come. Ind then 
this quenc armed herſelfe and abode to put in oz- 
dzc her bataylles and her holtes. Then were the- 
re.ij.woꝛſhypful mapdens of ſouerapne ſtrength 
of chcualrpe and hardyneſſe # wyſe aboue many 
others. Of whiche þ one was called Manalyppe 
#that other Ppolyte/ and they wereryght nyghe 
kynneto the quene;x they abode not onelp the co 
mpnge of thep2 quene/but as faſt as thep mpght 
bearmed/theyz ſperes in theythandes/ they: ſhel 
des ofſtronge elemphant hangynge vpon they 
neckes mounted vpon they well rennynge cour 
lers wente ryght faſt rennynge towardeP porte/ 
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and With grete h*te as thoſe) Were ſuppyyſed 5 
w:athe berynge loWe theyz ſperes bare thzughe 
p belt of þ grekes.Thatis toknowe Manalyppe 
towarde Yercules/and Jpolyte to Theiens/but 
whether they had wꝛathe 02no it apered Wel; toz 
notwithſtandyngey grete ſtrengthe hardyneſſe x 
grete courage of them ſo ſtrongly theſe maydens 
hurte them/#by ſo grete encountre eche of theym 
bete theyz knyght/x they alſo fellonÞ other ſyde / 
but as loone as they myght they recouered them 
ſelke #ranne vpon them with good [Wwerdes , O 
what wozſhyp ought theſe ladpes tohaurp by.ut 
che.1j. women werebeten.1y.otp belt knyghtes p 
were inally wozlde/ #this thyngeſhoide not be 
credyble to be trewe but p (o many anteniyke doc 
tours bereth wptnelle ot1t / theſe ſame doctours 
meruayllynge themlelfe of this aducnturein ex⸗ 
cuſpnge ſpecyally Hercules colyderyngehis out; 
ragyous ſtrengthe ſayth p he was bcholdynge to 
his hors þlepte fromp grete hurte of þ ſtroke: fo; 
they trowed not yfthey had ben on tote but they 
ſholdchaue bcn thzovnedowne,theie.y, kny gt 
tcs were aſhamed tobe thugs beteof theſe. may 
dens. Notwltandpnge theſe mapdens fought v⸗ 
thepz fwerdes ayenſt thele.1j.knyghtes ſtrogly x 
pbataple endured longe)yet at ylaſt# what mer 
uaylep theſcmapdens Were take tozthere ought 
not tobelyke ſtrokes byt wene the, Of this pꝛyſe 
thep thought them gretely honourcd. Hercules x 
'Theſcns were gladder tha + they had take acyte 
CytcofL3. Ih. 
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So they helde them in they: ſhyppes with them 2 
1 and thou: } 
ght that thep had well employed thep: wyll.Jnd } 
When they ſawe them vnarmed and that they we ' 
reſo fayre and ſo ſemely then doubled they: Joye 


forefrelſhe themand to vnarme 


for thep tokenener pzap was to them ſoagrea- 
ble/and fo thep kepte them with grete Joy #plea 


ſaunce.Thencamethequene pon the grekes W | 


a gretehooſt/and when) tydynges came to her 


that theſe two maydensWere taken ſhe wag mer 


uapllouſ]y ſozoWful/yct for doubte that they ſhol 
dedo os Hain totheſeladycs that were taken 


wente vpon them ſhereſted as then/a ſente 
to them by, ij.other baronneſſeg and badde them 
toput to they: fpnaunce fox theſe.ij.ladyes agmo 
che as it pleaſed them and ſhe woldeſende it vnto 


them. Hercules # Thefeus receyued thefe meſſa⸗ 
geres with grete wozſhyp and anſwered theym 
courtoylly/and yfthe quene wolde make a ſmall 
peas with them/and bothe ſhe # her baronneſles 
ſholde pzomyſe that theyſholdenener armethem 
agapnlt the Gzekes but to be they: good{frendes 
Ind the Gzekes wolde pzompſe them in the ſame 
wyſe that they wolde yeldehome theſe,ij. ladyes 
allqupte withouthaupnge ony other raunſome 
ſane they: harnoys onely foꝛ that thep wolde ha 
ue fo: worſhypandremembzaticefoeuer ofthis 
vpctozp that theyhad vpon theſe ladyes, Then þ 
quene for the deſp1e thatſhehadto haue theſe. jj. 
damopſelles agayne / whom that ſheloued ſo mo 


che was conſtrayned to make a peas With pᷣ gre⸗ 
kes.Do0 was this matter entreated a accozded 
bytwene them þ thequene came to them all vn- 
armed witty ryghta fayze company of ladyes x 
maydens1in ſorychearapethat they ſalve neuer 
{uche betoze/the grekes mette With them and tee 
ſted them and made ſure the peas bytwene them 
and there was moche Jop made; pet not foz that 
itnoyed gretely /Theſens to delyucr Jpolpte fo2 
he was imyten with gretcloue , Soo Yerculcs 
p2ayed and rcquyzed the quene{o moche fot hym 
that lhegraunted Theſens to take Jpolytc vito 
his wpfe and ſo ſholdeledcherinto tus countte 
Ind then Were the Wedbynges made wozſhypiut 
ly / and after that the Gzekes departed / and The 
{ens ledde home ypolyte Whiche had a tonc aitet 
warde that was called Ipolytus whiche was a 
$1ygiot of grete Wwozthyp and a choſen ma amon 
ge many. Ind when it Bas knowne in greece that 
tyat the peas was made they had neuer gretter 
Joye. Jo: there was neuer noo thyngs that rhey 
Noubtcdinvee, 


Coktthe quene Pantaſſylea howe ſhe wenteto 
the tocouts of Troye. Ca, rir. 
Aongetymelyued this noble quent 
* C0. |[Outhya/and in greteproſperyteh;cl 
WAdcthelandeof Imozonye and 1mo- 
ARſche encrealed they2 puyllauntt aud 
Ilhe was ryght olde When ſhe dyed. 
CytcofLa. Ji. iij. 








Then thep crowned after herher noble doughter 
the ryght wozſhypfull Pantaſlplie/ whiche abo⸗ 
ueall others barethe.crowneof wpytte / of pzyce / 
of wyſdome and wozthyneſſe.This lady was ne 
uerwerp tobere armes ne to fyght / a by her thepz 
lordſhyp wag encreaſedmoze than euer it was. 
Foſhereſtedneuer tyme. Soſhe was ſo moche 
dzeddc of her enempes that there durſt none aby- 
de her.'This lady was of ſohpghe courage that 
thedpſdepnedneuertobecoupledtomibutwas 
amapydcallherlyfe.CJnher tyme was thegre- 
te warre ofthe Grekes agaynſt the Troyans / a 
koz the gretefame that floured thuughe all þ woꝛl 
de oftheryght grete worſhyp and knyghthode of 
Ectoz of Troy as of the mooſt manly of the wozl 
deand ofthe mooſt excellent in al graces. As it is 
the vſage that gladly cucrp frende Woide deſpte 
to vyſyte his lyke. Pantaſſplie whiche was the 
chyeke of all ladyes of woulde / and Whiche that 
herdeſape contynuellp ſogrete goodnelle of this 
worſhppfulEctoz ſheioucd hym worthyptully of 
ryght gretclouc /4aboucallthynges ſhe deſyred 
to ſe hym /xfo2 to fulfyll this deſyre the departed 
krom her royalme in gretchaſte withryght a no⸗ 
blecompany ofladycs and damoyſelles ofgrete 
pꝛowelſe ryght rychelp armed. So ſhe toke her 
Wap towarde Troy Whiche was notlptcll /but 
ryght ferre of pct it thought not longe /noz tra- 
uaylableto the herteploucth wel / when they ca 
me top poxte of Trop there arpued this noble pz 
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taſſylle/# yet it was tolate fo there ſhe foide Ec 
to2 deed Whiche was flapne by Xchylles lyenge a 
waytefoz hym inp batayle /in whom peryſſhed $ 
floureof allknyghthodeof Trop. Then this gue 
ne Pataſlpile was receyued with grete worſhyp 
of kynge PLemns and ofthc quene Eccuba his 
wyfe/x of all thep} lozdes/but yet ſhe hadher her: 
tealway onthatyſheſawe neucr Ectoz on Ipue/ 
whiche canſedherþ there mpghrnothyngeretop 
ceher/yctÞ kynge * quence Whiche without ſca- 
ſynge lorowed foz pdethe ofthep2 ſoncEcto: ſapd 
tohery \pth thep myght not ſhewe hym to her on 
iyuep they wolde ſho we hym toher deed. Then 
thepleddehcrintoy temple where they bad ina- 
de his ſepulture ÿ moſt noble xmoſt ryche þ cucr 
onyhyſtozy made mencyon of/fo2 it was made tn 
achapellryght ryche all of golde 2 pzccyous ſto⸗ 
nes befoze the hyghe awter oktheyr goddes i the 
reſateÞbodpyof Ectoꝛ ina chapze whiche was ſo 
bawmed # couered o it ſemed vyſyblyp it was on 
lyue holdynge aſWwerdeinhis hande ſemynge al 
wap hts fpers vyſage manaſed che Grekes; clo 
thedina garment grete #large al! of Tyſſue em 

v20Wdzcd With pzecyous ſtones trayivuge on þ 
crthe # coucred » partyes byncthe whiche were 
plunged infync bawme / whiche yelded meruay!- 
lous ſwetnes there Troyans helde thisbodymn 
grete wozſhyp as it had ben one of they2 goddes 
Wlyght of ware clercly bꝛẽ nynge a there was rp 
cheſſe Wout nomb2e/x thyder they £ this quene 

J Utſ. 
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Hantaſſylle the whiche as ſone as $ chapel was 
opened #laWe the bodp ot Ectoz kneledherdow 
ne ſaluynge hym as he had ben on lyue/and after 
ſhe wente nere a in beholdynge ỹ byſage ihe begã 
to ſaye ſuche woꝛdes wepynge. ¶ Ha floure and 
excellence of all knyghthode of all the wozlde/the 
grounde andþendynge of all wozthyneſle / who 
maycnowefromhenſefozthcauauntehymafter 
you of ony pꝛoꝝ eſſe/oʒ to ſtretcheaiwerde ſpthp 
nowets quenched the lyght andenſample of ſoo 
grete hyghnelſle.Jlas what houre was bozne the 
arme ſo curſed that durſtbyhts outragyoug cou 
rage dclpoyle the woylde of io gretea treaſoure. 
C © ryght noble pzynce wherfoze is my foztune 
ſo contrary that Jhadnotben ſonygheyou whe 
thc falſe traytoure that ſlewe pou made ſuche a 
Wayte vpon your perſone. JfJhad ben there 

Woldehaue waytcd vpon your perſone myſelfe/ 
pet and ye Were on ſpuc he wolde byleue pour de- 
the ſholde bereuenged. CVawhat grete wzathe 
and ſorowe that myne herte keleth to ſe you thus 
Without puyſſaunce to ſpeke tome whom J deſy 
red ſo moche to ſe.Nowe ſyth it maye none other 
Wyſe be. Iſwere by al the hyghe goddes that we 
byſcuc on and pzomyſc well and afferme to you 
my dere lorde p whyle my lyfe ſhall endure'poure 
dethe ſhall be venged by me vpon the Grekes. 

Thus knelynge befoze Þ bodp Pantalſſylle ſpake 
ſohyghe that Þgrete company oflozdes aladyes 
of the cheualryc that weretheremyght hercher, 


$. 
— 


ſhe and all wepte fo: pyte and coude ſull cuyll de- 
parte from thens}yet at the laſt kyſſynge the han 
de with whiche he helde the ſwerde ſhe departed 
ſapnge. ¶ worzthyneſſe of knyghthode whiche ſc 
med you well in ydur lyfe when Þ repzeſentacyon 
ofyour body bereth pon wytneſſe of fo grete excel 
lence / #anone ſhe departed Wwepynge ryght tcn- 
deriy/andas ſoone as lhe myght ſhe armed hcr # 
lepte out ofÞ cyteWhcrhooſtryght nobly arayed 
agapnlt the Grekes that were at þ ſycge . And to 
ſapeſhoztely ofthat þſhedyde there without fay 

ieyfſhe had lyued longe ſhe wolde haue done 113 
ny meruaylles ofarmes. Soſhe wolde not tour 
nehomewarde but wolde fyght with Pyirus ᷣ 
was fone of Fehylles awas arpght manly kav 
ght ofhis hade. + moche lhe betehp x wotider 
hymy he was almoſt ſlayne. And With gretepay 
nche wasreſcowed ofhis people 4 as a deed mat! 
Was bozne out of þ felde;and the Grckes trowed 
neuer that he ſholde eſcape / wherfo:c they made 
mocheſozowe/and yf ſhe haddehatcto the fader 
ſheſhewedit well to þ fone. Neuertheleſſe to nia 
keſhorte the tale when ſhe had done there ſo mo 
cheofarmes by dyuers Journcys With her pco- 
plep the Grekes were vndernethe Pyzrusþ was 
amended ofhis woundes had meruayllous ſha - 
me and ſoro we that he was thus beten ſoo fortie 
ofthis womi . So he oꝛdeyned his people ofhis 
hooſt Whiche were of ryght grete proweſſe rhat 
theyſholdeattende to none other thynge in ba- 











tapleſauc onelyto encloſe Pantaſſplleebytwene 
them and to putherfromherpeople/fozhe wolde 
that ſhe wereſlapne by his owne hande #he p20; 
mplcd them yf they mpght do thus to gyue them 
grete gyftes.This thynge to accomplylſhe9 peo 
ple of Þyzrus put grete payne longe tyme 92 they 
myght happen to do it/ioz they dzed ſoo mocyeto 
come nyghe her fox p grete ſtrokes that ſhe gaue, 
vet not foz that co come to the conciuſpon they ap 
plyedit as tholeptokenohedetoother thynge/ a 
lawe ina Journapy where ſhe dyde meruapllous 
dedes of armes that it myght nere hande ſuffyſe 
to Ectotyfhehadbenonlpuc / that by pain 
ought tobe wery/z there they encloſed her amon 
gethem / departed her from her batayle/a ſo ſoze 
oppeclled her ladyes that thep myght not locoure 
her/3 that notwithſtandynge by ryght meruapl- 
lous vertue and ſtrengthelhe wolde haue defen- 
ded her / and then theybzake her harnoys a ſmote 
ofa quarter ofhcr helme. Then Pyrrus when he 
ſawey hecd bare by whiche heryelowe hecre ap- 
pcred gaue her lo grete a ſtroke pheclefte in ſon- 
d2ePheed #the brꝛayne. And thus ended the woz 
ſhypfull PantaCyllcofwhomit was grete lolle 
to.thc Tropans andgrete ſozoweto all her, coun 
fre Whiche made gretcl020Wwe and lamcntacyon 
Foz neuer ſyth therercygned none ſuche vpon the 
Amozoncs. Ind thenne they bare the bodye ho- 
me in to her owne countre, CIndthusas thou 
mayſt here begauttheropalmeof womens was 
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mapyntepned by gretepuyſſatice/Whiche endured 
by Þ {pace of. viy.hondzed yercs as thou thyſelfe 
maylt note andſe/xredeby the hyſtozwes of nom 
bꝛe Whichc may renneſpth they begynnynge tyll 
after the conqueſt ofgrete Xlexandzep conquered 
al y Wozide. Jn whiche tyme it appered Þ then cn 
dured preygne #lozdſhyp of þJmozones. Fo: pᷣ 
hyſtozy ofyymmaketh mencyon howe he wente 
into that royalme and howehe was receyued of 
the quene xottheladyes. So was this Ilcradie 
longetymeafter the deſtruccyon of Troye:and þ 
ſame Wyſe moze than.it.hondzed percs after the 
foundacyon of Rome whichc was longe tyme af 
tcrÞ ſayd deſtruceyon of Troy. wherfoze pf thou 
Wplte takethe leyſoure tobzpnge togyder the hy 
ſtoryes and to calcule thetymes and the nombye 
thou ſhalte fynde that this royaime and the lorde 
{hyp of womenenduredryght a longe ſpacc/and 
thou mayſt note that inal the lozdſhyppes pᷣ hach 
ben in the wozlde whiche by the ſpace of fo mochc 
tyme hath endured oneſhallnot fyndc more nota 
ble pꝛynces nozin moze quantyte ne that hath do 
nemozenatable dedes than Were done by p guc- 
nes and theladyes ofthatrealme, 
¶ Df Cenobyequene ofPalmurencs,Ca. xx. 
FEIZTIEB Dere Were not wozſhypfull women 
0 Xonely oftheſe Amoʒones fox þ valy- 
þ F) Me auũt Cenobpe ought not to be of leſſe 
— fame & wozthyncs Þ was queneof 


S&, OR palmurcnes a lady of noblebloode/ 


















yllued of Ptholomees kynges of cgypte. Df this 


lady was apperyngeall her youthe the grete cou | 


rage and knyghtly inclynacyon that ſhe had. Foz 
as ſoone as the was ſtrengthed there myght no 
man kepe her but that ſhe woldeicue the dwellpn 
ge inthe townes cloſpd /in palayces / 02 inroyall 
chambzes but to enhabpte the woodes ã fozeltes 
in whiche places ſhe had her (wcrde gurde abou 
te her x dartes by grete dylpgence toſlethe Wylde 


— 


beeltes / as hertes and hyndẽs. And after that be: | 


gan to fyght with Lyons/with beres / and with 
many other Wylde beeltcs/and ſhe aflapled them 
Without dzede x ouercame them meruapllouſiy. 
This lady hcldeit kor no payne tolpe inthe woo: 
des do ubtyngenothynge vpon the harde erthe/ 
inhotcand in colde/nett greuedhernotto trace 

ſtrayte paſſages of fozeſtes/graue vponþ mon- 
caynes:/dykcin the valaps /rennynge aftcrp be- 
ſtes.Thisladydyſpzayſed all carnailloue; #lon- 
ge tymnerefuſcd maryageas che wolde kepcher 
vyzgynpte)yet at plaſtconftrapned by her kynne 
ſhe toke tohouſbandethe kyngeof Palmurenes 
Okgretebeautc and ſoucrapnip of body # of vyſa 
gc was this noble Cenobye whiche ſet but Iytell 
byher beaute. Ind kortune was ſo fauourabie to 
hcrinclynacyonp Che conſented to hane an houſ⸗ 
bandc cozcſpondent pnoughe to her condyong. 

This kynge Whiche was a knyghtly man hadde 
grete lulte to conquere by ſtrengthe of armes all 
the ozyent andp Empyzes aboutehym. Jn 4 
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fame tymeUaleryan Fuguſte Þhelde$ Empyze 
of Kome vas taken of Sapoze kpnge of Perce, 
This kynge of Palmurenes aſſen:bledhis IE 
tehooſt and Cenobye made no grete fozce ofthe 
krell hnes ofher beaute/but dyſpoled her to ſutfre 
the trauayle ofarmes With her houſbande / and 
to wereharnops / #to bepartycypant with hym 
in alllabours in erercyſe ofknyghthove. This 
kyngethat was named Ozdonet ltabled Hetode 
his ſone of another woman to condupte one par 
teofhis hoolt takynge hede agaynſt the ſapd Sa 
pozekynge of Perce Whiche that tyme occupycd 
Yelopotame/afterhe ozdepned that on 5 other 
parte lholde go vpon hym Cenobyehis wyfc w 
another grete parte ofhis hoot. And hc hymſelfe 
tholde goin that otherparte with the thyrde pat 
te ofhis hooſt.Doo they departed in ſuche ordie 


-naunce . But what ſhall J ſaye: the ende of thi= 


matter was ſucheſoas thoumayſtſebyþhyſts: 
rycs that this lady Cenobye ſompghtely and b:; 
{Uchchardyneſſc x vertue gate dyuers baraviles 
agaynſt this kynge andhad the vyctorye ant by 
her pzowelle put Mefopotame vnder the ſubice. 
cyon ofherhouſbande/and beſycged Sopote ttc 
kynge ok Perte in his owneepteand toke ym br 
ſtrengthe with his Concubynes and there be c6 
quered grete haboundaunce ofrycheſſe. EA tecr 
this vyctozye it happened Sher houſbande was 
flayne by onc ofhis owne kynnes men for enure 
thathereygned vpon hym / yet this lady bynoblt 
CytcofLa. Fl.1, 








f Y 






courage toke the poſſeſlyon oftheEmpyze fozhcr | toher barongandto ſtraungers/and all magny- 


{ | | l largeſſe 

whiche were yet but yonge/andputher | fycence was holden ity her/ and roya 7 ; 
—— fer al as. Empuelle and 5 therot in un thynges — Five — — 
nannct by grete vertue and charge and de well dza cn: 

a all-ſo the oucrned by ſo grete wytte #DyC- ce;ſhe was alwap ofa ſouerapne chaſtpte.F oꝛſhe 


cyplyne otknyghthode / that Galeryan and Ciau 


kepte her not onely krom other men but in the ſa⸗ 
dvan Emperoures of ome thought that they oc 


me Wyſe ſhe woldenot lye With her houſbande: 


—— 


wed open 
arte of the ozpent foz2y Romapnes dur but fo:haupnge ofyſue/3thatſheHhe 

Ce Onertake ony! thyngeagapnlt her.Jnd lp bp thatthatlhewoldenot lyewithopm — 
the ſame Wyſe the Egypcyansney Arabyens ue the felte her with chylde/and to that ententet 


thoſe ofJrmony but doubted her puyſſaunce and 
her grete kyerleneſſe and yelde theym contenteto 
kepethatthcy had @medieno ferther,This lady 
was wozlhypped of her pzynces t of her pcople 
obeyed andloucdand of her knyghtes dred and 
doubtcd/foz whe ſherode with her people as ofte 
tymes it — ſhe wolde neuer ſpeke to them 


i 
" 


ll that appered outwarde ſholde afferme that ᷣ 
” —— wolde neuer that ony vycyous 
man ſholde haunte her courte/and {he wolde p al 
thep that wolde deſyre to ſtande in her good gra 
cc Were vertuous and Well condycyoned and the 
dyde gretchonoure to people aftcr they? worthy 
neſſe and vertucs / #not onelp forthey2 rycheile 





; '7 cnn that us 
oft but hcrharnoys on herbackeandher oz by2the;and ſheloued moche thoſe men that ws 
TAs = Was no bataple made her ar- | reofſadde condycyons and pzoued in TUE 
mure to beleddein charyot . Notwithſtandynge '— de, She lyued alter a royall cuſtom, AR = n 
other kynges vſed that gupſe. And alway ſhe ro⸗ preſſe by grete magnykycence and c : 5 - 
de vpon a well rennynge courſer / # often tymes ter the maner of Fe whiche wage vo —— = 
; ſhc wolderyde vnknovone to eſpye her enemyes rhe mooſt pontyfycallcuſtome Hd oe 
q before her folke.This noble ladyCenobye with kynges.She was ſeruedin vellc of _ — 
thatlhe paſſed all other knyghtes ofthe woꝛlde — ofpyceyous ſtones She was garnz we 
b; tyme in dyſcyplyne and crafteofknyghthode. good araye/and alſo ſhe gathered — 
Fiſo ſhe paſſed allother ladyes in nobleſſe and res ofher ovone Without do} — mr - : 
Y good condycyongs of honeſt lyfe /and ryght ſobzc and ſhe gaue ryght largely where =o l a — 
fouerapnely in all her demeanynge yet notwith: ſonable /foꝛ there was neucr pꝛ WE o gre t 
ſtandynge ſhemade often tymes grete keeſtes vn { geſſe LOND 4 gretter magn — — 
F | Cyte ol La. — — 
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¶ And with theſe ſaydthynges oneof Þ hygheſt 
other vertues that Flhalicapecothewas lerned 
wlecrcrsinthoirot Egypteandotherownelan 
guage,and whe ſhe hadreit then ryghtdyipgent 
lp the tokehede tothe ſcole and deſpzed toberau- 
ghtinphploſophp by a phploſophzep wasnamcd 
longyne. She kneWethe latpne andy grekyſlye 
Ictters bp þ yelpe of whiche ſhe ozdepned andput 
ryghte curyouſly all her byſtozyes vnder ryghte 
ſhozte wozdes. andthe ſame wple lhe wolde that 
hcr chyldzcn thatſhe nouryNhed were ternedin 


ſcyences.Nowe take good hede ryght dere fren⸗ 
de yfthouhane oughtſenc ofony pzynce o2 knp- 
ght moze vnpuerailinall the verrues. 
& OfLylye moder of good knyght Thyerrys. 
Capitulo, xxi. 
Nd howe that the noble lady Lylye 
—CICH WaSnotinbatapleinpzopzcperſon 
- WI5Q is thenottobeprapſedasryghtano 
ED) W3 ; ble worſhypfull ladyin » that ſhe 
_ counſaplipnge her ſonc Thyerrys 
ryght noble knyght made hym to tourne agayne 
in tothe batayle as thou ſhalte here. This Tyer 
res wasinhistymeone ofthe gretepzynces of 
palays ofthe Emperour of Conſtantynoble/and 
was ryght a fayre man and tyght wel pꝛoued in 


the wozthynelle of knyghthobe / and with that by 
theryghtgood nouryſlhynge xcounſapliynge of 
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his moder was ryght vertuous and excellently 
mancred. ¶ It happened pa pzynce nained Odo 
natre wente vpon the Romapyncs for to deſtroye 
them and all Jtraly/and as theſe Komayns wen 
tetorequyze the foxcſayd Emperoureof Conſtan 
tynoble ofhis helpe/heſente to them this knyght 
/Tyerres as fox the beſt knyght of cheualry with 
ryght a grete hoolt of people. So it happened as 
hc foughtin bataylc ozdepned agar nſt this Odo 
natrethe fortune ofthe bataple tourned agapnſt 
hyminſuche Wyſe that i02 dzedehe was conſtray 
ncdtofletowarde the cytcof Raucnne/ and whe 
this wozlhypful # wyſe moder whiche toke good 
hede ofthe batayle ſawe herſonefleſhehadgrete 
and meruayllous ſozowec/conſyderynge that the 
rempght benogretter repzoffe to a knyght than 
toflembataple. Jnonethe grete nobleſſe ofhcr 
courage made her to fo:gete all moderly pyte in 
luche maner that ſhe hadleucr to ſc Þ dethe ofher 
ſone worſhypfully than there ſholde falle to hym 
ſucheaſhame.Soſheranncanone befozeyym x 
payed hymryght tenderly ỹz he ſholde not dyſho: 
noure hym by ſuchefleynge/butþheſholdeaſſem 
bleagaynehishooſt and tonrne top batayle / yet 
hetoke noo charge of theſe Wozdes/and then the 
good moder ſupp2yſcd with grete wrathe tyfted 
bp hergowne befoze and ſayd to hym/trucly fap- 
reſonethouhaſtnoplacetofletobut thoutourne 
agayne in tothe wombe fro whens thoucameſt, 
Th-n was this Thyerrcs ſo aſhamed) he lefte 
CyteofLa. J1.ltſ. 








his flepnge #aſſembledhis people agayne/xtouc 
ned agapyne to the batayle in the whiche fox Þ hete 
thathehadoftheſhame ofthe wozdes ofhts mo 
dcr hc fought lo ſtrongly that he dyſcomfyted his 
encmyes andſiewe Ddonatre/and ſoall Jraiye 
was dclyuercd of theyz enempes by the wytte of 
this lady whercit was lyketobevtterly dcſtrop 
cd. Do meſemeth that the honoure ofthis vpcto 
rycame moze of the moder than ofthe ſone. 


C Of thequeneof Fraunce Fredegonde. Ca. xxij. 


W=e77F thequencof Fraunce Fredegonde 
7. 2:3 Tot whom Jſpake befoze was aiſoof 
* Agrete hardynelſe ofthat that ſhedyde 
" Fil bataple, Foz as Fhauetouchedho 
<9 wc ple was icfte wedowe of kynge 
Chyiderykeher houſbande hauynge Clotharye 
Jer (one at her pappes.andþ royalmewas aſlap 
[co with werre ſhe ſaydroher barons.Lozdesne 
drede younot forthe multytude of our enemyes 
that ben come vpon vs.Foꝛ Jhaue thought befo 
ca wyle by the whiche we ſhail oucrcome them 
vf pc wyll bpleuemc, Fſhallleucal kemynyne dze 
dc and Tſhallarmempneherte With the hardy⸗ 
neſſe ofamantothatententeto £1icreace the cou 
ragc ofpou. xofall ourhooſt by pyte ofyouryon: 
&cP2ynce, Do Ichall go before haupnge hymin 
mone armes andycſhallfolowemcandthatwe 
haue ozdepned our concſtable to do / ve ſhal do the 
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ſame.Fnd the barons anſwered a bad her to com 
maunde them # withryght good herte they wol⸗ 
delabourett,Jnd then ſhelete make and well 02: 
depned her hooſt.Syth he put her befozc wel hoz 
ſed her ſone bytwene her armes the barons aftcr 
and al the bataylles ſewynge by fapze 02d2e.And 
fothey rode towarde theyzenempyes ſolongetpil 
the nyght was come. Ind then they entredinto 
afo:eſt.Sotheconeſtablecuttedowne an hyghe 
bzaunche ofa trec/and all the remenaunt vpde þ 
ſame Wyſe and coucred al they hozſcs with may 
| tyed belles aboute ſome oftheyz neckes as met; 
dothetohozſe that gothcinpaſtures and in this 
maner they rode togyderan caſp pacetpll they ea 
menyghe the lodgynges of thepy enempes / and 
they helde hyghe bzaunches and bowes of mays 
in theyr handes.Fnd alway thequenc wente be - 
foe with hardp courage in warnynge theymby 
Pompces and fapze wozdes fo todo wel holdyn 
gcthe lytcil kynge bytwenchcrarmesofwhiche 
thepallhadgrete pyte / and had themoze courage 
to kepe his ryght. And When they thought pthep 
Were nyghe ynoughe theyz enemyes they reſted 
them. when thedawnynge ofthe daye began to 
appere thoſe that made watche ofthe hooſt ofthe 
cnempyes pcreepuedit 4 began to ſaye one toano 
ther. Sehereagrete meruapyle . Fox yeſternyght 
there apperedno woodenoz fozeſt nyghe vs and 
ſenowearyghtgrete4athycke woodeP others 
pbcheldethis thyngeſayd that itmuſt nedegbeþ 










the woodchad ben there longe tyme beloꝛe lor it 
myght be none other wylſe but that thep haueben 
ſobeeftyThe that they haue not percepuedit/and 
that it was toſe that it was a woode / thebelles 
of the hots that paſtured mpght haue made them 
certayne.Znd ſo as theydeuyſed they thoughtne 
uer on thetrechery , Sodeynly thequenes hooſt 
caſt away theyzbrzaunches and thenthatþ ſemed 
to theyz enemyes a wode it appered knyghtes ar 
med-lo they ranne vpon them /andthis was do- 
ne ſo ſodaynlyþ theyr euemyeshad no lepſoureto 
atme them̃ / koꝛ thep were all in theyz beddes. So 
thep wente in to theyr lodgynges / and ſlewe and 
coke theym all that they coude fynde/ #thus they 
had the vycto2y by the wytte ofthis good quene 
Fredegonde « 


¶ Ot the mayde Campylle.Ca. xxiij. 


5 women of woꝛſhyp and ofkuyght 
+ {a xthode Jmpght telltheynoughe. The 
TLYSN.noblemayde Camylle Was noo leſſe 
&—aA-Eworthy than thoſe befoze ſapd./This 
ASYLA Camylle was doughter of the ryght 
auncyent kynge of yonlques named Machaby- 
us and when the was bone her moder dycd/and 
anone after her fader was dyſheryted by his ow- 
ne pcople that rebelled agaynſt hym/xſoo moche 
they troubled hym that he was conſtrapnedto fle 
fo: taupnge of his lyke. Soo hebare nothynge vo 
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hym ſaue onely his yonge dotghter whom he lo⸗ 
of(o grete loue. And when he came to paſſe ouer a 
grete ryuerethathe myJht uot choſe but he muſt 
nedes palle it/he was in grete mpſchyeke fox that 
that he coude fynde rio counſaple to helpehigiytci 
doughter to paſſe/and whe he yad thought ynou 
ghche toke grete ryndes of trees made a vellell 
aSit were a lytcllbote, So heputhis lytell dou⸗ 
ghter within and bounde Þ veileil with good ro: 
pes tohis arme. And alter put it in the rpuere / 
hecwymmynge trapled caſcly this vellcil aftcr 
hym/and ſo heandhis doughter paſſed ouer the 
water in tothe woodes / and there he lyued longe 
fox he durſte not go noneotherwaye toz dzcde of 
tis cnemycs.Ye nouryſſhed his doughtcr with 
the myike of wplde beſtes vnto the tywe that ſhe 
was wcllſtrengthed/and With the ſkynnes of þ 
beeſtes that hcſlewe he coucred bothe hym 3 his 
doughter a they hadnone other beddenc other co 
ucrynge but — of beſtes,And whe ſhe was 
waxed moche lhe beganto warre with Wylde be 
ſes and toſicthem Withherlynges andſtones 
zſhc wolderenne after ſolyghtly that theremp: 
gyt no greyhounde do better · And thus ſhe conty 
11cd tpi ſhe came to her parkyte age in whiche {hc 
toundeherſelfe ofameruapllous ltrengthe + tar 
dynelle / and then ſhe was enſourmed of her cadcr 
ofthe 92ongethat hehadofhis ſubgectes, Die 
felynge herſelfc ofgretc ſtrengthe and ryght cou- 
ragyous departed fromthens andtokc yer to ar 
CyteofLa. Kb.j 











mes / and to ape ſhortely ſhedpde fo moche a ap- 
plyed her purpoſe that with the helpe of ſome of 
her kynneſinen ſhe beynge alwape in her propre 
perſone tn bataplles;dyde ſo moche by ſtrengthe 
ofarines that he conquered agayne all her coun 
tre and neuer lefte after to purſcwe the dedes of 
cheualryc/and ſhe was of ſo hyghe conrage chat 
ſhedepneo neuer to hauchouſbande ne to be cou⸗ 
pled to man.And this ſame Camplle was py map 
den that came to the ſocoure of Turnus agapnit 
Encas when he was come downe tn to Italpe. 


COfH) quene Ueronycle of Capadoce.Ca.xxiiij. 


Here was aqueneincapadoce that 
Avas named Ucronycle noble ofblo 

Ade and ofconrage /as ſhe that was 
- 2 doughter tothegrete kynge Mycrp 
AS2.YJJdaces that ruledagreteparteofthc 
ozyent/and wyfe ofkynge Aryaraces Þ Capado- 
cyan.'This lady contyneWwedinher wedowhode 
inthe whiche wedowhode one ofthe bxctherne of 
hcrhotifbande aſſapled her with warre to dyſhe⸗ 
ryte her and her chyldren / and as it happened du- 
rynge this ſtryfe that Þ vncle ſlewe the .1j. ſones 
ofthis lady and his ovwne ncuewes. She was 
ſo vttcrly moued with ſozowep this grete wzoth 
made all drede toflefrom her. So ſhe armedher- 
ſelke x with agrete hoolt wente agaynſt her bzo- 
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chcr in lawe / and ſo ſhe plyed her entcnte thac at 
þlaſtſheſlewe hymherownehande # made vcr 
charyot togo ouer hym and ouercameybatayie, 


COfthenobleFrchemyſe queneof Carpe, 
Capitulo. Iv. 


> Þat ſhall we ſaye leſſe ofthe noble x 
my cheryght excellent Archempſe thai 

J ot other wozlhypfull iadyes whiche 
Avwas quene of Carpe the which abs 
"= de Wedowelongeaftcrhcryouſban 
dckynge Manſole the whichelhe loued of ſo gre 
te loue that it myght neuer departe fromher her 
teas it appered lo as 1t iyall be deupſed to thein 
tyme and pſacchere after.Her houſbade lette her 
many fayzcand grete countrees in goucrnamice 
yet to goucrnelhencuer was abailheo/foz ſtreng 
thc;in vertuc/adnelle of condycyons;,xpzudente 
in gouernauice was allinher. Solhchad with 
that ſo grete hardpnellein dede ofkyvghthodc-:X 
ſo well kepte the dyſcyplyne of chem rye that Me 
had the vyctozy of many dyucrs bataplles. Jud 
thus thehyghnelfeofher name was gretclp lytte 
vp by grete pzay{pnge.Fozin her wedowhode v 
that thatryght nobiy ſhe goucrned the countres 
ihe armed hcr by dyuers tymes aud in clpccyail 
-11.notable dedcs.p one was to kepe het countre 
y other was tokepctrouthe x fapthlull pompſe, 

CytcofLa, Iktj, 






































The fy2 was when the fozeſapd kynge Manſo 
te herhouſbande was deed)thoſeofp rodes whi 
che marched ryghtnyghe theroyalme of this la- 
dy had grete enuye and dyſoapyne that a woman 
ſholde hauc the lozdſhyp of the royalme of Carye 
and for thatin hope to putherout #to getep lan- 
de they came vpon her with a grete armye anda 
grete multytude ofſhyppes and made her waye 
towarde the cyte ofdaiyrarnaſe whiche ſtode vp 
on thc ſee in an hyghe place called Jcare Whiche 
was ryghtaſtrongeplace.SothereWerectothis 
Cyte two gates of whiche that one was Within 
the cyte as it were hydde and couered and at the 
cntryngeryght ſtrapte / «nd there myght one go 
and entre in toy palays without ſepngeof them 
without and ofthem ofthe epte alſo. That other 
comune gate wag — — the walles of the Cyte. 


the cytc/and that thep ſholde come boldely / and 
they ſholdedo ſoo mocheyfthey myght to make 
themlepe out ot theyzſhyppes and to entre into 
the market place ofthe cyte . Fnd this thynge oz: 
depned the lady and her hooll yſſued out at the ly 
tell gate and wente alytel! waye in tothe hyghe 
ſceſo that her enemyes tokenohede ofthem/and 
as ſhehad madeher ſygne and knewe by þſygne 
ofthem of the cyte that the enempes Were entred 
inanone ſhe rctourned by the grete gate and to- 
ke the ſhyppes ofher enemyes and entredin top 
cyte/and made to aſſayle the menoftheRodesin 
cuery parte by her buſſhmentes / and ſhe and her 
hooſt were befoze them / and ſo ſlewe themal and 
dylcomfpyted themand had the vyctozy , Ind yct 
mote worſhppfully dyde this noble Archempſe; 
fo: ſhe wente after in to the ſhyppes ofher enemy 




















Fnd when this wozſhypfull and Wyſe Archemy⸗ cs with allhcrhooſt/ and wente tothe Kodes / ã | 
le knewebp her ſpyes thatherenemyes Wereco:- } mavetolyfte vpan hyghe ſygne of vyctozye as - 
meſhemadeherpeopletogotoharnoysof who ' chonghcit had ben theyz people that ſholde come 

there were: bled ynowe and entred in that agapnc vyctoꝛyouſly.And when thoſe ofþ cotn- 

Iyteti gateinto the s that ſhe ozdepnedto | treſawe this trowpnge that ithad ben theyz pco 

come thyder / yet oz the departed ſhe ozdeyned to ple thep were paſſynge Joyfull/zlcte open they? 

them of thecpte whiche were good and trewein poꝛte and Irchempſerame inand o2depned pep 

Whom ſhe tryſted wel to do fuche thynges as ſhe ple tokepe the pozte /and then Wwente ſtreyght to 





commaunded them that when ſhe ſholde make a 
certayne ſygne þ ſhe deuyſed to them they ſhol- 
demaketothemoftherodesaſpgne of louc and 
that they ſholde call them vpon the walles x (hol 
de ſaye to them that they wolde delyuer to theym 


thc palays and tokeand ſlewe all the prynces. 
Ind thus thoſc ofthe Rodes were taken Which 
tokenohede of themſelfe / and the lady kepte Her 
ſcaſedin the fo:cſayd Cyte. Jnd anone after all 
the hole Jie of Rodesyelded theym vuto her, 
CytcofLa. Lik.ttj. 
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And after that ſhe hav put alltheyle inſeruage x 
vnder trybute ſhelefte it garnyſſhed with good 
kepers.andſorctourned home / yet ozthe depar- 
tcd Helete make twopmages of bzaſlſeinþ cyte / 
of whyche that one repzcſented the perioue of Ir 
chemplcas oncreomer . And that other the Cyte 
of Rodes as oucreome . ¶ Ynother notable de- 
de amongc others that this lady dyde wag this 
that when it was fo that Excricp kynge of Per- 
{c was come agapynſt the Macedonyes and ail p 
laude was full ofhis hooſt bothe on hozſe backe 
and on fote:atid Þryuageful ofpcople and of his 
ſhyppes as he that trowed to deſtrope all grece. 
Thand Gzckes whiche had made alyaunce with 
this lady Archemple ſente toher to requyze her of 
her hclpc/to the whiche helpe ſhe ſente not onely 
but lyke acheualrous lady cametn pꝛopꝛe perſo- 
nc withryghta gretchooſt.Xnd ſo well ſhe kepte 
hcr place there that to ſaye ſhortely anone ſhe put 
her in batayle agaynſt theſe menof Perſe 4dyC- 
comfptcd them . 3nd when ſhe had dyſcomfyted 
them vpon the lande ſhe centred in to the ſhyppcs 
and was befoze al other 3 with hernaupe and np 
ghe the cyte of Salemyne ſhe gaue them bataple 
Ynd as they fought ſtrongly this wozſhypfull ar 
chempſe was amonge the fyzſt lozdes and capy- 
tapnes ofhcrhooſtand comforted them with gre 
te boldeneſſe ſayenge. Nowe forthe my byetherne 
and good knyghtes and laboure ſo that the wor⸗ 
ſhyp mayebe ours/and deſerue ye this daye pray 
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ſynge and woꝛſhyp. And mp grete treaſoure aſl 
not beſpared vntoyou/and to ſaye all {he dydeſo 
mochethatin ipkewyſe as ſhe dyſcomfytedthem 
on the londe / he dyſcomfyted them on the water: 
And Excrſes ficdde ſhamefully;and thus ſhe had 
people innumerable/fozas many Waters of hy- 
ſtozyes bercth wytneſſe / he had fo grete an hooſt 
that dyuers ryners taryed theym as ſhe paſſed. 
Ind ſo had this wozthypfull lady this noble vyc- 
tozye and retourned worſhypfuliym to her cou! 
tre with thedyademe ofgrete wozſhyp., 


Cf thehardyneſſc of Cleolis.Ca. 


Llo Cleolis noble Romaync was 
| ryght an hardy Woinan and a wyſe. 


xxvj· 









notwithſtandynge it was not in the 
warre noꝛ in batayle . Foꝛ as it hap 

pened ones that the Romapnes by: 
certapne coucnauntes made bytVenc them ant 
akpnge thathad ben they2 aducrſary.Jt Was ac 
corded that by certyfycacyon ofthe concnatuntes 
there was ſente to thatkynge to beinhoſtage the 
noble mapden Cleolis and othcr mandens of no 
blelpgnage of Kome/and When thisCleolts had 
ben agrete whylein the fozeſayd hooſtage, She 
thought that it was a gretchurteto the \worſtiyp 
ofthe Cyteof Rome/that fo many ot noble map? 
dens ſholdebcholden as pryſoncrs ofa ſtraun 
ge kynge.Soo this Clcolys armed her courage 






With grete hardynes/and dyde ſo moche by fayre 
woꝛrdes a fayre pꝛomyſes that ſhe deceyued wy⸗ 
ſele them had them in kepynge a departed from 
thens by nyght/andledde her felowes and wen: 
te fo longe tyll they aryucd vpon thereucr of Ty- 
b1c/and there this Cleolys foundein Þmedowes 
an hozſe paſturynge.Ind thenſhe whichehappe- 
ly neuer rode befoze mounted vpon this hole / a 
Without ony maner of dzcdc of the depneſleofthe 
water put one of her felawes behynde her a paſ⸗ 
ſed ouer. Ind after all Þ others one after another 
and ſo they paſſed oucr ſaufe/and this lady Cleo- 
lys ledde them to Rome #bzought them to thep; 
frendes. The hardyneſle ofthis mayde was gre 
tely pzayſed of them of Kome/and þ ſame Wwple þ 
kvnge that had themin hoſtage p2ayſed her gre- 
tcly had therofgreteſolace.Ind the Romayns 
to that entente that there ſholde be a remembꝛaũ 
ce had ofthis dede from thenskozthe. They made 
make thc ymage of Cleolys whiche was made in 
pguyſe of a mayde ſyttynge vpon an horſe. Jnd 
they put this ymage in anhyghe place vpon the 
Vaye by whiche they wente toatemple xthereit 
abode longe tyine. Now we haue acchened pnor: 
ghe as for the foundement ofour cyte.Nowe we 
muſt iyfte vp the hyghe walles all aboute, 


Cxpine demaundeth ofReaſon yfk euer god lyſte 
to make a woman ſo noble to haue ony vnderſta 
dynge ok the hyghneſſe of ſcyente. Ca. xxvij. 
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& i)ele thynges ofme ryght vocilher- 

de Janſwered top lady that ſpake 
| 4 tome. Wadametruely witheutfap 

WREA Icgodthewed grete meruapiles in 
EN) [trengthe oftheſe fozcfayd ladyes 
ofthe whiche ye haue touched/pet Ppzape you to 
make me Wyſe yk it pleaſe you;to the whiche god 
hathe gpuen them ſoo many graces it pleaſed to 
worſhyp the kynde of woman to gyue pꝛyuylege 
to ony of them ofthe vertue ofhyghec vnderſtan- 
dyngeand ofgrete ſcyence / and yf they haue aby- 
le wytte to thãt. Foꝛ that J deſpze to knowe for ᷣ 
that men maynteyne and ſay that the vnderſtan 
dynge of women is but of lptcll takynge. ¶ An⸗ 
ſWwere. Soughter by that þ J haue ſayd here tofo 
rethou mayũ knowe the contrary oftheyz opyny 
on/and fo to cxpounde it mozeplaynly J al gy 
uc it the kyrſt by enſamples. ſaycto the agayne 
and doubteneuer the contrary that yfit werethe 
cuſtome to put the lytel maydens tothe ſcole and 
that ſewyngly Were made to lerne oſtyences as 
they do to the man chyldzen /that they ſholde ler 
neas parfytecly/and they ſholde be as wel cutred 
into the ſubtyitcs ofal the artes and ſcycnces as 
they be / and peraduenture thereſholde bemo of 
them / koꝛ Jhaue touched here tofoze by howe mo 
che that Women hauc the body moze ſofte than» 
men haue/andleſſchabyleto do dyuers thynges 
byſo moche they hauc the vnderſtandynge mote 


ſharpe thcreas they apply it. ¶ Madame be not 








dyſpleaſcd/ſuffre me vpon this poynte yl it plea- 
ſeyou.Certapniy me wolde ncuer ſuffre this que 
{tyonto palle foz trouthe but pf1it were openly af- 
ſopled. Foz thep wolde ſayeponcſayth comunelp 
thele men to vnderſtande moche mozethan pWwo 
men dothe . ¶ Ant were doughtcrknoweſt thou 
whertozeitis that they vnderſtande lelſe. A3as 
damenaye but yfitpleaſeyouto tellitme with. 
out kaple it is fox that theyhaunce not ſomany dy 
uers places ne fo many dpuers thynges;but they 
yoldethem Within thepz houſes /and it ſuffyſeth 
hem todo theyzbuſpneſſes/ and there is nothyn 
gethat techetha creaturereaſonable ſomocheag 
dothe theerperpence ofmanpdyuers thynges. 
Madame and ſpth thar they haue the vnderſtan- 
dynge abyle to conceyucandtolcrneas the men 
yauc-wherfozelerne thep not moze. C Anſwere. 
Fo2 ydoughterfozitisnoncdetop comune thyn 
getizat they medle them of that whicheis compt 
tcdro matito do/as Jhaue ſayd tothe befoze, Je 
luftyſcth thattheydocomunc offpce to þ Whiche 
they are ordeyned andthat that one Jugeth by p 
experyence of that that the women can leſſe than 
men it is no meruaple as it is ſaydbefozethough 
theyꝛ vnderſtandynge be leſſe. abc the a behol 
dynge ofthe people of the lowe countre /02 ofthe 
hyghe mountayncs. Chou ſhalte fpnde coũtrecs 
p10 'we the peopteſeme as beſtes thep be fo (pm 
ple/andyet1itis nodoubtc chat nature hathma: 
de them as parkytcin allthyſe thynges as in bo- 
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dy and vnderſtandyrige as well as p wyſeſt peo⸗ 
ple / and p moolt experte of thoſe that ben in good 
cyteesS 02 in good townes/and that is for defante 
of icrnynge. NotWwithſtandynge as Þ haue ſayd 
to the befozc that ofmen and women ſome hauc 
better vndeſtrandynge than ſome;fo2 there hath 
ben women of ryght greteconnpnge and of arc- 
te vnderſtandynge. J ſhall tell the and toourpur 
pole that J tolde the ofthe vnderſtandyrig of wo 
men that they haucas ſharpe wytteto lerneas 
menhauc, 


COfwomen)þ vocreentumpncd ofgrcte {cyen- 
ces #fyyſt of Þ noble mayde Comnpfyc.Ca. xxviij. 


===w Onyfpe the noble maybe was ſent 
Nico the ſcole byhcrfader in mancr of 
AIRS come / 020f Jape with her bother 
Xx Cormpfycyen Wwhethey were yonge 
RL A chyidicen . But this lyteil maydebp 
mernapllous wytte haunted the ſcole ſo moche ᷣ 
ſhe began to fele the ſwete dꝛoppes of vnderſtan 
dynge to lerne. So it wag no lyght thynge to ta 
ke awway this pleaſaunce fromher/to the whiche 
all othcr womens werkes put a parte / ſhe appiy. 
ed her in that ſhemyght . Ind thus lhe occupyed 
her fo well by the ſpace of tyme that ſhe was ry 
ght a ſoueraynepocte/anvnot oncly1np ſryence 
























but it (med that ſhewas nouryſſhed withp myl 
ke and With the doctryne ofpartyte phyloſophye 
Fox ſhe wolde fele and knowe of all maner of cy 
ences that ſhe lcrned ſoueraynly in lo moche that 
ſhc paſſed her bzoder whiche was ryght a grete 
pocte in allercellentclargye / ait ſuffyſed her not 
onely the connynge but ſhe put thc vnderſtandyn 
ge to Werke it and herhandes to pỹ penne in com⸗ 
pylynge many ryght notable bokes / the whiche 
bokes and dyttyes were in the tyme of ſaynt Gre 
gozy of grete pzyce/of Whom Bocace theJtalpen 
whichc wasa grete pocte maketh mencyo tn pap 
ſunge this womã ſayth in his boke. O ryght gre- 
te wozſhyp to that woman y hath lefte womans 
werkes and appiyeth and gyueth her wytte top 
ſtudycofryght hyghe connynge. And this Boca- 
cc ſayth forthermoze certefyenge the purpoſe þ 
ſayd tothe ofthe wyttcs of women, Nowe ben 
thep aſhamed ſaythheas theſe ſiowe women þ 
ſomylle truſtcth ofthey2ſelfe and ofthepz vnder⸗ 
ſtandynge ſo as thoughe they were bozne inthe 
mountayncs without vnderſtandynge what is 
Welthe oꝛ woꝛſhyp xſo dyſcourageth themiſelfc/ 
and layth thattheybenoc good to other thynge 
no: ptofytablebut to take men aboute the necke 
and to bcre xnouryſſhe chyldzen /and godhathe 
gpuen them fapze vnderſtandynge yf they wolde 
applyertin all thynges that theſe glozyous and 
crceltent men dothe/foz yf they wolde ſtudye /the 
thynges benother moze ne ieſſe but alſo comune 
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to women as to men /and map by honeſt laboure 
gete themnameperpetuall/ the whichchaupnge 
ts agreable to all wozſhypfull men. Kyght verc 
doughtcr thus mayſt thou le howe this aucroure 
Bocace bereth Wptneſle of that that J hauc ſayd 
tothe andhowe hepzapſeth andpzoucth ſcycnce 
in woman. 


COfPzobethe Romapne.Ca, - tir, 


* Fgrete excellence in (cyence alſo was 

#3 X$2:obe Þ Romapne wyte of Adeiphe 
KY [) # was cryſtened. This W2man hav 
B-K8Fo notable wptre /andlhe loucd and 
VWdS=LH haunted the ſcolc (oomoche that ſie 
coude ſoneraynly the. vij.ſryences lyberalcs any 
was ryght aſoucraynepocte.Jnd by ſo gretcla- 
boure in ſtudyenge the haunted the bokes of poc- 
tes and in eſpecyalt ofvyzgyleandofhis dyttyrs 
that to all purpoſes ſhehadchemallininynde / þ 
Whiche ag in a tyme lhe ſawe by grete entente of 
hcr wytte and ofher thought/and az ſhe toke he: 
de of the ſygnytyenge of them/Jt came to her en⸗ 
rencyon that onempyghraftcr the fozcſapd bokes 
dyſcryue allthe ſcryprure and the hyCorpes of tie 
oide teſtamcnt andofthe newe byplcaſaunt ver- 
ſes andfull of ſubſtaunce the whiche thynge fot 
certapnethat the auctourc Bocace ſaythe is not 
Without meruaple that (0 hyghe conipderacyon 
myght entrein theb:apne of woman, aud ryght 

CyteofLa, Ll.t. 











a grete meruayleag he ſayth to put it in execucys 
fo: cheryght gretely deſyzynge to Wlfyll her thou 
ght put the hande tothe werke andſomeymeſhe 
ranne by the Bucolyques oz by Eueydos oz by þ 
Scorꝛgykes whiche were the bokes that Upzgyle 
made whiche ben ſanamed/that is to ſay/lhe vy⸗ 
ſyted and redde 4noWeof oneparte ſhe toke the 
holc verſe /\nowe of others ſome lytell partes ſhe 
couched by meruaplious crafte a ſubtylte to her 
purpoſe/and fo oꝛdynately made hole verſes and 
pletcll partes put togyder # coupled arcddeinbe 
holdynge plawe / thecrafte #themeaſure of fete 
and the Joynynge togyderp verſes without fap 
lynge in ony parte thatno man mpyght do better, 
Ind by ſuche manere after the begynnynge ofthe 
woꝛlde ſhe made the begynnyngeof her boke in 
ſcwynge all thehyſtozycs of the olde teſtament x 
of the newe/and ſocameto the ſendynge of Fas 
in ghoſt to thc apoſtles accozdynge all with þ bo- 
kes of Uy2gyle (oo ozdpnately that who had not 
kno wynge ofthis makynge wolde hauewende 
that Uy:gyle had ben a pzophete oꝛ an Euange- 
lyſt togyder.Foxthe Whiche the fozeſayd Bocace 
ſapth greterecommendacyon #lowynge of this 
Woman. Foz it appercth openly that ſhchad verp 
knowlcge and playne of holybokes andholp vo- 
{umes of deupne lcrypture the whiche boke was 


knowneof manygreteclerkes@deupnes. of our: 


tyme. and this noble lady wolde þ this foxcfapd 
Werke madeand compounded by grete laboure 
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Laboureſholdebe called Centompas [Andnots9 
ſtandyngeþ thelaboure of werkeas fox thegrets 
nefle oughtſuffyſerop lyfe ofa man / pet lhe lefte 
nottylithehadmademany dyucrs other bokes 
ryght wozſhppfull gexcellente . One amonge ail 
other ſhe madein verſes #tobecalled allo Cento 
nyc bycauſeofanhundzed verſcs that ben contey 

ned therin. Alſo lhe toke the bokes of Dmerus þ 

poete and the verſes byWhiche one myght conciu 
de to the pzapſpnge of her whiche knewe not one 

ly the latpneletters but alſo the grekes as parfy- 
tely. Otthe Whiche lady and ofher thynges þ the 

dyde Bocaceſapth that it ought tobe grete plea- 

ſauncetoall women tohere. 


CDOfSaphopocteandphyloſophze.Ca, xxx, 


ms Nd of leſſe conynge thEP2obe / was 

not the noble Sapho/Whiche was a 

mayde of Þ cyte of Mylycene. This 

Sapho was of ryght grete beaute 

of body and of vyſage/andin mancr 

ly countenaunce/andin ſpeche ryght agrcable # 
pleaſaunt/and aboueallother graces that were 


| © gynenherſhepaſſedofhyghe vnderſtandynge. 


Fo: ſhe wagexpertepzotoundelyin many dyucrs 


artes and ſcyences. And ſhe knewe not onelp ict: 

ters and wꝛytynges madeby othcrs, but ot her⸗ 

ſcifeſhefounde manpnewe thynges , and made 

many dyucrs bokes ã dyttyes / ot whom ſpcketh 
Cyte of La, Ll.ij. 














oeace theſe Wordes of poetyke 
ge Daphogarnyſihedof quycke vnder- 
tandynge andofbzenupngedeſyzebycontpnuel 
ftudy amonge the beeſtyſThe people and without 
connynge haunted thebyghneſſe ofthemountap 
neafPernaſo/this is to vuderſtandetheparſyte 
ſtudpeby.verap 1efſeand boldeneſle/ſhe ac 
compaiyed herſelfe tacthÞ.ir.muſes not refuſed 
thatig to ſapeamonge the craftes and ſcyentes 
a ſo entred in the fozeſtof Lawyere fullofbzaun 
ches of vertue/3floures of dyuers colours imel⸗ 
lynge of grete ſwetneſſe of dpuers herbes where 
they reſt them and dwel.grammer/Logyke/and 
the noble rethozypke/Geometry/and Aryſmnetryke 
and ſo moche ſhe wentep ſhecame andaryued in 
the caucanddepneſleofYppolyne god ofſcyence 
and connynge/and founde the ſpzynge and con- 
ouyte of Caſtolyo the wellezand toke the wꝛeſt of 
thcharpeand fauchedit,-Sahemadegreteme- 
lodpes With thenymphes{edyngepdaince/this 
ts ta vnderſtande with the rules of Irmony and 
codes ofmufpbc.By theſe thynges that Bocace 
ſayth ofher onght to be vnderſtande the depneſſe 
of her vnderſtandynge/andþÞbokes that ſhe ma- 
de of lo depeſcycnce that the ſentences ben ſtron⸗ 
ge toknowe + vnderſtandetomenofgreteWwytte 


and the ſcole aftcrithe wytneſſeof auncyent men. 


endureth vnto this day / and her wꝛytynges and 
dyttyes ryght notably compounded + made by þ 
Iyghtes and cnſamples to them that cometh af- 
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terparfyte wzytyngeand endptynge.She foun- 
de many dyucrs -maners ofmatpnge of ſonges/ 
and dyttyes playes/and Wwepynge complayntes 
aud ſtraungelamentacyons ofloueryght well x 
in fayze oꝛdꝛe whiche were named after her name 
Saphyſe/and of theſe dyttyes vecozdeth Craſſus 
that when Plato the grete Phyloſophre whiche 
was mapſter to Fryſtotle wag deed / one found? 
the bokes ofthe wzptynges of Sapho vnder his 
bolſter ofhis hecd/and to ſave ſhortelp of this ia- 
dy ſhe was ofſo grete excellence of connpnge þ in 
theCyte Where ſhe was conuerſaunt to entent 
pthewasmooſt worſhypfull and that lhe ſholde 
bealwayeinremembtaunce/one made to heriy- 
keneſſe anymage of btaſſehaloWed in the nane 
ofherlyfte ofa gretehpght. So wasthis lady 30 
med and counted amongeall other poetes of re- 
noWwne/ofthe whiche as Bocace ſaythe the woz- 
ſhyppes ofdpademes x ofcrownes / a of mptrcs 
ofbyThoppes be not gretterne them that hathe 
vpctozes and chaplettes of Laurycre and painic, 
CLeonte that was a greke was a grete phyloſo 
phe alſo / whiche durſte repzoue the Phyloſohre 
Theophzaſt bypure and trewe reaſons /Whiche 
was fo gretely namedin his dayes. 


COftthemaydc MWanthoa. Ca, xrri. 
Fthe ſeyences ben taſy 4 couenabie to wo⸗ 


men to lerne / knowe it fo trouthe that the 
Cyte of La. L.{.Uy. 















fameWyleþ craftesare not vn ſene to them @fom 
tymetn the oldelaweof paynapmesP people vſcd 
many dyucrs dyuynacyons of that that:iwas to 
come by thcfipght ofbyzdes / andby the fiambes 
of fpzc, Indbytheentraples of deedbeefſtes. Ind 
that was a pꝛopꝛe arte oz a conynge Whichethep 
heldeingrete dygnyte, Jn this tyme amayden 
was a grete mapyſtreſſe whiche was doughter of 
Thy1ykye/Whichc was the gretelt pzceſt of þ cyte 
of Thebes lo as wecallehyma byithop / tor in p 
other lawes the byſſhoppes were maryed./This 
Woman that was named Manthea whiche flou 
red in the tyme ofkynge Edyppus was of ſo cie- 
reand grete Wytte that (he knewe althe crafte of 
Pytomaneye Whiche is fo: todyupne by p flam- 
bes of fy2e/the whiche arte vled inthe olde tyme 
thoſcof Caldee whiche foundeit / and others ſay 
th that Nembyoche thegyaunt founde tt.Sothe 
rc was inyertymeno man that knewe p mouyn 
gcs ofthe tlambes of fyze;the colours and ſow 
ue pcameout ofthe fpze but ſhe, Andalſoſhekne 
weclerelp the vanes of beeſtes/the thzotes ofbo 
les and theentraplles ofall beeſtes that one wol 
de byleuc that by theſe craftegoften tymes þ ſpy: 
rytcs Were conſtrayned to ſpeke and to gyue an- 
ſwere ofthatÞone wolde knowe. Jn thetymeof 
this lady Thebes was deſtroyed thughe theen 
cheſon of the.t1.foncs ofkynge Edyppus. Then 
Ventethis lady to dwelle in Alpe /and there the 
madeatemple ofthe god Ipollo the whichewas 
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ſpthin grete reno wne. She ended her lyfe in Fta 
lye/andofÞname of this lady fozhergretc aucco- 
ryte there was nameda Cyte of thecountre and 
yet is Manthoa /in p whiche vyꝛgyle was bozne 


COf Medea and another quenenamed Cyztes 
Capitulo. It. 


777 Edcaofwhomehyſtozyes ynoughe 
4 BE maketh mencyon coude as moche 
Wd Aofcrafteandconnpngeasſhebefore 
rcherced. She was the doughter of 
Othes kynge ofColoos and of Pcr 
cc/She was ryght fapze of bodp and of vyſage/ 
Butin connyngelhe paſſed all other women in 
hertyme/ſhe knewe the vertues of cucry dyucrs 
hcrbeandallmanerenchauntementes that my⸗ 
ghtbe made and of ony craftethat myght belcr: 
ned ſhe wag not ygnozaunt byP vertue of a ſon- 
ge that ſhe coude / ſhe wolde make Ipze to trou: 
blcandtheſkyeto ware darke / moue p wyndes 
out ofthe pyttes and canes of the crthe to make 
the tempeſtes to ryſe in the apze/to make waters 
and grete rpuers to ſtande ſtyll / to make venyme 
to make fyres without labourec to bꝛenne ony ma 
ner thynge þ ſhe wolde x all ſuche maner of thyn 
ges lhe coude do / this was ſhrpmade Jaſon to 
conquere the golden fleece by enchauntement. 
CCyrtes alſo was a quene ofa countrec vpon 














the ſte Whiche ſtode vpon the entryes of Italye. 
Tixs lady coude ld moche of the crafte of enchaũ 
tement that there wag nothyngethat ſhe wolde 
do/but ſhe wolde doit by Þ vertuc of hercuchaun 
tement/and by a dzynke that ſhe wolde gyue ſhe 
Wolde chaunge the bodycs ofmen — 
res of wyldebeſtes and byzdes. Ind to Wptncile 
Pp ſame thynge it is wzyteninÞ hyſtow of Ulpres 
that when heretourned aftcr the dcltruceyon of 
Troy trowed to go agayne into his countree/ of 
grete foztune and woodnelle of tempeſtes hurled 
his ſhyppes here and thereby many dyuers trou 
bles that at thelaſte theyarpuedat the pozte of þ 
cyte ofthis lady Cyztes,yet this Wyſe vipregWol 
de not take the lande without ipcence of the que- 
ne of thelande/he ſente certapne ofhisknyghtes 
to her for to knowWeyfit pleaſed her that thep my⸗ 
ght cake the lande, Then this ladp trowed that 
they had ben her encmyes gaue them dzynke of þ 
dzynke that ſhe made/and anone they Were tranſ 
fourmed in tohogges / but Ulyres wentc anone 
to her/and dyde fo moche Þ thep were put agayne 
in to they2 o wne ſhap / and in the ſame Wyſe ſome 
men faycof Dyomede that wag another pꝛynte 
of Gꝛete that when he arpued at the pozte ofthis 
lady Cy2te® Þſhemadehis knyghtes tobe tran 
fpgured tn to byzdes Wwhiche bepet ryght grete # 
of other ſhappt than other byzdeS ben / and they 
benrpght kyerle and thoſeof that countree calle 
them Dyomedens, 
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Cxfine aſketh of Reaſon yfthere was ener wo: 
man that founde ony thynge ofherfelfe thatwag 
not knoWne befoze/andlhetolde her of Aycoſtrg 
te otherwyle called Carmentis.Ca, xxxiij. 


—1 whiche vnderſtode theſe thynges of 
damereaſon replied vponthat in this ma 
nere, Yadame J le welyyempghtfpnde ynowe 
and ofgretenombze of women pzayſed in ſcyen; 
ces and in crafte/but knoweyeony that by Þ ver 
tueof theyz felyngeand ofſubtylte of wytte haue 
founde of theinlelfe onynewecraftes and fcycn: 
ces neceſſary good and conenable that were ne: 
uerfounde bekoze noz kno wne / for it is not ſo gre 
temapyſtry to folowe and tolerneaftcr onyother 
fcyence founde and comune befoze ag itis to fyn: 
de ofthepmſelfe ſome newe thynge not accuſto-: 
med befoze. CInſwere.Ne doubteyenotÞcon- 
trary mp dere frende but many craftes and lſcyen 
ces ryght notablehathe ben founde by the wytte 
and lubtylte of women as moche by ſpeculacyon 
of vnderſtandynge the whiche ſheweth them by 
wꝛytyn ge as tn craftes» ſhewcth theymin wer: 
kynge of handes and of laboure. nd of theſe J 
(all gyue the enſamples.And fy2\t Jſhal tcll che 
ef Nycoſtrate whiche thoſeof Jralyccalted Car: 
mentes. This lady was doughter of thc kynge 
of Archadye named Pallent.She was mcruay! 
ious wytty x gyuen of god to her of pecyall gyk 
tes ok vnderſtandynge.She was a crete clarke 
CyteofLa. SÞn.1, 














in che letter of Gzere/and hadſo moche fapze and 
wple lpecye @ woalhyptuli facondethatppoctes 
bepngep tyine Þ wzote ofher fapnedin her wzy- 
tyngesp ſhe was louc of the god Percurpus / x 
»lhchad aſoneby the fozeſayd god/ whiche was 
of grete vuderltandynge.This ladp by certayne 
chaunce that happened thecountre wherc ſhe 
was wente out ocher countreherſone and grete 
foyſon ofpcopleProtowed | wente with her, aud 
with agretenauye came toJtalye,audarpued 
vpoithe watcr of Tybre and there lhe deſcended 
out ofhcr ſhpppcs. Solhe wente vp vpon an hy 
ghe hylle that ſhe named the mounte Palentpne 
after her kader vpon the whiche mountethe Cyte 
of Konic was founded ſyth. This lady with her 
ſone and thoſe that folowed her founded a fayze 
caltcll there. Jndasthisladyhadfounde theme 
of chat tountre al beſtyſſhe andrude ſhe ozdepned 
and wWzote ccrtapne lawes vp whiche ſhe cniop- 
cd them tolpucby ordrze ofryght and reaſon af. 
tcr Juſtyce andſhe was the fyzſt pwn this countrc 
Whiche was ſpth of fo grete renowne/x of whom 
alt the lawes of rpght come ofthe fpzlt þ eſtabled 
thclawes there. This ladpknewe by inſppzacps 
deupne that by the ſpyzyte of pzophecyc amonge 
other graces tharſhe had ſpnguler ſpecyalte was 
gpuento herhowe this countre ought to be in tp 
metocomemooſt noble of excellence a of renow⸗ 
nc aboueall the countres of the wozlde. Soit ſe⸗ 
med her that it ſhoide beno honeſt thynge þ whs 
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thehyghneſſeofthe Empy2e of Rome that all the 
Wozde ought tolozdelhypandgouerne thar thep 
tholde vſe of letters and carectes ſtraunge /and 
begged of other countrees/andtothatentente af 
ſo that ſhe wotdeſheweher wyidome and excel⸗ 
lenceof wytte to the wozide tocome/lhe dyde ſoo 
moche by her ſtudy that ſhe founde pope letters 
dykferenced from all other nacyons of the wozlde 
thatistoknowe the. A. B. C. and the ordenaun⸗ 
ce ok latyne by puttynge togyder of »ſamelctters' 
with the dyffcrence of vowelles with all the en- 
trynge ofthe ſcyence ok grammere. The whiche 
letters and ſcyences ſhe toke and taught them to 
herpcople/and wolde þit ſholdebeknowne conz 
munely/ſo it was nolptellſcyencen 02 ivteli profy 
table thatthis woman founde, F029 ſubtyineſſe 
ofthe ſayd ſcyence / and fox thegrete p:ofpte and 
welthe thatis come to þ worldẽ byit, one myght 
ſay that thcre was ncuer wozthyer thynge foun 
detothowoilde andofthat benefpſep Jtaipens 
haucnotben vnkynde x of good ryght to whont 
this thynge was ſo meruapllous that they had 
hernotonely in reputacyon moze than man / bir 
agoddcfle.Fot the whiche they honoured her w 
deuyne woxſhyppes,And whẽſhe was deed thep 
edyfped and founded atympleinher name. Jnd 

tf was made and buylded at the foote of the fore 

{ayd mountayne Wherefhe dwelled. Ind to gy- 

uctothis ladyaperpetuall memozye for cuicrmo- 

re / they toke many *fthemtheyrnames as after 

CytcofLia. SP)1L1, 












— 





pe ycnces thac hehad founde/xAlſo they gaue 
Fae ofherto dyyers of thepz thynges ſoas 
themlelte of that countre forthe lcyence of iatpne 
Whiche that was founde there by that lady they 
callthemſclfelatpnes in grete worchyp / and that 
moꝛe is foꝛ that that ita iñ latyne that is toſay in 
FrenſThe oup/andin Engiplſheye/the ſouerapne 
atfyzmacyon ofthis languageis latyne. and yet 
it ſulfyſcth not them þ this countre was called Pp 
tande oflatpne/but thep wolde that allthecoun- 
tres ouer the mountapnes Whiche is grete #lar- 
ge /#\herethere were many dyuers countres a 
lozdlhoppes all was called Jtalve , Ofthis lady 
Carmentysdyttyes were calledcarmen in latyn 
Indalſothe Romaynes that came a grete whple 
lyth named one ofthe gates of the Cyteof Rome 
Carmentcle/the whiche names foz what maner 
p20 were hat P Romapnes had \ythnother foz 
no byghnelle of Emperours they chaunged ne: 
uer {pth/lo as it appereth vato this day it endure 
thyct,And what Wplte thoumoze fa dough- 
ter map there ony man ſayemoze Wozlhyp of ony 
manbozne of woman /pet thou troweſt not thar 
this craftebe onely to the wozldeby Whiche ma⸗ 
ny ſeyences and dpuers haue ben founde, 


¶ Of Mynerue that founde many ſcyen⸗ 
ces / and the maner to make Jrmoure of 
Iron and ſteele,Ca, xxxiiij. 
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J Jncrueſoas thon haſte wiyten in 
J fjothcrplaces was mayden ot Grece 
ay ,4/and her ſurname wag Pallas/ this 
> EQ mayde was offogrete crecllence im 
LAY wptte that thelewde people of that 
countree fox thaty theyknewe not well of What 
kynredeſhe wag of/a they ſawe her dothynges þ 
hadnot ben betoze in vſage ; layd that ſhe was a 
goddellecomen fromeheuen /foz byſo mochcas 
they knewe not frome Whens ſhe came the mo2e 
was to them meruaplable the grete connynge of 
her abouc all women in her tyme/ this lady was 
ſubtyll and ofgrete vnderſtandyngenot onely in 
onethyngebut foucraynelpinall thynges. Shc 
foundeby her ſ ubtylneſſe certayne iettres Greke 
vſſhe that come call them Carcctes:by the whiche 
one myght putagretetale of dyucrs thynges it 
Weytynge in the ſpace of ryght kewe lettres 4 of 
ſhorte wꝛytynge the whiche abzcupacyons vſerh 
the Grckes yet whiche was ryght a fayre inuen 
cyonanda ſubtyllto fynde. She founde nombre 
andmancrofacompte and to put togyder ſom⸗ 
mes.Dije had the ſpyryte ſoo moche enlumpned 
of vnderſtandynge that lhe founde many craftcs 
and werkes to make that hadneucr ben founde 
bcfoze. The craftc of wolleandto make clothe + 
the kounde kyrſt cucr was adupyſed to ſhere ſhepe 
to toſe Wolle;tokembe xtocardcir With dyucrs 









. lnſtrumentes to make it clene tomake it ſoftew 


roddcs ofy2on/toſpynneaty dyſtaffe x after in 
Cpto of La. SPN... 










ſtrumentes tomaketheclothe /#howe it ſholde 
be Wouen.Alſolhec founde thecafte @ vſage to ma 
ve ople of — ofperths;of Olyues #of other 
upte to pzelleit xto dzaweP Iycoure.CAllolhe 
founde þ crafte # the vlageto make cartes # cha- 

| ryottes to bere thynges caſcly from one place to 
another/x yet dydethis lady moze / # that ſemed 

moze meruapylable foz thatp it is ferrefropnatu- 

reof woma 5 ſhe ſholde adupſe her of ſuche thyn- 

ges.,For ſhe founde the crafte # the manere ot ma 

kyngec ofharnoys xarmureofy2on # offſtele the 

Whiche the knyghtes a men ofarmes vleth in ba 

taylc with whiche they couer thep2 bodyes and p 

ſhe toke it fyrſt to them at Ithenes to whomelhe 

taught » vſage of ozdeynynge hooſtes in bataple 

x the mancr of fyghtynge tn o2dze a arowe / xthe 

] founde kyzſt pypcs/ſhalmes/# trompes 4 inſtru- 
mentcs of mouthe. This lady with the grete ver- 
tuc of vnderſtandynge þlhe had was alwapea 

vy2gyn)xfo2 þ gret chaſtyteÞ ſhe wagofp poctes 

ſayd in they2 ſayengesÞ wulcanp god of fpzchad 

longe Ww2eltled with her / x fpnallp ſhe ouercame 

hym x ſurmounted hym/þ ts as moche to ape / p 

ſhc oucrcame the bzennynge xthe concupyſcence 

of the fleſſhe whiche gyueth grete defautein you- 
thc. The people of Athenes had her in grete reue⸗ 
rrnce x called her goddelle of armes x of knyght- 
hode bycay(eþ ſhe founde fyrſt Þ vlage . Ind alſo 
they called her goddeſſc ofconnynge fox the grete 
ſcyence pz haboůded in her, Cfter her dethe they 
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madetoher a templein Athenes coſcerate in her 
name/xin that temple they ſct her ymage Whiche 
was inp lhap x ſemblaunce ofamayocn þ whi⸗ 
che pmage ſygnyfycd wyſdome #knyghthode; x 
ſo this ymagchad the cpen terrpblc 4 crucll foz p 
thatknyghthodc1s ozdepnedto execute Þrygure 
of Juſtyce/alſo it ſygnyfycdpþ one knewe lytcl of: 
tcntymes to what ende entendeth pcntencyon of 
a wyſce man / ſhe hadpheedheliner whiche beto⸗ 
kened pa knyght ought to haue ſtrengthe in ver⸗ 
tue / z alſo it ſy gnyfyed the counſayles ought to 
be couerte a ſetrete. She was clothed Wan haw 
berke whiche betokencth Þ puyſſaunce of Þ ſtare 
ofknyghthode / x1t betokened alſo that the wyſe 
man ought tobe alway armed agaynſt þ monyn 
gcsoffortunc be it welloz euyll / he helde a ſhafte 
02 alongeſpecrc whiche was to ſay pᷣa knyght out 

ht tobe the ſtaffe of Jultyce / x it ſygnyfycd alſo 
p the wyſe man pycketh his darte ofa grete leng 
the. She had hangynge at her necke a targe ora 
ſhelde of cryſtall whiche betokened that the kny- 
ghtes ought to be alwaye wakynge x to ſc clere 
vpon the defcnce ofthe countre and of the people 
Alſo it ſygnyfycd that vnto the wyſe man al thy! 
ges ben brought and made open, Jn the myddes 
ofthis targe there was alſopourtraped the heed 
ofaferpent the whiche was named Gozgon the 
Whichcheed bctokenedand (pgnyfyed that ano- 
bleand wozthyknpght ought tobe ſubtyland wy 
ly and watchynge vpon his enempes asdothe þ 










ſerpent it wag alſo to vnderſtande that the wyſe 
man ought to be adupſled of all malyces thughe 
whiche he myght bc noyed. Alſo they put a byzde 
tn» one ſydc ofthis ymage as fox kepe it whiche 
flecth by nyght thatmen calleth a choughe Whi- 
che betokencththat aknyght ought tobeas well 
by nyght as by daye all redy foz the defence comu 
ne it nede be. Alſo it ſygnykyed that the wpfe man 
ſholde wake at cucry houre vpon that that is to 
hym caſyc to doo. This lady was bylonge tyme 
holdcnbyſo greterenerence/and ſo moche wente 
her renowne that in many places were ſtabled a 
made temples in her name / and in the ſame wyſe 
longetyme akter that ) Komaynes were in theyr 
grete puyſſaunce put her ymage amonge theyr 
other goddes. 


C Of theryght noble quene Seres. Ca. xxxv. 


<< SZ21Crcs Whiche was in the ryght olde 
Idayes quene ofthe royalme of Sp- 
RXculyens hada pucrogatyue to fynde 
NMoy ſubtylte of wytte fy2ſt the ſcyence 
a= #SxY a1d vlage of the tyllynge of the er⸗ 
the xofthe toles thatperteyneth therto.She tau 
ght toherſubiectestoput togyder 4to make ta- 
mcþorcn ato accuſtomethem tobe coupled in» 
yoke,She founde alſo pzploughe x ſſewed them 


p manecr howe they ſholde cleue xdeparteperthe 
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and althe labonreþ therto perteyneth / after the 
caught them to calt theſede vpon þ erthe 3 to co- 
ucrit/# after when the ſede was growne x mul- 
typlyed ſhe ſhewed thepmhowethey ſhoide repe 
the cone / # with betynge of flayles to put it out 
of the eres. Ifter lhe taught them to grynde it by 
twene.1.harde ſtones by crafte/#howe they ſhol 
de make mpylles a ſhe taught themafter to make 
bzedeofthe mele a allo this lady taught toÞpeo 
ple pᷣlpued cuftomably as bceſteg With acomneg3 
hawthyozne buryes / # Wylde apples to vſc mote 
couenablc fedynges pet this lady dyde moze tor 
the people ofp countre thathad it of cuſtome to 
dWelle here @ therein Woodes #in wylde places 
 voyde as beeſtes made them to affemble by gre 
te companyes / taught them to make townes x 
cptees #howſes in the Whiche theyſholve dwelie 
togyder/xthus by this lady wozlde was dzou- 
ght out of the beeſtyſſhneſſe tn to the reaſonable 
lytcofman.Ofthis Ceres the poetes fapned the 
tale howeher doughtcr was rauyſſhed byPluto 
god ofhelle/and fox the auctozpte ofher vnderſta 
dynge and the grete welthe p the had procured to 
the woulde/the people ofthens woxlhpppedher x 
called her goddeſſe ofcozne, 


COfthenoble quene Jles that founde fyyite 
the crafte tomake Oꝛchardes and toplan 
teplantes,Ca. xxxvj. 












Savclame wyſe was Yps of ſo grete 
#9!te vnderſtandyngetn the dede of la- 
— vbour that ſhe was not oncly named 
bY & Eeyqucneof Egypte but ryght ſpguler 
ES2LAJFt [pecpall goodnelle of Egypeyeng, 

this Iſys ſpekethy fable that Jupyter loued 








Hf 
her andhoWwehetranſfourmedhcrin to acowe/x 
afterhowe the came to her fyzſt fourme whiche 
by ſygapfpenge ofher grete vnderſtandynge ſoo 
as thou haſte touchedher thyteife tn thy boke of 
Dthea. She founde dpucrs maners ofietters a: 
bꝛeged that ſhe tought the Egypeyans and gaue 
them fourme oftheyz longe language to abzege 
it. This was the doughter of Juachug kynge of 
Geekes and ſyſterof Phozoneus Whiche was rp 
ght a wyſcman/andthislady wenteout of Gre⸗ 
ce fo dyucrs thynges þ fell x wente in to Egypte 
wher bother. There ſhe taughte amonge otyer 
thynges che vſageof oxchardes a to gratfe trecs 
on dyuers ſtockes/xſhe gaue + ozdepned ccrtay- 
nelawes andryghtfuil/andſhe tought ppcople 
of & gypte whiche lyued rudely without 02dynaq 
ccofJuſtycetolyuebyryght 02d2e/xtofpcke ſhor 
tely the dyde ſo mo ch<cplyupnge a deed /thep had 
heringrete reucrence/xher renovwne wente thu 
ghethe worlde in ſo moche that in dyuers places 

were made temples and oratoryes in her name, 

Ind allo at Kome in the tyme oftheyr hyghneſſe 

they made a temple in her name where they ordey 

ned lacrefpſes and offerynges x grete folempny- 
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tecsin the maneras thep of Egypte were accuſto 
med to doofox her, Thehouſbande of this lady 
was named Apzys / whiche after the arroure of 
auncyent people was fone ot the god Jupyter a 
of Nyode / doughter of Phozoneus / of whome 
theolde hyſtozyes and poctcs maketh mencyon 
pnoughe, 


CSfthegrete welthe that is come to the woꝛl⸗ 
de by dyuers ladyes. Ca. xxxvij. 






JAdame J haue grete meruayle ofþ/ 
chat Jhaucherdeyou ſaye ſoino- 
a Nt lichc good ſholdecome to the worlde 
byrcaule ok vndcrſtandyngeof wo: 
AL $8man.Ind theſe men ape comuncly 
thepz vnderſtandyngeis as a thynge withoute 
v2yceandpthep haue not ſerucd neſcructh tothe 
Wotlde but fox to bere chyldzen and ſpynne. ¶ An 
were. Nowe mapſt thou Well knowe the grete 
Ygnozaunce x they yelde no thankpnges to them 
from whom they come. And allo thou mayſt ſe clc 
relyhowe god whiche nothpuge dothe withour 
caule hath wyll to ſhowe to men that he dyſpray 
ſeth not pᷣ woman kynde / ne thoughe that he con 
ſydereth that in the brayne of woman there is ſs 
grete vaderſtandynge that not onclp thep ben a- 
bylefoz tolerne /and to withholde the ſcyences; 
but tokpudeof themſelfe all newe ſcyences offoo 
grete vtylyte and profyte vnto the woulde / that 


















nothyngeismozeneceſlary ſo agthoumayt ſeof 
this tes of whome Jhaueſlpokentothe 
þfoundetheletters of latyne / to the Whiche god 
hath ben ſo gracpous #lo moche muitypiped the 
ſcyence p this lady founde whiche hathe defaced 
as amonge vs allÞ letters of Ebzue # of Gzewe/ 
x that nyghe Europe Whiche contepneth agrete 
partye # ſpace ofthe erthe vſeth ofthele letters of 
the whiche there be made # compounded infpny- 
tebokes of volumes ofal fatultees / where be put 
akepte in perpetuall memozye the actes a dedes 
of men and the nobles x excellent pꝛayſyngees of 
god #all maner ſcyences and craftes, Do maplt 
thou conclude that the weltheþ this womã hath 
done is infynyte.Fox by this lady thoughe þ they 
wyl not knoWelt theſe men are dzaWwne out ofyg 
nozaunce xput in toknowynge/byher theyhaue 
p crafte to ſende they2 courages x cntencyons as 
ferrc as thep wpll #haueknowlege a vnderſtan- 
dynge agayne of all thynges that pleaſeth them 
the ſame wyſe to knowe thynges paſſed # pze- 
ſcnt, and ſome that are to come.Andaliobyy ſcp 
enccofthis woman men may make acco2de and 
Jopne frendſhyppesWtth perſonesferrefrothem 
and by anſweres that they gaue that one to that 
other they fele and knowe thep2 wyll without ſe⸗ 
ynge.Fnd to ſay ſhoztely all the welthe o cometh 
of letters may not be tolde/ fo2 they dyſcryue and 
make to vnderſtande and knowe god xceleſtyall 
thynges/the heucns the ſee / the crthealperſones 
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and all thynges/Where was there eucr man thas 
eucr dyde moze good. 


Cof the ſame.Capitulo, rxx'viy. 


Nd alſo where was thereeuerman 
by whom moze welthe happencd to 
; the Woulde than dyde by tyis noble 
quence Cetes of whome J yaue (po: 
= kcn of tothe befoze Whiche map not 
getea nameofgretter pzapyſynge as to bzynge Þ 
Wylde men dWellynge in wodes as beeſtes with 
outlawe ofryght to dWellein cytees & townes X 
toteche them tovſeÞ ryght wap @ to hauc pour: 
chaced vytapyle of better tedynge than acozncs a 
wylde apples/that is toknowe/Wwhetes and cor⸗ 
nes by the whiche theſe men haue the body moze 
fayze #moxc clere and themembzes mote ſtronge 
xmMo2emouyngeas it were metc moze comforta 
tyfe/and moꝛe couenable to mannes natureand 
the landcfull of tyyſties ofthoznes / a ofbutſhes 
cupll ſet togyder and full of wyide trees/ſhe tau: 
ght to clentcbylaboure /and toſowethe ſede the 
whiche by the {(abourynge of grounde thereas 
it was wylde it becometh free#tame top comu- 
ne pzofyte/#fo by this lady mannes naturcrcecy 
ucth that pzofyte by the Whiche the wplde xrude 
Wozlde was chaungedin tothe guyſc of good cy 
tces and townes/andtheſlawſtrynge wyttes x 
ſiowe/beyngein the caucs of ygnozaunce were 
CytcofLa. Nite 















CL ae ong 


chaunged and bzought agayne in to hyghneſſe 
of J—— and exerſptes couenables / and 
ſhe ordeyned ſome men to labonre the feldes by 
whiche co many cytces a towne are replenyſſhed 
a ſuſteyned// a ſome todo other neceſſary werkes 
to lyne by. ¶ Jips the ſame wyſe in ozchardes / ã 
ardynes who may ſomme the grete welthe that 
he p2ocurcd td the wozlde to gyue the manercto 
Iyfre vpplantes and trees and ſo mauy good her 
bes coucnable top nouryſſhynge of man. ¶ My 
ncruc alſo that pourueyed by her wycte to man- 
nes nature ſomany dyuers neceſſary thrngesas 
clothynge of wolic whiche were vefoze clothedW 
Ckpnnes of be: ſtes. Zito ſhe put them out of pap- 
ne that they had to berc all theyz neceſſary thyn- 
ges bytwene thepz armes from oneplace toano- 
ther and ozdeyncd and foundethe manere toma- 
ke cartes and charpottes fox theyꝛ (ocoure and to 
the nobles andknyghtes ſhe founde the crafte * 
thc vſage to make harnoysto couer thepz bodyes 
fo: the moze ſuretye in the warre mote fayze and 


ſtronger and moꝛe coucnable than they had beto⸗ 


re whiche was oncly with the hpdes of beeſtes. 

C xpine andJ ſayd to her. Hamadame.NoweF 
percepuc by that/p ye ſaye moze thaneuer J dyde 
the grete vnkyndneſfe and vnconnyngeof theſe 
men that ſo moche cupll ſaythof women/foznot- 
withſtandynge that 'it ſholde ſeme that there is 
cauſe ynoughe ofptayſpnge of them bpthat wo: 
inanis moder to man / and al other welthes that 
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one maye ſc openlp that generally women dothe 
tomen.Truely Jleyerethyeryylt hepe of benery 
fes and ot ſouerapne largenelictyatiheyhaucre 
cepned andrecepue of the:n.Nowe lettethem hol 
de they2 peas fromyens toutye thelc cupll ſapcns 
geclerkes of women thac yaue blam<d and (po- 
kenſhzewdelyof women in they; vokes and dyt- 
tyes andother ſuche /andletre them caltedowne 
theyz eyen foz ſhame of that they haue mylle1apd 
conſyderynge the trouthe whiche is contrary vn 
totheyz waptynge ſeynge this noble lady Carme 
tis the whiche by the hyghnelle of yer vnderſtan 
dynge hath taught them as they; mapyſtrellc arp 
{cole ſuche a leſſon byp Whiche vnderitandynge/ 
theyholde them ſo hyghe and Wozlhypfull , that 
is to knowe the noble letters of latyne / yer what 
hail theſe nobles andknygytes (ap to this thyn- 
geſo moche agayult ryghc that tapthe cuyll gene 
rally ofall womeiilette ryhemretrapucthey2 mo; 
thes x from hens tozth adupſynge p vſage.to be 
re armes in bataple / ato tyghtin ozvenaunceofp 
whiche crakte they prꝛayſe them a holde them gre 
te/ a all is come to tyem by women, x generally al 
men that lyueth by brede / Ithat lyucth in Cytccs 
and townes by the ozdzcofryght .Andaico thoſe 
P tplleth the lande/haue they too moche cauſe to 
blame women as many of theym dothe thynkyn 
ge vpon theſe benefeytes and goodnelles whiche 
thep haue donc fox them. Foxſothc nayc.And that 
by theſe women / that is to vuderſtade Mpuerne 
Cyteof La. Nnt1t, 








Cares/and J's there beneometo them ſo many 
dyners Poithes x ptofptes/ofthe whiche benefp 
ſes they haue they) lyfe lp #6 they ly 
ue and ſhall lyue alway, Theſe thynges ben Wcl 
appeaſed without fayle madame/but yet it ſeme- 
th me that the doctryne of Aryſtotie Whiche was 
of ryght grete p1ofpte to mannes wytte 4 wher- 
of one holdeth ofgrete counte and ofryght /none 
of all that other phyloſophtes that euer Were the 
re is not of fo gretep2otyte to the woꝛlde as haue 
ben #ben byy doctryne oftheſe fozeſayd ladyes, 


( Of the mayden Frenyethat founde the crafte 
tolhere lheepe/to dyelle the wolles / and tomake 
clothe. Ca. xxxix. 


KF Ht onelp by thefe ladyes godhadde 
& Yiuſt topouruey to the woꝛide many 
155%, 4. dpuersthynges « neceſſaryes but 

alco infiameWwyſe by many dyuers 

EO aaothcrs.Soagdy amapdeofthelan 

Illpe that was named Frenye doughter of 
ydmuete CholophoneÞ whithe was of meruayl 
lous ſubtell wytte. So moche ſhelabourcdher 
wyttes plhe founde fyaſt the crafte to dye Wolle 
im to dpuers colourcs #to make werkes inclothe 
as paynters dothe/1nthe manerethat we ſholde 
calleÞ clothes ofhygheclyſtand in this crafte ſhe 
was meruapllous ſubtyll. And it was ſhewher- 
of the fable ſpeketh and ſaythe that ſhe ſtryued wñ 
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Pallas whiche becamc a flee. This woman foti 
de another (cyence mozc neceſſarye. For this was 
ſhc that foundefpyſt themaner of Flare +maner 
of werkes tomake lynnen clothe,Þ whiche thyn- 
geſemeth to be ryght neceſſarye toþ wozlde thou 
ghe that ſome men (ay that the exercyſe therof be 
repzofe to women. This Arenyealſo founde fyr⸗ 
ſte co make nettes andcraftes to take byzdegand 
fyThes and founde the crafte offy(ſhynge/xto ta 
kc and decepue the tronge Wylde beeſtes and co: 
nycs tharcs/# byzdcs With nettes whiche was 
not knowne bekore. Do meſeincth that this wo 
man madenolptell ſerupce toÞWwozlde by Þ whi 
che ſyth men hane founde grete pzofyte. C Notts 
ſtandyngep dpucrs auctoures and alſo this Boz 
cace Whiche telleth fozcſapd thynges haueſapd 
that the woꝛlde was better when pᷣ peopie lyuen 
not but with hawes #acoznes / andÞthey ware 
but ſkynnes of beſtes then it hathe ben \yth whe 
that thep Were taught to vſe others mozc delyca- 
tpke/pet ſauc thereuerence of the ſapd auctourc 3 
ofallthcm that ſhall ſapcthat it is preiudyce to p 
Wolldeto vſeſuche thynges «that thenouryſCh- 
pnge of mannes bodpſholde be founde and vicd 
Ffayethatinſo moche that ony creature reccyue 
th moze of graces # of grete gyftes of god/by ſos 
moche is he the moze beholdynge to ſcruchym 
better /#thatyfony creature vſe euyll of welt þ 
godhathe pzoupded for hym # graunted hym to 
vſe them well « conenably / x made them for the 
CytcofLa, Ny.ltj. 
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vlage ofkman x woman it comethokthe ſhzew- 
deneſſe and curſpdneſle of them that vſeth it euyl 
andnot that þthynges of hym ſholde not be cupl 
but good to vſe. Jheſu cryſt hymſelfetnhis owne 
perſonec ſhewed it wel foz he vled bzede and wyne 
fieſſhc and fyThe/robe of coloure/of lpnnen / and 
ofallother thynges neceſſary whiche hadnot be 
done yfithad ben better to vſe to eate acounes # 
hawcsxalſo he honoured mochetheſcyencepCe 
res foundc/thatis to kno we of bꝛede Whe tt plea 
ſed hym to gyueto man # Woman his oWne body 
tn fourme of bzede/and that they ſholde vie it. 


Cofpamphyle that founde the crafte to dzawe 
ſylke ofthe wozmes.Ca. xl. 


F ſcycnces good and pzofytable foun 
dc by women/amonge others we ou 
ght not to fozgete the noble PÞ..mphy 
[cofthecountre of Gzece, This lady 

<4 Was of ryght lubtyll wytte in dyucrs 
Woerkes and ſo moche delpted to ſerche ſtraunge 
thynges that ſhe was the fyzſt Þ founde the crat- 
te of ſylke. For as ſhe was ryght ſubtyll and yma 
gynatyfe ſhe aduyſed her of theſe wozmes pᷣ ma⸗ 
kcth (yike naturally vpon the bzaunches of trees 
Dolhctoke p bothomes that theſe wouncs had 
made and ſhe ſawe that they wereryght fayze / x 
then ſhe toke many thredes and put theym togy- 
der and twyned them. and then ſhe aſſapedifthis 















pede Wolde take ony fap2e coloure /and When 
ehadptouedallthis and ſawe that it was ry- 
ghta fapze thynge ſhe toke it tomake and to we- 
uctn to clothes of ſylke. Foz the whiche thynge of 
the connynge ofthis woman thereis come grete 
beaute and pzofyte to worzide multypiyed im ali 
conntres.Fo2 god is worſhypped and ſcrued in 
dyuers arayes therof.And the noble robes 4 rap 
mentes of prclates in deuyne offyccs ben made 
thcrof. Ind al'o of Emperours kynges and pzyn 
ccs/and the ſame wyſe the pcoplc of ſome landes 
vſcth nonc other clothynge tox that they haue no 
Woltes and they haue ynowe of ſplke wormes. 


¶ Ot᷑ Thamar that as a ſouerayne mayſtreſſe 
in the crafte ofpayntynge/and ok another named 
Irapne. Ca. xij. 
{IMEEM turcof woman beable to fynde and 
LLIAT Lf, tolerne the ſpecutatyfe ſeyences and 
WJ $ alſo thcſe hande craftes. The ſame 

= UVpſe it is empꝛopꝛycd toerceute the 
and put them in werke ryght ſubtylly when they 
hanelerned them.So as it is wzytcnofawomia 
that was named /Thamar Whichc was of fo gre 
teſubtylte in the crafte and ſcyenceof payntynge 


that in thoſe dayes whyleſhelyucd there wag no 
neſiche as ſhe was in connynge. This woman 







\ Dat woldeſt thou F ſholde ſap pfng- 

















as Bocgce ſayth was doughterto Npton Peyn 
tre and was in tymeof Dlympe.Diympe was 
a grete ſolempne day ſo cailedn the whiche the: 
re weremadedyucrs playes / and he that gate it 
ſholde be graunted vntohymp heaſked yt it we: 
rearcaſonablethynge the whiche feelt ã plapes 
was done tnthe honoureof Jupptcr;@i was ha 
lowed from. vj.yere vnto. vj. xere. ii. xere free by 
twene bothe/#Yercules ozdcpned fynt this feeſt/ 
and of Þ fyzit begynnyngeÞitwas ozdepnedthey 
made they} date.Soas dothethecryſtenmen of 
the Jncarnacyon of Jheſu cryſt . This Thamar 
lcfte ail womens werkes and folowed the crafte 
of her fader by ryght grete ſubtelte of wytte inp 
tyme when Archylans repgned vpon the Mate⸗ 
donyes (hc had ſpnguler prayſynge in ſo moche ᷣ 
they ofthe countre of Epheſc that there wozſhy 
pcd the goddeſſe Dyane made by grete charges 
this Thamar ſholdepaynte the ymage of theyz 
goddeſle / Whiche they keptclonge tyme aftcrin 
grete dygnyte as athynge madebpy grete ſubtyl⸗ 
tcand ſolempnelypapntcd / x they ſhewed neuer 
thts pmage but at the feeſt # ſolempnyte of god 
deſſe theWwhnche papntynge as it endured by ry- 
ght grete age bare ſo grete wytneſſeoftheſubtyl 
tc ofthis woman that vnto this dap thereis me 
mozy of her wytte. Jn this ſeyenceof payntynge 
there was alſo a woman of Gzece fouerapnlp ler 
ned whiche wagnamed Franc that ſhepaſſcd al 
thoſe that weretnher tyme /this woman was a 
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dyſcyple ofapayntoure called CracyneÞ whiche 
was afouerayne werke man/yctlhe was ſubtyll 
#ſomochelernedintheſcycnceÞſhepaſſed xerce 
ded her mayſter ſo meruayliouſip p foz theremem 
bzaunce ofher they lete make an ymage Wwhiche 
was as amaydeny papnted/#thep Iytteitfoho - 
noure amongey other ymages offoucrayne wer 
ke men ofcerrayne wozkeSphad ben betore her, 
Foxiuchecuſtome had theſe auncyent men they 
wozlhypped bothe men #womenþ paſſeother tn 
cxcellence whyder it were of vndcrſtandynge or 
offtrengthe oz ofbcaute /oz ofony other grace o2 
vertuep fox tomake they2perpetuall remembratl 
ccthey made to ſect theyz ymagesinhyghe 4 02 
(ypfull places. ¶ Matcya the Romaynep was 
alſo a vy2gyne was ofryght grete vcrtue m no 

bleIyuynge/Xin good condycyons/ ſhe was aifo 
ofnoble wptte i» crafteofpayntyn ge/this wo- 
man wꝛought byſogretecrafte + ſo mapſtcrly þ 
the paſſed all men/3the ſame wyſe Gaye 4 po: 
yn Were called mooſt ſoucrapne payntonres 
ofthe wozlde in theyz tyme /ſhe paſſed them x at: 
tayned the wozſhyp ofallympghtbeknowne of 
pleyenceaftcr that that the mayltres layd. This 
Marcyatothatententcytheremembranncecofp 
ſcyence ſholde ſhewe after her amonge hcr noble 
werkesſhemadeatablebygretecraftewhere(e 
paynted her fygurebcholdyngeher ina myzoure 

fop2operlypeucry maÞſaweitJuged it tobe on 

lyue / the whiche tableryght longeſyth was fouc 

Cyte ofa, O01. 












rapnely kepte #ſheWved to werkemen ag a trea- 
ſoure of ſolempnyte. ¶ Then Jſapd toher mada 
meby this enſample one map perceyuepinpolde 
tyme theſe wyle people were moze wozſhypped 
than they benowe/xthe ſcye neces holdeth in mo- 
che mozepyyce/pet tothepurpoſe of that p ye ſaye 
of women expertc inÞ ſcyence ofpapntynge.C.Y 
knoweat this day a woman men calleth Ina 
ſtaſeÞ is ſo moche cxperte #lerned to make vyny 
cttes ofcnlumpnpnge tn bokes a chaſynge hyſto 
rycs p therets mencyon made ofony werke man 
11» towne of Parys)yct there benſuchcinÞ tow 
nc ben called o louerayneſt werkemen of p wozl 
de/but Þ lhe paſſeth them / ne pᷣſo ſwetely maketh 
klouryſſhynges as ſhe dothe / and this Jknowe 
by crperpence / kor ſhe hathe wzought foꝛ mplelfe 
dyuers thynges whiche ben holden ſyngulersby 
themſcife amonge the vynyettes of othcr werke 
mcn.Reſponce.Ofp Jbyleuethe wellfapzedou- 
ghtcr/fozthoumayſt fynde women pnowe whi⸗ 
che ben wel experte in dyuers thynges who ỹwol 
dc lerthe aboute in the worlde /and pet to Þſame 
purpoſe TJ ſhall tclic the ofa womanofRome. 


¶ Here it ſpeketh of Sempꝛoyne.Ca. xlij. 


& Einpzoyne of Rome was a woman ofgre 
tcbeaute/yet notwithſtadyngep the ſhap 
ofher body g ofher vyſage palſedin her tyme all 
other women tn beaute / yet ſhe paſſed a exceded 
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inercellence ofſubtylte ofher wytte, Whiche ſhe 
had ſo redy therewas nothyn As Ee 
Wozdenozin werke but anone ſhe wolde haue tt 
lo hooly vᷣ ſhe wolde not faple but ag her lyſte ſhe 
wolde repoꝛte it all y¶ ſhe had herde daye thoughe 
it were ryght a grete narracyõ. This lady knewe 
not onclythe latyneletters but þ GekylThe alſo 
entyerly #wzote them ſo wyttely pit Was grete 
mcruayle coſe. Fllo of ſpeche #faconde xof tayre 
manereſocomely#fogentyllÞbyher wozdeg x 
mancrs lhe coudedzaweony perſoncto oͤſhe wol 
de / xfſhe wolde oz lyſt to pzouoke them to ſolace; 
02 Joye/to wepe oz to ſorowe / in pſame wyſe ſhe 
coudemouceucry man therto/other to hardynes 
oz toony dedeoffirengthe / oz to lerne ony other 
thynge ſhe conde ſtyze them therto/x ſhe hadſpo- 
ken with them. Ind with that ſo inoche the was 
ofmancr/of ſpeche/and of countenannce; and ful 
ofcourtoyſpc/and ofſwetnellethar one ſholdene 
ucr helatylcyed to beholde her / z herc her/ſhe fon⸗ 
geſo melodyoullyrnd by grete crafte played tt 
all tnſtrumentcs ioueraynly/x ſheconde ail ma; 
nerofplayes,aud toſape ſhoztely ſhe was ryght 
able and wyttyto do almancrof thynges þ man 
nes wytte myght comprchende, 


CHereXpincaſketh of Reaſonyfnaturallp:ve 

cebcin woman.Ca, xliuj. 
Xpine yet ſayd to her. Madame trucly I fe 
Wwellpittstruethat god worſhypped behe 
CytcofLa, O0.11, 








hath gyuen vnderſtandynge to woman, compe- 
hcuſyfeinallthynges to vaderſtande/ knowe / x 
toholde / yet fox þ that one ſecth people pnowe p 
haucryght ſubtyll wytte #redy to fele # to vader 
ſtande allÞ one wolde ſhowethem / #ben ſoſub- 
tyl in felpnge x retentyfep there is no ſcyence but 
p ir be opcn pnoughe to them whiche by hauntpn 
gc of the lcole getethryght grete clargye.Andne- 
u-:rthelcile there ben many alſoÞ be of greterepu 
tacyon amogeclarkes xfull ofſcycnce phaue but 
Iytell wyſdomeinmancrs & in wozldely goucr- 
naunce wherofF haue grete meruapyle/fo2itisno 
doubtc that the introduceyon of ſcyence techeth Þ 
good codycyons x vertues. ©o JÞ woldeknowe 
ryght faync ofyou mp lady yfit pleaſed youifthe 
vndcrſtandynge ofwomã Whicheis pnoughe as 
me ſcmeth by pour pzoues x that Jſeit by takyn- 
gearctentyfe in ſubtyllthynges aIſcyences as o⸗ 
thers ben/but J wolde Wwpte yk thepz vaderſtan- 
dynge bepzompte #abylctn thynges ppuudence 
tccheth/pis toknowe tohauc aduyſe vpony whi 
chcis beſt todo/x ofthat pought to belecſt remẽ⸗ 
bzaunce ofthynges paſſcd by p whiche one maye 
bcp more experte byÞenſample ponehaue wyſe 
ſyght in goucrnaunce ofpzcſent thynges / that 
onehaucpourueyaunce vpon thynges to come. 
Theſe thynges as me ſemeth techeth prudence. 
CE Inſwercthouſayſt trewe doughter / but this 
p2udencc of whiche thouſpekcſt/knowe pit come 
th bynaturc to man 4 womã to ſome moze; toſo- 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


meleſſe/xnot to al lyke / howe be it that ſhe dothe 
lo moche naturally thepbenpudent. For thou 
mayſt knowey two ftrengthestogyder ben moze 
#moxereſyſtpnge tha is cuery ſtrengtheby hym⸗ 
ſeife, And therfoze Jſaye to the cucry perſone p 
bpnaturehathepudence/thatts called naturali 
wytte / z with that connynge gotten top perſone 
bzyngethhym to pzayſynge / ofgrete excellence ; 
vet luche hathe one/as thou thyſcifehathe layd / p 
another hath not. Foꝛ that one is thegyfte of god 
p other is goten by longeſtudyenge/ yet thep ben 
bothe good/but ſome ſooner ſhall choſe naturait 
Wytte without leyence goten tha goten with ſcy 

ence/and neuertheles vpon this pzcpoſycyon the 

remaymany oppoſycyons befounde/ofthe whi: 
che mayeſpzynge queſtyons pnowe; fot one my: 

ght cay that he dothe well to choſe themoze whi- 

cheis mooſt auaylable oz pꝛofyte in the comune 
nede/anditis ſothattoknoweſcyences it profp: 
tcthaſynguler perſone and mozcto all pcrſones 
by theſhewpnge thathedotheto others that alj 
ſholde not do of naturall wytte that he choide ha· 
ue. Foꝛ this naturall wytte maye not endure but 
buryngcthe lyfc of theperſoncthathathe'it / and 
Whcu he dycth his wettedycth with hym / but the 
Sochyence that is goten endurcth perpetually fot 
cucr to theym that hathe it for to knowe in pray 
ſynge / and it pꝛofyteth vnto many people. 1n ſoo 
moche that they do teche it vnto others and ma 
keth bookes vnto theym that ben to come. 

CyteofLa, Ooilj. 











Sothey ſcyente dyeth not Withthem. Soas F 
maylhewep by enſample of Aryſtotle # of others 
by} whip the ſcyences Were bzought top worl 
de ppofytethmoze to worlde the connpnge go 
ten ofthem than dothe all Þ pzudence without ſcy 
ence gotcnot all p menpalled oz thoſep ben. Not 
withitandpnge p by pzudeuce many dpuers roy- 
alines 3 Einpyzcs hathe ben Well goucrned and 
dzeſſed yet al theſe thynges ben faplynge a gothe 
With theſe men-X ſcyence endurcth cuer , But yet 
this queſtyon J ſhall lcuc vnaſfoylled # to deter- 
myne toothers.Fo2 it dzawcth not to the purpo⸗ 
ſc ofp ſtrengthynge ofour cyte/and J (hall tour: 
nc agayne to the queſtyon that thou haſt made to 
mc/thatis toknowepyfthere be natural pudence 
in woman / okthe whiche thynge Janſwcrep ſoo 
that thou mayſt knowe by that 918 ſayd tothe be 
fozc, Do as thou mayſt le generally by the goucr 
naunceofthem in ofyces that are put to them to 
do/xyfthon take hede it ſhall ſeme pzc good. Thou 
lhalte fynde that to gouerne thepz youſholde and 
to pouruayefoz it tn all thynges after they puyſ⸗ 
faunce they ben comunely and foz the mooſt par- 
tyeryght curyous quycke and dylygent in ſo mo⸗ 
che that theyz neglygent houſbandes thynketh yp 
it is grete anopaunce tothemp they buſy them ſo 
mocheto do that that perteyncth to them topour 
uaye and then thep ſape/that they wolde be may- 
ſtrelles and moze plc than they . And thus they 
Wolde tourne it in to euyl that many womeſay 
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to thẽ in good entente oftheſc Wyſe women ſpe 
keth»epylticof Salamon / ot whiche ſubſtance 
aftcr our purpoſe wyll ſay þ1t foloweth ſo. 
CT9e epyſtle of Salamon in the boke ofpzoucr 
cS.Ca, rlity. 
4 20 ſhall fondea ſtronge woman is 
1; to ſay Wple/hcr houſbande ſhall not 
A, | faute ofall good. She is pꝛayſed of 
WK al) countre/therhouſbandetruſte 
—thher Wcl-foz the pelderhhpmal'wel 
the andp1ofperytein all tymes ſhe ſckcth #pour 
chaſcth wolles/that is to vaderſtanve werke ts 
kepehermepnyip2ofytable werkes to garnyſſhc 
hcrhouſoande #lhe hcrſelfe puther handesto the 
buſpneſſe/and ſheis as a ſhypofamarchaunteþ 
bereth allmancre of goodeg aud pournaycth for 
brede. She gpucth her gyftes tothemp ben wo! 
thy/and thoſc ben her counſapllours. Ind all ha- 
boundaunce of mcetcs a drynkes ſpzyngeth alſo 
to herſeruauntes. She conſydereth the value of 
amaner oꝛſhe bye it. And by pᷣ werke ofher wytte 
ſhe hath planted vynes with the whiche hcrhouſ 
holde is pouruayed. She gyzdeth her rapnes 5 
ſtrengthc and conſtaunceofbuſyneſſe/andhcr ar 
mes ben in contynuall good werkelhe fecth that 
her buſyneſſers good #therfozcſhe conrynucth tt 
Andfozſo mochcy the lyght ofhcr labourc hail 
neucr bequenched what darke tyme that cometh 
She bulyeth hcrſclfeintronge thynges x with 
that ſhedyſprapſcthnot womens wotkes but he 


















herſelfe wozketh it. She ſtretcheth herhandes to 
thepoote # feble in they2 ſocoure;/her houſe by her 
pourneyauncets kepte fromalmaner ofcoldnes 
of (nowe # thoſe þlhe hath to gouernebenclothed 
in doublcrobcs , She maketh fox herſelfe robes 
of ſylke ofpurple of wozſhyp x of renowne / #her 
houſbandcis wozſhypped when he ts let with þ 
fyrſt auncycntmen of Þ erthe . She maketh cloth 
lynnen & Wollen ſhe ſelleth / xher clothyngeis 
ſtrengthe # wozthyp / #fo2 that Joye perperuall 
ſhal beto her / her mouthe ſpeketh —— woꝛdes 
of wyſedome / x the lawe ot buxomnellſe is in her 
tongue, She conſydereth the pzouyſpons of yer 
houle/x ſhe etcth nother bzede ydeil. Thecondy- 
cyons of her chyldzen ſhewethyp ſheis theyz mo- 
dcr/xthe werke ofthem ſheweth her goodneſle, 
Theclenerayment ofher houſbande yeldethhcr 
puayſynges.Shcis mapyſtreſſe of her doughters 
in althynges thoughe they be grete/ ſhe dyſpray⸗ 
ſcth falſe pzayſynges and vayne beaute. Suche 
a woman ſhall dzcdc ourlozde aſhall be pzayſed. 
and ſhe ſhall ycldcher fruyte after her werke whi 
c<cpzayſcthherinaliplaces. 
¶ Here it ſpeketh of Gay Cyryle. Ca. xlv. 
O the purpole þ the epyſtle of Salamon 
ſayth ofa wyſc woman maye Well be re- 
membyed the noble quene Gay Cyyyle . This la- 
dy waSof Rome o2 of Conltaunce / and maryed 
toakyngeofpþ Romaynes.She was ofpzuden:- 
cc inthe dede of gonernaunce a ryght vertuous, 
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Ind With the grete naturall wyt trouthc 4boun: 
te plhchadaboucall women the was pꝛayſcd to 
beryght a grete vyander 4 of notable pourueyan 
ce / Athoughe ſhe werea quence x1nyght well icue 
to werke with hcr handes / yet ſhe had þ herte al⸗ 
wapc to pofyte tn ſome thynge 4noo tyme to be 
ydle/but alway ſabourcd in ſome Werke, x the ſa⸗ 
me wyſe ſhe made p ladycs xdamoyſelles abou: 
tehertolaboure/31n eſpecyall thoſe þſerued her. 
She foundepmaner toſozte wolles/ x to make 
kync clothe Fol dyuers foztes;xinp lhe occupyed 
her whiche is fozptymearyghthonourable thy: 
ge/by whiche this noble lady in all places was 
pzayſed x wozſyypped/by Whiche for Þ reuerence 
X1ncmo2y of her the Komapucs whiche after en 
creaſed in ryght grete puyſſaunce Whiche in her 
tyme Were not o2depned 4 mayntepued the cuſto 
mcþ tothe weddynge ofher doughters when the 
ſpouſe ſholde entre fp2ſtin toÞ houſe of her hour. 
bande,onc a(bedhowe lhe ſholdebe named. x ze 
anlwered Gaye/tthat gaucto vnderſtande pᷣſhe 
Wolde folowc this ſame iadpin dedes 2 in Wer- 
kes aftcr her puyſſaunce. 

CHere it ſpeketh ofthe adupſe of Dydo quene of 










Cartage.Ca- rivj. 
Raudence lo as thyſclfcha(t ſayd bcto 
CY CC / is tohaucaduyſe xa beijoldynge 
it &>57 &Upoil thpnges that one wyll take on 
bande howe thep ſholde be determp 


SPE Pncd / and þ women ſholde be inſuche 












reſpecte aduyſed tn grete matters. Jſhall gyue þ 
yet cnſample offome puyſſaunt ladyes / xfy2ſt of 
Pydo.This Dydo was fyzſt named Elpxa / the 
connynge other pzudence ſhewed well byher wer 
kes as Jlhalltcil9, Shefounded x edyfyedacy 
te in o lande of Jutfryke named Cartage of whi 
chelhe was lady a quene / a the maner of Þ foun- 
dyngeto getcy lande #to polledeit ſhewedinher 
grete conſtaunce/nobleſle x vertue / without whi 
che to haueby grace verap pzudence maye not be 
tn ony perſone./The comynge of this lady wag of 
them of Fenyce Whiche ofp laſt partyes of Egyp 
tecametintoylandeof Spꝛye / ã there they foun- 
ded à buylded dyuers noble tovones and Cytees 
Imonge whiche people there was akpngecal- 
lcd Agenoz of whiche deſcended by lygnage the 
fadcr ofthis lady dydo whiche was named Bee 
# was kynge of Fenyce / he put the royalme of 
Cypze vndcrhis ſubteccyon.Thiskynge had one 
ſonenamed Pygynalyo/x this maydcn Dydo W 
out mo chyldzen / a whenhe camecothedethehe 
charged gretelyhis baronsþ they ſhoide bere to 
thece.y.chyldzculouc 3 trouthe a ſo to do they ma 
deptomyſe tohym.whenÞ kynge was deed thep 
crowned Pygynalyon his ſone # wedved Elyre 
Whiche was ryghtafayzemapdetoadukeofthe 
countre Whiche was gretteſt after þ kynge xwas 
called Fcerbe Cyte 02 Cytens. Ind this Cytcon 
was the grete pꝛeeſt of the temple of Hercules af- 
tertheyz lawe and was ameruayllonsrychema 
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Jadſoheandhis wyfe loued mochc togyder and 
lcddea good lyfe. But this kynge Pygynatyon 
was of thzewde condycyons/ cruell ; the mooſt 
coucytous perſone that onempght ſe/for he cou: 
denot haue ſo moche but he wolde'coucyte moze 
Elyxe his ſpſter whiche knewe wellhis gretc co- 
ucytyſe/and alſo lhe knewe well that her houſbã 
de had gretetreafoure / and there was grete ſpe: 
kynge ofthis rychelle/ſhe countaylicd anv adup- 
ſedhym that he ſholde kepe hym from the kynge / 
and ſholde put his goodes in ſome ſecrete place; 
tothatentente that the kynge ſholde not take it 
awaye. Cycyens bylcued wellthis counſaple pet 
hekeptenot Wellhts perſone from the awaytes 
ofthekynge as ſhehad toldehym.So thckynge 
madehpm tobeſlayneonadape; to the entente þ 
he myght hauchis grete treaſourcs of the wht: 
che dethe Elyxe had ſogrete ſo2owe that ſhe was 
nerehande dced/and was longe tyme in wepyn⸗ 
gc and wayllynge/ſozowpynge pyteouſly herhu£ 
bande and her lozde/curſpngeher crucll buothcr 
that madehym to dyc. But the falſe kynge that 
foundea Wple of his opynyon Whiche was fox þ 
thathehad foundelytcil oz nought ofthc goodes 
of Cytens andbaregreterancoure to his ſyſtcr, 
Fo he thought thatſhchad hydden the goodes, 
Ind ſhe whiche ſawe well ſhe was in grete pe: 
ryl of her lyfe was warned byher prudence tole 
ucher owne countre #to go thens. This thynge 
remẽbꝛed / ſhe toke adupſle in herlelfe by vertuous 













courage of ſhe ſholdedo #xarmedher with ſtren 
gthe + conſtaunce toput in effecte ſhe wolde ta- 
be onhande.So this ladyknewe wellÞthekyn- 
ge was not welbyloucd ofhis lozdes /noz of yis 
people fox Þ grete crucltyes a extozcyons phe dy⸗ 
de/ſo ſhe toke toher certayne lozdes x cyteſyns / x 
alſo of þ comune pcople/x after» that ſhehadma 
de them ſ\werey they ſholdcholde it in counſayle 
ſuche thyngesas ſhe wolde deuyſe to them ſhe by 
ryght fayzc language began to declareher enten 
te/\o1aochep thep accozded to go with her/x ther 
to they made they othe to be trewe a faythfull. 
So this lady as ſoone as ſhe myght made redy 
her naupe all ſecretly / 4 bynyght ſhe departed w 
al her gretc treaſours x foyſon of people with her 
tlhe charged gretly her maryners to employ the 
to go. Yore gretter malyce dyde this lady fox ſhe 
knewe well pher bzoderas ſoone ag heknewe of 
her goynge wolde ſende people afterher/x ſecret- 
iy ſhc made kylle gretc males x grete fardclies of 
thynges of noo valewe [but they wereheupas it 
had ben gretctreaſourctop entente Þ in delyue⸗ 
rynge theſe foreſayd males x fardellcs to them 
her bzoder wolde ſcnde aftcr it ſholdelct her paſte 
xnottohurtcher goynge , Whiche thynge came 
all top poynte [fot they were not longe, gone but 
grete foyſon of people came from þ kynge ſewyn 
ge after her tohaucarcſtcdher but thelady wel x 
DD ſpake to them +ſayd that ſhe wente in Her 
pytgrymage-fo theylettedhernot/but when this 
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lady ſawe þ this excuſacyon wolde not adnaple 
ſhe knewe wel p he wolde nothyngeWher bntto 
hauchcr treaſoure#lheſaydþlhe wolde ſcnde it 
to hym with agood wyll / and thoſcþknewe wel 
that they wolde do they payne to tontente ÿ kyn 
ges appetyte to apeate p kynge/ then ¶ lady w 
aſoꝛowlull chere as thoughelhe toke ſo2owe toꝛ 
it madeto be deiyuered all theſe males # baggcs 
tothem.And tholeþ trowed verely þ they hadTo 
ne well theyr deuoyze &þ they ſholde byynge Jop 
full tydynges to the kynge departed from her / x 
the quene without makynge ſcmblavnt ofþ thou 
ghtonher goynge as ſoone as ſhe myght / x they 
wente lolongebyday# by nyght pz they arrucd 
inþJleo:Cypze/ttheretheprefreſſhedthem a ip 
tell whyle, # anone afterſhctokcherllyppeswi;e 
hehav doncher oblacyons vnto pᷣ goddes 21d 
ſhe bꝛought withherp pzceſt ofJeuys this wyte 
#allhis youlholde/he had dyupned before þthe 
re ſholde come alady oip partycs ofPhcnyce for 
p wiuche he ſholde leue his countre a ſholdego w 
hcr.Tius chey wentelefre bchynte them p tan 
deotGzece#tyelandeoi CeepllinÞryoht hande 
#they ſapledlongebpp landeof Me.ulre fo mo 
che p thep arxu«dinAutrykea there tokeÞlande 
and anone came p pcopic of countretoſe þma- 
nere #What people they were/& When they fatke 
lady xhcrpcoplc thcybzoughtplentye of vy.rap 
ics #thelady ſpake to them ryght frendly x ſax'd/ 
Þ foz the gretc welthe$ſhehadherdefapofp coi 
Cytc07La, Pp.j. 











tre the as comethyder to vwell there yf itpica- 
ſed them/xthey anſweredP they wolde well/and 
o lady Þ made ſemblaiit Þ ſhe wolde make no gre 
te dwelipnge vpon aſtraunge landerequped the 
to (elle to her vponÞ ſee coſte ſo moche lande one⸗ 
iy as p hyde of an ore wolde encloſe there to make 
dwellynge places foz her #hcr people/the wyiche 
thynge was graunted toher /and the coucnaun- 
tcs athe pꝛyte ſwoꝛne byt wene them, The laby 
then whiche ſhewed her wyt a grete pꝛudence ma 
dc to take an hyde of an oxe / a made to cutte it by 
yp (malicſt thonges þ mpght be made # knytte the 
togyder allonlengthe x after made to ſtretche it 
vpon ygroundeall aboute þ ſee coſte whiche con 


teyned a meruapyllous grete countre of p whiche 
thynge ſellers vere meruayllous ſoꝛe abaſſhed 


4meruaylled moche of Þ cauteples ofthis woma 
xnot foꝛ ppet they muſt holde theyz pzyce) #thus 


this lady gate this landein Fuffryke / a inp ſayd 
foztakynge there was ſmptenofpheedofanhoy- 


le / by whiche heed a by þ crye # theklyght ofbpz 
des they vnderſtode after theyz dyuynynge ÿ in þ 
cytcthat ſholde be founded / there ſhoide be in ty⸗ 
me to come men of warre #Wyſein armes.Then 
this lady ſente anoue all aboutetoſcke werkemẽ 
& opened her treaſoure 3 made to buylde a Cyte/ 
meruayllous grete/fapze #ſtronge whicheſhe na 
medCartage/xthe toweofÞ dongeon ſhe called 
Byꝛle whiche is to ſay hyde ofan oxe / a ſo as lhe 
begãto buylde her cyte ſhe herde tydynges ofher 
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bzoder Whichemanacedhergretely # all p were 
inhercompany fox bycauſc ſhe had mocked hym 
of» treaſoure-butlhe anſweredto meſſangers 
oͤthe trraloure was good # fayzep lhe toke to be⸗ 
retoher bzoder/buty by aduenture thoſcy bzou- 
ght it toke it awaye #putin ſtede of ſome taiſe 
thyngcs/02 pit myght Well be fox þ vengeaunce 
ofp dethcotherhouſbandep goddes hadno Wpl 
o he oſlewe hym ſholde reioyce his goodes i ther 
tore they haue chaungedit.But as for the mana- 
ſyngeſhcthought by thehelpe ofher goddes ſhe 
ſholde defcnde her trom her bꝛoder / a then ſhe ma 
detocallall thoſe ſhe had bꝛought thydery) her 
#layd to thcmplhe woldenot they ſholde aby- 
deW her agaynſther courage /nep by her ſhotde 
comeencombzauncetothem/byP whiche ptthep 
Wolde tourne homeagayneall oz ſome ofthem þ 
the wolde reſtore thẽ koꝛ they? laboure # ſcnde the 
koꝛthe / they anſwered all Withone voyce pthey 
wolde iyue a dye with her Wout partynge all the 
dayes ofthepz lyucs.Then departed the mean: 
gers. x» lady as moche as ſhe myght buſyed her 
to perfourmec her eyte)#Wheit wagalmadeſhc 02 
deyned lawes toppeople fo tolyucaftcrryght + 
Juſtyce / a thus ſhe gouerned ſo notably 4by greet 
pzdeceyinalcotitreswentcherrenownc. a cue 
ry miſpake ofhernot oncly fozthe grete vertueþ 
was 1nherbut as moche koꝛ hardpnclle of þfayze 
entrepzyſepſhehadmade;3 for the grete prutd ent 
gouernaũce they chaunged her name x called her 
CyteofLa. PP), 









— do whiche is as moche to ſay in latyne as Ut 
FP mo is to ſave ſhe hath vertue a ſtrengthe of 
man/x thus ſhe lyued glozpouſly a greteWhyle 4 
longer had done if foztunehad ben fauourableto 
her,butas the often tymes enupous to them that 
ben 1n pzolperyte dyſtepered to her an harde dzau 
ght ot dꝛynke at the lau lo as herc alter in tyme ã 

place Jlhall teli the. 


¶ Here it ſpeketh of Opis.Ca. xlvij. 


Pys oꝛ Ops ᷣſyth was called goddeſle x 

moder of goddes was ofp auncyent peo- 
ple/hadinreputacyon as ryght a wyſe woman 
for » that aiter Þ ſayenge of the olde hyſtozyes ry- 
ght puudently + conſtauntly ſhe coudeholde her 
contente amonge Þ pzoſperytees # aduerſytees Þ 
happened to her in her tyme.This lady was dou 
ghtcr of Urane » was ryght a puyſſaunt man in 
Gece xofUelta his wyfe whiche was ryght ru⸗ 
de x lytcli knowynge of þ wozlde / and this lady 
Opys 02 Ops was Wweddedto Saturnus þkyn 
ge of Crete Whiche was her bꝛoder. Dothiskyn 
ge had a vyſpony his wyle ſholde bedelpuered of 
ami chyldeÞ lholdeſleehym / @foz to voyde this 
fozcſayd deſtenyche ozdepned that allÞmen chyl 
dren Þ the quene ſholde hane ſholde be llayne / yet 
fo; all oͤthis lady dyde ſo moche by her wytte whi 
che kounde luche cauteyles pſhe reſpyted her thre 
ſones from o dethe / d is toknowe Jupyter Nep⸗ 
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tunus/and Pſuto/and ſhe was gretely woꝛſhyp 
ped ſyth / and her wyſedome pzayſed /and toz her 
viiderſtandynge/and toz the auctozyte ofher chyf 
dren ſhe gate iñ her tyme ſo grete voyce/andWoz 
lyypin the woride the lewde peopie ofthe coun 
trecalled her goddelle and moderofgoddes.Fo 
her lones in thep: lyupnge was counted foꝛ god⸗ 
des kozp they were in ſome thynges mozc know- 
yingethyen other men that Were all as vcltes. ©0 
tyere Were ozdepned and ſacryfycd temples / the 
Whiche opynyon the foles kepte longe tyme/and 
the tame wyſe at Kome tn the tyme ofthe p2otpc- 
ryte otthe Romapnes was this folye/4 then had 
tyis goddelletn gretercuerence, 


C£OfLauynedoughterofthckyngeLatyn, 
Capituio. xiviij. 
AAupne Whiche was quene okthex 
— tyn es had alio pꝛayſynge ofpuudei 
cc.Chis noble lady was deteendi'o 
ofthis Saturnus kynge of Crere 
{Ml Rake dof whome Wchauc ſpoken / x was 
doughter ofthe kynge Latyn/andattcr Turnus 
the kynge of Turplyens coueyted to hauc her to 
Wyfe/but her favcr whichehad anſwere of Þ god 
des that ſhe ſholde begyuen to a lorde of Trope 
whiche taryed the maryagelonge tyme/not with 
ſtadyngeyp yis wyfe labouredP contrary, x when 
Eneas was ary'ted in Jtalyhe aſked icnc ofthe 
CytcofLa, Pp.iij. 
















kynge Latyne to deſcende vponhis lande/buche 
gauehymnot onelyþ — grauntedhym 
his doughter in maryagy.Ynd(othiscauſeTur 
nus mourcd warreagayuſt Encas/in the whiche 
was grete Aaughter # kynge/Turnus was (lay 
ne hymſcife. Ind Eneas had þ vpctozy and Wed- 
ded —— that had ſyth alone by hym of who⸗ 
me lhe mas ay hep Gneagdyed , But when 
it cane that the tholdebedelpnered fo the grete 
drede that thr had that a coue that Encas had of 
another woman / whiche chylve was named Iſta 
nyus that foz couetyſe of repgnyge ſholdenot llee 
the chylde that ſhe wag velpucred of. She wente 
X was delynered ina wodde and gaue the chylde 
aname Julyus Sylupus. This lady wolde nc- 
ucraftctbe maryed / and ſhegouerned hcrinher 
wydowhoderyght pudentely/and mayntepned 
the royalmec by grete wyſedome / and her ſone in 
lawe had her tn fo gretelouephe had nonceupll 
wyll agaynſt her no his bzoder.But after that 
hchad buylded therpte of Ftba he vente to dwel 


therc/x1Laupne gouernedthelanderyght wyſcly 


tyli the chylde was growne/ofthewhiche chylde 
came Remug and Romulus whiche founded Ro 
mc/and thehyghe Romapne pzynces that came 
ſ\yth. ¶ what woldeſt thou that J ſholde ſayemo 
re dere doughter/mclemeth that Jhaue brought 
forthe prones ynowe to mpneentente /that is to 
bnderltande of that F ſhewe by quycke reaſon ã 
enſample that godhathenot had/ne hathe in re- 
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pꝛobacyon the fempnyne vle as theſe men hane/ 
id as thou ſeeſt clerely. Ind as it hathe appered a 
pet ſhall appere by the dyſpoſycyon of myne other 
two ſyſters that ben here, Foz well me ſemeth 
fromehens forthe it ought to ſuffyſe in that that 
FJhaue made the walles ofthe cloyſtre of the cyte 
of ladpes. NoWeben all thynges acchcued and 
ozdeyned., Nowe cometh fozthe mpne other, two 
ſyſters / and by they helpe and deupſelette the re- 
menaunteof the bupldyngebe perfourmed and 
made anendebythem, 


C Here endeth the fprſteparteofthe 
 bokeofthe CytcofLadyes, 


CHcreafter foloweth the table oz rub1yThes 
ofthe leconde partye of this boke / whiche 
telleth howe / and by whomethe Cyte 
was buylded Within and peopled. 










| CTabula, 
Che fyꝛſte chapytre ſpeketh of the.x.Sybylles 
Capitulo, Pumo, 
CAlſoof Spybylle Erytee.Capitulo, ij. 
C aloof Sybylle Aalmethea.Ca. iij. 
¶ Iiſo of dyuers ladyes.Ca. iiij. 
C Alſo of Nycoſtrate/and of Caſſandꝛa / and ot⸗ 
quene Baſpne.Ca. v, 
C Of Intyopnethat became Empreſſe.Ca. vp. 
¶ xXpine ſpeketh todameryghtwyſnelle.Ca.vy. 
¶ Here it begynneth toſpeke of doughters that 
toued fader x moder a fyꝛſt of Dzypetue, Ca. vii. 
C alſo of Iſyphyle. Ca. ir. 
¶ Ilſo of the vyzgyne Caudyne.Ca. x. 
¶ Alſo ofa woman that gaue her moder ſowke 
in pꝛyſon. Ca. xj. 
¶ Alſo ryghtwyſneſſe ſayth that ſhe hathe acche⸗ 
ued the treacourpe oit istyme to people it. Ca. xij. 
¶ Alſo xpᷣine aſketh ofdameryghtwyſacspty be 
true pthecie bokes #theſe men ſaypᷣthe lyte of ma 
ryage is harde to beretoz the occaſpon of women 
| tothcy2 grete wzonge-and there anſwercth rp- 
ghtwpſaclle x begynncth to ſpeke ofp gretcloue 
of women to theyt houſbandcs.Ca, xiij. 
CIlſoofthequene Jpſytrace.Ca. xiiij. 
¶ Allo ofthe Empꝛelle Tryaryc. Ca. xv. 
¶ Alls of the quene Archemple. Ca, xvj 
C Allo of Argyue doughter of þ kynge Adzaſtus 
Capitulo. xvij. 
Calo ofthenoblelady Agryppyne. Ca. xviij. 





_ vt 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


CAlſo xpine ſayth x after ryghtwyſneſle anſwe 
reth gyupngc enſample #ofthc noble lady Julpe 
doughter of Julyus Cezar /# wyfe of the pzpnee 
Pompee.Ca, ' tire 
Calo ofthe noble lady Tycrce Emulpen.Ca.rr 
¶ Allo otf zancyppe wyle ot the phyloſophze So: 
crates.Ca. xxj. 
¶ Of Pompay paulyne wyfe of ſencke. Ca. xxij. 


¶ alſo of the noble Sulpyte.Ca. xxiij. 
¶ Allo ot dyuers ladyes togyder Þrefpyted theyz 
houſdandes from the dethe. Ca, xxiiij. 


¶ Aiſo Xpine ſayth to dame ryght wyſnes apcnſt 
them ſapthþ women can kepenocounſaple#þ 
anſwereplhe maketh 1s of Pozcya doughter of 


Catho.Ca. xxv. 
¶ To the ſame purpoſe ofthe noble lady Curya, 
Capitulo. typ, 
C yet to the ſame purpoſe.Ca. xx bit. 


¶ Alſo pꝛoues agaynlt that pᷣſome ſay pᷣ a mais 
afoleþ bpleucth þ countaple of his wyfe #'takcth 
onytruſt toit/Xpine aſkcth ofryghtwyſneſte ant 
ſheanſwereth her. Ca, xxviij. 
COfmento,whomit hathe well ſewed of bylc: 
uynge of theyz Wpues/x gyueth enſample of dy: 


uers.Ca. xxix. 
¶ Ot the grete welthe ỹ is cometoþ woꝛlde a co 
meth all day bycauſe of women.Ca. ttt, 
¶ Allo of Yudyth the noble wydowe,Ca, urrj. 
CAlſoofthe queneHeſter.Ca. xxxij. 
¶ Otthe ladyes of Sabyne. Ca. xxxiij. 












¶ Alſo of Veturye. Ca. xxxiiij. 


¶ Ot the queneof Fraunce Clotylde. Ca. xxxv. 


m & | xxx J. 
CAlſoXfineſayth toryghtwyſneſſe xananſwe 
re vpony ſameagaynſtthempſapptherebenbut 
fewe womechalt x ſpcketh of Suſan.Ca-xrxrvij. 


CAlſo agaynſtthemy ſayÞitisnot good þ Wo: 
n — — 


¶ Alſo of Sarra.Ca. xxxviij. 
¶ Allſo of Rebecca.Ca. xxxix. 
¶ Allo of Ruth.Ca. xl. 


¶ Allo of Penolope.Ca. rj. 
Callo agaynſtthemþ ſayth ỹ vnethes kayre wo- 
men ben chaſt xſpcketh of aryampre.Ca. rity. 
¶ Allo of theſame # of Inthoyne wyke of Dzuſe 
Tyber.Capitulo. rl. 
C Alſo agaynlt them that ſayepy women wyll be 
Wylfully rauyThed ofmen/cnſamples dpuers /x 
fyiſtof Lucreſſe, Ca. xliiij. 
¶ Iiſoofy quene of Gauſgrees.Ca. xiv. 
C.Df9 Dycambecs a other mapdens.Ca. xlvj. 
¶ Pꝛoucs agaynſtÞp one ſayth of Þinconſtatice 
of women xpine ſpckcth aryghtwyſheſle anſwe 
rcthher of the incoſtaunce ofdpucrs Emperours 
Capitulo. | xlvii. 
C Alſo of Ncro. Ca. lviif. 
COtp empcroure Galba and of others. Ca.xlir. 
¶ Alſo of Gꝛyſylde marquyſe of Saluce a ftron- 
ge woman im vertue.Ca. lJ. 
CAlſoof Floꝛence of Rome.Ca. lj. 
COfy wyte of2Barnabothe Gencuoys,Ca, lip 
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Cllfoatterythatryghthadtolde ofcontaunte - -* 


ladyes Xpinedemaundedher pf it were trewe p 
dyuers meſap p there arc but felve wome pꝛayſa 
bleinthelpte of kouc/xryghtwyſneſle anſwereth 
Capitulo. __—_ litj. 
¶ Ailo of Dydoquene of Cartageto the purpoſe 


of ſtable loue in a woman.Ca. itt, 
C.Ilfo of Medea. Ca, Iv, 
¶ Alo of Tyſbe the mayde. Ca. lvj. 
C Alſo ofHcro.Ca, [vij. 
([Flfo of Syſmonde doughter of the prynce of 
Salcrne.Ca, lviij. 


AIlſo of Lpʒabeth xofothcrlouers.Ca. tir, 
¶ Allo of Juno other wozſhypful ladycs.Ca.ir 
¶ Iifo Xpine fapth t ryghtWyſneſſe anſwvcreth 
her agaynſt thoſe Þ ſapth þ women dzaweth met 
tothem by thepz Folptces.Ca, Itt. 
(Of Claudpne woman of Rome.Ca. Irit, 
CYowepþhelycth not pſapthþ ſome women vc 
ivteth themtn kayre clothynge 02 araye.Ca. xliij. 
COfqueneBlaunche modcr of ſapnt Lewes x 


| other good Wome loued fox they2 vtucs.ca.lritir, 


C Alſo Xpincſayth andryghtwyſneſſcanſwere: 
th her agapnlſt them that ſay that women by na- 
fure are ſcarce and couctouſe. Ca. Irv, 
COfÞrychelady x lyberall Buyſe. Ca, Irv. 
C.Dfpypneelles xladyes of Fraunce. Ca. trviz. 
CAlo xpine ſpeketh to all prnceſſes and to all 
women. Ca. Irviij. 
¶ Here endeth thc table. 


_ 


* 








CHerebegynneththeſcrondepartyeof the boke of 
Cyte ofLadyes the Whiche telleth howe # by whome 
the Cyte was buylded Within andpeopled.Fnd fyzit 
chapytre ſpekethof9.v, Sybylles. Capitulo, Pumo, 
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Fter the woꝛdes ofthe fyzſ ladyt 

['\ Was named Keaſon. The * 
A dy dzewe her towarde me the whiche 
was named ryghtwyſneſſe / a thus 
Di ſayd tome, Derc frende J ought to 
drꝛa we me abacke /noz to bellowe to vupide x to 
make the ſtone Wozke With thy helpcin cyrꝛcuyte 
of Þ cloyſtre ofthe wailenowe made by myſyttcr 
Keaſon ofthe cyte ofLadyes.Nowe take thy to; 

lesandcomebefoze and tempze thy mozterm cue 
ry concr/and buylde on faſt with the foote of hp 
penne. Foz J hall delyuerynoughe wherof/a bp 
P vertue ofgod we ſheilhaue good buytdynge 4 

hyghe palayces/ropal «noble nanſyons ottheſe 
cxcellcnteladpes of grete wozthyp andrcnowtic 

che ſhaibe lodged in this cyte/a ſhal abydeperpe 

tuallyfrohensfozth.TheJtpineheryuge pWot 

de ofthis wozlhypfulltady ſaydin this mancre} 

Byght excellente lady ſe mchere aliredy. Rowe 

comaundefox mpydeſyzcistoobeye /alhec iayd to 

methus. frende beholde theic fayzcſtones more 

farxcr than ony pzccyous ſtones «lhynpuge whi 

che Jhaue ſought foz p aordeyned them revy to 

lodgcthcminthema:onryſemeth PpFhanebcn 

ydle whyle mp ſyſterReaſon ayouyanchen buſp 

Or ſetthemarowe after mplynep thouſceſthcre 

by the ozdynaunceÞ Jſhalltclithe, Amonge the 

ladyes of foucrapucdygnytc maye Welt be puttin 

theroweofhyghneſſethe hyghly fulfviled of Sa 

pyence the wyſe Spbelles the whiche as oide an 

Cytc ofL a, Aj, 



















tentykeauctoursputinthey2 wiptynges Were, 
x.by nombꝛe thoughe yp ſome put but.ir. ¶ Omy 
dere frende take hede here vohat moze woꝛſhyp in 
dede ofrcuelacyons dyde god cucrto a pzophete 
that he loucd moze thanhe gaue andgraunted to 
theſcryght noblc ladyes of home ſpcketo the 
dyde not he ſende in to them pholy ſpyzyte ofp20- 
phecp ſo mocheÞ it ſemednot onelyof that þ thep 
ſayd that it ſholdc be ponoſtpcacyon oftymeto 
come/but it ſemed as it were ofcronycles ofthyn 
ges paſſed and came ſo moche that they were cle 
rcly vnderſtardyngein theyz thynges Wayten/# 
aiſo ofthe compnge ofour lozdeJheſu Cryſt whi 
che camcryght longe tyme after they ſpake moze 
ciercly as 1t1s founde than dydeal the pophetcs 
Thele ladyes vſed al they lyues inmaydenhode 
a dyſp:ayſed pollucyon / and all were named Sy 
belles and it is not to vuderſtande it was theyz 
020p2cnames/but Sybcllcis to ſay as kno wyn 
ge the thought of god/and ſo they Were called fo 
that that they propheeped meruapllous thynges 
that it was conuenyent that þ they ſayd ſholdeco 
mc tothem oof the pure thought of god. So it is a 
name of offprc andno pzoprename. Theſe lady- 
£S vverebozne in dyuers conntres of the wozlde 
andnot allin one tyme / and all they pzophecyed 
grete foyſon of tyynges tocomeand in eſpecyall 
of our loꝛde Iheſu Cryſtand ofhis compnge: ſoo 
as itis ſayd rygyt clerely thoughe that they were 
alpapnymes 3 1otof the laweof Jcwes whiche 
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that tyme was thelaweofgod.CTheivigy 
boznetn the tande of Perſe/x Til Hos : 
med Perſya. ¶ The teconde was of Lybye/and 
was calledLybyca.CThethyzdeof Deiphecn- 
gendzed in the temple of Fppoiyn/ # was named 
Delphpca.Ind this lady pzeched thedcliruceyon 
of Troyc longe tpmebekoze #Oupdeput many 
verſes ofher in his boke. ¶ The fourthe was of 
ptalpe & Wag called Symerpa, ¶ The tyfte was 
of Babylon and was called Erophyle. This 1a: 
dy anſWered tothem ofgrece of thynges þ they 
demaunde her/that Troye and plyon thc ftronge 
caſteil ſholde peryſſhe by them;and» Omere te? 
dc wyyteleſpngly/alſo ſhe was called Ervtcl; fo2 
the dvclledinÞ Ile / and there wereher bookes 
ounde. CThc.vj.was otthe Jie of Samos 3 
Was called Samya.C.The.vy.was calicd Cu: 
nyana and was bozne ofpralipe in Cumpnys (1 
plandcofChampayne, ¶ The. viy. was named 
Cleſpontyne # was boꝛne heſponte in the trite of 
(Trop 7 floured 11» temple of» nobic auccourcs 
olyn # Tpzy, ¶ The. ix. was of frygya therfs 
rethe was named Frygica.This lady tpake 1o 
che ofp fal lynge of dyucrs lozdlhyps: + Jec ipake 
moche of p comynge of Þ falſe pꝛophete Znreervit 
C.The.r.was calledTyburtine, 4by another ng 
me Albuyna of whom che weytynges aremochc 
pzayſcd fo that p the wote cicrelp of {hit Crit 
audnotwithſkandyngethatrheſeS bylics were 
bouie ofpayuyines all thep repzourd they: awe; 
Cytc of a. $i 













and blamed thernþ thep worlhypped dpuexsgod 
des lapnge þthere is but one god/#that all theyz 
pars Neth of Dobpll Etytee.Ca. ij 
ere it ſpeketh of Dy C s 
CY 23 Yonge) other Spbelles Erytehad 
Ithe grctelt pzerogatyue ot wyſdome. 
99502 ofhcr the vertue wasſo Ns 
Cpngulcr xa ſpecyall gpfte ofgodypthe 
_ Wrote a pꝛophecycd dpucrs thynges 
tocome ſo clerely þit ſemed better tobe a goſpell 
than pzophecye/xat therequeſt of the grebes the 
put they labouresclerely in wptynges/they ba 
taylles/x the deſtruccyon of Trop) it was neuer 
clerer after it was donethan it was befoze. The 
ſame wpſe ſhe deſerpued and put togyder in fewe 
wordes #trueþEmpyre a the lozdfhyp ofthe Ko 
mapnes/x thep2 dyuers aduentures longe tyme 
befoze þ it was come/ #loo if ſemed better tobe a 
ſhozte remembzaunce of thynges paſſed than of 
thpnges oftyme tocome.Fnd amoze greter dede 
ſhe dyde a a mote meruapyle / foꝛ ſhe prophecyed # 
opened playnelp theſecretenclle ofthe thought of 
od þ was neuer opened by thep2ophetes but by 
gures #derke wowdes and couerte. That is to 
knowe the holy ghoſt/the myſtery oftheJncarna 
cyon of the fone ofgodinþ mayden Mary. Ind 
inher bokethere was wꝛyten / Ihelus / Ceptos/ 
Cenyos.Sothoz whiche wasto ſay inengiyſſhe 
I helu Cryſt ſone of god # ſauyoure/ a there was 
alſothe lyle x the werkes ofhym/the treaſon and 
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the takynge gal the ſcornynges #hig det 
reſurreccyon/the UPeto!p ant the 2d os me 
comynge ofthe holp ghoſt top apoltles/pcompn 
geatpdapof Jugement/xþſamc Vole p lhe yad 
ſapd #compoundedſhoztelp the mplterp ofþ cry⸗ 
ſtenfaythe/xnotonelethe toldey dedes to come! 
yis toſap p day of Jngement/y9 tremblynge dap 
thecrthe ſhall ſwcte blode / kyngeſhal come fro 
hcuenp ſhall Jugeally woulde/x Y bothc good x 
eupll (halſc/eucry ſoulcſhalitakeagayne his bo: 
dy/Xcucryſoulclhalhaue pzayſynge after his'be 
ſerte.Thererychelſeſhallfaple x þ falfc pm ages 
alſo / fyzc ſhal bꝛenne bothe ſee x lande / ã al thyn 
ge lhal peryſſ he excepte the fayntes toned of god/ 
thereſhallbeno thpngehydde/atl ſhall be open, x 
all thynges ſhall dye/there hal be Wepynge xfo- 
rowful people ſhal trapne they} tethe fo: dyſtres 
Theſone,þmone: the ſterres ſhaljoſe they: clere; 
neſſe/hyllcs x valays ſhal be madeencn. the lee x 
p lande#allthynges ſhall bebzonghtin egalnes 
The trompe of heuen ſhall call mankynde toco: 
me to the Jugement/then there ſhall be grete dre 
deXcucry man hal wepefothis folyc. Then hat 
theerthe be made newe/ kynges xpyynces fhat co 
me before the Juge whiche (hail gyue cticry mat? 
afterhis dcſcrte.Fyze ofbtymſtoneſhali departe 
frome heuen whiche ſhall fall tn to helle. Ind all 
thele thynges ben conteyned in. xxvij. verſesthat 
this Sybylle made. Fo the whiche merytes as 
Bocace ſayth and other wyſe auctourcs whiche 
CrtcofLa. J.tt1, 
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at wzytcth ofher holdeth þ ſhe was ryght wal 

he ned With god/# that ſhe oughtto be honou⸗ 
red more than onyother woma afterp holy ſapn 
tcsof paradyſc.This woman kepteherin vyrgy 
nytc all þ dayes of her ipfe /#foitis to pꝛeſume p 
ſhe was bought vp in all clenneſſe/fo2in anher- 
te euyll tatchcs/02 fouled with vyces it maye not 
be that moche lyght of knowynge of thpnges to 
come myght hauehis beynge. = 
COfthe SybyllAlmethea.Ca, tif. 
E=&=WILmecthcay Sybylle was boꝛne as it 
7-5 AQis ſaydinÞlandeof Champayne Whi 
WaAche is nyghe Rome. (This lady had al 
£4 Ao ryght eſpccyall grace of ſpyzyte of 

= gnhecy/+ſhe Wagbozne as ſome auc 
ours lay in tyme ofthe deſtruccyon of/Troye/X 
lyued vntop tyme of Tarquyne pzoude/#lfome 
called her Deiphyle. This lady notwithſtandyn 
gc the lyueda meruapllous grete age ſhewas a 
byzgyncallher lyfe/xfozÞ grete wyſdome ofher 
ſome poctes fapnedÞ was loued of Phcbus Wwht 
che they called god of wyſdome/x that by þgyfte 
ofthis Phebus ſhe gate ſo moche of vndecrſtan- 
dynge #lyued longe/whiche is to vnderſtande Þ 
fox her mapdcnhode  fozþſhe was loued of god 
þ lone of fappence whiche enlumpned her with» 
clereneſſc of pꝛophecye by p whiche ſhe hath ſayd 
befozc x wꝛyten many dpucrs thynges to come. 
Ouer this it is wꝛyten that ſhe beynge at Þryua- 
ge of Bayoule nyghe lake ofhelle hadanoble x 
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amceruayllous ãſwere #reuclacyonveupne wht 
che is wzyten a kepte in her name +1512 vere By 
* med. And thougheit beryght an auncycnt thyn⸗ 
geit is yetagretemeruaple ofp gretenelſe a the 
excellence ofthis to whom it is well co{yTercd X 
bcholden. Some fapnynges ſapþthe ledve cnc. 
as to helle # bzought hym agapne This womã 
cainetoKomebzoughtWher.ir.bokes the hi 
cheſhe pꝛeſented to cli to Tarquynepkynge;bur 
as hc wolde refuſe totake them ofp puycey the af 
ked thebzente,tij.oftheyminhis pzeſcnce, x that 
other day ſhe aſked for the other. vi.bokes pWVerc 
leftep ſame pzyceasCſheaſkedfo2p hole ir 4ſwa 
repyfone woldenot gpuethefaine prcep (be af 
ked anoneſhe wolde brenne . iij. of thein a the dar 
afterpkynge Tarquyne gaue her the ſame pzyce 
p ſhe aſked fyzit,Sotheſe bokes were well kekte 
#1t was founde p they declared clerely $ actes p 
ſholde come vntop Romaynes / a the gretc caſe p 
ſyth hath happened they founde wyyten in þ ſapy 
bokes whiche ſyngulerly be kepte in treaſou- 
rye ofthe Empcrours as fozto reccyuccounſaytc 
ofthemasit were ananſWeredcupne*'C Nowe 
take hede here ſwete frendehowe god gaue ſo gre 
fegracetoaWomepſhchad wytte to counſa ric 
tadupſenot onely one Emperour in his lyfe but 
toallthemy were tocome to ome ally dedes 
of Empyzcdurynge p woulde. Soteil ime T the 
pay Where was there euer a mã ſholdcdop / 4 
pagafolenot longe ago heldcſtpcupllcotents to 













beof9 kpnde of ſuche creatures thynkyngeÞ god 
Wolde haue had itin repzocpon / ofthis Sybylle 
ſpeketh Uy2gyll in his boke all in verſes.Sheen 
ded her dayesx#hertombe was ſhewed loge after 
COfdyders ladyespophyctes. Ca. iiij. 
J forꝛeſayd iadyes Were not onelybyp 
gyftc of god pꝛophetyſynge top Wozlde/ 
but there hath ben grete koyſon ofothergiallaw 
es phathben holdcn1toz yf thou lokeinpiawe of 
Jewes y ſhalte fynde pnowe as Deibozra whi⸗ 
che was a woma puophcteinÞtymeof Juges of 
Iſraell / by p whiche Dclbozra people of god we 
re deſyucred out of Þ bondage of Þ kynge of Cas 
naan whiche had holden them in ſcruytude.xx.ye 
res.C The blellyd Elyſabcthcoſpne to our lady 
Was not ſhc apzophete whe ſhe ſaydto p bleſſyd 
maydey came to vyſyte her / whens cometh this 
p the moderof godis come to me/yet ſheknewe 
Qc was coccpued of p holy ghoſt/but it was byÞ 
ſpyryte of pꝛophecyc. ¶ Alſo my frende Þ good la⸗ 
oy Innc hebrewe ỹlyghted ỹ lampes inp temple 
had not ſhe ſpyzyte ofpzopheey as Symcõ had 
Pp prophete to whom our ladypzcſented Jhũ cryſt 
on Candelmalſſe day vponÞ awterofÞ temple x 
Pholy ptophetcknewey it was the ſauyour of þ 
worlde /a toke hym byt wene his armes /yct the 
good lady Fnne Whiche wete abouteinÞ temple 
doynge her offycc/anone as ſhe ſawey holp vyr⸗ 
gyne holdynge her ſone entre in to þ temple / ſhe 
knewe in ſpyryte oᷣ it was oͤlauyour of woꝛlde / 
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thelinefed downe xlwozſhypped hym #ſayd with 
anhyghe voyce pit was hethat was cometo ia; 
ueallthe wozlde.Thouthaitefynde women p20 
phetes yvnowe in p lawe of Fewes and thyuloke 
er them / t in the cryſten iaweas infynyte as p 
ſayntes;/but nowe paſſe we ouer theſe here ;fo2 þ 
that one myght ſave pᷣgod had pꝛvuyleged them 
by his pecyail gykte a ſet vs paile our ſpekynge 
pet okpaynymes. ¶ The quene of Saba of who 
me holy {crypturemaketh mencyon þ when ſhe) 
was of fouerapne vnderſtandyngeherdeſpckcof 
the wpſdome of Salamon of whom fame ran 
by al the worlde ſhe deſyred to ſe hym / x fox that þ 
ſhecamcout ofa comer ofthe ozyent one of Þ {aſt 
partyes ofthe woude/ſhelefteherconntre a rode 
by thelonde of Othyope/# of Egypte by the paſſa 
ges ofthe reed ſce/# bp gretedeſcrtes of Arabe/ 
With anoble company oft pꝛynces /loꝛdes / a kny 
ghtesS/#of many noble ladyes with grete cſtace/ 
« treaſonre ofmany pzecyous thynges/3 arpucd 
in the cyteof Jheruſalem to ſea vyſyte the wyſe 
Salamon/xtoknoweyfit were true that folke 
ſayd ofhymin all the wozlde. So Salamon re: 
* her with grete wozſhypas it was rcaſon 
xlJe was With hym a grete whyle # pꝛroued his 
Wpſdomeinmany thynges. Many demaundes 
&queſtyons ſhe made to hym whiche Were ryght 
derke/and couerte/the whiche he anſ wered after 
thatſhe aſked ſo gretelyp ſhe ſayd that hc myght 
not haue ſo grete Wyſdome by manes wytte but 








| 
| 







by the ſpecyall gyfte of gov. This lady gaue hym 
manp dpucrs pyecyous thynges amongeÞ Wwhi- 
che there were plantes of lptell trees þ yelded ly⸗ 
courc # bare bavwme. The Wwhiche kynge Sala» 
mon made plantenyghe a water called Allepha- 
cer 4 comatidedp they ſholde be laboured kepte 
wyſely x alſo ſhe gauchp many pzecyous Jewel- 
les. Ofp wyſbome ofthts lady x of her pzophecy 
peketh many dpucrs ſcryptures pſayth/pas ſhe 
was in Jheruſalem /#that Salamon ledde her 
foz to ſep nobleſle of thetemplep he had made to 
buylde.Sheſawea longe bozde pwas couched 
attrauers of ampze made as a planke topaſle 
ouer the depneſſe. Then the body reſted in behol- 
dpngeP planke # woꝛſhypped it #ſayd/this plan 
ke whiche is nowe holden in grete foulencſſe and 
put vnder keete ſhail be yet worſhypped aboue 
ally trees of the wozlde # garnyſfſhed with pzecp 
ous ſtones atreaſoure of prynces / vpon this fa 
mc plankchec ſhall dpep (ball bzynge the Jewes 
lawe tonought. They helde this wozdebut for a 
\coznco2 a Jape but put hym away # hyddehym 
tn perthein aplace where as they trowed that it 
tholde neucr be fonnde/but that god wyllhaue 
keptcts Well ſaued. Fort as Well as they coudehy 
de it yet it was founde at the laſtin thetyme ofÞ 
paſſyon ofour lozde Jheſu Cryſt/aof this planke 
was the croſfe on Þ Whiche our ſauyoure ſuffred 
'his paſſyon.'x then Was the propheeyo made true 
ofthis lady, + 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 


Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


COfNycoſtrate/and ofothers.Ca. v. 


7— hHis Nycoſtratcofwhom mencyon 





ESL HR — 5 was awoma 
—bꝛophetefoꝛ as ſoneas ſhe had paſ: 
ty ET yp tlodeofTybyze a ſhe Wher ſone 
CEuaͤder where hyſtoꝛypes pnowema 
keth mencyon was vpon » mounte Pal entyne 
the pzophccyedþ vponþ hyliſholde be bupldcd a 
cytep moſt named þeuecr was inÞþ woꝛide a ſhol 
debep cheke #ſoucrayne of al loꝛdſhpppes woeld 
ly/x top concluſyon pᷣ ſhe wolde be ᷣ tyrſt þ ſhoite 
laye a ſtone / lhe buylded there a ſtronge caſtcli ſo 
as it is ſayd before a there is Rome buylded ſyth 
and edyfyed. ¶ Alſo CalſandiapÞnoblemapde of 
Troye doughter tokynge Pzyamus of Ttoyea 
ſyſter tothe worſhypfull Hector /ſhe was ſo grete 
aclarkeyſhekncwcallÞ craftes a was alſo a pꝛo 
phete. Foz this mayde wolde neuer take mi thou 
oy had bena gretepzince #ſhehad in ſppyyte þ 

was tocomeſhe was euer full of ſoꝛowe a heiy 
neſſe / whenſheſaweP grete pꝛoſperyte of Trop 
ſo gretclyflouryſſhed in magnpyfpcence befoze Þ 

warrebcgan bytwene ÞTroyans a the grekes 

e made moche ſorꝛowe # Wepte ſozc behoidyiige 
+ reviefl trycheſle ofÞ cytc/her fapzc a worſhyp 

ill bꝛetherne x ſpecyallyÞ noble Hectoꝛr p was ſo 
woꝛſhypkull a man ſhe myght not holdcherpcas 
fo2 the grete ſoꝛowe pzc was tocome. Ind whe ſhe 
awe þ warrec begyn tha began her ſozowe-fo ſhe 
ſeaſednot tocrye | waple acounſayled her fader 


















and her bzetherne to make peas With the grekes 
oꝛ elleswithout faple with p warre they Goldebe 
deſtroped/but they toke no charge of all her Wwoz- 
desnoꝛ byleued her/x alwap as lhe gretely play 
ned x of good ryght this grete lolle a damage my 
ght not be ſtylibyP whiche often tymes ſhe was 
bete of her fader xof her bzetherne y (ayd ſhe was 
a kole / but fozalplhe wolde not holdehcrin peas 
to dye thcrfoze ne ſparednot to ſpeke Wout ſeaſpn 
ge. F029 whicheto make herholdeher peas they 
made her to beſhytteinachambeeto put awaye 
hernoyſc from thepz eeres / yet it had ben bettcrÞ 
they had byleued her / kor it happened to them as 
ſhchad tolde thembefoze.Do they byleucdatthe 
ende xthen it was tolate fox them-x fo it happe⸗ 
neth ofte tymes a fole wyl neuer byleueathyng 
tyll he haue it. ¶ Alſo was it not a meruayllous 
P2onoſtycacyony the queneBaſyne made/phad 
beny wykc ofthe kynge of Thozynge &(pth was 
Wyfe to Chylderpke p. ilij.kynge offraunce ſo as 
theCronycles conteyncthit.For þ hyſtozy ſayth Þ 
the nyght of þ wcddynge ofher of ÞkyngeChyl 
deryke / ſhe ſayd tohympheſholocholdehy chaſt 
p nyght #hc(holde ſe a meruaylous vyſyon.And 
then ſhc ſayd tohym anoneafterpheCſholde ryſc 
Ego tothe doze of thcchambzeand not well that 
thathe ſholdeſc.The kyuge wente thpder eit ſe» 
med hym that he ſawe gretebeſtcs that men call 
Unpycones,Lcopardcs/aud Lyons/thatVoente 
Fcame bythe palays/ſo he retourneÞ agapne al 
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aferde and demaunded$quenewhatt at 
ſygnyfye/xtheanſweredhym — — 
hym inthe moznynge/ and that he ſholde haueno 
drede / but to go thyder agayne/X ſoo hedyde.And 
it ſemcd hymthathe ſamegretcbcres awolues ᷣ 
wolde renne one vpon another, Thequene ſente 
hym agapyne the thyzde tyme / and hym ſemed that 
he ſawe dogges / and lyiell beeſtes eche ot theym 
dyſpyſynge other. And as the kynge was moche 
adradde of this thynge. The quene told? hym the 
aduyſyon ofthe becſtes thathe had ſene/ whiche 
ſ{pgnyfycd dyuers generacyong of pzynces þ ſhol⸗ 
ocreygnemn Frauncethat ſholdecomeoftheym $ 
Whiche theyz condycyong andthey dcdes ſioide 
d2aWwcaftcryp nature ofthoſe beeſtes that hc hap 
ſene. Soothoumapyltc clcrely (c fayre louc ho we 
ourlozdehathemade open oftcy tymes ts ſecre 
tes to the wozldcby women, 


¶ Here it ipeketh of Anthonye that Em— 
pꝛeſſe. Capitulo. OY — 


CEIFPZS 





—— 





Hat was noo lytell ſecrete that god 
—5 ſhewed byreuclacyon of a weman 
Ly Kao Juſtynyan/Whiche was wth ©m 
— * 2 peroure of Conſtantynoble as hy- 
«Sera ltozyes telleth.ThisJuſtynya was 
keper of the treaſours # coffers ofthe Emperoure 
Juſtyne. It happened in a dap that as this Juſty 
nyan was gone to dyſpoztehymin þ feldes and 
Cyte of La. B.j, 


















Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 





adbtought with hymto be his comfozte a wo- 
ek th loud moche whiche was called In- 
thony-and when the hourc of nyght was come ã 
that this Juſtynyan had luſte to ſlepe / and layde 
his hcedin his 19uers lappe. nd whenhe wason 
Clepe, then Anthony ſaweagrete Egle comecflyen 
ge ouer them whiche payne hym to come doVone 
to kepethe vyſage of Juſtynyan froy bzennynge 
of the ſone with his Wynges. This woman whi⸗ 
che was wyſe vnderſtode the ſpgnyfyaunce . And 
when he was awaked ſhe reaſoned with hym by 
fayzc wozdes and ſayd. Fayre ſwete loue Jhauc 
loucd you moche andloue you as hym Whiche 1s 
the mayſter of my body/ and of my louc ag yekno- 
we w:l.Soitisnorcaſon that aloner welloned 
of his louc ought todenycher nothynge. Ind fo2 
thar J wolderequyze you inrewarde of:ny may 
denhede and of my loue but one gyftc the whiche 
thoughc it be ryght gretetomeitlhalſcmeto pou 
but ryght lytell ÿf ye wyl grauntcit me. Juſtynya 
anſwered tohis lone that the ſholbe requyze hym 
hardely, and that ſhe ſholde fayle of nothynge þ hs 
myght grauntc her. Then ſayd Anthony . Jy lo: 
uc gyftethatJrequyrc of youts this. that when 
yethal be Empcrour y ye haue not in dyſprayſyng 
your pooꝛe loue Anthony/but p ſhe may accompa⸗ 
nychcr w your worſhyp 4 your Emppꝛe by truc 
marpage'xſotopromyſe meright anone;wheTu 
ſtynyañ had herde the damoyſell thus ſpeke he be⸗ 
gan tolaughetroWyngethat ſhe ſaydit in Jape. 


Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 











Jndashcphcldeſtasa thynge impoſſybleto hap 
pen to hym pꝛomyſed herp without fayle he wot: 
de take her to his wpic when he ſholde be Empe⸗ 
roure xo he ſware by al his goddes/ and then ſhe 
thanked hymhertely/andin token ofthis pony: 
ſclhegauehymher rynge / and he gauchts to her. 
And anonctze began to ſaye.J brynge the tydpn : 
gcs certapnly that thouſhalte be @mpcerourc and 
tyatitlhail bem ſhorte tyme. Ind then they depat 
ted.So it pallcdnotlongetyme akter thatas the 
(Zmpcrour Juſtynchad allembled his hooſt ro go 
vpon them of Perce a ipkeneſſe tokehym thrughe 
the whiche he dyed. And as after the pryuces 4ba 
rons were aſſembled to choſe anewe Emperourt 
a they myght not wel accozde-1t happened that in 
mancr of dyſpyte of another / they choſe Juſtynys 
tobc Emperour/the whiche ſlewthed not bur as 
ſoonea$hemyght.ryght vygotouſly with a gre 
tchooſtranne vpontheſe Pereyens 4 wannc p bg 
taplc tobe thekynge of Peree 4 conquered there 
grete good 4 wozlhyp,x when he was retourner 
homcitohispalays Anthony his loucforgatc hj; 
not but dydepthemyght tocntrebygreteſubtvite 
there Where he ſateihis troneWhis prynces xfhe 
ancled before hym 4beganherreaſon * ſayd oᷣſhec 
Was a maydep was comctohym to aſkeryght x 
reaſon ofa map had bctrouthedher ahad gricn 
her his rynge x takenhers.The Emperourt wht 
che yct thought not on her/anſWwcred her and ſayd 
if that man had betrouthed her reaſon wolde that 
CytcofLa, 15.tt, 

















—— her/and yfſhe myght pꝛoue that ſhe ſayd þ 
clholdehauerpght and that he ſholde takeher, 
And then Inthony dzewe the rynge fromher fpn- 
ger/and ſhewedit tohym/and ſayd. Noble Empe 
roure J maye pzoue1t by this rpnge ) beholveit yf 
thouknoweit.Then the Emperoureſawe wellþ 
hc was taken by his wozdes pet not foz pᷣ he thou 
ght to kepe his pzompyſe. And anonehe made her 
to belcdde into his chambꝛe to arayeher in noble 
garmcntes/and tokeher to wyte. 


¶ Here xpine ſpcketh to ryghtwyſnes.C a, vit. 


dame by that thatJ vnderſtande a 
\ gic openly the grete ryght of women 
agaynſt that of whicye they beſomo 
I (che accuſed maketh meto knowe bet 
$5098 terfromehenſe korthe the wzonge of 
theyy accuſers. Ind yet Jmaye not holde me ſtyll 
of a comune cuſtome ᷣrenneth amonge theſe men 
And in the ſame wyſe amonge ſome women / that 
the comune cuſtome is this / that when theſe wo⸗ 
men be With chylde/and be delyuered of amayde 
chplde/thc huſbandes ben Wwothe withit often ty 
mes and chydeth / for that his wyfe wag not delp 
ucred of aſone. nd theyz nyce wyues Whiche ou- 
ght to haue ſouerayne Joye of that/that godhath 
ſaufelp delyueredthem / a thankehym with good 
hertc/they troubled themſelfe alſo/forÞ they houC 
bandcs ben troubled with it. nd madame frome 
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whens cometh that/þ thepbe wꝛothe / be the dou: 
ghters ofmozepzciudyce than yſoncs / 02 —— 
ofleſle loue to theyꝛ fader x moder x1eſſe charge to 
them than be the lones. CAnſwere.Dere frende 
foxthatthatthou demaundeſtme þ cauſe whens 
it cometh J anſwere the certayniy that/ that come 
th ofryght grete ſpmplcncſſe and Ygnozaunce to 
them that troubleth them ſo -Notwithſtandy nge 
that the pzyncypal cauſe that moueth them therto 
is fox p colt of thep} goodesp thepmult vnpurſc x 
layeout when they bein theage ofmaryage, 3nd 
alſo ſome dothe tt toz that they doubte p perylles 
they maye be deceyued by cupll counſapte in ſym 
ples/but al theſe caules in regarde be otuo reaſon 
Foz as touchynge the doubte that they dofoly;the 
re ben but kewe / but they enfourme they chyidicn 
when thep ben yonge and lytell and that Þ moder 
gyueth them good cnſamples bytwene themſclfc 
in honeſte and techynge. Foz yfthe moder were of 
afolylyfcitſholdcbeiptell enſampletothedough 
ter / and that ſhe be kepte from cuyll company and 
holden ſhorte in tyme ok pouthe it is the preroga 
tyue to good condycpons all her lyfc., C Item as 
tothecoſtFtrowepkthefader andmoder beholde 
well that ỹthe ſone coſt them / as to make themto 
lerne ſcyentes oz crafte / as to holde them in 
and allo in ſuperfluous deſpenſes/1njewde com: 
panycs/and tn manynycetces/Jtrowe they ſho! 
de fynde but lytel aduauntageinſones moꝛe than 
in doughters. Ind the wzathe and ſozowe thep 
CyteofLa. B.1. 
















cauſe often tymes they2fadcrs x moders tohaue; 
as in folowpnge of dyllolute lyfe 4tomoche grefe 
and coſt tothey2 fadcrs 4moders J trowe it ſhol⸗ 
ve palle the ſorowe that they haue for they? dough 
ters. ¶ Bcholde how many ones thou ſhaite fyn 
dc that haue nouryſſhed ſwoctely and nickely theyz 
fadcrs and moders in they2 age. ſo as they ought 
ro do. J trowe thou ſhalte fynde them but thynne 
ſowne . Ind thoughep fader and moder make as 
mochc ofthep2 ſones as they? goodes / when thep 
be weren myghty and ryche and they: faderpooze 
they wyll dyſpyſchym. and thep wyll be Wothe # 
ſhamefull when thep ſe hym. Ind pfthepz fader be 
ryche they wyll deſyre his dethe tohauc Its good, 
C Ill be not ſuche but there be many of them/and 
whanthe ſones be maryed / god knoweth the gre 
tecoucytyſc that they hauc alWap to dzaWe from 
þfadcr and moder and they woldenotreckethou 
ghc they ſholdedyc for hongre fothat they myght 
haue al. Ind where as p moder abydeth wedowe 
and where as thc ought to comfozteher /andto 
bcſtaffe and bercr vp ofher age. they wyll crye on 
hcr tyll they haue drawne from her thatyſhchath 
Indyfſhe wytnor gyucthempnoughe atter theyr 
entente they Vl hãue no conſcyence tomone plee 
apenſt her. Of ſuche ſones there bepnovwe:xfome 
doughtcrshaply alſo.yctifthou take goodhedeY 
trowe thou ſhalte fvnde fones more ſhrꝛewyſſheto 
the fader and moder than doughtcrs. Aud yet 
put caſc that all were good /itts comuncly ſayd 
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doghters holde better company to the faders and 
moders than the ſoncs. And more vyſyteth, com⸗ 
foxteth/and kepcth themin thep2 ſpkenes and ege 
Thecanſcts this/for that the tones trauaylleth 
mote vp ad downe in the wozldehere and there. 
and thc doughters be more cope andholde theym 
mote nyghe ſo as thoumapylte ſe thyſcife. Foz not- 
withltandpngethat thy bactherne were rpght na 
turall of grete ſuc. they be goncin cothe Woride 
and tho! aloue arte abydyngetokepe companyw 
thy good moder oᷣWheheis aſoucraz necomforte 
in her agr. a8 ic ai fapets the in concluſyon 
that ey b' 51927 :6:. 8 that troubleth theym and 
be wroth 7.01.14 yup haue bozne doughters. And 
fo2 tha: ri,ar 9þ6124is purpoſe thou haſt put me 
J Wy: icilthe offoine Women of whome amonge 
othcr the hyſtoycs lvyteth / Whiche were ryght 
kynde vato they? faberand moder. is 


C.Hereit begynucth to ſpcke of doughtes pᷣloued 
*fader and moder and fyzſt of Dxypctruc.Ca. viij. 
— Fgrete louctoher fadcr vas D2ype: 
SK <Atruc quence of Laodocpe/fhe was doti- 
J-azghtcrtothe gretekynge Mytrydaces 

Wa ind eloucdhym ſoo moche pᷣ ſhe fo- 
lowed hym inal batayllcs. She was 
ofaſtraungeſhappe1n ſomcthynges ; forſhchad 
adoublercwe oftcthe whiche was a grete defor- 
»»te/but ſhe wasot ſo grete loue to her fader vᷣſhe 
« fehÞ neuer nother in ꝓſperyte ne ĩ cuyll fortune 







—8 


















mem 


\ 


nd thouche ſhe were aquenc and lady ofa grete 
ee whichc ſhe myght well be at reſt and 
caſcinhcr countre/ſhe was in cuery place partycy 
panteofallthepapnes and trauayles that yer fa- 
derhadin many dyuers armyes there as he was 
Ind when he was oucrcomen ofthe grete Pom⸗ 
pee / ſheicfte hym neuer / but ſerued hym by grete 


charge anddylygence. 
COf Jſpphyle.Ca. it. 


\phylcputhcr in peryll ofdcthe to ſaue 
15% Co dehiche was named Thoant and 
was kynge of Leuydynyens.Andas his countre 
rebelled ayenſt hym and with a grete woodneſle 
camectothepalays toſicthekyngc. 4 ſyphylc ano 
nehyddehymin one of her cotfres . Andaftcr the 
leptc out to appeaſe the people /but ir auayled her 
nothynge. and as they ſought thekynge all abou 
tc and myght not fyndehym./Ttep put the popn- 
tes of thep2 glapues ayenſt Jſpphyle and gretel} 
manaced hcr ofdethepflhe woldenot tcllthemo. 
her fader. nd with that they pzompſedher ifthey 
myghtknowe by her where he was /they Wold. 

crowneher quene/and they wolde obaye to yer. 

But ſhe whiche coueyted mozeÞ lyke of her tader 
then tobequene/ne was not afcrdefo2 dzede of dc 
thc anſwered them With an hardy courage / and 


without ſygne of ony dzede/that without ple he 
was fleddeagrete vohyle before. And at p laſtfoꝛ 
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thatthey myght not kynde hym / and that ſhe ſo ſu⸗ 
rely affermed them that he was ficdde /the byle: 
ucdherand crovwnedherquene/xa Whyle lhe rey⸗ 
gued peaſpbly vpon them. And ſhe pa ſpte! 9hyle 
hadkeptcherfader ſecretely for drede at the laſt 
by ſome enuyous perſone he might be accuſed, put 
hym out by nyght andſentehym by ſceto another 
place with grete goodes/but as this thyn ge was 
at thelaſt opened tothe vntrue Cytczyns they cha 
ced they2 quene Iſyphyle out oftheropalmec x vs! 


dchaucſlapncheryfhergrete goodneſſe had not 
kepte her. 


¶ Ofthemayde Claudyne. Ca. r, 


D a ſpgne of grete lone 3eyved the 
[30 Mayden Claudync to her fader then 
IF; when bythe good dedes ofhium and 
[, byP grcte vyctozyes that he had had 
* in many bataplles retourned hum 4 
vyctoꝛyouſly was receyued at Kome in the ſoue 
rayne woꝛſhyp that they called ptryumphe - wii 
che wasaryght grete worſhyp / in Þ winche they 
receyued puncesWwhethey retourned oucrcomers 
of onygretededes, Doothis ſame fader of Claus 
dync whiche was one of the prynces of Romer 
ght wozthypfullbeyngcin this honourc ofktrrum 
phe was aſſaytedby another of the lozdes of tio: 
methathatedhym.But when Claudyne his dou 
ghter whiche was ſacred tothe goddes Beſta / as 












weſapherearelygyous of ſome abbay / and was 
with mY ladyes of her ozdzethat were gone tothe 
pocellpon agaynlt this fozeſapd pzpnce/fo as the 
cuſtoime was; herde thenoyſe/and kneWep her ka 
der was aſſayled ofhis enempyes, Then the grete 

lone that the doughter had to the fader made her 

fozgetc al the ſymple behaupnge that arelygyous 

woman ſholdchauec comonly. Allo lhe putbacke 

all drede and fere in ſuche manere that anne ſhe 

{cpte foxthe and wentefiyenge thughe the pzece/ 

and boldcly wente amongc the ſwerdes that the 

ſawve vpon her fader/and toke hym by the thiotep 
ſhcſawenertehym.and to her power tokeftrong- 

[p vpon her to defende hertadcr/thereppuece was 

ſo grete that anone the medlynge was departed. 

Then as the worſhypfull Romapncs had ofcuſto 

me to ct moche by euery parſone p dyde ony Woz- 

ſypful acte ofmeruaple/prayſed gretely this map 

den and gaue her gretelaude ofthat ſhe had done. 


¶ Here it ſpeketh ofa woman that gaue her mo⸗ 
der ſowke in the pꝛyſon. Ca. xj. 
bUete loue alſo had a woman ofKome 

to her moder of whome the hyſtoryes 
ſpcketh. Jt happened that o ſayd mo⸗ 









#:58q #dcr kor a tertayne cryme that ſhe was 
Mattapnted of was condempned toper 
pctuall pzyſon. And that none ſholde gyuc her ney 
ther mete nor dyynke bythe whiche in this maner 
ſhe ſholdc fynyſſhc her lyfe. The doughter coͤſtray 





ih 





* J 
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ned ofgrete lone beynge ſory for this condempna⸗ 
cyon/requyzcd them that keptethe pryſon of a ſpe: 
cyal grace/that ſhe myght vyſytchcr modercuery 
dayc Whylcſhc was on lyuc / to that cntente that 
ſhe myght counſaplcher ofpacycnce, nd ſhortely 
to ſaye/ſo moche ſhe employed and prayed that vᷣ 
kepers ofthe pꝛyſon had pyte on her and gratited 
her oͤſhe ſholde vyſyte her moder euery daye. But 
oz ſhcſholdego to her that ſhe bare with her to vy 
tayle. And When this vyſytacyon had endured bp 
ſo many daycs/thatit was impoſſyblcto the Jap 
louresp the woman pꝛyſoner myght lynefo tonge 
naturally without metc + yet Was not drde 2nd 
conſpdcred pnonc other vyſyted her but her dou 
ghter / whiche they lerched ryght dylygentiy o2 fe 
®o!de goin tohermoder; they meruaplicdryght 
ſfrongeſy what that myght be. And on a bay they 
ſpyed the moder 4 the doughter togyder Þ whiche 
was latciy dciyucred of achylde.xthen they ſavws 
her gyuc the teteto her moder fo moche ty] {chad 
al-and thus themoderdzewemplie ofthepappes 
of her doughter. Andthus rhe doughter yelded to 
the moder in heragethatyſhchad taken of herm 
her youthe. This cotynuclldylygence 4gretcionc 
of p doughter to pᷣmoder moued the Javiours to 
grete pyte and they reported it tothe Juges the: 
of manly compaſſyon they delyuered che moder ro 
the doughter. ¶ Alſo tothe purpoſe oflouc of the 
doughter top fader one mayſay oky good x wyſe 
Gꝛyſylde whiche ſyth was marqui ſc of Saluce⸗ 
CptcofLa. C.ii. 













fwhome T ſhall telle hercafter the grete vertue/ 
— conſtaunce. O howe true loue ha⸗ 
thnaturegyuen vnto her / to be ſo buſy to ſcrue her 
kader Janyclcſohumbly and obeyſauntely in his 
ykenelte / and in his age / that ſhe in her clennclle ã 
vᷣprgynpte a inp floureofher pouthe nouryſſhed/ 
aud gouerned ſo dplygentelyby the laboure / and 
the craftc of her handes getynge;With grete char- 
geand buſyneſle the pooze lyfe of theym bothe . © 
1 a good houre Were thoſe doughters bozne offu 
chcbounte / and ſo greteloue to they2fader # mo- 
dcr. For notwithſtandynge that that thepdo that 
they ought to do/yet they getegrete meryte tothe 
ſoulc/x grete prayſpngets gyuen them of wozl- 
dc/andin the ſame wyſe to the ſones that ben of p 
codycyon, C what woldeſt thou thatJ (holde ſay 
moꝛe Jcoude tellÞ cnſamples ynowe of lyke caſe 
but ynoughe lutfkyleth. 


TBcreryghtwyſneſle ſayth thatſhchatheacche- 
th * werke ofthe Cyte / and it is tymeto 
people it. Ca. xij. 


«Owe me ſemeth ryght dere frende Þ 

ATA join bupidenge 15 2Veltptte wy of our 
[oy 4. \Cytcof Ladycs/andþhyghe maſon- 
7 V2 Aryalalongec the large ſtretes/and the 
ZLO Balſropall palayces ſtronge bupldynges 
ofdongcong.and defenſable towꝛes lyfted ryght 
hyghe that it maye be ſcneafarre, Soo it is tyme 
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frohenſfozthe that we begynne to people this no: 
blecyte/topententethat lhe benot waſtenoz voy 
de butenhabyted of ladyes ofgrete crcetlence;/fox 
We Wyll none otherpeople. CO howe foztunate 
ſhall cprczpnes ofourcpte be/fo2 they ſhall haue 
no nede to yauedzedeno; doubte tobe dyftodged 
ofthep2 poilelſyon by ſtrafigers.Fox this is þ pzo: 
pzycteofour werke the owners (hall not nete 
to beput out. And nowe there is a newe femeny- 
ne royalme bygon / but it is moche moze worthyer 
thanthat other was.Foꝛ itſhallnedeþ the ladycs 
lodgedhcregooout ofthe} lande fox to conceyi.e 
nebzynge korthe newe heyzes tomapntepne theyr 
poſſeſlyon by dyuers ages frolygnetolygne. Foz 
it ſhall ſutfylc ynoughe foz encrof them we Hail 
put in it nowe/for thts is deſtyne ofthem þ they 
thall neuer dye. And without faple thep ſhall abr 
detnthelameage/beaute/and freſſhneſlc, be rhep 
ponge 02 0.dc that we ſhall put therin, Ind when 
we hauc pcopledit With noble cptezpacs. Dame 
Juſtync mp yfter ſhall come after ſhall brynge 
thydery quence ,aboueall other women mooſt er- 
celicnt accompanyedWpypnceſſes ofgretedygiy 
te / wh:che tailenhabyte p mooſt hyghe places ⁊ 
hyghe dongcons. Fozitis goodreaſonÞ when » 
quzne ſhal come thyder that ſhe fynde theyre gar 
nyſſhed x pcoplcd of noble ladycs thar (holds re 
teyue her with grete wozlhypas theps foucrapnc 
lady # Emptelle of all theyz kynde; yet what cyte 
zyns fhail we put therc/ſhall they be vnſtab!e wo⸗ 
C:teofL a, Cell, 





TE 





men 02 defamed/certaynly nap/but they ſhal be at 
woz\hypfull women # ofgreteauctozyte. Foꝛ mo 
re fapze people nemoze grete aray map not beina 
cyte rhan good women # wozſhypfull. Nowe ry: 
ſe lecfe frende/noWweput the in buſpnes and go be: 
foze/andlette vs ſcke them, 


CHere Xpincaſketyofdame — pup 
be true Foͤtheſe bokes theſe men ſaythÞ the lyfe of 
maryage is harde to bcre foz p occaſpon of wome 
x to theyz grete wꝛonge. Ind ryghtwpſnelle an- 
\wereth #begynneth to ſpeke of the grete louc of 
Women to thepz huſbandes,Ca, xiij. 
Jon ſHen in goynge to ſcke the foe 
ſcapydladpes by Þ oꝛdynaunce 
dameryghtwymellſe / in go 
pngeJſaydtheſe wordes ma 

KW2 dame Wout fayle ye a reaſon 








I wel xfo faytemy queſtyons # 
SR demanndesÞ Jean — 
no moze/x Jholde me ryght well enfourmed ofþ 
Þ Fought. Fnd by you two J hauelcrned ynou- 
ghc howe al thyngesable ought tobe done  ler- 
ned. as moche in ſtrengthe ofbodpes as in wyſdo 
mcof vnderſtandynge; x yfal vertues bepoſipble 
tobe crecutedby women.But yet J pꝛay youÞye 
Wolde telle x certyfyeme /pfit be true Þtheſe men 
ſap aſo many auctours bereth wytnefſe thughe 
the whiche Faminryght agrete thought / o thely 
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fe ofÞ ozdze of maryage be tomenheup x enupmon 
ned of fo grete tempelt by blame x unpottunyte 
of women x of theyzrauenous grefe/ as it is Wap 
tcnin many bokes/z people ynowe Vytnelleth it. 
and that they louc they; huſbandesand they: com 
pany ſo lytell /þnothpnge noyeth them ſo mochec/ 
byp Whichc to vopde ſucheincoucnyences; manp 
haue countapled p wpſemen þ they marp not cer 
telyenge oͤkewe of them be truͤe in theyr partye + 
alſo walere wzptcth to Ruphyn / Theophraſtus 
in his boke layth þ noo wyſe man ought torake a 
wyke / kor there is but lytell loueina woman. bus 
grete charge + Janglynge. Ind yk maͤ do it robe 
Þ better lerued xkepte in his ſykenes moꝛe better 
ã moꝛe truely a true ſeruaunt ſhall kepehym 2 (cr 
ue hym / a lhal not coſt hym ſo moche. Ind pfÞ wo 
man be ſyke huſbande is in grete ſorowe 2 dare 
notſpeke one worde nyghe her. And pnoughe of 
ſuche thynges he telleth Whicheholde be too, fas 
coreherce, wherfozcJſaympne ownc lady tharpt 
thele thynges betruc theſe defaultes beſo grete Pp 
allÞ grace # vertues þthep may haucbe bzought 
tonought and quenched. ¶ Inſwere.Certesorre 
trendeſoas p thyſclfchath ſaydſomtymetoppur 
poſeponemap lede a ptoceſle wellat his caſe that 
pledeth without partyc. And J pzompfe the that) 
tokes thatioſayth women made them not, But 
Itrowe oͤ he oᷣ wolde make a newe bookeÞ were 
trucofthedcbates ofmaryage xÞ be were cufour 
med of trouthe one ſholdefynde other tydynges 
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Alas derefrendehowve many women be thereag 
thou knoWelt thyſelfe p vſeth theyz wery lyle inÞþ 
bande of marpageby thehardneſle ofthepy huſbs 
des in more greterpenaunce than they were eſcla 
ues amonge the ſarazynes. Ha god howe many 
hardebetyngesWtthout cauſc #reaſon/howe ma 
ny vylanous Wonges toutragyous bondages 
ſuffreth many of thcſe good and woxſhypfull wo- 
men whiche all cryenot out an harowe/and ſuche 
p dye kor hungre/and foz myſeaſe/x they2 huſban- 
des ben at the tauerne/and in other dyſlolute pla: 
ces / and pet þ pooze Women ſhall be betenat they 
compngchome/and that hal bc thepz ſouper. And 
to ſay þ theſe huſbandes ben ony thynge ſozowtful 
fot the ſykencllc of thepz wpucs. Jpꝛaye the my lo 
uc where be they. And without that p Jlay moze 
tothe/thou mayſt knowe wellp theſe ſclaundzes 
ſayd agayn(t women Who ſo ſaythe it they Were 
x be thynges founde x ſayd of vyolence x apenſte 
trouthe. For the huſbandes ben mayſters onerthe 
\women/xnot o women thepꝛ mayſtrelſes / ſo thep 
Wolde neuer ſuffre ſuche auctoute of they2 wyues 
But 4 p2ompyſe the pallmaryages benot mayn- 
tcynedinſuche contentes it Were grete damage. 
Foz there ben ſome that lyueth in peaſpblencſle/fo 
uc/and trouthe togyder/ by that that Þ partyes be 
good x dyſcrete/andreaſonable/thoughe it benot 
of cuyll huſbandes. There ben rpght good / wor⸗ 
ſhypfull/and wyſe/and that the women that me- 
teth with them lyueth as to the gloꝛy of þ Wozlde 
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inryght agoodhoure foꝛ them. And) thou mayſt 
well knowe by thyſelfe that # thouhaddeſt (uche 
one that in thy Jugement none other man paſſed 
hymn al bounte/peaſpblenes /trouthe/x good to 
ue ofthe whiche the ſozowes of þ that dethe toke 
hym away from the ſhall neuer parte from thyne 
herte. nd thoughe thatJ ſay tothe/and it is trou 
the thatthere ben many good Women ryght euyll 
ledde by thep2dyuers houſbandes . knowe it for 
trouthe p there be many dyuers women; ſh1ewde 
cruell-and curſed / without reaſon, For yf J ſhol⸗ 
dc ſay that all were good/Ipghtly Y myght be p26- 
uedalyer.But in plellepartye /and of that partyc 
Whichebe good F medle me not, For ſuche cull 
women ben as thynges out oftheyz nature. But 
fo2 to ſpcke ofthoſe rhat ben good / for y that this 
'Thcofraſtus of whome thou haſt ſpoken ſapyth 1 
alſo trucly and as buſely ſhall amabckeptcinhis 
ſykenelſe/021nhisnedebyhis ſcruaunt as by his; 
Wyfe.Jhowe many good Women ben there ſo bu 
ſp to ſcrue they2 huſbondes hole oz ſpke by tric lo-: 
ue as they were theyz goddes. J trowe that onc 
ſhalnot fynde but fewe ſuche ſeruauntcs. And fo. 
that that we be centred into this matter J bal gi 
ue the many cnſamples ofgretcloue and trouthe 
of women borne to theyt houſbandes. Indnowe 
we be thanked be god retourned to ourCyte With 
anoble company of wozſhypfull women that we 
tall lodge there, And ſc here this noblelady # que 
ne Hypſytrace wyfe ſometyme of the ryche kynge 














Mytrydaces fo that ſheis ok olde tyme/and her 
valure ofgrete dygnyte we thalllodge her fyrſt in 
the noble palays thatis araycd fot her. 


¶ Here it ſpeketh ofp quene Yypſptrace.Ca. xiiij. 


Owe myght there be eny crea 
ture ofgretterioueto another 
(than was Þ ryght fayre / good / 
Mand true YypſytracetohcrhuC 
$4: kW badc.Anditlhewed wel. She 
EY di By Vopfe of THe rely kynge 
WW Ye gt I MPrirydaccs / Whiche goucr - 
LEICA Y ned coũtres of.xxiiij. langua 
ges. Ind thoughe tt ſo were that this kynge was 
inyghty +puyſſaunt. The Romapnes monedrp- 
ght harde warre agaynſt hym but in all ÿ tyme þ 
hclaboured by grete charges in p bataylles whe⸗ 
rey cucrhe wente his good wyfe leftehymnot / x 
thoughc that this kyngec aftcrp mancr of Barba: 
ryne Had dpucrs concubynes. Neuertheleſſe this 
noblclady was alway embꝛaced in parfyte loue / 
in ſuchcmancrytiano vwyſclheſuiffrednot that he 
{holde go without her; where ſhe was ofte tymes 
in batayllcs with hymn perpl toloſchts royalme 
and in aducuturcofhisiyfc aycnſt Þ Komaynes. 
But when he ſholdc goin to aſtraungeregyon o2 
into aferrcconntre-/02 paſſe the ſce/02 deſtres/and 
pcryllous foꝛeſtes he wente neuer but ſhe was al 
way his ryght trucfelawe Without departynge. 
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Foz ſhe loued hym of ſo parfyteloue þ ſhe thought 
pnoman lholdeſeruc her tozde fo clentp ne ſo weil 
as ſhe ſholde. And agaynſt that / the phyloſophze 
Theofraſtus ſayth touchynge this matter . This 
lady foz that pſhcekneWepotten tymes kynges 4 
pzynces haue falſe ſeruauntes / wherof foloweth 
kalſe ſcruyce, Sheasa true louer top entente plhe 
myght mpnyſtrealncceſſaryes+ conuenable thyn 
ges to her lorde thoughe it ſo be ÿᷣ ſhe ſuffred grete 
papneſhe wolde alway folowe hym xforſo mo 
che that toſuche a dede the habyte of a womanis 
not conucnable noz it is not crpedvent that a \vo. 
man ſo nyghe a grete kynge / A ſoo noble a tyghter 
in batayle ſholde be ſenc to that cntente. that a ma 
ſholde feme to ſmyte of her yclowe heres as golde 
whiche to the apparcllynge of a woman is a thyn 
geryght well ſemynge. But with p ſhe ſpared not 
p fape kreſſ hneſſe of her vyfage but ware her het - 
me/vnder the whiche the was ofte tymes foplicd 
and full of ivvetynge and duſte, and her fayze body 
xſofte vſcd the harneys and habergyon hoſed v5 
y20n.and the precyous rynges athe ryche oruamẽ 
tes put a parte. Ju ſtede of whiche lſyec bare in her 
handes, arcs. harde ſperes bowes and arowes 
ſtretchynge aſwerde. And in this maner this uo⸗ 
ble quene gouerned her byſtrengthe of grete loue 
and true and thus {he chaunged the tendernes of 
her kayre body and yonge - Whiche was Woiite to 
be cheryThed ſoftciy, and delycately and Wc lytied 
afterthemancre of aſtronge armed knvght., 











O ſayth Bocaca that wyyteth this ſtozy / what is 
that that loue cauſethnot one to do when ſhethat 
hadit ofcuſtome to ipue ſo delycately /to lye ſofte; 
a to haue al thynges athereaſe/andnowe demea 
ned by her kree wyll as it were an harde man and 
a ſtronge lyenge dap andnyghtinÞ mountapnes 
and valays/in the deſertes / and in — often 
tymes vpon the bare erthe fo: dzedeofenempesgin 
cucry ſyde of her wylde beeſtes / #ſerpentes , But 
all this was ſwete to her/ to be alwaye nygheher 
huſbande,foz to comfoztehym / counſaplehym / x 
lerue hym in all his nedes.Ind yct after when ſhc 
had ſutfred to endurelonge tyme manyhardetra- 
nayles. Tt happened thather huſbande was dyſ 
comfyted ryght cruelly by Pompeepyynce of the 
hooſt ofthe Komaynes /ſo that he was conſtray: 
nedtofle.yet when he was forſaken of alhis ow- 
ne pcople andlefte alone/his good Wpfeleftehym 
neuer / but rennynge after folowed hym by hylles 
x valays/by koreſtes / by many ſtrayte paſſages. 
andhe winche was foꝛſaken ofallhts frendes /a 
yabnoo mancrofhope / yet was he comfozted bj: 
his good wyke / Whiche counſaplled hym ſpoetely 
tohauchopcofbcricrfoztunc. And the moꝛe that 
hc and ſhe were in grete trybulacyon the moꝛe ſhe 
paynedherſclfc todohym ſolace /Xtoreioyſe hym 
by the ſivetnelle ofher/top entente to appeaſe his 
malancoly by goodly playcs that ſhe coude fynde 
by the whiche thynges.and by Þ grete ſwectenelle 
ok her / ſo moche lhe comfozted hym /that in euery 
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mplcrypheſuffredinallhis trybulacyons ſhe ma 
de hym fo to fozgete it ; that he ſayd often tymes$ 
he was not in exyle but hym ſemed that he wasry 
ght delycyouſly tn his palays Whis iruc ſpouſe, 


COof the Empeeſfe Tryayze. Ca, rv. 






—F F WV Ight lyke to the fozcſayd quence tn ca 


ke (candintructoue towards her bus 
WE . 





Fbandc Was the noble EmpaciTc Trp 
4 $apicWyfcofLucyan Urylyan Cipe 





FSG route of the Romapnes. She loued 
hymofco grete loue/that ſhe folowed hymn cue 
ryplace/andinall bataylles armed lyke a knyght 
alway ryght nyghehym/and fought ryght ftrong 
ly/wherofit happened on a tyme that this Empe 
rourchad warre With Uaſpaſyan bycanſc of rhe 
lozdeſhyp ofthe Empyze. Jad whanheſho'dc co 
ayenſt a CytcofUolques and ſhoidedo by nyght 
that he ſholde entrein tothe townche founde rhe 
pcople a ſlepe / Ahe wente vpon them cructly., But 
this noble lady Tryayze whiche all the nyght had 
folowed her huſbande and was not ferre fro yem 
but al\vay deſyzypngethathe myght han the vyr 
tory ofthe batayle alwaye in harnays the ſwerde 
gyrde aboute her /fyahtyngerpght fyerſely in the 
rowte nyghcher huſoande/nowehere nowe rhe- 
rebyth:darkencſleofthenpght haupnge no dic 
de noz fere j but thatſhc bare yer {0 worſhypfulty 
thatſhchadp pꝛyce ofthe bataplc abouc al others 
C-tcofLa. D.j. 











and dpde many meruayles.Soitt ſhewed wel ag 
Bocaceſaythy greteloucÞſhcehad to her huſban 
de in pzouynge the bande ofmaryageyotycr wol 
deſo moche repzoue. 


CDofthequene Frehemple.Ca. xvi. 


— Fladyes that haue loued thepzhuſba- 

Xdes ofgrete loue a ſhewed it in dede J 
| 7 map lay pet of nobit lady Archemple 
BNA DE qucne of Caryethat as itis ſayd befo 
ESC) tc folowcofkynge Manſolcher huſ⸗ 
bande in many grete bataples tyilhecametopde 
thc. Ind ſhe outraged Wſogreteſ(020Vve asmoche 
as ony creature myght bere/yfſheſheMcdit well 
in his iyfc that ſhe loued hym wel ſhe dyde nolclle 
inthecnde.Forin makynge all the ſolempnytes$ 
was :;np vſage there;as moche as mpght be ma- 
dc fot akynge With grete company ofpzynces3 of 
barons madeb:enne the body of her houſbande!/ 
Wwhcrofſhcherlelfe gadred the aſſhes quenchynge 
them with her teeres / andput themin a veſſell of 
golde.So ſhe ſcmed that it was no reaſon that Þ 
althcs ofhym that ſhchadlouedſo moche ſholde 
hauc other ſepulture than þherte x the bodp whe: 
retherote ofthis gretc lone wag/and therfozeſhe 
danke the fozeſayd aſſhes / by ſucceſſyon oftyme 
medied w her drynke / by lytel and lytel tyl ſhehad 
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taken all;yet notwithſtandynge fo? the remem⸗ 
bzauncc ofhym ſhc Wwolbe let make ſuche a ſcpui⸗ 
ture / whiche ſholde be alvayfozhpma perpetuall 
memozy/aid to make it ſhe fparcdno treaſoure ſo 
ſhe made coſckecertayne werkemen that coude 
deuyle + make meruaplloug werkes in buyldyn⸗ 
ge:thatis to knowe / Scope / Bꝛyaxe Thymothe: 
and Leothayze / whiche Were werke men of grete 
excellence / and the quene ſayd to them poſhe wolde 
haue a ſepuiture made for the kynge Manſole her 
lozde;p mooſt ſolempne that kynge oz prpnce my - 
ght haueinp wozlde.Fo2ſheWwoldeþ hy the mer: 
uayllous werke the name ofher huſbande ſholde 
endure alwaye. Ind they ſapdrhat they wolde do 
ttryght well. So the quene made thein to ſckeſto 
nes of marble ynowe/and of Jaſper ofdyucrs ce» 
lours/aud allthat cucr they woldeaſke . The c1:- 
de ofthe werke was luche that the foreſad wet⸗ 
ke men bekore the cyte of Elycarnaſe whiche is the 
mapltcr Cpte oi Carye iyfted vpa grete vwerke of 
marble ſtone wꝛought by cntapleryght nobly. 
Indit was made ſquare/Xincucry iquareneſſe ir 
was of. [rity. fore. And on hyght an.C.and.rl.fore 
And yctit was moze meruaylous. Fot al this gre 
te bupldynge was ſette vpon.xxx.grete pylicrs of 
marble.Indcche ofthe.in, werkemen wioughsr 
byſtryfe one with another / wherofp werke was 
ſo meruaylous that it gauenot onelp renicmbar 
ceofhym thatit wag made foz / But it was mer: 
uaylc ofthe ſubtyinelle of the werke men. 
Cyte of La. D.il. 





The fp1\t werkemanto perfourme this werke $ 

was called Jtrayze made the hyghnelle of the ſe⸗ 

pnitnre to belpfted vp by.ix.degrees.Indafterca 
me the ſprte Werke man named Pychys the wht- 
che 92ought a charyote ofmarble/and ſetitinthe 
hyghneſſc ofthe bupldynge.This Werke was (oo 
meruaplous that it was called one ofthe. vij.mer 
uaples of the wozlde. And in ſomoche thatit vas 
made fo the kynge Manſolee / the werke toke his 
name and was called Manlolee. And foz that/pit 
was the moolt ſolempne ſepulture that euer was 
made fox kynge o2 foz pꝛynce. All other ſcpultures 
of kynges and pzynces haue ben called ſyth man: 
ſolees. Ind thus appered wel in dede andin ſygne 
that the true loue dured all the whyle ſhe lyued. 


( Of Irgyne donghter ofthe kynge Adzaſtus. 
Capitulo. xvij. 


The grete loue pꝛoued that Argync 


Thad: doughtcr to Jdzaſtus kynge of 
1, 4 Jrgetolvardeherhouſbande Poly- 
& Amytc. O Whatishe that dare ſayep 
SSSZY therets but lytel loucin a woman to 
wardc her huſbande / yf he conſyder well this la: 
dy.This Polympte that was the huſbande of Jr 
gyne ſtryucd with his broderEthpocles for bycau 
fc ofthe lozdcſhypoftheroyalme of Thebes. whi⸗ 
che pertepued to hym bp certayne couenauntes þ 


were made byt wene them/but as Ethyocics wol 
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denotin no maner wyfe graunthym the royalme 
Polympte his bꝛoder moued warre agaynſt hym 
to thehelpe of whome kynge Fdzaſtus came with 
al his power / yet foztune tourned ſhꝛewdely ayer 
ſtePolymyte Whiche ſlewe his bzoder / his bꝛo 
der hym in batayle. And the hooſt bode not longe 
on lyue but onely the kynge Adraſtus and ſicwe 5 
thyzde parte ofhis people. But when Argyne kne 
Wethat herhuſbande was deed in batayle. She 
departed andallhcrladyes with her out ofp cyte 
ok Arge / and forſoke her ropal ſee. And of that that 
ſhe dyde Bacace ſaythein this mancre,The nobie 
lady Irgyne herde ſay that the body of Polymptc 
her huſbande laye vaburyed amonge thcbodpes 
and caraynes of the comune people that there we 
reſlavne. Anone ſhe full of ſorowe lefte the habyte 
and' he oznamentes;thenobleſſe and ſwetneſſo of 
her courte to dwelle in her chambies worſhppfi:!- 
lv araycd.and With that by grete deſpre the ber: 
nynge ofloucſurmountcd and oucreamethe feble 
neffe and womanly tendreneſſe. Aud fo moche (he 
wentc byher Journcys/tyil thatſhe cameto$ pla 
ce Where the batayle hadben/onthe whiche ware 
ſhchadno fcre ofthe buſſhmentes no: ofthe war 
tynge of her cnempes-ne was neuer wery of long 
neſſe ofthe way. Fnd ſhe came in to the felde dic 
dynge not cruell beſtes ne» gretebyzdes ſervyn 
ge the decd bodyes /ncp Wwpcked ſpyzytes whiche 
after the lykeneſſe ofdyuers fowlesfiyeth aboute 
deed bodyes.Fnd Whichets a rhynge more mer⸗ 
CytcofLa. D-Uls 








naylous as Boraceſapth/ſhe doubted not the pze 
ceptc/no2 the commaundement ofkynge,Creonce 
Whiche had comaunded and made crye vpon the 
payne of loſynge of thept heedes that none ſholde 
vyiptenoz bury thoſcbodpes Whoſe ſoo cuer thep 
were. Fo: ſhe was not come thyder fox toobey to 
that comaundement/butas ſone as ſhe was ary 
ued;Whiche was aboute ỹ nyght / ſhe leftc not fot 
noſtynkyngeÞ cameout of Þ caraynes / but wen- 
te With a grete hꝛennynge 4a ſozoWfull courage/ 
X vndcr(ct the bodyes /noWe one /nowe another 
ſekyngefozhymPp ſhe loucd ſo moche / nowe here/ 
noWe there/and thus ſhe ſeaſed not tyll that with 
the lyght ofa lytell bzonde of fpze that ſhe helde in 
her handcſhe kneweher ryght cntperly beloued 
huſbande/and ſo ſhe foũde that ſheſought. © ſayd 
2Boracc the meruaplous loue;the brennynge deſy 
re and the affeccyon of women, For as thefacc of 
hcrhuſbande fo Þ ruſtyneſſe ofhis harnoys halfe 
ctcn-all full of tynkynge/all korbledde / full ofduſt 
charged with foulcneſle / all pale a blacke whiche 
Wwasas at that tyme vnable tobe knowen myght 
bchydde from this woman ſo bzennyngly ſhe lo- 
ucdhym-thuspſtynkynge of the body x the foule 
nelle of the vyſagemyght not let her / but that ſhe 
kyſſedhym/and embaced hym ſtraytclybytwene 
her armes.Notwithſtandynge the pꝛecepte / #c6- 
maũdement ofkpnge Creonce / ſhe ſpared not but 
Pp ſhe cryed with an hyghe voyce, Alas alas Jha- 
uckoidchymþJloued ſo moche / then the wepte 
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with grete plente of teeres . Foz as ſhe knewe by 
often tymes kylſyngehis mouthep there was no 
lyle in hym/and had waſſhed hymWher tecres al 
ſtpnkynge/x often tymes by grete cryes /Wwcppn- 
ges / awaylyngescalled vpon hym fpnabip as ſhe 
{awe the ſoule was departcdfroþbody madeto 
lyght vp a grete kyre lo as it was the maner there 
ofburpenge ofkynges x of grete ſtates to that cn 
tentepſhe wolde do laſt #pytcous offyce put hp 
in theiyzew many ſozowfuil crycs of whome ſhe 
gadeed the aſſhesryght derelpin a veilel of goide 
Ind When ſhe yad done al this,as ſheþ woids ad 
ucnture her body to the dethe fox to venge her huſ 
bande/dydeſo moche/x put toſuche payne with Pp 
helpe ofother ladyegwherofthere was grete qu 
tytep the walles ofthcepte of Thebes were oucr- 
thzoWwen/xgate the towne / a put all to dethe, 


COfthenoblelavy Egrypppne.Ca. xbiij. 





TAN /& Cl ought tobc put amonge there no 
{0488 ble ladycs of gretelouc to they: hou: 
1: A' bandcsþ noblelady Egrypppne dot 
4 ghter of Parke Egryppyne x of Ju⸗ 
>» Ivedoughtcr ofthe Emperour Octa- 
upan lorde of all the woulde.Indas this noblc la: 
dy was gpucn in maryage to Bermanpce the rp: 
ght noble prynce / well mancred / Wyſe / and an 
encreaſer and multeplyer of the comune pofpte of 

















'Rome./TybereÞ Emperour whiche was ofcupll 
condycyons /toke ſuiche cnupe of the Welthe that 
he ycrde of Bermanyce huſbande of the ſayd lady 
Egryppyne /andof that p cucry manloued hym/ 
thathclete make watche vpon hym 3 llewehym/ 
of whoſe dothe his good wyle had ſuche ſ0z0We p 
Che wolde in lyke wyſe be ſlapne / andthat ſemed 
ryght wel. Foz ſhe withdzeWe not to ſay grete vy 
lauycs to Tpbere / Fox the whiche he madeherto 
be betcn & tourmented cruelly/ and put her m pzy- 
ſon. But as ſhe that the ſozowe of her houſbande 
mpght not fogete/loued better the dethe thanthe 
lyte;purpoſed neuerto etenoz dzynke/but this pur 
poſe came to the tyzaunt Tybere to tourment her 
louger / and wolde conſtrapncher by tourmentes 
that Che ſholde ete / but it auayled not. So hewol 
dc bv ſireugthe make tocaſte the mete in to oſto 
make,But ſheſhewed well tohym that hehadde 
puyſſaunce to make folke to be ſlapyne / but not to 
kepcthem from detheyfthey wolde. Foz thus Che 
£11dcdher dayes, 


C Here Xpine ſpcketh/ and ryght\vyines anſwe 
rcth gyuynge cnſamples of the noble ladp Julye 
doughtcr of Julpas Ceſar/ wyke of pzyncePoni 
pce.Capitulo, xit 


Hen that mpladyryghtwyſnes ſayd 
Ato metheſe wozdes. J replyed her in 
8, ſuche maner. Madame truely it (eme 
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th metobegretchonoureto the kynde 
to here tell of tomany —— Te Rs 
ge other vertucs of them ought to beryght agrea 
bie to al people/p ſo grete louemap bein þ hertc of 
a woman in p bondc ofmaryage. Nowe let them 
ſlepe and heldctheyz peas this Wathcolus and 
all other Janglcrs that enupouſly and lycngly ha 
uc ſpoken aaynſt women. But madame petme 
thynketh p the phyloſophꝛe Phyloſtratug of Who 
meJhaue ſpoken here aboue ſayth that theſc wo⸗ 
men haccth theyzhuſbandes when thep be o!dc x 
al;op they loue not theſe connynge men þ be cicr. 
kes.Fot he ſayth that the charges that one onght 
tohaueindaungersofwomen:3 the ſtudyenge of 
bokes ben contrary togyder. CInſwerc, © dere 
frendcholdethypeas/Jhaucanoncfounde$ en: 
ſamplcs contrary to they} taycnge. by the whiche 
weſhalholde themagnoſaycnges true. CE Tulre 
wastnhertymethemooſtnobleſt ofthe ladycs of 
Kome doughter of Julyus Ceſar whiche was ſ 
th Emperour: of Komeandof Cowpllehis -pfs 
compngedowne fro Eneas of Trove, This ſad⸗ 
was wyke of Pompee grete conqueronre$ hi 
che as Bocaccſapthin ouercompnge the krnges 
in puttynge downe / in makyngeagayne of ether 
in puttynge vnder ſubicccyondyucrs nvacyor's 11 
deſtroyenge theues of theſec hauynae the favor 
r::fRome ok all the kynges in the yrdelde in ot; 
tynge the lordſhyppes / not onely of pᷣlandes but 
alfo of ᷣ ſee and caucs by meruayllous vrctowes 
Cytc ofLa. Es” 


DMA: — 











in ſouerayne wozſhyp was than waxen olde and 
ſoze bzuſed. But not fo2 that the noble lady Julye 
his wyfe whiche was but yonge as yet; loned hp 
of ſoo grete loue p ſhe ended her ipte by a ſtraunge 
aduenture. Foz as it happened in day that Pom 
pce had deuocyon to gyue pꝛayſynge to goddes ⸗ 
hc had goten by noble vyctozyes and Wolde do fa 
crefyſc after the cuſtome of that countre . Andas 
the beeſt ſacryfyed was vpon the awter / Pom⸗ 
pe as by deuocyon helde hym by that once ſyde / his 
robc was loplled with the blode yſſuynge oute of 
the wounde ofthe beelt-wherkfozc Pompe dyde of 
his rovc aſente it home by once ofhis ſeruauntes / 
xfo2 to bzynge another clene a freſſhe. Soit hap- 
pcned by an cupll foztune phepbareprobe mctte 
with Julye Þ wpke of Pompe Pp Whiche when ſhe 
ſawe p robe of her lozde ſo ſoyled with blode/ then 
fo: that Þ ſhe knewe welÞ dyuers tymes it happe 
ned in Romepþto them that were the beſt-one wol 
dc renne vpon hym kor cnuye a fic hym Wwherwith 
ſhe was ſuppzyſed ſodaynly by the ſygnethat ſhe 
fave of ccrtapne byleuynge tt had happened ſoo 
to her huſbande by ſome foztune / by whiche ſuche 
ſodayne ſorowe toke her at the herte that as ſheþ 
Wwolde no longer lyue / ſhe beynge grete with chyl- 
de kell klatte tothe erthe pale and ſiyffe/xthe eyen 
tourned in her heed / that there myght noo remedy 
be had ſoo ſone to put her oute ofthat drede / but þ 
ſhe yelded vp the ſpyryte / whiche dethe by reaſon 
ought tobe grete ſoꝛowe to the huſbande, But it 
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was not onelppzeludycyabletohyinno2tof Ro: 
maynes-Lutit was alſo to allthe wozldcof þ ty: 
me. Foz yfſhe ther lone had lyued /p grete werre 
had ncucrben p was ſyth bytwene Julyus Ceſar 
and Pompe /p whiche warre was pzetudycyable 
toailtheiondes ofthe woꝛlde. | 


== Dcfayzcandgood Tycree Emulye⸗ 
SP} Cc Wpte ofpzpnce Scypyon p iviſte 
(v2 atffrycan hatednother huſbanve al: 

8&4 [0 thoughe he were olde. This lady 
ay was of grete p:udence x ryght ver. 
aS hcrhuſbande was olde-x lhe pet fartc 
Xyongce Pnetwithſtandyngehelave with a bon 
de woman Whiche was her ſeruaunt x\o often it 
kell þ this wozſhypfull lady percepuedit, Shcnot 
withſtandynge her hertewas ſozowfull v cÞ þ 
bertue ofher grete vnderſtandynge / and not one- 
Iy ofp paiſyon of Jalouſye. For ſſe dyſſpmyicd fo 
Wyſely pherhuſvandencnone other herde her ne 
ucr ſpckeofit. Foz ſhe wo!denot tellett tohyin fo! 
thatpheſqo!deſcmepÞ it wereſhametohymb Cie 
ſhoſderepzoue ſo wyſe 3fogrete amias he was 
Xfomake mencyon therofto ony other. Fe ſho! 
debeamancr ofrepycffe a lo ynge of þprartinge 
ſo wyſe a man / a ayenſt pzhonoure of is pcr one / 
Whiche had conquered ſo many roxalmes 16mn⸗ 
pyzes.Soo ſhe neuer lefte hym this goodiaty to 
ſerue hym trucly/tolouehym, and worſhrphym. 

CytcofLa, Eell. 














And whenhe was deed / ſhe madethe mayden fre 
and Wedded her toafreeman.CInd J Xpinean- 
C\wered.Then truely madameto thispurpoſe ye 
{ape/Jhaneſcne often Te women tn lyke caſe 
Whichyc foz ony thyngeÞ thepknewe / wolde not 
ſaye thoughe thcy knewe well that theyr huſban- 
des had them butin lytell loue/andyct they loued 
them-and made them good chere)4relened them/ 
and com:o2ted them of whome thephad c<yldzcn 
befoze.Jud alſo Jhaue herde ſap ofa lady of Bzy 
tayne that lyued but late/x was counteſle of Coc- 
men Whiche was tn the floure ofher pouthe fayze 
abou? all the ladyes. And by her grete goodnclle/ 
and conſtaunce lhe dydethe ſame. 


COf Uancyppe wyfe of the phyloſopze Socra⸗ 
tcs. Capitulo, xxj. 


7Ancyppe the ryght noble lady a 
AMWwoman ofgreteconnynge and 

EN bounte / ſo ſhe hadto huſbande 
x 1&0 grete phploſoph:e Socrates, 
441d notwithſtandyngethathe 
: \v&&. © JWwaSingretcagc/zthathe had 
Kd VARY grete charge to ſerche and tour 
nethe bokestopourchace for his wyfe ſoftethyn- 
ges and curyous/the wozſhppful womanleftene 
ucrtolouehym/but trowed that it was ſogretea 
thynethe excellent vnderſtandynge / a the grete 
vertue ofhym/and ofhis conſtaunce/that ſhe yad 





/Þp 
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hyminſouerapneloue#renerence. Fnd whẽ this 
woman knewepherhuſbande Wascondempneo 
to) dethebythemofAthencs fo; thatpheblamed 
themp they wozlhypped the ydolles/ x ſaydp the: 
re was not but one god that ought tobe woꝛſhyp 
ped #ſerued. This noblelady myght not hauc pa 
cyence ofthis thynge but fledde;herhecre hangyn 
geabouteher chekes / full offozowe / Weppnge/4 
betyngeatthepalays gate where hcrhouſbande 
was/and there ſhe foundehym amonge the faicc 
Juges Whichchaddetakentohpm a venymoug 
drynke to ſhorten his lyfe /and When it came to p 
poyntep Socrates woldeput þ cuppeto his mot 
the todzynke the venyme /the wente to hym with 
agrcte wꝛathe and raced the cuppe out ofhis han 
de and threwe it all togydcronthecrthe/but S0: 
crates repꝛeued her / a counſayled her to haue pacy 
ence/and comforted her. Ind when ſhe myght nor 
let hym in no wyſe fro þdethe/ſhe ſozowed ſtrong 
ly and ſayd. Ha what harme and what loſſe is it⸗ 
fomakeſo Juſte a man to dye wrzongefully a ſpn: 
fully. And Socrates alway comfozted her xcapd 
toher/pit was better he ſholde dpc Wongfully 
then ryghtfully/and ſo he paſſed . But the ſoz2owe 
endednot inthe hcrte ofher thatlouedhym fomo 
che all her lyfe. 


COfpdompepgaulyne/wyfcof Seneke 
Capitulo. | rxrit. 








| ED 'notVaithſtandynge » he was ryght 


LIL, A 
4 2 itfapylednotbutyhe was well vpio- 
2.2 ofhiswpfe/kayzc #yongewhiche 
was named Pompce Paulyne. All the chargey 
this noblc lady had was toſerue hym #kepehym 
in peas / as ſhepryght truly +derely loued hym/# 
whelhcknewepp tyaditemperour Neroto who 
he had ben mapltcr had condeimpnedhym todye/ 
tobe dꝛowned in a bayne katte / then as ſhe o beca 
me out ofherſelfe ſozowe / a as lhe o wolde fayne 
dye With her huſbande/Vwente cryenge many vy- 
lanycs ro the tyzauntNero tothe ententeþheſhol 
de ſtretche his cruelte vpon her allo. But allthat 
auayled her not/fo moche lhe ſoꝛowed the dethe of 
hcrhouſbande/Þ ſhe lyucdnot longe after. Jnd J 
Xpine ſayd then to the lady ſpake tome. Certes 
madame your wozdes hatheremembe:dme/ and 
drawone to mynde many other women, tayze ;and 
yonge/ryght perfytely loupnge they huſbandes/ 
notWwithſtandynge Þ they were ryght feble # olde 
And in my tyme Þ haue ſence ynowe pᷣ haue loued 
theyzhuſbandes perfytely/4hath boznce them true 

louc ally whyle they lyucd/xnamelyp noble dou⸗ 

ghtcr ofoncofÞ grete barons of Brytayne p was 
gyucn by maryage topryght wozlhypfull conſta 
ble of Fraunce pz Bertram Claquyn /the whiche 
notwithſtandyngephe wasryghtlewde offhap 
ofhis bodp and olde,thisnoblc lady bepnge in the 
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flourcofheryouthe/Wwhiche tokehede moze to the 
grete pzyce ofhis vertuethen to the facyon of his 
bodyloucdhym ofryght grete loue / ſo moche þ all 
hcrlyfeſhehad plente ofſ020we fo: his dethe. 4nd 
pnoWeof other ipke J mpght telle/whiche that J 
tte palle fox ſhoztucile of tyme.Inſwere ofpþ Jie 
ue theryght well-andyet Flhall tell the of mo la- 
dycsloupnge theyr hutbandes, 


COfthenoble Sulpyce.Ca, rriij. 
IIS Vlpyce was vyfe ofLentpipus C6: 
; & Sea] [ulpcnnolea man of Kome home 
{a theloned of ſo grete loue as it appc- 
INFFAA red. For When helholde be convernp? 
Aned by the Juges of ome fo: terta 
nethynges of whiche he was blamed to beſente 
wꝛetchedly into exyle / a there to vichis ivfe poorer 
ly.Thc good lady Sulpyce notwithſtondynge 5 
ſhe was in Kome ofryght greterycheſte, 4myghr 
abyde in caſc a reſte loued better to foloweherhuC 
bande in his poucrte # cryle,than abyde 11 haboiu 
daunceofrychelſcwithout hym. So ſhe renoũccd 
all her hcrytage/goodes # countre /xdyde ſo mo 
chcy ſheftalc away frohcr moder 4 coſyncs whi- 
che kepte her foztheſame cauſe yſhefholde not go 
away.Jnd in an vnknovwnc wededyde ſo moche 
plhe wentetoherhouſbande.Xpineſayd. Certes 
madame it ſemeth me by that ycſay of ſoinc wo 
men that Thane ſenein mytyme in lyke caſe. ſoz 
offuche J haucknowne of whom the huſbandes 









RD * 








hauebecome lyppers/#that it Were canuenyent ᷣ 
they were departed fro the woꝛlde and put in ſyke 

oulcs. But thepz good wyues euermore foz that 

thep woldenotleuethem loued betterto goo w 
them fo toſerue themin theyr ſykeneſſe /@ tohols 
de them the true fapthe ã pꝛomyſe in maryage tha 
tobyde without theyz houſvandes well at caſcin 
theyz houſes, Ind Jtrowe Jknowe one that is 
yonge/fayze/and good / of whomethehouſbande 
is had in ſuſpeccpon of ſuche ſykeneſſe. But as her 
frendes hath warnedhcr / #pzechedtohertoleue 
his company/#to dwell with them he anſwered 
that the dayes ofher lyfe ſhe woldenot lcue hym. 
And ykthey make it to be pꝛoued pᷣ he is atapnte of 
layd maladye/by whiche it is couenycnt þ hefoz 
lakeÞ worlde p without fapleſhe woldego with 
hym.Fnd fo: that cauſeher frendes hauelefteit to 
makcapzoffe therof. Alſo other women Jknowe 
that Jleue to be named foz that Þby aducnture J 
ſholde dpſpleaſc them whichep hauchouſbandes 
ſo curſed / of ſo an vnozdynate lyfe/thatþ fader # 
the moder ofthe woman wolde Þþ they were deed 
And dothe all that they map fox to withdzawe the 
Women to them from they ſhzewde huſbandes/ 
but thep loue better to be bets with many papnes 
xtobeingrete pouerte;andſubieccyon with they 
huſbandes then fox to leue them. Ind they ſaye to 
theyr frendes/ychauegyueme to hym/ with hym 
ſhall Jlpue and dye/and theſe thynges be ſene all 
daye/but all people conſydereth it not, 
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CHerettſpcketh ofdpuers ladyes that reſpyted 
thepzhuſbandes frothe dethe.Ca. —— 


JA F many women allo in the ſame wp 
le as thoſe befoze ſapd of gretc loue 
4. «'tothey; huſbandes J Wpll tell you 
= 4 pct.C It happened atterthat, p Ja: - 
<9 ſonhad bcninColtos togete the gol 
denflecce/that ſome ofhis knyghtes that he bzou 
ght with hym whiche were ofacountre of Grece/ 
that is called Menudye lefte theyz owne countre 
and Cyte and wente to dwelle in another Cyte of 
Gꝛece that is called Lacedemonye/ſoo they Were 
there gretely receyucd andhonourcd asmochefoʒ 
theyꝛ auncyent nobleſſe as fo: they: rycheſſe. A no 
there they maryed the mooſt nobleſt imaydcnsofp 
Cyte.Fnd fo moche they warcd rychcand moun 
ted in worſhyp that they lyfted vp themſclfe in 6 
grete pꝛyde that they wolde make a conſpy:acy o:2 
ayenſt the ſoucraynes ofthe Cyte/ and ſo they by: 
dcto hauc the lozdcſhyp. Sothey2ymagynacyor 
was knowen/whcerfozc all were put in pryſon 4 
condempned to thc dethe. COfthis thynge thep: 
Wpues Werein greateſozoWwes. And they aſſent 
bled them togyder as for to makethep: ſorowes. 
Soit was counſayled amongethem pf ony wap 
myght befounde howe they myght delyner they? 
huſbandes. Inv inthe cndc this was they: con- 
ciuſyon/that in anyght they ſholde araye them in 
lewde gownes / a they ſholde coucr theyꝛ hecdes 















vw mantcliesas thoughe thep wolde not be know 
ue. And in ſuche a wyſe thep wente tothe pꝛyſon /ã 
ſoo moche they pzayed with wepynge # gyſtes to 
thc bepcrs of the pꝛyſon p they wolde ſutfre them 
to go ſc thept huſbandes . And,vwhen they were 
thepz huſbadcs they gaue them thepz ie dc gow 
ics & toke thole govones p they were clothedin. 

And ſyth put them out ofthe pzyſon/ andÞkepers 
crowed pit were the women þ had tourned agap 
nc, Ind when tt came to the dayep they ſholde dye 
the kepers bzought them toÞ tourment.And whe 
it was icneÞ thep were women eche ofthem had 
grete meruaple of theyr wyſe cauteyle . Doo thep 
vere gretcly p2apſed / and the eytezynes had pyte 
of thepz doughters / ſo there dyednone. Andſothe 
ſc woulhypful women delyucred they2 huſbandes 
krochcdethe, 


¶ Herc xpine ſpcketh todameryghtwyſnesayen 
ſte them that ſayth that women can notkepenoo 
counſayle. Ind the anſwere pſhemaketh ot Poꝛ⸗ 










coa.Capitulo. xxv. 
—F Adame Jknowe certaynely nowe # 
N alo J haue percepued that orete is 
39 louc and the trouthe that many ha⸗ 
if Jue had and hath to they huſbandes 
<LLZE $I Ind rherfo:c Fhaue gretemeruayle 


ofalanguageþrenneth comunely amonge theſe 
men And alſo mayſter Joh de Meun afermeth 
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it ſo ſtrongly inhisromaunce off roſe / and other 
auctours alſo dothe it/that what a man ſaytheto 
his wyfe it maye not be kepte pꝛpue and that wo- 
men cannot holde theyz peas. CAnſvvere. Dere 
frende thou oughteſt toknowe that all women be 
not wpſe/and the ſame itis ok men / bythe whicht 
yf a man haue ony wyttc/he ought well to adupyſe 
hym What wytte his wyfc hathe/and What good 
nelle o hc ſaye onpthyngephe wolde haue kepte 
cloſciio2 therofinyght comefolp. But when a mi 
kno weth that hehath a good Wyke wyſe and dyſ 
crete there its nothynge mozetruſtyin the Vvo:lde 
nozyſo moche map comfoztea man. Foz dyſctec⸗ 
on and lecreieneſfearetoobe commended 11 on⸗ 
pcrſone. Ind yet toÞ purpoſe of women loiynge 
theyz hu'bandes.Thcre was latcamanimizoms 
ryght notable named Buutus whiche was mary 
cd fo a gentylwoman named Poreya / this noble 
Pozcya was doughter ofChaton the leſfe whiche 
Was neuewe to grete Chaton. Her fozcſayd hou 
bande Buutus feltc that his wyfe was ryghr wp 
ſc/fccrete/and chaſte/tolde her his entente that he 
and Caſſyen anothcr noble man of Rome were in 
purpoſe tofle Julyus Ceſar at the counſaple_ the 
whiche thynge the wyſe lady aduyfynge the grete 
cupl that myght come ofit with al her puyſſaunte 
counſayled hym the contrary-andwarnecd hym of 
the mpſchycfc that myght falle therof and iyghr 
not flepe all the nyght , Then the mo2o0\ve comen 
When that the fozcſayd Brutus wente oute ofhtg 


chambze togootoperfourmehis entrepꝛyſe. The 
lady whiche woldefullfapne tourne hts purpoſe 
toke araſoure frome the barboure as thoughelhe 
Wolde haue pared her naples/andlete the rafoure 
falle,and aftermade ag thoughe ſhe wolde haue 
taken it vp/and anone ſhe ſmoteherſelfein han⸗ 
de / wherfoze her women that ſawe her to woun⸗ 
ded crycd ſo pyteouſly and ſo ſirongely Þ Bꝛutus 
tourned agayne. And when he ſaweherhurte he 
blamed her/and ſayd that it was nother offyce to 
Werke With araſoure but ofÞ barboure . And ſhe 
an\weredhym that ſhehadnot done it ſoo tolyiy 
as he thought. Foz that that ſhchad done was a 
purpoſe to allaye howeſhempght ſle herſelfe yf⸗ 
entrepyyſe thathe had made ſholde tournehym to 
euyll. But fox all thathe woldenot icuebut wen- 
tc anone/and byt wene hym x Callycn they ſlewe 
Julyus Ceſar. Ind anone after they were exyled 
and Buutus was ilaync/notwithſtandynge that 
he was flcdout of Rome, But when Poꝛtya his 
good wyke knewe thathe was deed / her ſorowe 
was ſo grete that ſhe foxſoke the Joye ofher lyfe. 
And fot that men toke awaye from her/her kny 
ucs and all thynges thatſhe myght le her with, 
Fox folkes ſawe wel what ſhc wolde do-ſhe Wen 
te to the fyre and toke b1ennynge coleg and byente 
hcr and dyed. Ind by this waye ended this noble 
ladyPorcya/Whiche was the mooſt ſtraungelſt de 
the that cuer ony dycdon, 
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¶ And yet ofthe ſame matter ⸗ 
ble lady Curya.Ca, — — 






ay ND yet Jlhalltcllthetothat pur ofe 
} 
i apenſt them pᷣ ſaye women —— 
: kepenocounſaple/and alway conty 
J nupnge the matter of the grete lone p 
— many womenhaucto theyr huſban 
des, Curya thenoble Romayne was ofmernapt- 
lous fayth.conſtaunce/wyſdome/and loucto\var 
de Nuyntus Lucreeyus herhuſbande., For when 
her ſaydhuſbande /and other in lyke wyſe ſholde 
be condempned to the dcthe for acertapnecrymes 
was put vpon them/xit ſholde come to bis know 
ledgeponeſoughtthem tobe Juſtyfycd. It hap 
* hym ſo well that thep had Pacctoflee, Bur 
oz the fere that theyhadtobefounde they wentt 
tohydethemin caues of wyldebeeſtes! ayet ther 
durſtnot abydethere, But Lucrecyus by þ good 
counſaple ofhis wyfepartedneucr out oftisc<15.- 
02C.and When they that ſought them came there- 
ſhe helde hym byt wene her armes in hcrbedde [4 
ſhehydhym ſoo wyſelp that they ncuer pereepucd 
hym.Xndaftcrhadhymſo wyſcly byt wene pat 
ics ofhcr chambuc/thatneuernonc of her in cynve 
perceyucd it ne knewe it. And ſhe coude ſo well te 
e his counſayle by gretecautelc andw p\dome. þ 
eclothedherinpooxe clothes, hcrheerehangyn 
ge aboute her chckes al forwepte betyngeher hg 
des togyder / wente aboure by the ftretes and by 
CyteofLa. F.1. 





temples and aſked all aboute after her huſbande 
and ſerched yf ony pcrſone knewe Where her huſ⸗ 
bande was become / oꝛ to what place he was fled 
Fox my deſyze is to be felawe with hym in his ex⸗ 
yle/ and in his myſeryes. And by this kay ſo wy⸗ 
ſely ſhe coude fapucthat neuer man perceyued it / 
a ſo ſhe ſaued hym. Ind withp ſhecomfozted her 
houſbande full ofſoꝛowe.And ſhoꝛtely to ſaye / ſo 
moche ſhe dyde / a ſo moche ſhe purchaced for hym 
that ſhe delyuered hym not onelyfrom his cxyle / 
butfromhis dethe alſo, 


¶ vet ofthe ſame purpole.Ca. xxvij. 


mag Nd koꝛthat we be in purpole to telle 
enlamples apenſt them that ſay that 
: women can not kepe noocounſayle/ 
| trucly Þmyght tcllÞ of ynowe ot the 
- V Without nombꝛe. But let it ſuffylc þ 
of onc thatJſhallteil the yct. Jn the tyme p Ners 
the tyzaunt and Empcrour repgned in Rome/the 
rc were certayne men that conſydecred that for the 
ryght gretemyſchcues xcrucltesÞ theſaydNero 
dyde / that itlholde be grete welthe a pzofpte to ta 
kcaWaythelyfefrohym. So they made conſpyra 
cyon ayenit hym-x were adupſed toflehym./The- 
ſe ſame men repayred al toÞ houſe ofonewoman 







inthe wyiche they truſted ſo moche that they ſpa: | 


rednot ſape the dede of they} conſpyzacyon befoze 
her. And as it happened in an euenynge tyde that 
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they Were aduyſed to put to effecte in p mournyn- 
ge they: entrepzyſe they ſouped with the ſapd vo 
man/and they kepte themnot wyſcly fro ſpekyn⸗ 
ge / hy the whiche by myſaduenture/ there were co 
meyhcrdethem/Whiche fox toflatterandtohaue 
grace ofthcEmperoure wente aroldc hym what 
thep herde them ſay! by the Whiche they werenot 
{o ſoone departed from theſayd woman but that 
theſergeauntesofthe Emperourccameto P Wo: 
mans houle/but bycauſe that they founde not the 
men there þconlpyzedthusþ dethe of þ emucrour 
they toke the womanandleddeher befozey Em 
peroure Whiche enquyred gretely ofthis matter. 
Buthecoudcnener doo ſo moche by gyupioc of 
grete gyftes:no2 byptompyſe/nozbyfozcevftour: 
mentes/of whiche he ſparednone that he inyghr © 
knoWc ofthis woman what men thep were. tic p 
ſhe knewe ony thpnge offuche matters and thus 
this woman was meruapllouſly proud both ſc- 
creteandconſtaunte, 


¶ Pꝛoues ayenſtthem that ſay that a man igbut 
lewde that bylcueththe counſayle ofhis wyfe or 
taketh ony hede therto. Ca. rrvuj. 
Ddame by theſc reaſons that J vnder 
WA Ftandeofpoutbythat5J clo mochc 


44 ; 'S Wyt #welthetobeina a woma J mer 


ks 

ay muaylcofthat/ that dyncrs men (aye; 
oͤthele men ben lewde focles) bylcue 
Egpucth credente to ocounſayle of theyr wines, 
Cyte of La. Ft). 



























¶ Anſwere. J haue layd to thebefoze that all wo 
men benot wple.But thoſe þhaue wyues / good / 
and Wyſe dothe grete koly when thep bpleue them 
not/ſo as thou mayſte ſe by that that Jhauc ſayd 
to the bekozc, Foz yfByutug had byleued Pozcya 
his wpfe as foz ſlepnge of Fulpus Cefarhchadde 
not beſlapne hymſelfenc thecupllhadnot happe- 
ned that felle. Ind foz that that webeentredinto 
this purpoſe. F ſhalltell the of dpuers to whome 
it hath happencdeupllin the ſame wyſc that they 
bylcued not theyz wyues. Ind alſo J ſhall tcll the 
after ofdpucrs towhome it hathe well happened/ 
that they bpleued theyz wyues.yfJulyusCeſar of 
whome Wehaue ſpoken/hadbyleucd þryght wy⸗ 
{c x good womã / whiche by many tokens that ſhe 
had ſcne appcrynge;that betokenedp dethe ofher 
huſbande/and thehozrybledzemethat ſhchad the 
nyght befoze by the whichelhe counſapledhym to 
tournehis purpoſe that heſholde not come at the 
counſapleþ daye/yfhchadnotcometherc/hehad 
not ben ſlayne. Alſo the ſame wyſe Pompc that 
jad wcdded Julye the doughter of Julpus Ceſar 
as Jhaue ſayd befoze.Fud afterherhe wedded a- 
nothcrnoble lady named Coznelya,Whiche to the 
purpoſe aboucſaydlouedhym ſo mocheH fo2 none 
cuplifoztunethat happcncd hym wolde not lene 
hym.Jnd alſo when he wag conſtrayned tofle bp 
theſccaftcrthebaraplcin whichc he was dyſcom 
fpted by Julpus Ccſar/the good tady wag alwap 
with hym/@barchym company inalhisperylles 
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Ind When he aryued in the kyngdome of Egypte 
and that Tholomee the kynge of that countre ma 
deſemblaunteby treaſon that he had Joye ofhis 
compnge/lentehis people befozehymas thoughe 
theyſholdereceyue hym With Joy/ and that was 
for toſle hym/the whichepeople ſayd to hym that 
heſholdeentre into they; ſhyppes #thatheſholds 
leue his people to that entente ỹ they myght bryn⸗ 
ge they: veſſcllcs tothe porte mozelyghtcly. Br 
Whehe woldchaucentredin to theyz ſhyppes his 
good and Wyſe wyke Coznylle counſapicd hym $ 
contrary thatheſholdenotgointo ony noz to put 
11s people away fromhym.Jnd when lheſawes 
he woldc not byleue her /noz do by her cornſavic; 
e wolde haucgonctn tothe ſhyp with hym /but 
hewoldc not ſuffreher/andmadecher tobe holden 
with ſtrengthe then began her ſorowe that neuer 
fapled after all þ daycs ofher ipfe.fothe was noe 
ferrefromher but ſhe hadalwaycher beholdynge 
after hym and there ſheſawethe traptours mur- 
ther hym Within the ſhyp, For the whiche ſhe woj 
de haue dꝛo wned herſelfe in the ſee yfſhchad not 
benkepte with ſtrengthe. CAlſoas it happcncd 
myſchcuouflyto Ecto of Trope. Fo: as þuyght 
beforep he was ſlayne Adzomatha his wpfec had 
aryght mernaylous vyſpon/that yf Ectoz wente 
tothe bataplcin the mozoweþ he ſholde dyc with 
out faple/by the whiche this lady atfrayed of this 
thynge/Whichc was no diemebut a meruaylous 
prophcey/ptayed hym With Jopned handes vpon 
CytcofLa, F.itt, 














herknees befoze hymberyng bytweneher armes 
his two fayze ſones pas thatdaphe ſholde not co 
meat the batayle. But he dyſpyled her wozdes/ 
thypnkynge that euermozeit ſemedhym pit ſholde 
bercpzotte to hym that to the counſaple and wor 
des ofa woman he lholdeleue togo to bataple/ 
nother foz pzaper of fader noꝛ moderto whom ſhe 
haddep2apcd torcquyze hym / wolde he not cue. 
Wherby it happened hym as it is ſayd befoze. Foz 
he was ſlaync by Achylles/therfozett had ben bet 
terphehad byleued her. C.Ofcaſe infpnyte Jmp 
ghttelip ofmen to whomtthappenedfulleuplb 
dpuers maners Pp theydyſdepned not to bylcue 
coliſaplc ofthepz good # wyſe wyues. But yfony 
euyll come to thenip dyſpyſeth they2 counſaples! 
thoſe women ought not to beblamed, 


¶ Here it ſpcketh ofthemp thereis good compn- 
ge of1t that byleucth p counſayle of thepz wyues / 
and gyucth enſample of dyuers ladyes.Ca. xxix. 







—— to whome tt hathe foztuncd 
4 KJ, yell bythe bylcuynge of counſaple 
gotftheyꝛ wpucs Jlhalltellp offome 
'C 9 4and ict it ſuffyſc the for a proffe. Soo 
x<=2<£I|moche ] myght lay that the pzoceſle 

oldcbe without ende.Indlctte that auayle the 
whiche is ſayd bekore ofmany thatmaye ſerue to 
the ſame purpoſe. C.The Emperourc Juſtynyan 
of whome tt is layd bekozc had a baron withhym 





* Ml. 
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thatheheldehrmas afelawe /andloued hym as 
hymlelfe / and was called Bellyfcre whiche was 
ryght a wozthpknyght . So the Emperourchad 
made hym mapſter #gouernourc ofhis c<cualry 
# made hym to ſpt at his tableſcrued as hymſelfe 
And to lay alſo he ſſewed hym many ſygues ofto 
ue that the barons had grete enuye therof. In ſoo 
moche that they ſayd to the Emperour'that hen 
tended to ſlee hym / and to take the Empyre vpon 
hym.The Emperour bylcued this thynge to fone 
#to fynde the wap couertely ho we thathem yght 
makehymtodye. Then hecommannded tharhe 
ſholde go fyght apenſt a pcoplc that was called þ 
Uoendzes where as no man myghthaucthe het- 
ter kor the grete ſtrengthe that they were of it het 
Bellyferc vnderſtode this commaundement any 
kneWe Well that the Empcrour chargedhpmunoc 
With thisthynge but pfhe had be fallen ont of HIS 
grace/and benyuolence . Do he was ſo meruapt- 
lonſly ſozowfull that hempght not bem 028, Ind 
Wentehome tohis houſe. when his Wyfe whiche 
was called Antonye-+ was ſyſtcerto p Empicite/ 
ſawe her huſbandc1yc vpon his bedde palc xpen- 
ſyfe/and the eyes full of tceres / ſhe that had grete 
pyte of hym demaunded hym ſo moche that with 
grete payne he tolde her the cauſe of his ſo:0wve x 
when lady vnderſtode it then ſhe made ſeblaune 
toberyght Foyous and comfoztedhym and ſayd 
yꝛ haue ye none other thynge that dyſcomfoz: 
tethyoubut this, Indyt is to vnderftande that 




































thefapytheof Jheſu cryſt was ag yctbutryght ne- 
We.Znd thertoze the good ladp whiche wag acry 
ften woman beganto ſape/haue ye truſt in Jheſu 
cryſtcp was crucyfycd-and yeſhallhaueþhygher 
hande of yourencinycs with helpe ofhym And 
thoughe the enupous wolde noye pou/ ye ſhall do 
ſoo mocheby pour woxthpneſle that yeſhall yelde 
them lpers ofthaty they (aye. So byleuemec well 
and dyſpyſe not my wozdes/andlette all your ho- 
pe bein god /and Jpzomyſeyou that ye ſhall oucr 
come them. And be well ware peſhewenooma- 
ner ſemblaunt to haue ony dyſplcaſaunce of this 
thynge/xthatno manſeyouſozy/ butryght Joy- 
full-as he that is well contente And ye thal alſem 
ble your hooſt in the haſtyeſt wyſe that yemaye /X 
bewarcalſo that no man knoweat what potte ye 
Wyll arpue . And alſo loke pye haucſhyppes yno- 
We / and then parte your hooſtin totwo partes as 
foone ag ye maye ſecretly with one partye entryn 
gc in to Juffryke/and anonercnne vpon yourene 
mycs. and Jſhallhanethat othcr partyc ofxoure 
pcopic with me and weſhal aryueby theſee at an 
hauen, Ind Jtellyou that thcy ſhall abyde to gy- 
uc you bataple-and weſhall entre into that other 
partcin townes a cytecs.and we ſhallput theym 
all coy dethe/and bꝛenne and deſtroy all thatthey 
fyndc.Bellyferc bylcucd well this cotifayle of his 
Wyfe ſoo he dydeaga Wyſe man, Foz mote ne fo 
leſſep the had ſaydheodeynedhym on his wape/ 
of » Whiche it cameo well topaile/Sheoucxcame 
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his enempes andputthem vnder ſubſeceyon/and 
tokep kyngeof Uoendtes /#lohehad this noble 
voctozy by the counſaple EWytte othis wozſhyp- 
full wyfe/and then the Empcrourloued hym bet- 
tr than euerhe dyde befoze.CAilokyngeFleran 
der hadnotin deſpyte the wozdes ofp quene his 
wyte that was doughter of Dape kynge of Per 
/When the ſapdAlerander felte thathe was cm 
poyſoned byhts leruauntes and ofthe grere {029 
we thathe felte he wolde gocaſt hymlcite in a ry⸗ 
uere to ende hislyle thefooner. Ind ⸗oͤgood lad; þ 
wenteaycnſthym thoughe thehadryght greteſo 
rowe toke hym/x comfoztedhym,z ſayd to bymp 
he ſholde tourne agapne; #tholdelayehymin his 
bedde,Jnd ſhe wolde kpeketohis baronsg/3 Wol⸗ 
demakehis 02dynaunce ag was pcrteynyiige to 
ſuche apzynce. Fozitſholdebca gtete toſpnge of 
his wozlhypyf one myght ſap aftcrtharympa c- 
cucehad ouercome hym.. Sohe bylened his wp: 
ke / and by her counſaple made his 02dynaunces, 


CHere it lpckcth ofthe grete Weithethatis come 
!0ſhcwortde and euerp dayecomctht vtec cauie 
al women. Ca, | rtr, 


$766 q4Adame Fleinfynyte weltt es come 


8 







Za top wozldeby women, Ind allayc 
5 ag AJitheſe men (ap that therets none but 
77, rea lt cometh by them. Inſwerc, Fa p: 


avitc frende thou maylt ſc bythat that 
Cyte of La. G.1, 





Jhaueſapdtothelonge agothat the contrary þ 
theylavetStrne: for theretsno manthat mayſo 
mepgrete welthe p18 come to the wozldebp wo- 
men / and cucry daye comethJhaue pzoued to the 
by thc noble ladyes thathathebzonghttoþ woz! 
de ſcyences and craftes. Sur yfitſuffyſe the not ð 
Ihaneſaydtopofrcmpozall welthegþbencome 
by chem, Jſhaltcll of Þ ſppzytuallcs.Ohoweig 
cuery man ſo vnkyndethathe fozgetcth Þbp wo: 
men the gate ofparadyſc was opcned to vs that 
iS byy vy2gyne Mary / what gretter welthe may 
one dely2e and that godis made man as Jhaue 
ſaydto the bekozc. Ind who map kozgete the grete 
woelthes that the moders do to the chyldzcn /and 
Women to all men and toallthe wozide. Jpꝛape 
them that they wolde not korgete Pp welthes that 
foncheth of whens thep be ſpyzytuall. Ind ict vs 
bcholde in the oldelawe of Jewes pfthou wplte 

cholde the hyſtory of Bopſes to wrhome god ga 
uc the lawe ofÞ Icwes wepten. Thou ſhalte fpn 
depbya womañ ſamcholypzophete by whome 
cameſo many grete welthes was reſpytcdfrome 
dethe as Jſhalltellethe. ¶ In the tyme that the 
Ic des were in þthraldome of þ kynge ofEgypte 
there ſholdea man be bozneofthe Ebzucg p ſhol- 
de defende the chyldzen of Jlracit from the bonda 
ge of them. Soithappencd When that Moyſes ᷣ 
noble duke was borne ofhts moder ,Wwhiche dur: 
ſtcnot nouryſſhehypm was conftrapned to put hp 
in a lytell baſket #puthymintotherynere,Soit 
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happened as god wolde thathe ſholde be faced, ỹ 
Chermpche the doughter ofkynge Pharao ſpor⸗ 
ted her vpon therpuere that tyme ythe baſkettio 
ted vpon the waterby the Whicheanone ſhe made 
totakcit vp foztoſaue that lijehadve goten. And 
When lhe ſawethatit was a chy{lde-and do fanr 
that noo fapzer inyght be ſcne (behadamertar 
lous grete Jop.Soll!cmadcittovc nouryſſhcs, 
ans layd thatit wag her chylde, Xndfo2 tha 5+: r 
my2aciche wolde norſonkenottomano: x tray 
gela ve/li}emadeittoſoukcandto ve nouryſtued 
bya woman of the Ebrues. This Moyſes choſncũ 
0:00 when he Las otage / n was heto v home 
$0d gaue the lawe and that Tic) c thechyſdienof 
Iltaclloutofthehondcs eithc Erypcyens and 
paiſed the reede (ee # was duke 3 conduptoure of 
P Cyyld1e of Jy acl.And thiugcame ſo grete welthe 
op Fewes by »caucr ofthis a ong ptaticdhrm, 
C Of Judyth that noble laby.Ca. cxxj. 
He noble lady and wydowe Tur ch 
I'laucdthe people of Jirac!|frome ove 
iry hynge in the tyme that theſccon 
Ide Nabugodonoſot hadfcntc1o'o 
SCLEASIPhernes Tube of his chenairy vpon 
the Jeres arter thathe had conquered the !aude 
of Egyptc.3ndas the ſayd Polophcrnes Witha 
grete puyſſaunce hadde beſyegedthe Peres ima 
te / and alſo he farcd ſoo fowie with theym char 
CrtcofLa. G. ij. 



















come comexopen/fo2 godis with vs. Ind when 
ſhe was cntredin no man knewe the wap þ was 
made ofthis aduenture. Ind onthe mozoweſhe 
hanged thc hced vponaperche abone the walles 
a allthe peopte ofthe cytc armed them a manfully 
ranne vpon they enemyesthe Wwhiche were yet in 
thcy2 beddes. For they tokenohedcofthem ofthe 
cytc. Ind when they came in to the Pauplyon of 
they2 duke tomake hym aryle haſtely / there they 
foundc hym deed / a al his people began to ſparcle 
So they ſlewe x toke allp they myght fynde. And 
thus was p peopl: of god delpuercdfroþhandes 
of Holophernes by Judyth the wozſhppfuil lady 
Whiche ſhall cncrmozebe pzayſed greteiy in holp 
ſcrypture, 

COfthe wozHypfullquene Heſter.Ca, xxxij. 


= ] the noble and Wyſe lady quene He 

n ter god wolde alſo delyner his pco- 
qplcfromp bondage ofkpnge Iſſnere 

This kynge Allſucre was of greate 
Bet puyſſaunce aboue al othcrkynges in 
thoſe dayes. Ind poſſedcd many royalmes / and 
he was apaynyme #helde the Jewes in ſcruage 
Indas thc kynge made toſcke in alroyalmes the 
mooſt noble maydens / the mooſt kayze / beſt tau- 
ght foꝛ to choſe one amonge them alþmyght plea 
ſe hym beſt to be his wyfe.And amongeall others 
Was bꝛought befoze hym / the noble/ good / wylſe / 













and kapre / and loued of god /themayden Heſter þ 
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was an Ebuue;Whiche pleaſedhym moo 
allothers/and ſohe wedded hk lo Ys bh 
lonedher of gretcloue thathe wolde not denaye 
her of nothynge that ſhe wolde requyre hpin of, 
It happened onatymeaftcr;/that a faiſcflattcrer 
whiche Was named Naman; and hcerhozted the 
kynge apcuſt the Jewes / that he dyde © mocheþ 
he commaundedall aboute / Where that cucr the 
Jewes were founde that they holdde be taken, 
Ind the quene knewe nothynge ofthis : for yfſhe 
hadknowncit / it woldchane greucd her cupl1 þ 
the pcoplcſho!de be ſo euylicntreated. Ncuerthe.. 
les an vncle of hers named Yardocheus whiche 
was as chyeke okthe Fewes made her to knowe 
it / t pꝛaned her that ſte wolde remedy it as ſoone 
as the myght.Fozthedaye was ſhorten ithin the 
wwhichep the ſentcuce of the kynge holde be erect 
tcd.Otthis the quene Heſter was ryght ſory ſoc 
ſheclothed x araped her in themooſt 1 obleſt wy; 
thathemyght/and wentewithher woman acc 
dyſporte herinagardyncwhercſhebnewe well þ 
the kpnge was at the wyndowes. And when atp 
fournyngctowarde the chambre of the kynge as 
thonghelſhe thought not on hym. Andſhe ſaws þ 
bynge atthe wpndowes/anoneſhe fcll downe on 
her knees xſalutedhym;3 the kynge to Whome it 
pleaſed her humylyte / awhiche had grete pleaſure 
to beholde her grete beaute of the whiche ſhe had 
pnoughe called her and ſapd to her9 ſhe holdede 
maudewhat thyngr ſhewoide a ſhe ſholdchauc it 









IndÞ queneſaydtohym þ ſhe wolde none other 
dh pye ſholde come and dyne with her in 
hcr chamdre / and that he ſholde bzynge With hym 
Naman and the kynge graunted her. And when 
thre daycs were paſts kynge came # dyned With 
hcr. Ind hc had ſoo agreable chere p pleaſed hym 
woll. Jnd then he bcheide her countenaunce / her 
worſhyp,her bounte/ and beaute / and wolde not 
leuc her in peas / but that he ſholde aſke ſome ma⸗ 
ner grete gyfte.Then ſhe felldowne at his feete X 
in weppnge ſhe began toſap/that ſhe wolde pray 
hym that he wolde haue pyte onthe people of the 
Jewes and that he wolde not put themto ſo gre- 
tc myſchycfeſpthþhe hadputherin ſo grete Wo2- 
thyp , Fo it was arete ppte to ſeherlygnageand 
them of her nacyon ſo vylanouſly tobe deſtroyed 
Ind then thekynge all wzothe anſ wered her and 
ſayd. Myne owne lady what is he that durſte do 
it. Shc anſwered-ſj2 Naman pour pꝛouoſt make 
thit to b: done, whiche is here preſent. And to ſay 
it Hoztely-the kynge called agayne his ſentence x 
Nainan was hanged whiche had cauſed allyto 
be done. Ind Mardocheus vncle top quene was 
put in his p'ace /the Jewes fraunchyſcd # made 
mooſt puuvleged ofony other people x mooſt had 
in wozHyppe. Ind ſoon the ſame Wyſe that god 
wolde by Judythhe dyde by this nobleguene He 
ſtcr that ts pcople were ſaued. And bylcuc it not 
þ theſe two ladyes were aloneiny holy (crypture 
by who god wolde ſaue his people dyuers tymcs 
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Fox there ben ynowe of others Whiche J lene fox 
thortnes oftyme as of Dclbozraof whom J ha- 
ueſpoken aboue/whiche deipuered the people tro 
bondage. 


COftheladyesof Sabyne.Ca, xxxiij. 
wr F ladycs of auncyent lawe of payny⸗ 


7 
—— 
—X 


+ mes/alſo Jmayp tell the of many whi 














Wee che in the ſame wyſe were cauſe of fa- 
8 Al LF upnge of countres/cytees/ #townes 
CF. But Jlhall paſſe ouer excepte tio cn 
ſamples ryght notable without mo/fo all prꝛoue⸗ 
thokthcm. whea liemus # Romulus had foii- 
dedthe cpte of Rome / and Romulus had peopled 
the cyte/and fuliplied it of knyghtcs and men of 
armes that he had choſcn andallembled aftcr dz 
uers vpctozyes thathehad/ Romulus wo. de fa; 
nepurchace that they myghthaue wyucs top cn- 
tente that thep myght haue yſſue p mpght poſſes 
the cyteand the lozdeſhyp,But he wpſte not well 
howe he myght do þ he and hisfelawſhppmyght 
haue wpues/ and that they were maryed/ fox the 






- kpngesand the pzynces/and the people of Þ coun 


tredeſpzednot gretly to haueaffynyte with them 
fo: thatitſemed themp thep Were kpcrſe people + 
dyners/xfo thep wolde not gyue then they2 dou⸗ 
ghtersin maryage. Ind therfoze Romulus adup 
ſedofagrete cautelemade to crpe a tourney and: 
aJouſtes by alithe conntres/xchat it pleaſed the: 
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pages and pzpnees andlozdeg and allother peo 


ple lhoide bzynge adyes anddamopſelles to {©Þ 


dyſpozte of the itraunge knyghtes./The dapeofyp 
fecſt was come/and grete vasthe alſemble what 
of one tyde / what of that other. And thyder came 
grete foyſon of ladyes aud of maydens to behol⸗ 
de the playc.Jnd amongeallothcrs the kpnge of 
Sabpnehad bzought with hyma fapre mayden/ 
Wyiche was his doughtcr with all the ladyes & 
gentplwwomen ofthat countre that to:oWwed here 
Thus were the Joultes ozdepned without the cp 
te in a fapte playne beſpde an hylle. Ind thelady- 
cs Were al (et by rowe on hye vpony hylle. There 
thc knyghtes entorced them one agayuſt another 
to make dyſporte. C Foy fayze ladyes thatthey 
ſa\wvcencreaſed theyz hertes in ſtrengthe andhar- 
dyncſſe to make knyghtes. Judto makethe tac 
{o:te when they had roune togyder ynoughc /X 
1Zomulus ſcmed that it was tyme to do that they 
ad ordeyned. He tokea grete hozne of an Ho'o- 
faunt + began to bloweryght hygye.That blow 
ynge and that token they eutended woll / and ano 
nelcfre the playe / and ali they ranne towarde the 
{avycs and Komulus toke the kynges doughter 
fo he was gretelyſmyten with loue / and all that 
othcrs inthe ſame Wwyſc toke cche of them one /t 
anon they ſct them on they hozſes and fledde to- 
wardey cyte. Andthey ſhytteÞ gates ryght well 
and ſurely.There was a grete crye andgreteſozo 
weofthe faders #moders that theyz doughtcrs 
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were ſo taken awaye v ſtrengthe· But theyz we⸗ 
pyngeauapled them not. Romulus made a grete 
teeſt + wedded his ladp/xſo dyde all» others. Of 
this ſpzange grete warre.Fo2 as ſone as yp kynge 
of Sabyne myght / he came wagrete hooſt vpop 
Komapnes/butit wasno lyght thynge ro ouerco 
me them noꝛ todyſcomfyte them / for they Werery 
ght manly men./The warre endured byt wene the 
v.ycres/x on a dap when bothe hoſtes ſholdeme- 
tc togyder this thynge was gretely ſorꝛowed of 
the ladyes of Þ cyte p there ſholde be ſo grete man 
ſlaughter.nd When this Komulus was yſſued 
out of þ cyte with a grete hooſt.The quene aſſem- 
bled toaparlyament alÞladpes ofthe cyte in to a 
temple/x then ſhe whiche was ryght wyſe/ good 
+ fayze/began thus to ſap / worſhypfuilladyes of 
Sabyne/mp ryght dere ſyſters a felawes / pekno 
wep rauyllhynge p was done on vs by our houl: 
bãdes / kor Whiche cauſe our faders xfrendes ha 
th moued warretoourhuſbandes # our huſbar- 
des apenſt the. So we may not in our parte in no 
manerdetcrmyne this moztall warres /no2tobe 
mapntencd Who p cuer wyn pvyctozy:butitmult 
bc grete piudyce to vs foꝛ pfour huſbades be oucr 
come tt ought tobe to vs ploue them as reaſon is 
xp we hauc chyldzcn bythem-ryght grete loꝛo we 
a delolacyon / ã that ourlytclchyldicn ſholde bc oz 
phelynes/that is to ſap without faders, Indyfit 
happen that our huſbandeshane the vyctozp and 
pourkaders and frendes be deed and deſtroyed? 
















certes we ought to haue grete pyte foz vs there 


oldeſuche myſchyeſe happen/and that pis done 
ts benoneotherwple. ad therfozeme ſemeth 
it ſholde be grete weltheifp ony counlayle myght 
be founde by vs that peas were ſetin this warre, 
Andyfit pleaſc youto foloWeme/@doas J Gail 
do JtroWwe we ſhal come wel to our entente.Jnd 
allthc ladyes anſwered to the wozdes ofthe que- 
ne and ſayd that ſheſholde commaunde and they 
Wolde obey. Ind then the quene Wente With her 
hcere aboutcherchekes/and bare foote / and all 
others dyde it the (ame wyſe. And thoſe that had 
chpldzen bare thembytwene theyz armes# ledde 
them With them / and there was grete koylon of 
chyldzen andof women With chylde. The quene 
put herlclfe befozcin this pyteous pꝛoceſſyon and 
ſothep cameto the felderyght ther2as the batay- 
le ſholdcbe the ſame houre p they beganto afſem- 
ble. Jnd ſhe wente to putherſelfe bytwene bothe 
hooſtcs with all the company of ladyes and gen- 
tyl women ſo that they myght not aſſcmble.FozÞþ 
quenc xal the othcr ladyes bneled bytwene them 
cxyenge with an hyghe voyce, Faders #frendes/ 
ryght dere lozdes/cutyerly byloued houl bandes/ 
fo2 goddes ſake make peas/ ozelles (le vs here / ẽ 
ict vg no longer lyue, when the houſbandes awe 
theyz wyues and they chyldzen bytwenethepzar 
mes Jt is no doubteÞ thep were gretely abaſlhed 
and dyſinapde/and the ſame wyſe to the fadersto 
ſetheyz doughters it fylled theythertesful ofpyte 





Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 








by Whiche they ſoked one vpon another +beheide 
the ppte of the ladyes Whiche pzaped them ſo me- 
keiy/p Whiche cauſed bothe partyes to tourne all 
thepz wzathe andimnalpyce into amourouspyteas 
oftheſones tothe fader / ſo moche that they were 
conſtrayncd to caſt oftheyzharncys on bothe par 
tycs/and toembzaceeche other,and to make a ky⸗ 

nall peas, Komulus ledde the kyngeof Sabyne 

his fadcr in to the cpte # gretely worſhypped hym 

andalli the company.Fnd thus by the woſoome x 

vertue ofthis quene and of the other ladyes were 

the Romapnes and Sabynes ſaued that they be 

not deſtroyed. 


COfUectury thenoblelady of Rome, Ca. xxxiiij. 


[2g | Etury was anoblclady of Kome/ 
oF 4 Moder of theryght worſhypful io 
I Fs mayne named Harcyan a man of 

; vertue and counſayle, ſubtyll- and 





T1 <2 redy/Wwpſc a hardy. This worlbyp 
== fulknyghtſonc of Uctury was ſen 
tcbythe Komaynes With a gretehooſt ayenſt the 
Coꝛyens of whome he hadthe vyctory / and toksc 
the foatreſſc of Molques /koꝛ the Whiche vyctour ᷣ 
he had vpon the Coꝛyens / he was named Cotro- 
ins.Ofthis thynac this ma was ſo greteiy wor 
ypped that hchadall the gouernaiince of Reme 
But as that was athynge ryght daungcrousfq 
gourrne the people cycry man alter his cntenty* | 
: CytcofLa. V).1, 





At the laſt Romapnes were wiothe apenſt hym 
and condempned hym to be crylcd / and was ba- 
nyſChed out of Rome. But of that he conderyght 
Wwellreuenge hym. Foz he wente towarde the Co? 
ryens that ye had dylcomfyted befoze j and made 
th:m torcbelle apenſt the Romapnes / a they ma⸗ 
de hym theyz capytayue:4 Witha grete puyſſatice 
came vpon the cyte of Rome / a dyde them moche 
harme where lo cucr they wente. The Kemayns 
doubted this matter gretely/and fo2 o peryll whi⸗ 
che thep ſawe themlelfe in/they fente meſſages to 
them to treate kor the peas. But Marcyen dy: p 
ncd not to here them / and as often as thep ſente « 
auapylcd them not but cucermoze dyde themmoche 
harine.So they ſente tohym ỹbyſſhoppes / a the 
pꝛeeſtes all reucſted in veſtymentes praynge hymn 
ryght humbly kor p peas/ but it auayled not. Ind 
then the Romayns wyſt not what to do/but thep 
ſente labycs of the cyte tothe noble lady Ucturye 
modcrofMarcpcn to ptaycher thatlhe woldeta 
ke the payne to treate foz the peas vnto her ſone, 
Then this good lady Uetury departed out ofthe 
epte 4 With her thenobleſtladyes ofthe to wne / a 
in this proceſſpon ſhe wente toher fone /the whi- 
che ſone as a good knyght as foonc as he knetve 
pcompnge of his moder deſcended fromhis hors 
a wente onfote to mete her / x receyned her ryght 
humbly as a ſbnc ought to dohis modcr. Ind the 
as ſhe began topraychym for the peas heanſwes 
red that it perteyned to the moder to commaunde 
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ff loue and not to praye. And thus this noble la⸗ 
dy leddchymagapnetoRome.And by her were 
ys 7 —— pple from dyſtruccyon 
cdyde alone / that all þ clegat 
of Kome mpght not do. — 


¶ Okthe quene of Fraunce Crotylde.Ca. xxxv. 


JFgrete welthes that be come by wo 
men tobcholdethe ſpyrytualte as I 
haueſayd toÞ bcfoze. Crotylde don 
ghtcr ofthekynge of Burgopne wp 
Z<=>24vy, fc ofthe ſtronge Clodonne kynge of 
Fraunce/Wwas it not ſhcby whom p faythe of Jhe 
ſu cryſt was fyrſt bzought and ſpredde to the kyn 
gcs and pryntes of Fraunce / where myght there 
beabetter thynge done than that was phe dydc 
Foz as ſhe was made lyght With the fayth of cir 
lozdc. Ind ſhe was a good lady and an holy. She 
neuer ſcaſcdto comune with her huſbande +p2ay 
hym that he woldereccpue the faythe. and be bap- 
tyfcd-buthe woldenotaccozdetoher alwaythis 
lady ſeaſed not topzay vnto godin wepynge and 
faſtpnge that he woideenlumyne theherte of tlie 
kynge / in ſo moche pat the laſt ourlo2dc had x15e 
of her afflyceyon/xcaſpyzedpkyngermn ſuche ma⸗ 
yerepas he was ones gone to do abatayl avenſt 
Þkynge of Almaunce # the dyſcomfyrure of þ ba- 
fayiceamc vponhym.AudthenÞ kynge Clodon 
ſoo as god wolde enſpyzchym lyfted vp his cycn 
Cvtcofla. I).tr. 















towvardeheuenandby grete Aeccyon ſayd theſe 
wotdes . Almyghty god Whiche that þ quenemy 
wyfe byleucth and woryppethlet thyne infpny- 
te grace ſhyne on'me this daye toheipe meinthis 
batayle.and Þ pzompyſe the p Jſhall receyuethy- 
nc holy faythe.hchad no ſonet ſayd theſe wozdes 
but that the dede of the batayle tournedto hym 4 
had the plapne vyctozy.Then he pclded thankyn- 
gestoourlozdeandretourned home with grete 
comforte and Joye / and recepued baptyme With 
the quene andall his barons/and after al the peo 
pie. And from that houre vnto this dayour lozde 
bathe ſtretchedhis grace ſooplenteouſly on vs þ 
the faythe fapledneuer ſythinFraunce/and all by 
thc pꝛayers ofthis good lady and ho'p quene /ne 
there was neuer kyngeheretyke wozſhypped by 
god as there hathe ben ofdpuers other kynges x 
Empcrourcs /thewhiche thynge is gretely to be 
p2ayſcd in them. And therfoxc they be called very 
cryſtcu pcople.JfJ wolde tellthe allþ grete wel⸗ 
thes that cometh by women the v2ptynge ſholde 
be to grete. But yet vpon the actethat toucheth 
ſpy2ytualte/howe manyholy marty2S haue there 
ben comforted/harbourcd/andrefreſſhedby wo- 
men/Wpucs/and wydowes . Jfthou wylte rede 
thou ſhaltefynde that it pleaſed godthat all for Þ 
mooſt parte in they: aduerſytees +4 martyzdomes 
were comforted by wornen/not onely themarty- 
rcsbut alſo the appoſties ſaynt Poule and other! 
and in the fame wyſe Jheſhcryſt was refreſſhed 
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and comfoztcd by women. CAndy frenſſhe men 
that haue in ſoo grete devocyon the body of ſaynt 
Denys a good cauſe why-foz hc bought fyrit rhe 
kaythe in tofraunce-haue not they that blcilyb bo 
dy/and Þ bodyes alſo ofhis bleſſyd fclawes ſaynt 
Kuft:ke and ſaynt Elenthere thrughe the helpe of 
a woman. Fo: the tyzaunt that made them to be 
heeded ordeyned that the bodpes ſholde be caſt in 
to the ryucr of Sapnc / and they that ſholde haue 
done it put the bodyes in a ſacke to bere it thyder. 
and they were harboured with good woman a 
wedowe whiche was named Catule, the whiche 
opened the ſacke and toke out Þ holy bodres a put 
intothe ſacke deed hooges. And buryed theſe ho- 
iy marty2cs as worſhypfuily as ſhc conde in her 
owne houſe. And ſct wꝛytynge ouer them top en 
tente thatin tyme to come they ſholde be knowne 
Indlongetymeaftcr alſo by a womaͤ there was 
made kyrſt a chapcilm thc honourc ofthem.That 
was by my lady ſaynt Gcuenyenc tyll vnto that 
tyme that the goodkynge offraunce Dangobert 
founded the chyzche thatis nowe there. 


C 'Dere it ſpeketh ayenſt themp ſayþ13 not good 
that women ſholdclcrne letters. Ca. xxtvje 


Fter theſe thynges before layd. Þ Xft- 

ne ſayd thus.Madame TJ ſc wellthat 

many grete welthes cometh bywomẽ 

And yf onpcupyll hauc m_—_ cd by ony 
tt. 
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euyll women / neuertheles it ſemeth me that there 


ben many mo welthescome bp good Womnen/-#in | 
the ſame wyſe by wyſe women / and by thein that 


hauclerned ſcycnces/ of whom thereis mencpon 
madcbefoze-by the whiche Þmeruaple gretelp of 
thc opynyon of ſome men that ſaye/that thep wol 
de not inno wyſe that theyz doughters oz wyues 
oꝛ kynneſwomen (holde lerne ſcyencesand that it 
ſhoide apayre they cõdycyõs. ¶ Anſwere. Thou 
mayſt ſe well by that thatalthe oppnyons of men 
be not founded vponrecaſon /aþthey haue wzon⸗ 
ge. for it ought not to be pzeſumed that of know- 


yn ze the ſcyence moral and they that lerne vertue 


thc condycyonsSofthem — not to be enpayzed 
by that/but itis nodoubtepthep nobled therby x 
am-ndcdhoweisit thought that he that icrueth 
a good leſſon of doctryne ſholde enpapre. ¶ This 
thynge is not to ſay ncto ſulteyne/ Jſaynotthat 
it is good that aman 01a vomanlſho'de ſtudpin 
ſcycnces of ſozcery/02 of ſuche as ben fozbydden. 

Fo: it is not foꝛ nought that the chyzche hathe put 
th:mout ofths comune vſage/but that women 
apapreth with connyngeit is not well to byleue. 
¶ Quintus Ortencyus was not ofthe ſame opy 
nyonpwas agreterethoweyen in Rome andaſo 
ucrayne endytoure. The ſamemanhada dough; 
ter named Hortence wiome he loued moche fox þ 
dubtylneſte ofher wytte / and made her to lerne let 
tres / and to ſtudy in the foreſayd ſcyence of retho- 
ryke / wherokſhe lerned ſoo moche that not onely 


4 
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as Boeace ſayth ſherefembled her faderby Wytte 
and good remembzaunce andin all facultcs /but 
alſo of well ——— Aand of all ordre of ipe- 
kynge ſo well that he paſſcdherinnothynge.Jnd 
tothe purpoſe of that» is (ayd aboue of Lwelthe þ 
cometh by women. The Welthe p cometh by this 
woman and by hcr connynge wasamonge other 
that inp tyme that Rome was gouerned by thze 
men /this woman Youtenee toke vpon her to ſfu⸗ 
ſteyne the canſcs of women and todemeane that 
thata man durſtenot take on hande/ that was of 
certayne charges that one wolde put vpon them 
andonthey araymentes in p tyme of neccſſytes 
of Rome.And thecloquence of this woman was 
fo fayze that ſhe wag herde with noleffe wyll tha 
hcrfadcr was/and gate her cauſe. ¶ In the ſame 
Wpſe to ſpcke ofmotenewe tyme without lokyn- 

ge aftcr oldchyſtozycs. JohfiIndzy aſolempne ie 

gyſtcr of Bctoynela Grace / Was not of the ſame 

opynyon that it was cuyli that Women Were let⸗ 
fercd/as to this fayzc youghter/and good;that he 

loued fo moche whiche was namedNonuelic ma 

deher to lerne letters / a lhye had the lawes p when 
he was occupyed in ony buhmeſſe by Wwhiche he 

myght not entende torcde leſſons of his ſcolers 

he ſcntNouuclichis ydonghtcr in his place torcde 

toþfcolers in chayc/atoÞ ententeÞher beaute 

oldcnothurtc $thonght ofthemy ſic tanghte 

(chad a lytell curtyne brfore her a byſiche ma⸗ 

nere ſhe fullylled þ decrupacyons of her fader who 


a 


I * 






































remembzauncemadeanotabieletterofa boke of 
lawe that he calledjt afterthe name ofhis dough 


was anaturall phyloſophzc had not that opynyo 
that women ſholde not lerne letters;/but in ſo mo 
che that he ſawe ſhe enclyned to lernynge as thou 
knoweſt well he had grete pleaſure ofit. And by 
blamc of thy moder Wwhiche bythe comune opyny 


on of women thou were taryed in thy pouthe to | 


entre moꝛe in the depneſſe of ſcyences. But as the 
p2oucrbe ſaythe-thatnature gyucth mape not be 
caken awaye. Soitmap not hurte the felyngeof 
connyngethat thouhaſt gadzed togyder the lytel 


droppes ofthe whiche J trowe that thou Weneſt | 


| - be not ofiptcll valure /but thouholdeft chepm in 
: grete treaſoure and Without fapie thou haſte cau 
{c. And J xpine anſwered. Madame that you (ap 

iS as trucas the Pater noſter. 


C Here xpine to xvghtwuſneſſe andſheanſwere- 

th agapnlt they ſaye thexe be but fewe women, 

chaſte/and tclleth of Suſaune.Ca... ;-- | 
— LO gre nn, WE EI! 

==7% AdamctothatÞ Jſcthat theſcgrete 

RA > welthes 4 all verturs maybefounde 

in\vomen.. Ind whens cometh, it þ 





* | theſe men ſayethat there bebut fe we 
Ezled Wouncu chaſt. Jud yijtbe l0/al other, | 
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ter Nouuclle, Sotherebenot many men that be | 
wyle of the opynyon aboueſayd. ¶ Thy fader p | 


xxxvij. 


he loued lo moche / chat lor to put h name dt her in 





vertues ſholde be as nought in ſo moche p chap 
te ſholde be the mooſt fonerayne vertue in a wb⸗ 
man.BntbyÞ Jhaue herde you ſay it is all other 
wyſe. CInſwere.Bythatthat J haue ſayd to 
truely and that thou knoweſt is open ynoughe 
contrary.Jund yet J thynke to ſaye a alwaye (hall 
COofhowe many wozſhypful ladycs chaſte ſpe 
keth holy (crypture/Whiche rathcr chaſe the dethe 
than to bꝛeke they: chaſtpte/and cienneſflc of body 
and ofthought/ſo as the fayze and goo Suſanne 
the wyfe of Joachym that was aman ofÞiygna 
geof Jewes ryche and ofgrete auctozyte.Andas 
vpon a tyme this good laÞy ſpozted her alone ina 
gardyne/there entred to her two falſe oide preſtes 
and requyzed her to ipnne with them and ſue al- 
waye denyed them.By Whiche when they ſave þ 
thepy praycranaylednot they manaſed her to ac- 
cuſcher to the Juſtyce /and to put onher that fic 
was foundeWaponge man, And when ſc herde 
theyz manaſcs for cuſtome was there that wo- 
men founde 11 inche cate were ſtoned to the dethe 
ſhe fayd than enuyronned with anguyſſhe in cue⸗ 
ryparte.Jf do not that theſe men requyre me J 
ſhall hzneco:poralldethe.JndyfJdoitcF offeride 
before the facc ofmy creatonre. Sut not for thar it 
{9 better to be innocent and ſuffre coxpo1ail dethe 
then fall by ſynne in tothewathe of my loꝛde god 
Ind then tryed Suſanne and the people that we- 
re within tame anone / and to ſay ſhortly ſo moche 
wytnelſe thele falſe pzeeftes made that Suſanne 
CitcofLa. Jl. 











was condempned to thedethe . But god whiche | 


oupded alwapefoz his frendes opened the mou 
the ofpprofptc Danyel whichetyagayongechpi 
de bytwene thc armes of his moder þ whiche whe 
they ledde Suſanne to the Jugement with grete 
multytude of people þ wente weppnge after her 
cryed xſaydp the innocent Suſanne was Juged 
by grete wꝛonge. So ſhe was ledde home agay⸗ 
nec x the falſe pzceltes betterexrampned were foun 
de by they2 confeſſpon culpable.And the innocent 
——— was delyuered and they wereJuged to 
the dethe. 


CofSara the wyfe ofJbzaham.Ca. xxxviij. 


JA F the chaſtpte # goodneſle of Sarra 
Vi peketh the byble aboute the.xx. cha- 
7 pytre of Geneſis, This womã was 
d Patel A wyfe ofAbzaham Þ gretePatryarke 
LEY Moche good thynge is there ſapd of 
her int hoip ſerypture whiche that F leuc to tell the 
fo: ſhoꝛtneſſe. But of her chaſtyte may one ſaye to 
thc purpoſe that we ſpake of befozc that there ben 
fayzc women pnowe that be chaſte . Foz ſhe was 
of ſoſonerapne beaute that in her tyme ſhe paſſed 
all other women/fo moche that many pzynces co 
ueted her/but ſhe was ſo true that ſhe dyſdepned 
not to here theym.wherof amongeall the others 
that coueytcd her was the kynge Pharao /inſos 
moche that he toke her awaye by ſtrengthe frome 
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herhuſbande.But the grete goodneſle ofher whi 
che yet paſſed her beaute deſpzed of god that ſhe ſo 
ued (oo tenderiy that he Wolde kepe her frome all 
maner of vylanpes. Ind almyghty godherpnge 
her petycyon tourmented ſo moche Pharao and 
his people bothe of body and ofherte by greuous 
ſpkenelles and dyuers vpſytacyons / that he tou⸗ 
ched her neuer / and ſo was he conſtrapned to pcl- 
deher agayne, 


COfRebecca. Capitulo. — txxix. 


XEbecca the wyfe of Pſaacthe Patry 
tz << arke fader of Jacob wasnot moche 
<2» iclletoprayle than the fayze x good 
22% 2 Sarra./This Rebcceaig meruapl: 
— — louſly pzapſed in holy ſcripture of dy 
ucrs thynges.Indiit isWw2yteti of her in the. xxiiij. 
chapytre ofthe fyzſte boke of byble/that (he was 
fo good / wyle / and honeſt / that ſhe was cnſample 
of chaſtyte vnto all women that knewe her , Ind 
With that ſye barc her meruapllouſly mckely to- 
wardeherhouſbande/and ſoo ſpmply that ſhe (c- 
mednot thar ſhe wag alady/and therfozcÞ good 







man Jſaac worſhypped her / andloued her mer: 


tayllouſly well.C.But this good woman Licbee 
ca hadde ofalmyghty god a better gyfte than the 
loue ofher houſbande fo her grete chaſtytc and 
goodnelle. ¶ Fo2 this noble lady that was ſo mo 
che in thc loue and in the grace of our loꝛde Iheſu 
CytcofLa. J.ij. 








chadit (ogretely þ notwithſtaudyngeſhe wag 
J—— god gaue her two chyldzenin one 


Wombe whiche was Jacob and Eſau/of home | 


came thelygnages of Jiraell.. | 


CSfthenoble woman Ruth.Ca. - Wk} 
emaF good ladyes and chaſteJmpyght tel | 







48 che of whiche holp ſcryptũte mabeth 
ESP ncncyon whiche Jlcue fo: ſhozten's 


SACIS1uth was a noble lady ga good Wht- | 





> SFM he defſended ofÞIygnage of Pauyd 
the prophete. She was ryght chaſte, and in lyke- 
wpyſc in her wydowyode of ryght gretelonets hcr 
huſbandeasit appe:ed.Foxthegretelonethat ſhe 
had tohym When he was deed te foꝛſoke Her oW 
ne couũtre / and nacyon / and wente to dwelle and 
vicher lyfe with the Jcwes of the whiche lygua- 
ge her huſbande came/and dvclled with his ow- 
nemodcr. And to ſay ſhoztly this noble ladp was 
ſo goodandchaſtcthat thcre was a bokemadc of 
hcr/and of her lpfe/in the Vhiche theſe thynges be 
foze ſayd be yten. 


COfPpcnolope wyke ofUlyres. Ca. xlj. 
—7challe ladyes paynymes there be 


& founde ynowe ryght good and Woz- 
fe ſhypfullindyuers cronycles Peno- 







— 
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lope the wykeofpyynce Ulyres was | 


gha vertuous lady / a amonge other vertuesþ 
e had ſhe wag gretely pꝛayled fox her chaſtpte/a 
many dpuers hyſtozyes maketh menepon of her. 
Foz this ladp al the whyle pher huſbande was ar 
the ſpegebefoze Trope yp endured. x.yeres/ſhe go- 
uerned her ryght wyſely.Jnd notwithſtandynge 
phe wasrequpzed of many kynges andpyynces 
fox bycauſc þ ſhe was ſo fapze / ſhe Wolde not her: 
kentothemnox here them ſpeke. And ſhe was wr 
fe #pzudent/x deuoute to her goddes/x of fayre * 
good behauynge. Znd alſo aftcr þdpſtruccyon of 
Troye ſhe abode her ſaydhuſbande other.r.yeres 
#men ſuppolcd that he was peryſſhed 1 the (cc, 
Wherethere were many peſtylences , And when 
he was come home he founde her beſyeged With 
akyngep wolde hauchad hcr by ſtrengthe in ma 
ryage. Fo: her grete beaute and chaſtyte/ her huſ 
bande camein the guyſc ofa Pylgryme a cnquy- 
red ofhcr/x when hehcrde good tydynges of her 
he wasryght Joyous. Andhchadgrete Joye of 
his yunge ſons Thelomachus whiche he lefte w 
herryght lytell and he founde hymn then parfrtely 
growne. Ind J Xfineſayd thus. Madame by 3 
that Jhaue herde you ſape ; theſe foreſayd ladyes 
icftenot to be chaſte thoughe thep Were fave. ſo: 
many mcu ſay that ofgrete papne there be fornde 
ony fayze omen chaſte. C Anſwere. Thoſe po 
ſape faylcth. Foz thcrebe /hathe ben, and ſhall be 
fapze women chaftc, 


CyteofLa. T.it. 









¶ Here it ſpeketh apenſtthem that ſaye that itis 
a papne foz to fynde ony fayze woman chaſte. 
Wupiitulss ; TSR xlij. 


Aryamyze was a woman of Ebꝛue 
doughterofkpnge Iryſtobolus/lhe 
FAN 1104s of fo grete beauterhat not one- 
? FA lp jn that tyme men Wende that ſhe 

Shad paſſed and ercededallotherÞ 0- 

















2 4 — 
men in beaute / but they Juged her that ſhe was 
rather a celeſtyallymage godly / than a moztall 

woman/and p fygure of her was payntedinata- 

ble and ſente tokynge Anthony of Egypte / whi 

che fo: the grete meruapyle of ſuche beante ſapd / # 

Juged that ſhe was doughter ofJupyter the god 

Fot he wolde not byleuethat (he myght be engen 

dred by a mottallman . Thts lady notWwithſtan- 

dynge herexcellent beaute and» ſhe wastempted 

and aſſayed tobe had of dyuers gretepzynces / x 

kynges. Neuerthcleſſeby grete vertuc # ſtrength 
of couraceſhe refyſted all-xfo2 Þſhe was themo- 

re prayſed + moze ſyynyng2 in renoWne. And yet 

ſhe was more to pꝛayſe / in ſo moche that ſhe was 
weddedryght eupll/thatis to knowe /to Hcrode 

Inthypatcr kynge of Jewes Whiche was a man 

of grete cruelte/and alſo he had made to be ſſayne 

the bꝛoder of this good adp/fo2 the whiche cauſe 

and many others that he dyde to her ſhe hadhym 

in hate. Bu! *o2al thatſheclcftenencrtobea good 

woman ano chaſte . Ind yet with this ir came to 
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theknoWledge ofthis lady that he had ozdepned 
that yfhe dyed befozeher/that ſhe{holde be ilapne 
anone after tothe cntente that none other cholde 
haue the poſſeſſyon of ſo gretc beautc after hym. 


¶ Alſo the lame purpole of anthony wyfe of Dzu 
ſc Tpbere bzoder of thenoble Emperoure Nero, 
Capitulo, *Fltlj. 


Oꝛ that that one ſayth comunelp pit 
is as ſtronge athyngepa fayze wo: 

an maye kepe her amonge yonge 
men + courtyours deſyzous of loue 
EAZAXS without takynge/agitts tobe amon 
gc the flambes offyze without bzennynge / Well 
ſhe coude defende her the fayze # good Anthonye 
wpfe of D11e Thyberebzoderof Nero the Em⸗ 
pcroure. This lady dwelled in the floure ofher ſo 
uerayne beaute + grene youthe wedowe of Dau⸗ 
ſeThybereher huſbande whiche his bzodcrNero 
had ſlayne with poyſon / whcrofthis noble lady 
had ſo greteſo20We that Che purpoſed neucr after 
tobe maryecd.but to lyue in chaſtyte-Þ whiche pur 
poſeſhehelde as longe as ſhe lyued ſoholp þ there 
wag neuer paynyme lady that had grettcr pray 
ſynge of chaſtyte . So ſhe dyde of this thynge ſoo 
moche mote tobe pzayſedas Bocace ſaythe that 
in this chaſtyte acontynucnceſhe was abydynge 
amongein the courte amonge þyonge luſty pco- 
ple-freſſhe 4 Jolploucrs lyuynge courtely.There 
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ſhe vſedher lyfe without ſpotte of ony blame / oꝛ 
ofony maner of lyghtneſle/the whiche thyngeas 
the auctoure ſaythe is worthy too be lyfted vpin 
ptayſpnge/ſoo as of a yonge woman rpght excel: 
lent in beaute whiche was the doughter of Mar- 
ke Inthonye that leddehis lyfe full (pnfully, But 
not foz that the lewde cnſamples that ſhe ſawe/ 
made her neuer to falle/but that ſhc abode alwap 
inchaltytc amonge the bꝛennynge fyzes / and it 
was noo iytcll whple /but that ſhe wag perſeue- 
raunt tyll that ſhe dped foz age.Offuche that we⸗ 
re fayzeand chaſte lyupnge amonge the Wozlde- 
ly pcople/and alfo tn courteamongetheyongelu- 
{ty folkes/ofenſamples Jmghtfynde the ynowe 
and at this dayc alſo/no2 doubtethe notbut there 
ben many thoughe that the euyll tongues Iyſteth 
fo: too ſaycſhzewdelp, C And of ſuche good and 
chaſtc ladyes ledynge they: lyues amonge theſe 
wouldecly pcople ſpcketh Ualcry of this noble and 
worthy lady Sulpyce / the whiche was of greate 
beaucec / and pet ſhe was named the mooſt chaſte 
amongc all the ladyes of Kome, 


C Hcrett ſpcketh agaynſt them that ſaythe 
that women Wolde be rauy\Thed/and gy- 
neth cnſamples ofdpucrs.and fpyſteit 
ſpcketh of thenoble and Wwozthy lady 
Lucreſfe, wyfe of Tarquyne Colla- 

tyn. Capitulo. 


xliiij. 
















- —— 



















vbvlcue it wellthat ye ſaye and J am 
Ae Ped cure that there ben ynoWe fayze wo? 
PRE men chaſte/ andthat can kepe them 
{ZS pL JJ fromthe awayte ofthe deceyuours/ 
pet it greueth me of that thatmany men ſay that 
Women wolde berauyſſhed/and that it dyſpleaſe 
ththemnot thoughe they ſape the contrary with 
theyzmouthe , But it were a grete thynge toma: 
ke me tobylcueit thatit Were agreablc to theym. 
C AInſwvere.Doubteitnot fapze frende /tyat itis 
noopleaſaunceto theſe chaſte ladyes of yerte and 
thought to be rauyſſhed / but it is to theymryght 
grete ſorowe abcue all other /and that it be true 
there be many of them that haue ſhewed it by fay- 
re enſamples.As of Lucres the ryght noble wo⸗ 
man of Kome;ſoucrayneinchaſtyte amonge all þ 
ladyes of Kome Wwpfe of thenoble Tarqupnc Col 
latyn/x as Tarquyne the proWde ſone of the yn 
ge was taken wtth the louc ofthis lady Lucres: 
and durſtnot tell it her / foz the grete chaſtyte that 
ſhewag of / but dyſpapzed to come therto by gyt: 
tes 02 pzaycr.Sohe thought to come to it by cau 
tele he ſapd Þ he was Well byloued with her hul⸗ 
bande by whiche he entred in tohcrhouſe when 
it pleaſed hym / by the whiche as in atymehe Wol 
dego thyder when hc knewe verely thathcr houſ- 
bande Was not athome/and ſhe receyuedhymry 
ght wozypfully as hp whiche ſhe thought was 
aryght good frende toherhouſbande, Suk Tar» 








FIXTISHen Jxþineſaydthus.Madame J 
bs 









quyne Whiche thought all otherwpſe dydeſo mo⸗ j by the enſample of Lucreſſe, Ind theſe thynges 


che that he eutredatnyghtin toherch 
Whiche ſhe was gretely aferde.And to ſap ſhozte- 
ly when ye had ſpoken ynoughe bp grete pꝛomy⸗ 
ſes/gyftes/and offres that hempghtdo his wyll 
With her/# ſawe that all auayled not/he toke his 
ſwerde #manaced her tollee her yfſhe ſpake one 
woꝛde / but that ſheſholde conſente tohis Voyll / a 
ſhe anſWered that heſholdcſjeherhardelp fozſhe 
loued moꝛe to dyethan to conſente. TarquyneÞ 
ſawc that nothynge auayled hym / aduyſedhym 
of another grete malyce / and ſayd that he wolde 
tellit openiyÞhehad founde her with oneof her 
ſeruauntes/and to ſay ſhoztelylhe was ſo gretes 
ly aferde of this thynge thynkpugeþ folkcs wol- 
de ſoone bylcue ſuche a thynge by the wordes of 
hym ſhe ſuffred his ſtrengthe, But pet myght not 
Lucreſſe berc pacyentely this grete dyſpleaſure/ 
wherfoze when it was dapeſhe ſente to ſeke her 
Juſbande, and her fadcr andkynneſfolke Vohiche 
were Þ gretteſt of Rome / # when thep were come 
to her ſhe tolde them With grete wepynges and 
waplyngesthat whiche was donetoher.Ind as 
hcrhouſbande and kynneſfolkes ſawe her i ſoo 
grete ſorowe recomkoztedher / ſhe dzewe a knyfe 
that ſhe had vnder hcr gowne ſayenge /thoughe 
it bc ſo that Jclereme ofthis ſynne} and J ſhewe 
mpne Jnnocence-ncuerchelcſſe J delyuer menot 
from tourment-no2 Jput me out ofpayne inefro 
hens fozthe thereſhat neucr woman lyue ſhamed 
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ſapd/bygretetrengtheſhe fyredÞ knyfe into her 
dzeſt and felldowne dyenge in ſyght ofhcr huſ⸗ 
bandeand frendes.So they ranne alas they had 
bcnout ofthemſelfe vpon this Tarquyne and fox 
this cauſe all Rome was moned / and chaſed the 
kpnge out of the tone a they wolde haue lapne 
his ſone yf they myghthaucfouudehym.Fnd nc- 
ner (pth there was no kyngein Rome bycauſe of 
this grete outrage done toLucres/ 4 as ſome ſap 
fo: bycauſe ofher there wasa lawe mave that pf 
ony man that rauyſſhed a woman ſholds dyc the 
Whichelaweis conuenable and Juſte. 


COfthe ſame purpoſe of queneof Gauſcgres, 
Capitulo. »y, 
. Ell tothe purpoſe aboucſapd the hy⸗ 


A040 tozy maketh mencyon ofÞ noble que 
*| fx [neX wyke of D2gyagontes kynge of 
MAZE Gauſegres.Jthappened in the tyme 
Py whenthe Komapns made they; gre: 

tc conqueſtes vpon ſtraungersþ this layd kynge 
was taken by the ſayd Romapnes in a bataple x 
his wpfe Whym/x whethep were at thepz lodgyrt 
gepnoblequcne whiche was ryght fayze/ſymple 
« chaſte pleaſed gretely one ot conſtables ofthe 
ſapd hooſt ofRome whiche had taken the kynge 3 
her. So he praped 4requpzed her by grete offrcs;/ 
but whenheſawc that pzapers auayled hym not/ 
belefteof and ſpake no moꝛe. Then this noble las 





dyhad grete ſorꝛowe fox the wꝛonge that this con 
able dyde to her /and lheleftenottothyniie hoo 
ſhe myght be reuenged. So lhe taryed ẽ dylympy⸗ 
led tpll the ſawe her tyme / and when ſhe ſawe that 
the raunſome was bzoughtkoz todelpuer herhuſ 
bande and her/thc lady wolde this money ſhol- 
debepayde to (apd conſtable thebepnge preſent 
To whoin ſhe {ayd that ſhe wolde thathe ſholde 
Wape the golde totheentetite thathe ſholdehaue 
noo Wonge/and thathe were not deceyued. Jnd 
When lye ſawe that heentended to wap the golde 
that there was noae ofhis people aboutc yym. 
'Thelady toke aknyfeand ſmote hym in the thzo- 


tc aid tiewe hym / and ſmoteothis hede s with: | 


out ony trouble brought it to her hucbande a tol- 
de hym howe ſhe had done; and howe ſhe hadre- 
uenged her wzonge, 


Cyetofthe ſame/andofÞladyegof Sycambues 
and othcr maydens.Ca. rv}. 


' Lo thoughe Ymaye gyuc theenſam 
* pleS ofmarped Women of whome J 
l inyght telltheynonghcof whomthe 
| ſo20:vcfobcrauyſſhed was impozta 

men © ble; Ylhalltellthe of wydowes and 
maydens. ¶ Sylponne was a woman of Gtece! 


—— — 










and ſhe was taken a rauyſſhed with maryners # 
fcommers of9fee/Whiche were enemyes to that | 
Gountre-the whiche lady as ſhe that wag ofgrete | 
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beaute was requyzed by them ryght gretely. Ind 
when ſhe ſawe that ſhe myght not Sk out to 
berauyThed ſhe had this rypnge in to grete abho 
mynacyon and dyſpleatannce that ſhe had leucr 
to dye. And thertozelhelepte in to plec/and was 
dro wned. C Alſo the Sycambees Whichcnowe 
ben calledFrenlThme allayled on a tyme amonge 
other the cytc of Kome witha gretchooſt 3a mit 
tytude ot people.And in hope that they ſholde ha⸗ 
ue deſtroyed the cyte thep bought theyr wpucsw 
them and thepz chyldzen. Anditc happcned that þ 
dyſcomfycurccourncy vpon pSpycambaes / whe 
theyr wpucs ſa we that/thep counſayled amonge 
themþ1it was better to dye in defendpnge theyz 
chaltyte. Foz thepknewey after P vlage of warre 
they lholdeberaupſſhed chan tobe deed:y dyſho- 
noured, Do they made kortreſtes aboute then w 
they charvottes andeartes armed them apenſt 
»Gomapnes / and thep defended them as moche 
as ther myght audflewemany of them - but at þ 
laſt they werefiaynepÞ mooſt parte ofthepin, And 
thoicthat were lcfteontpuc prayed with Jopncd 
handes that they wolde not touche them mno vp 
lany and that they myght vſe the endeof theyr ly 
ues in ſeruynge in the temple of maydens of the 
goddelleUclta.But fox that thatitwas notgran 
tcdtothemthey wolde ſie themrather thantobe 
rauyllhed. ¶ Alſo of maydens in lyhe wpſe fo as 
of Uy2gynethenoble maydeoftKome Whiche the 
iſe Juge Claudyen trowed tohaue bycantelc x 
CrtcofLa. Bf. 








by fozce/and when he ſawe þ pzaper auapledhym 
not / but ſhe notwithſtandyngeher grene yonthe 
had leuer todyc than toberaupyſlhed . ¶ Alſo the⸗ 
re was a cyterakeninLombardy by thcenemyes 
Whiche thatſlewe the lozde . The doughters of Þ 
ſayd lorde Whiche wereryght fapzc in fo moche p 
thcy thought they (holde be ſolde toberauyſſhed/ 
they pourneped them ofa ſtraunge remedy /foz þ 
Whiche they Were gretely topzayſe, Foz they toke 
the fleſſhc ok chekyns rawe and put it in theyz bo- 
ſomes/ſo it wasanone cozrupte by hete/wherof it 
happened that when thep p wolde rauyſſhe them 
came nyghe to them and they felte p ſtpnke anone 
they lefte them caynge. O goddes howe theſe lom 
bardes ſtynke.But that ſtpnkynge made them to 
ſmell ryght ſwete. 


¶ Pꝛoues agaynlt that p one ſpeketh of ỹ?7 incon⸗ 
ſtaunce of women.xp̃ine ſpeketh x ryghtwyſnes 
anſwereth ofÞinconſtaunce and fragyipte of dy⸗ 
uers Emperoures.Ca. xlvy. 


7 Adameyetellmec meruayllous con- 







grete courage of women; what my⸗ 


I ght one ſayemoze ofthemooſt tron | 

<kSAEAY gclt men that eucr Were / pet aboue | 
all vpces that menand alſo the bokegſapto be of | 
Women crpeth all of one voyce vpon them) þ thep | 
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be varyable/Jnconſtaunte/chaun geable/lyght/x 
of frapie courage/boWwyngeaschpidzen. Ire thefe 
men then lo conſtaunnte that they map not varp 
and it is a grete thynge todo that ſo moche accu- 
ſeth women of inconſtaunce. Certes pkthep do to 
moche it is ryght lewde and euylſemynge to aſke 
ofanothera vertue that they can not haue them- 
lelfe, CInſwere.Fayzeſweteloue haſtenot thou 
alwapeherde ſay thatafole perceyueth better the 
lytcll mote in face ofhis neyghbourc then he be- 
holdeth the grete beme hangeth oucr his owne 
eye, So Jlhallſhewe the grete contradyceyon in 
that that theſe men ſayeſo moche ofthe varyaun 
ceof women./They accozde all gencrally that wo 
menby nature beryght trayle /and pet theſe men 
deſpze that women Molde be of grtterconftaunce 
then thep can be themſeife. Foz thoſe that fo callc- 
th themſclfe to be ſo ſtronge and of fo noble condp 
cyon / vet they mayenotholdethemfrom kallynge 
tn tomanyryght gretedefantes and ſynnes and 
knowe well that they myſſe take aud theylabou⸗ 
reſo moche to the women that yfony of them fail 
i ony dekaute of whiche they arc the caufe and by 
they2 cautaplcs they hauedzawne them thcrto by 
grete papne and iaboure/yct tyth they name they 
loo frayle they ought in ſome wpſc tor to ſuppo:te 
they2 fragplpce;andnottocallealytcllfaurca gre 
te cryme yetthey lyſt not to ſupporte them but nia 
kcth and ſaythe many greate grycfcs of theym, 
Indthey denayenot to callc theymſtronge and 
CyteofLa. K ll, 

































conſtaunte when they endure theyr grete outra⸗ 
ges.Jnd thus at all purpoſestheſc men wolde hg 
uetherpght from them. And of p thou haſt ſpoke 

pnoughe1in thy pyſtle ofthe god of loue. But to 
thou demaunbcitme pftheſc men be lo itronge ã 
ſo conſtauntec that they haue cauſe toblame other 
of thcyz conſtaunce . Jithou beholde ſyth Þ ages 
and auncyent tyme vnto this daye by the bokes x 
by that thou haſte lene in thyne age / and at all ty⸗ 
mes theumapylt ſe1t bekore thyne eyes / not onely 
in ſymple men, no2 oflowe eltate/but of gretteſt 
thon mayſt knowe Pp pcrfeccyon of thepz conſtaun 
ce / Wwpll not ſapc abſolutely that itis with them 
ſo generally as they ſay of women but as it hathe 
ben, and is in ſome of theym. ¶ Ind foz that that 
pfrhcrebeinthecourageof menno inconſtaunce 
but accule the women of p vyce.Takehedenowe 
here. and 5 ſhall gyue the cnſamples of þ gretteſt 
pryntes and moolt lyfted vp in eſtate / whiche isa 
thynge not pertcynynge top ſame vyce more thi 
in others without ſckyngetn more aũcyent ages 
¶ where was there cuer courage of women (oo 
fraple noz fo cuyll accuſtomed and leſſe conſtaunt 
then was the Emperour Claudyen . He was ſoo 
varyablep what ſo cucrhe ozdepned in onc houre 
he dyſpyſed it in anothcr-and there was ncuer tg 
blencs founde in his wozde/he accozved to all coũ 
ſayle.Hccauſed his wyfe tobe ſlayne byhis crucl 
te/and after at nyghthe,aſked wherfoze ſhe came 
not tobcdde,andcommanndedhis ſcruauntes 


M4 
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hehad madeſinyte oftheyz heedestocome #plap 
with hym. This Emperoure was of (o caytyfe a 
courage that he trembled alwape /noz he truſted 
no body/Jcannot telltheallthe ſhzewvencſſe of 
the condycyons ofthis lewde Emperoure /butþ 
he wasfull offragplyte, ¶ Tybere p Empcroure 
what was he moze Wzothe: allin conſtaunce / all 
varyaunce/all flpppernefſe was moz cnhym tha 
cucr was foundc in woman, 


¶ Of Nero the crucll Empcroure.Ca. xlviij. 


Nd Nero that was he/ ſyth we be en: 
rrcdinthe dedes of Emperourcs. Of 
thisNcro the grete varyablencilc ap 
E pcred. Foz at ybegyunynge he was 
0 good pnoughe and dydc his payucto 
plcaſc all pcople.But afterhehad no refrayne of 
his lechery/ofhis raupne / noz ofhis cruelte and 
to exercyſe it the moze/often tymes he armed hym 
bynyght and wente with his glotons andhis fe⸗ 
lawcs to vnthzyfty places playcngeand Japyn⸗ 
geby the ſtrctes/dopnge all ſhzewdencs i to fyn- 
dc occaſyon todo ſh:cwdely / heſhouldzed them þ 
hemette/xpfthey ſpake ony worde other he ol: 
de wounde them oz ſic them. He brake taucrnes 
Xdo2esoflewdchouſcs/he tokewomen by ſtreng 
the / wherby he was almooſtſlayncones of huC: 
bande ofa woman that hc hadrauyſſhed.Veicte 
makebathcs for lewdeneſle / and etc and drauke 
CytcofLa. K.ilj. 








allthe nyght and ſlepteÞ day. He ozdepnednowe | 
one thynge nowe another/as his toly ſtp2edhym | 
to do dyuers thynges.Ill lechery / al ſuperlluytes 
all pzydc/and al mancr thoughtes of foly was in ! 
hym/he haunted al eupil/he louednoughty folkcs 
and tourmented the good , Ye was conſentynge : 


ro þ dethe of yis fadet # of his moder / # When he 
was deed he made her to be opcned tolecthe place 
where he was concepued. Ind when hehad ſcne 
it he (ayd that ſhe was a fayze woman When ſhe 
{pued. He fleWwe his wyke Octoupene that wag ry 
ght a good woman / and toke another y he loued 
moche at Þ begpnnynge! x after ſlewe her /helete 
(le a kynneſwoman of his owne bycauſc ſhe wol 
de not be maryed tohym/he made toſle his Iptell 
doughter within the age of. viz. yeres bycauſe one 
barchcr to playe with a dukes ſones.He lete ſle ᷣ 
nobic phyloſophꝛe Sencke Whiche was his map 
ſtcr. Fo that thathe was alwape aſhamed when 
he ſawe hym / he enpoyſoned hisp2ouoſt faynynge 
phe wolde hele hym agayne he enpoyſoned With 
metes and drynkes allp noble auncyent prynces 
and barons of grete auctozyterhathad grete go- 
ucrnaunce hemade toſichts aunte / and toke her 
goodes he made to deſtroye all thenobles of Ko⸗ 
me and put them in cryle/and deſtroyed they? chyl 
dren he madcacrucll man of Egypteto beaccu- 
ſtomed toctemanncs fieſſhcrawetothe entente 
that by hpm he wolde make men to be eten quicke 


what ſhall J ſay one may not tellthehozrpblede- | 
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ves that hedyde ne gathered togyder erueltees 
of hpm.He made fyꝛe to becaſteall abotite Rome 
v3.daves and. vj.nyghtes/and by that peſtylence 
dyed moche ofthe people / hebchelde the fatiynge 
of his rourc/and made grete Joye / and ſonge / Ye 
made to ſle ſapnt Peter and ſapnt Poule, and ma 
ny other martyres. Andin doyngec theſe thynges 
when he had repgned the ſpace of. xiiij. yeres the 
Komapnesp had ſuffred to moche rebelled aycnſt 
hym/x he fell in dyſpayze and ſlewe hymſelfe, 


rlir. 


COfthe Emperoure andof others. Ca. 


F< JT grete meruayleJhauc tolde pᷣ as pᷣ 

it lemeth by aduenture of the curſed- 

4 ncflc of Nero, and ofhis fragylytcs. 

ButJ pzomple the p the Emperoure 
that ſucceded hym whiche was na- 
med Galba was but lytcll betteryfhe had lyucd 
tonge/foz his cruclte was out of meaſure, And w 
his other vpces he was ſo varyable þ there was 
no maner ofreſtrapnynge ne he was neuer in one 
cſtate / nowe crue.! a Without meaſure /noweto 
ſofte and without Juſtycc/neglygent /cnuyous:; 
andfullof ſuſpcccyon/lytellloupnge his pzynces 
and his knyghtes;caytyfe/andfercful of courage 
coueytous aboue ail thynge /he reygned but, vj. 
monethes fozhe wagflapne to ſhoztthig crueltes 








CBut Othomp whiche that ſuccededhym was E 
nobetter/Foz that ſome laye that women ben cu: | 


tyous.The Emperoure was curyous and delpca 


te of his body; captyfe of courage /ſekynge atter b 
nothyngebuthis eale kolyly large/agretegloton 7 


fapnte/lccherous.afalſe traytoure /andfull ofall |} 
:ewdcnelle/full ofdyſdayne.Andpendeofhym Z 
wasthatheſiewehymlelte afteryhehad reygned | 
thze monethes/koz bycauic thathis enempes had | 
the vyctozy ofhyman bataple , CUpneylpen that |- 
Cucceded thts Dthomp was noobetterbut full of | 
curſcdnelle/ J wote not what Jſhaltelithemozc | 
and thou trowe thatJ lye,redephyſtozyeg of Ein | 
pcrours.and the pzoceſle of theyzlynes/ andthou | 


were of good condycyons/ryghtfull a conſtaunt- |} 
of the whiche good was the EmperourTrayane | 


and Tytus.But Jpꝛompſe the that ayenſt theſe 
two good thouſhaltcfynde.x.cupll.C Andin the 
ſame Wyſe of p Popes x of pcopleofholy chyzche; 


whichc ought tobemote choſen but thoughe Pat | 


thc begynuynge of crylten fapthe there wereſapn 
tcs.Spyth the Emperour Conſtantyne gaue to þ 
chyzche grete reuenues and rycheſſes/Þ holpneſle 
| that hath ben rede they geſtesand crownacles # 


| thalte fpnde that there were butteweinnombycp | 


tellmeyfthcy be of Þ ſame perfeecyon nowe /and 
nowe thou mapyſt ſc at this daye yf the wozlde bc 
in aincndynge . Jnd yf grete ſtableneſſehaue ben 
and grete conſtauncetn the dedegsand counſaples 
as mocheof tempoꝛall pꝛynces /as of pyzytuall; 





Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


— 01 ere? 


it appereth ynoughe. Jſhall ſay to the more Jwo 
te not to whom men ſpeke of inconftaunce/noz of 
varaunce of women/nozhowe they haue no ſha- 
metoopen theyz mouthe when they beholde how 
in the grete dedes gouerned by them/andnot by p 
Womcn with fo moche inconltaunce xvaryaunce 
as it were Þ dedes of chyldzen / #hovte weil theyz 
purpoſe and accozde abydethy they make in they? 
gretecounſayies.CIndJlhal tellitheallat ones 
vpon theſe thpnges/therets none other inconſtaũ 
ceno2 varyauncebut to do agaynſt that þreaſon 
techeth. And a creature reaſonablemadcafter the 
ymageofgod/and thathathe knowicge of that » 
enclyneth moꝛe to ſenſualyte than toreaſon that 
is fraple-andthemozeptheſhiewdenceſſers grete 
theferderit is fro rea%on,and ought tobe called Þ 
greitcrfragylyte. And Jam ccrtaynethat rede a! 
alonge the hyſtoryes of whom that cucr they are 
wryten thoughe phyloſophcrs 3 many auctours 
haue ſayd and affcrme that there is ſo grete fracy 
Iytcin women that thou ſhalte not fyridc ony wo 

man ofſogrete curſcdneſſeas there hathe ben in 

grcte quantytc ofmen. The woꝛſte Women that 

thonſhaltefyndcin holp ſcrypturc was A thalys 

x Jeſobell her moder quenes of Ihcruſalem \\ ti 

che pourſued the chyldzen of Iſraell. Brunchent 

queneofFraunce/and ſome other. But aduyſe the 

ofthe curſcdneſſe of Judas that ſo myichcnouſly 

betrayed his goed mayſter Qvete Theſis to who 
he was appoſtlephad donchym ſo moche good. 

CytcofLa. L.j. 
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and take hede of Julyan the apoſtata.D:nys the * 


tyzaunt.So many ofſhzewde kpnges in dyuers | 
countrees-offalſe Empcroures and Popcs/ and |: 
other prelates Without faythe/full ofcoucytyſe/p | 


antecryſtes alſoand thou ſhalte fynde aliop men 
haue cauſe toholde thepz pcas /and that women 
haue cauſe to thanke god/and pzayſehym that ha 
the put the trcaloure of ſo many good (oulcs inp 
bodyes of women, So J lhall ſaycnoo mozeas 
nowe agaynſt them by enſamples ofthe dcdes of 
them that call theſe women ſo fraple,And Jlhall 
tell the ofdyucrs women ryght ſtable #conſtaunt 
of whome the hyſtozycs ben ryght goodtohere of 
good cnſamples, 


¶Ok Gꝛyſylde Marquys of Saluce a woman 
of grete vertue/and ſpecyaliy in pacyence.Ca. l. 








" of Saluce named by name Gautyze 
aF (ans pere. He was fayꝛe of body and 
Aa a worſhypfull man/butryghtftraun- 

7 geofcondycyons his lozdes often ty 
mes counſapled hym x payed hymthat he wolde 
mary/tyat he mpght haue yſſue. But it was lon- 
ge tyme 02 he wolde accozdeto them. At thelaſt hc 
ſapd tothemthathe wolde with a good wyll. Jf 
it ſholde be agreableto them / that he myght take 
fuchea woman as hc wolde cholc to be maryed 


| Bytenitisþtherewas a Marquys 


vnto/to the whiche thynge they accozdedantma 
de theyzothetherto. This Marquys haunted of- 
tcn tymegthedpſpozte othwntynge and hawkyn 
ge in the keldes /in the whiche amonge the pooze 
men labourers ok that towne there dWelled arps 
ghtpooze man imporent 4 oidep was called Ja⸗ 
nyclc/and was a good true man alhts lyfe.This 
ſame goodmanhad adoughter oftheage o:.rviuy 
yeres named Gyyſplde/Whiche lerued hymby gre 
tedylygence and foundehym by » laboure of her 
ſpynnynge.'The ſayd Warquys Whiche oftcn ty 
mes palled that waye had well adupfed the good 
condycyons and thehoncſtcofthis mayden whi- 
wasryght fapzc of body and of vylage / whom he 
had ryght gretely in his grace, Jt happened that 
the Marquysp was accozded with his barons þ 
he ſholde take a wyfe/fayd to theym / they ſi'ojde 


| M2dcyncdthat alltheladycs ſi olde bc there ſo he 


{ 


—— ata ccrtayne day for pᷣ wedoynges ahe 


lcte make grete araye. And at p daye as all men 
women Were aſſembled before hym hemade al 
route to takethey2 hoꝛces/ forto go with hym kor 
to ketche home his ſpouſe. Soo they wente ryght 
vnto the houſc of Janycle and there they mette w 
Gyyſplde with a pottc of water vpon her heed why 
che came fro the welle.Hedemaunded of her rhe 
reherfader was. And this Gryſy de mekelykne 
led downeand ſayd vntohym that he was at ho⸗ 
me.Go ſeke hym ſaydhe vnto her. IndVi hen the 
good man was come! y Marquys ſardtohymp 
Cytcofia. L.ij. 
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he wolde take his doughter by maryage.Ind Ja : 
nycle anſwered hymthathe ſholdedohis pleaſu- ' 
re.So the ladyes entredin tothe lytell houſe and - 
clothed and arayed the ſpouſe ryghtnobly ſo as 1t 


pertepned to the eſtate ofa Marquys/of Robes # 
of Jewelles that he had ozdepned fox her. Soo he 
lcode her home a wedded her in his palays. And 
to make the tale ſhozte. This lady bare her ſo wel 
toeucry creature that Þ nobles grete and Iytell/ # 
all the people loued her / and fo Well ſhe coude be- 
haueherWeuecry perſone Þ cuery man helde them 
contente/andſhe ſerued and cheryſſhed her lore 
ſo as ſhe ought. This yere this ladyhad adough- 
tcr whiche was taken in grete Joye . But when 
ſhe wasin age that ſhe was taken frothe pappes 
The Marquys made thelady tobyleuc foꝛ to pꝛo 


uc her conſtaunce/that ſhe dyſpleaſcd the loꝛdes | 


the lygnage ofher ſholde lowdeſhyp vpon them! a 
and therfoze he wolde that the chplde wereſlayne 
To this thynge Whiche ought to be ryght harde 
to cucry moder.Gyyſylde anſwered that the dous 


ghter was his owne # that he myght do his plea⸗ 


ſure. So he made the chylde tobe taken to aſquy- 
cr ofhis þ whiche in makynge ſemblaunt that he 


came thyder to fle the chylde/andhe bare it ſetret⸗ 
ly toBolopne la grace tothe counteſſe of Payngo 


Wwhiche was ſpſter to theMarquys tokepeand to 
nouryſſhe it.But fo: al this Gꝛyſylde made neuer 
ſemblaunt ofheupneſſe that trowedher doughter 
to beſlayne,Fgapncin thepere after þlaby was 


with chylde and was delpuered of a fapze ſone the 
fade receyued it with grete Joye. Ind yet agayne 
the Marquys wolde aſlaye his wyte as he opde 
befoze/and cayd to her that the chyide mult nedes 
beſlayne to contente the lozdes # his people. And 
Gzyſylde anſWered that ytit ſuffyſed not that her 
chylde lholde dye/that ſhe was redy to dyc1tit my 
ght pleaſe hym. So he toke the chylde to p ſquyer 
in thefame Wyſe as he byde that other/and yct ſhe 
made neuer ſemblaunt of ſozowe / ne ſayd other 
worde / but that ſhe pzayed the ſquycrthat when 
hehad ſlayne the chylde/that he Wwolde burp hym 
tothcentente that the tender ficſſhe of the chyids: 
were not eten With wylde beeſtes / ne with byrdes 
Ofthis gretehardnelle there appered neuer chaü 
gynge chere in Gzyſplde . But yet it was no: loz- 
ge after that þ Marquys Wolde aſſay hcr agarne 
Whenthey had ben togyder. vij. yeres in the 13h) 
che tyme the goodladp had boznc her ſo weil thac 
tt ought to haue ſuffp{edÞ pꝛouynge of ber vertue 
When che Marquys on a daye calied her in to his 
chambac and ſapd to her thathe was inpoyntcto 

loſe his loꝛdſhyp by his knyghtcgand hisſquyers 

fot her , Foz they had grete dyſdayne to holde fo? 

they: ladp and mayſtres the doughter of Janxcic 
So it is conuenyent yf he wolde appeaſe thein ÿᷣ 

the wente home agapne to her fader ſo as lie ca 

methens/and thatheſholde wedde another mote 

gentyll woman/xofmoze hygher blode. To this 

thynge whiche oughttoberpght greuous a harde 

Cpte of La. Lt, 








to hcr/afuvered gryſylde. Py lozde Jknewe well F 


alway x oftymẽsthought p bytwene thy nobleſſc 
&magnyfycece 4 my pouerte myght beno ppozcy 
on no2J thought me not onely wozthpto be your 
Cſpouſc,noz alſo to be ppooꝛeſt of yourhouſe . Ind 


— 


nowe Jam redyto retourne intothehouſc of mp | 


fader iñ pzc—whiche Jlhail were myne age. And as 
to my dowꝛe that thou haſt oꝛdeyned me to haue / 
that Jought to haue J ſeit well . Thou knoweſt 
well p when thou tokeſt me out of mp faders hou 
ſc thou madeſtme to be dyſpoyled all naked/x clo 
thcd me agapne in good robes With the whicheJ 
came with p/neneucrotherthynge of myne owne 
btought J with me/but fayth/maner/louc / reue⸗ 
rencc/and pouerte.So it is realon J velde tothe 


agayne thy mouable goodes.Fnd ſe here thyrobe | 


of whiche J me deſpoyle/xfo JF yeldcetoÞ o rynge 
with the whyiche thou dpdeſt wedde me/# Tyelde 
to the all other rynges/Jcwelles/clothynge/ and 
araye, by whiche J wasworſhypped # cnryched 
in thy chambze/allnakedout ofmyfaderghouſeÞ 
came/xall naked Jſhall tourne agayne. Saue ⸗ 
it me ſemeth a thpnge vnconuenableÞþ this wom 


be in the whiche the chyidzen were þ thou haddeſt | 


engendzed ſholde appereall naked befozeÞ people 


For the whicheyfit pleas the anoneotherwyſe J 
pꝛaye the for the recompenſacyon ofmp vygyny 
tey J bꝛought in to thypalays the Wwhiche J bere 
not agayne that it mayeplcaſe the that there my 
ghtbelefte vnto meaſpmpleſinockeWthe whiche 
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Jfhall coucr the wombe of thy wyke / ſometyme 
Marquyſe.Indtheny Marpuys myght not hol 

dehym no moze from wepynge fo compaſſyon/4 
pethe ouercame hiscourage and ozdepned) there 
was bzought to her aſmocke, ¶ Then in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſcnceofallÞ knyghtes #ladyes Gryſylde dyſpoy⸗ 
lcd her / dyde ofhcr holen a ſhocs/ a put of all her 
oznamentes/and nothynge remapned but onelp 
the ſmocke.Thenſtretchcd the rumoure all abou- 
te thaty Marquys Wolde departe fromhis Wwyfc 
4all men and women were comectothepalays ſo 
rowpnge gretely ofthis thpnge.And Gzyſpide alt 
naked ſauc herſmocke;barcheeded/and bare fotc 
was ſct vpon an hoꝛſe and With company of loꝛ⸗ 
des /knyghtcs, and ladyes/that allmen awomen 
wepte curſpnge the Marquys a ſorowed gretely 
the goodneſle of the lady yet Gzyſplde neuer caſte 
tecre out of her eyes + Was conuayed vnto »hou. 
fcofhcrfadcr/the whiche good olde man had bei 
alway in doubte thynkyngey his lozde ſholde be 
full cuery dayc of ſo pooze a maryage. Then hche 
rynge thenoyſe wente to mete with his doughtcr 
andbzought to her her olde coteallto towne whi 

che he had kepte / ſo ſhe clothed her agapne with 

out ſhewynge ſemblaũt ofony ſozowe. Ind thus 
dwelled Gzyſplde with her fader a whyle in ſuche 
humplyte #poucrte ain ſeruynge her kader as lhe 
WasWwonte/noſozowe ſhewynge outWwardes noꝛ 
no heup countenaunce was ſeneinher butrecom 
fortedher fadcr ofhis heuyneſſe that he had for to 





cehisdoughter to fall fromeſogretehyghneſſein j 


to ſo grete pouerte.C Ind when the Warquys le 
med that he had pzouedhis true ſpouſe ynoughe/ 
ye ſente to his ſyitcr that the ſho:de come to ypm 
ryghtnobly accompanyed With lozdes # ladyes/ 
#lholdebzynge With her his two yonge chyldzen 
Without makynge ſemblaunt that thcp were his 
Andhemadehis barons a ſugectes to vndcritan 
de thathc woide take a newe wyfe/ and wedde a 
ryght notable lady whiche his ſyſter had in kepyn 
ge. ©ohe made to aſſcmblearyght tayre — 
np otknyghtes and of ladyes mn his palas thatſa 
me dape that his ſyſtcr ſholde aryue /And helete 
makcryght a tayre feeſt and agrete. Do helente 
to Gzyſyidc and ſayd toherin this manere. Guy- 
fyldcthemayden that Jihall wedde ſhall be here 
to mo20Wc. Ind fo that J deſyzethatmy ſyſter X 
yer company ſholde beryght nobly receyued / for 
that that thou knoWeſt my condycyon/and howe 
& ought to reccyuc lozdes and ladycs / and thou 
knoweſt the chambzes and places / and tothe en- 
rente that cucry perſone be well lodged after his 
eſtate / and in cſpecyall my ſpouſe that ſhall bc. 
Fo: J wyll that thouhauc all thc charge / And al 
offycers lyaii obaye vuto the . Do thynke theron 
and ſe that all be well ordeyned. Gryſylde anſWwe- 
red and ſayd hc wolde doo ut with ryght a good 
wpl.And in the moznynge the companip ivere ary 
urd/grere was there the teelie. And Gzpſpldelekts 
not foz her ie wde coote / but that ſhe yoente with 
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ag'adchereto mete the mapden and newe ſpouſe 
as ſhe trowed/x makynge renerence humblp kne- 
ted befoze her ſapenge welcome mp lady and aiſo 
tothe ſone/and to allmen and women of the com 
pany, x thus recepued themecke aftcr thep2 eſtate 
ryght Joyoullp \Indthoughe ſobe that ſhe was 
inthe habyte ofa pooze woman it {med bp her be 
hauoure pſhe was a woman ofryght grete woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyp/and of meruayllous pꝛudence (0 moche that 
the ſtraungers meruaylled themhowe ſuche fap- 
re ſpeche/and ſuche worſhypfull myght be vnder 
ſo pooꝛe an habyte. Gzyſpldehad made ſo ell to 
be 02dcpned al thynges that there was nothynge 
amyſſe at the poynte.But with ſo good a wyil dꝛe 
we her nyghe this mapden and the fone : that e 
conde not departe from them. The Marquys had 
maderedyall.thynges as forto weddethe ponge 
mayden. And when it came to the houre to ſynge 
the maſſe.Then came Marquys and before all 
he called Gzyſyide and ſayd toher howe ſemethp 
Gpſplde of my neWe ſpoule is ſhcnot fayre and 
goodly.And ſhe anſwered full goodlp. Certayniy 
my lozde there maye not be founde a goodiper ne 
afaprer.But of one thynge J wyil pap Þ in good 
fapth and counſaple that 1s that thou make her 
not ſozy/ne pzycke her not with the nedies of Why: 
che thou haſt pzoued that other . Foz rhis 15 mote 
yonge and more delycyouſly nouryilſhcd-ſo parad 
ucnture ſhe ſhall not ſuffred as) other hathe done 
Then Parqups herynge wozdes of Giyipids 









conltaunce yad grete meruaple of her veriue and } 
pyte toke hymn that he had gyuẽ her to zutire With : 
out ſayenge the contrary . ©00 he began to iaye 
thus in the pzeſence ocailthe people . C.Gzylyide 
it ought ynoughe to luffyie p pꝛouvnge ol thy con 
Qauncc/ofthy veray faythe/trouthe,and grete lo⸗ 
uie hobeyſaunce / a mekeneſſe / well pzoued towar- 
de me. Ind bylcuc it that thereisnoo man vinder | 
heucn that by ſo many pzoues hathe knowne the : 
louc of maryage as J yaue done in the. And then 
the Warquys Wentenercher Whiche helde doW- 
ne het hecd toz ſhame tozthe grete pꝛayſynge that 
hetapd to her. So he enbzaceo her uraptely in his 
armes and kylled hcriniayenge . Thou arte my? 


nc onely ſpouſe/other weddynges ſhalJncucrha | 
uc. This mayde that thou thynkeſt that Goldebe | 


my ſpoulc is thy doughtcr ã myne/and that other 


ts thy lone and myne. 


So knowe they all that be 


here that that Jhauc donchathe ben to pꝛoue my 
true ſpouſe/and not tocondempneher. Ind Jha- 
nemade my chyldzen tobe nouryſſhed at Boloy- | 


ne la grace with mp 1yſtcr, #not f:ayne them / no w 
ſe them here. Then this lady heryngethe \vozdes 
ofhcr lozde þ Parguy's fell do wne klatte foz Joy 
And when the came toherſelfe he toke p cbyldzen 


£1 


conyderynge her grete ſtableneſſe ſrengtheand | 


in her armcs/andit was no doubte but hcrh:rte 


had mcruaplious/Joye.Jnd all the people wepte 
to Jove x pyte. There was lhe greued moze than 
cuer lhe was befoze, Soſhe was clothed agayne 









and arayed ryghtrychely.So the feeſt wag grete 
#ryght Joyous where euery man had grete wor 
dcs of the pzapſynge of this lady . 4ndthcp lyued 
rogyder.xx.ycres in greteJope and peas. andthe 
Marquys made Janycleher fadcrof whome he 
madcnogrete compte befozetocometo ppaiays 
xtherc he heldehymingrete worlhyp, he maryed 
his chyldzenhyghly x after hym his ſonc ſucceeded 
by good Wpll of the lozdes/X of p comunes alſo. 
COfFlozence ofRome.Ca, i}. 
— 5 Opie Marquyſ: of Saluce Þ 
+ £22 had pnoughe of vertuous ſtrengthe, 
£43 conſtaunce Jhaue ſaydtop.Nowe 
: Þ J ſhall tclle the of the noble Flozenee 
© FL Emprclle ofrome whiche by meruay- 
lous pacyence ſuffred grete aduerſyte ſoo as it is 
wyyten ofhcr in the myzaclegof ouriady.This 1a 
dy wagof ſouerayne beaute but ſhe wasmoꝛe cha 
ſte-and vertuous. Jt happened þ the Emperourc 
hcrhuſbande oughttogotoagrete warreryght 
agrete waycthens.Sohcleftetokepehis coun- 
tre/and his wpfe/a bzodcrthat hehad the whiche 
tempted with the cnemp afterthedepartynge ofÞ 
Empcroure concytedfolplyhis bzothcrs wyfe x 
to ſpeke ſhortely he helde her ſo ſtorte that ſhe ſol 
deaccowdeto his wpl. fo dzedeþ after y prayers 
he wolde vſc her by fozce / he put her in pꝛyfon ima 
ſtronge toure a there ſhe was tyllthe comynge of 









KR. 
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the Emperoure when it came that the tydyng*s 


were bzought that þ ſayd Emperoure was coine 
agayne / he made lady tobetaken out of pzyſon/ 
the not wenyngethat he wolde complapne on her 
wrongfully #hedyde it to theententeÞþſheſholde 
kepeÞ countre whyle he wolde go ayenſt his bꝛo⸗ 
der /at the arrynge of whome he tokeallthe cuyll 
of this good lady/and the Woylte pmyght be ſayd 
by the Whiche the EmperourcÞ byleued hymſent 
hispcople and ozdeyned p oz he ſholde arpue with 
out makyngc ouy mencyon of it that ſheſholde be 
flayne. foꝛ ye wolde not ſeherne fyndeher only- 
ue. But ſhe meruayliynge moche of theſe tydyn- 
ges payed ſo moche to them that were commyt- 
tcd to do this thynge that they ſholde lether goin 
an habytc vuknone. So they grauntedher her 
deſyte. Then this noble lady wente aby aſtraun- 
ge aduenturc that happenedher/fhc was compt: 
ted to kepcachylde of a gretepzynce, Doitfoztu: 
ned that þ bzoder ofthat pzynce was taken With 
the loue ofher;in ſoo moche that after that hehad 
requyzed her ynoughe/ for deſpyte that ſhe wolde 
not accoꝛde to hym he ſieve the yonoc chylde by 
her as ſhe ſieptctopententetomakeherto be de- 
ftroycd. All theſe aducrfytecs whiche were not ly; 
tell (uffrcd this noble lady theEmpreſſe ryght pa- 
cycntly x by ryght ſtronge # conſtaunt courage. 

Aind when ſhe ſholde be ledde to the place trhere 
ſhe ſholde be put top dethe as ſhe þ ſome \uppoſid 
had ſlayne the chylde ſuche pytecameto the lozdc 
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and to the lady foz the fapze lyfe andtheorete ver 
tues yp they had ſenem her that theyz hertes coude 
not ſutire her to dye /but thep put her meryle, Jn 
the whiche place as ſhe was in grete pouerte and 
was ryght pacyent a deuoute towarbe god Xhis 
\wetemoder/ſhetlepteon atyme aftcr yer pray⸗ 
ers made to god inafapze grene place/the ſhe had 
a vyſpon of the blellyd vyzgyne Marypᷣ ſhe ſhol⸗ 
de gader a certayne herbep was vudcrher heed/ 
and With thatherbe thc lhoide gete her lyupnge/ 
in helynge all mancr of ſykeneſſes. And on a tyme 
aftcr by the ſaydherbetheladyhadhcledſo many 
ipke folkes/of whomprenowne ſprange all abou 
teit foztuned that the bzoder of Þ pzyuce that had 
ſlapne the chylde abouc ſayd was ſyke of a grete 
ſykencſlſcryght hozrpbly/foz Whom men were ſen 
te to ketche this woma to helehym. And when ſhe 
was come tn tohis pzeſencelheſaydto hym char 
ye myght well ſe that god betehym With h1s rod- 
dcS/and that he ſholde confeſſehis ſynne opcnly- 
xhcſholdecbe hole /foz othcrwyle ſhe mygyt not 
hclehym. And then he moued With gretecontrye) 
on confelled his hozryble wyckedneſſe/ 4howe he 
hymſelfe had ſlayne the chylde thugye whiche Þ 
good lady was blamed pkeptehym . The pzynce 
was paſſynge wothe With this and wolde at all 
tymes doJultyce on his bꝛoder. But the nobic la 
dy pzayed hymſo moche that (hc appcaſed hymn to 
hym/and then ſhe hcled hym anone / and thusthis 
good lady yclded good fo2 cuyll after the comann 
CyteofLa. Ml. 
















dement ofgod. CJthappenedin the ſame wyſe 
andit taryed not longe after /but that the bzodcr 
of the Emperour/byÞ whiche Flozence was erp: 
lcd fellcin ſoo horryble ſykencſle of the lyppre that 
hc was all ſtpnkynge.Indas the vopce wentcin 
all the wozlde howe there was a woman y wol- 
dchelc almaner of ſpkeneſſe.Jnonemen were ſen 
tc out toſckeherbythecommaundement offEm 
peroure without ony knowlege Wwhatſhe was. 

Foz hedemedhis wyke tobe deed longe bekore. 

Ind When ſhe was come beioze hym ſhe ſayd to 
hymthatit was conuenyent that he ſholde con- 
keſſe hym openly /fo2 otherwyſe he myght not be 
helcd.But as he refuſed it longeryme! at the laſte 
he opened all his wpckedneſle thathehad donets 
the Emprelle/foz p Whiche he wyſt well that god 
punyſſhed hym./This thynge herde of the Empe- 





RS M9 


——— 


rour beynge paſſynge wzothe ofthat pͤhe trowed 


that he had made his true ſpouſe to dye that he lo 
ued fo moche wolde haue ſlayne his bꝛoder. But 
the good lady opened herſclfe to the Emperoure 
and made the peas bytwene hym and his bꝛoder. 


Ind thus Floꝛente recouered by the meryte ofher | 
pacyence-her eſtate and felpcyte/With grete Joye | 


of the Emperoure and of all people, 


COfthe wyfe of Barnabothe Genenoys. 
Capitulo, lij. 
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AD thepurpole pct of women that be 
£5|conltaunte maye Well bebzought to 
remembꝛaunce the hyſtozy that Bo- 
4 cacctcllethin his bokc oi Cent nou; 
AJ uclics howe ithappened on a tyme 
in Parys /as many marchauntes Loinbardes 
and Jtalyens were togyder ata ſouper. Jn whi: 
cheas they (pake of many thpnges they lẽll to ipe 
keof theyz wyues / lo moche that amonge others 
a Janeuoys that was calledBarnabobcgan gre 
tcly topzayle his wyte of beaute/of wytte of cha: 
ſtyte aboue all thynges / ofal vertucs. So there 
was another outragyous fclawein the company 
named Jinbzoſc whiche ſayd that he was a tool 
topzayle his wyte (o moche and ſpecyaliy of cha: 
ſtyte and that there was none ſo ſtronge bur thar 
oncClholde oucrcomeher by gyftes; by P2oiny(c + 
fkayze wordes/ a ſo to come to his entente. Otthis 
thynge bega a grete ſſtryfe bytwene them twaync 
*1t cantcCoferre fozthe p theylapde im wager rhe 
lomc of. v.thouſande Flozytis Barnabo ſaydp.þ 
other {yoidc not lye whiswyte for alÞhe coude do 
41d Jmbzoſe laydephelſhoide/xpÞhe wolde bryn 
gc ſo gooda coaen pitlholde lutfyic,þ other mar 
chauntesdyde as moche as they coudetoſcasrize 
dcbatebutit auaylednot.Ambzoie departed thes 
as ſoone ag hempght, x wente ro Gene 4 whe be 
came there he enquyzed gretely ofpipyfe ofthe wy- 
fcof Sarnavo, Butto ape ſhoztely , foo mochc ie 
herde recorde ofher grete goodneſſe that hc loſt al 
CytcofLa. MD tl, 
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his hope that heſholde neucrcometo his entente 
' Wherofhe foundehymlelfe gretelyabaſſhed xre: 
pentauntofhis foly.Jnd he aduyſedhymofagre 
te malyce/ foꝛ it greued his herte ryght ſote to loſe 
lo.v.thouſande floꝛvns. Soo he dyde ſo moche Pp 
hcſpake toanoldepooze woman þ repayzed ofte 
tymes to thehouſe ofp, good woman. Ind gaue 
and pzompſed her ſo moche that he was put in a 
grete cofre/and was boznein to thechambye of Pp 
ſayd good woman to Whom þ olde pooze womã 
had made to vnderſtande that there was moche 
Jood gere in» cofre/Whiche was takenherto ke- 
pc and thcueslabouredtorobbeher/andtherfoze 
the prayed her that it myght abyde a lytell whyle 
in her chambꝛe to be kepte tyll they came homep 
oughrit-/to the whichethynged good woma con- 
ſcented With a good wyll.Ambole whiche was in 
the cofre madeſuchea wayte vpon the lady by np 
ght that he ſawe her all naked / and with wente 
pꝛeuyly out ofÞ cofreand toke a gyzdell 4 a purſe 
made with the nedle þſheyad wrought by good 
crafte. nd after entredin to the cofre agayneſoo 
p2euyly that the lady that ſlepte;and with her a ly 
tc{doughter that ſhe had feltenothynge ofit. And 
whenhehad ben therc.iq.dayes'Þ olde pooze wo- 
man came agaynetofetcheher cofre. Imbzoſe þ 
had grete Joye + wende phe had well employed 
his entente wente toParysagapne X repotted to 
her huſbande befoze all the company that hchad 
iyne with his wykeathis caſe, And fyzſtchetolde 









j 









hymthe token of the chambze and ok papntynge 
that was init.Jfterheſhewed hym the purſe and 
the gyzdell that heknewe well and ſayd that the 
had gyuen it to hym and tolde hym alt the facyon 
ofherbody/and that he ſawe her all naked and he 
tolde hym alſo that ſhe had a lytell ſpotte as it we 
re a warte vnder the lyfte pappe. Then p huſban- 
de byicued ſtably by the tokens the wordesof Am 
bzoſc/of whiche yt he were ſozy no man mernapic 
Ind then he paycdhymand cotentedhym of this 
v.thouſandeflowwns , Indas ſoonc as he myght 
he wente toGene, Ind befoze that heſholde arpiie 
hcſenteexpeſſcly to his factoure that gouerned 
all his doynges there, in whome he truſted aboue 
all thpnges thc maner howe he woldep he ſholde 
flethis woman his wpyfe/the whichep commann 
Icinent ſence made the good womã tomounte on 
hozſcbacke!and made her to byleue that he wolde 
bzynge her to her huſbande, And the good womaͤ 
Whiche byleued hym well wente With hym with 
grete Joyc.But when they werecome into a wo 
dchetoldcherthathemuſtnedesſleher by the cõ 
maundement of his mayſterher houſbande, And 
tomake thetale ſhozte this womã dyde fo moche 
Whiche was ſo good xlo fayre a ſo moche ſhe con: 
de pzcchethathe lctcher go ſo that ſhe ſholde pꝛo⸗ 
myſe hymp ſheſholde go out of the countre, She 
that was thus cſcaped wente vnto a towne and 
dydc ſo moche to agood woman that the bought 
hcrclothynge fo2a man-ſoſhe cutte ofhcr heerex 
CyteofLa, M.uj, 











He arayed herinthelykeneſſcofayongems. Ind | 
the dpdelo mochethar ſheputhcricife witha ry | 


che manok Catclopne named Sygup Ferant þ 


was come downe from his ſhyp toreireiſhe hym | 


ſo lhe ſerued hym ſo wcll thathe yelde hym conten 


temeruaplloucly. Foz hefoundeneuer ſogood a | 
leruauut / athis ſame woman called herſeite Sa: | 
gurat Batfynoly, This Saguy FerantÞwente | 


agaynewu to the ſhyp x Sagurac datfynoly with 
hym wente ſo mocye by ſee tyll he came in to Alex⸗ 
and2e/and thete he bought kaucons ryght fapze # 
good. hozſcs alſo. Ind atter that he wente towar 
dc the SowdanofBabylone with whomhchad 
good frendelhyp / and when he had byden there a 
Whyle and the Sowdan adupled well this ©a- 
gurat Daffynoly thewhiche ſcrucd ſo dylygentlp 
y1Smapyſtcr/aud the whiche ſcmed to hym ſo fapte 
aid gracyous that he pleaſcd hym meruaylouſty 
lo moche that he pzaped this Sagup! Ferant pᷣ he 
wolde gyue hym to hym and he wolde make hym 
a grcte mapyltcr. and he graunted hym ayenlt his 
Wpl, And to ſaye ſhorteipᷣ ſoo weil this Sagurat 
Datfynoly ſcrued theSowdan thathyetiruſtcdno 
man ſo mochcas hc dyde hym / and was ſo grete 
mayltcr aboutchym thathcgoucrned all, Jchap 
pcned that in a towne ofthe Sowdans lholde ve 
a grete fapꝛe where marchauntes came ofall par- 
tyes the Sowdan ozdepucd Sagurat phe ihol- 
dc go in to that towne to kepe the fayzc/xtotake 
hede of his ryght, Indag ithappcned asgod Wol 
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de pto that fayze was comewith other Ftalyeng 
that bzought many Jewelles this falſe Ambꝛoſe 
aboue ſayd/whiche was gretely enrpched with ᷣ 
goodes of Barnabo. Sagurat that was lycute: 
naunt ofthetowne ofthe Sowdans was grete- 
ly woxlhypped of all people } #foz hc was a grete 
lozdeandagretemayſter themarchauntcs brou⸗ 
ght to hym euery day Jewelles to ſelle. Soamon 
ge others there came tohym that ſame Ambzoſc/ 
#aS heyad openedalptell cofre fullof Jeweites 
befoze Sagurat totheententcÞheſholde ſe then 
Ind in thts cofre was purſe xthe gyzdell befoze 
fayd/bp the whiche as loone agSagurat ſawe it 
hc kneWelt well and toke it in his hande X bchet- 
dc it ſtrongely meruayllynge gretcly howe they 
myght come thyder. AndAmbzoſc that but lytell 
thought of p aduenture began to laughe ryght fa 
ſte.andDagurat pſawe hymlaughcſaydtohym 
Frende J ſuppoſc that thou laugheſt ofthat that 
Jmuletobeholde this womans thynge, and for: 
ſothett1sryght fayze. And Imbyoſe anf\vered hp 
My lordettis at your commaundement . Bur J 
laughe foz that that JIbethynke me ofthe manere 
howe J hadit. Sogod gyue me Joye ſapd Sa 
gurant J pꝛaye the tell mehowethon haddeſt it. 
By my faythe ſayd ImbyzoſcF ſhalltell you howe 
Jgatcit/Jhadit ofafayzc gentylwomanÞ gaue 
it me With whome J laye alla hole nyght. Fnd 
moꝛeouer beſyde that Jgate fyuc thouſands Flo⸗ 
ryns of good golde foz a wager that Jdpde make 








With the foipThchuſbande ofher that is named 
Barnabo Whiche durſt lo lewdely laye it with me 
that J ſholde not lye with his wyfe / and nowep 
vbnhappy man hath ſlapne her alſo. But he hathe 
better deſerued tobe punyſſhed than ſhe.Fozama 
may well kno we that cuery womanis frapleand 
lyght to ouercome. Doothereis no man onght 
to hauc affyauncein a woman.Then knewe Da 
— the cauſe of the wꝛathe ofher houſbandep 

eknewe neuer befoze. But as aryght pzudent 
and ſtable wyſely ſhe dyſſpmpled vnto the tyme ᷣ 
it come to the poynte.Solhe made ſemblaunt to 
haueryght grete ſolace of this thpnge / a ſhe ſayd 
tohym that he wasryght a good felawe/andy hc 
wolde haue hymryght ſpecyally in frendeſhyp /2 
that he wolde that he ſholde abyde and bye mar 
chaundyſec fox them bothe/and that he wolde take 
hym ynoughe wherofin his handes.Ofthat Im 
btoſchadde grete Joye. And foxthwith Sagurat 
made to dclyuerhym an houſe. Ind fox to deceyuc 
hymn the better ſhe toke hym money in his handes 
And ſhewed hym ſo grete ſygncoflonephe was 
al\vayc with hym. ud ſhe made hym to tell that 
Japebcfozc theSowdan to make hym tolaughe 
Ind to ſaycſhortely howe the thynge was deter- 
myncd.Do moche Sagurat dyde and pourcha- 
ſcd that ſhedydeſo moche to the Jeneuoys that 
Vere in that countre after that that ſheknewe the 
cſtate of Barnabo pᷣ was fallen in pouerte. what 
fox the grete fynaunce that he had payed /and fo? 
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the grete ſo2oWe that he toke therfoze that Barng 
boſholde comeouer in to that countreby thecom 
maundement ofthe Sowdan/and tomaked tale 
ozte/whenhe was comcin to that countre he ca 
me befozcÞ Sowdan, Ind anone Sagurat ma- 
de ſcke after Ambzoſe.But oz he came he had wel 
enfourmed the Sowdan howe Ambiole lycd in 
makyngehis auauntey he madeofthis woman, 
Ind ſhe pzayed hymalſochat in caſc that the trou 
rhe were come toknoWlege phe wolde punyſſhec 
Juſtely the ſayd Imbzoſe/the Whiche thynge whe 
Imbzoſe # Barnabo were come befozc the Sow- 
Dan/Sagurat began to ſapein this mancr. Im- 
b:oſeitpleaſeth to ourlozde that is hercthat thou 
tell the Japeall alongehowe thou dydeſt gete of 
BSarnabo that here1s.v.thouſandectiozwns wher 
f thou haſte tolde hym by what mancr thou dyde 
'yewith his wyte. And thenambꝛoſe chaunged co 
oure as heto whom the trouthe myght vncthes 
ſuffre to couer ſoo an vntrue fraude foz it was to 
!»m a ſodavnethynge ofthe whiche hetoke no he 
de, Then he toke tohymalyt il mancrand an{we 
2d. My lorde it is no force thoughe Itellit nor. 
Zarnabo knoweth well ynoughe. Ihaue ſtame 
ofhis ſhame. And then Barnabofull of ſo:0've x 
ofſhameptayedphe myght neuer herc of it more? 
and thathe woldelcttchym lctic . But Sagurat 
anſwered as in laughynge that he ſholde nor go 
and that it was conuenyent that he lete hym tell 
it, Then Ambroſe whiche ſawe that he was con- 
Cyteof1La. Nt. 








frapncdbegantoſap all withatremblyngevoy- | 
cc thathehadmadeBarnaboto vnderſtandeand 


all ag hchad tolde them. And When he had cnded 


his rcaſon Sagurat aſkedofBarnaboyfitWere |. 


truc that3mbzoſe had ſayo/and he anſWercd and 
ſayd yc without fayle . And howe ſayd Sagurat 
be ye Well certayne that this man herelaye With 
your Wyſe, foz that that he toide to you certayne 
tokens. beyou ſuche a beeſt that you cannot kno- 
we that by wayes ynoWecfraudelcntly hemyght 
knowc facyon ofhcr body without lyenge with 
her and ye haue koꝛ this cauſe made your wyfe to 
dyc;pcare worthy to dye yourſclfe fo: ye haueno 
fukycpent pore. Then Barnabohad grete dzede 
Ind then Dagurat that woide nolonger be ſtpll 


and that her ſcmed tyme to ſpcke faydto Ambuoſe | 
Falſe traytourc ſaye the trouthe ithout makyn- | 
gc the tobe tourmented. Indy woman of whom 


panaunteſt the is not yet deed but ſhe is not ferre 
hcns to ſay contrarp to thy falſe leſpnges. Foꝛ ÿ 
touched her neuer. There was a gretc aſſemble: 


What of lordes ofthe Sowdans as of grete foy- 


ſon of Lombardcs whiche meruayllouſly Herke- 


ned this thynge . Ind to ſayc it hoztely this Am- | 
bꝛoſe was loleddep he confeſſed befoze the Sow | 
danand all the people all the fraude/andhowehe ; 
had wꝛought by coucytyſe to gete thoſe .v. thou- | 
ſande flowwns.when Barnaboherde this almoſt - 
he was out ofhymſelfe / fozþ he wyſtenone other 


but that his wpfe wag ſlayne, But the good wo⸗ 
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man came tohym and ſayd / what woldeſt thoy 

gyuehym that woldeyeldethe thy wyfe agayne 
alyuc hole and chaſte Barnabo anſWered ã ſayd 
that he wolde gyue all that cucrhe coude make in 
the wozide.Fnd then ſhe ſayd vnto hym . Barna- 
bo bzoder and frende/howe is that thou knoweſt 
not her. Ind as he was aballhed that he wyſt not 
what he dyde lhe vnbotened her breſt and ſayd to 
hym Jamthp dere felawe þ thou haſte condemp: 
ned tothedethe without cauſc.Ind thenthep em: 
braced cche other in meruayllous grete Joy. And 

the Sowdanandall the peopie was gretcly ad- 
meruayled ofthis thynge/andryght gretely ptay 

{cd the grete vertue ofthis woman : and they ga- 

ucher grete gyftes. And all the goodes that was 

pcrteynynge to Imbeoſe was gyuen to her and 

he was put vnto the dethe ryght myſchcuouſly, 
Indryghtſo Barnaboand the good woman his 
wyke tourned home agayne into thep2 countree; 
and there they lyued togyder longe tyme aftcr in 
pꝛoſperyte and Jope, 


Chere it ſycweth howe after that that 
tirghtwyineſſe had tolde of theſe con- 
Naunce.mylady Xpincaſkedher yfir 
be eructhat dpyucrs men fare that 
there ben but fewe women true 
in they2 amouroulciyfe and 
therto alwered ryghtwy(- 
ncs.Capitulo, lit. 
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=> Den mp lady ryghtwyleneſſe had tol 
NEE dc me all theſe thynges and pnoughe 
EF of others whiche J leue fo: ſhoztneſle 

8\ ll. Do as of Loonce that was a womã 
w"S&V of Grece the Whiche wolde neucr for 
tourmentes that ony man Wolde do to her accuſe 
two men With þ whiche ſhe was aquaynted/but 

cutte of her tonge with hertethe befoze the Juge 

toput hym out ofhope that ſhe ſholde tell hym by 

ſtrengthe of tourmentes, And ynowe of other la- 

dycs x gentylwomen Whiche Were of conſtaunte 

courage that they had leuer to dzynke poyfon and 

dyc.than to bowe ayenſt ryght andtrouthe . Ind 

then J ſayd to her / Madame ye haue ſhewed me 

pnonghe grete conſtaunce inthe courage of wo⸗ 
| | men and all other vertues/that truely there maye 
nomo2cbeſaydofno man . Doo Jmeruayle me 
gretely howe ſo many worſhypfull ladyesthat ha 

ute ben ſo wyſe x fo welllettred/xthat hane goten 

the kayre ſtyle of endytynge #tomake fayze bokes 

hath ſuffredſolonge without ſayenge Þ contrary 

{o many crrours tobe wytneſſed ayenſt them by 

= dyuers men When that they knewe Well it was 
[ of grete wꝛonge. C Anſwere / my derefrende this 

f qucſtyon is lyght ynoughe to aſfople / thoumapyſt 
| ſc by that thatis ſayd befo2e/thatÞ grete vertucs 
of theſc ladyes of whome J haue toſde here abo 
F ue in dyuers werkes dyfferenced one frome ano⸗ 
ther ententykely occupped and not all in one ſelke 
thynge.'This werke was reſerued tothe tomake 





Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 





and not tothem/an to people of good vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge/Þ women were pzayſedynoughe without 
other wzytynge.Indastothclongnelle of tymc 
paſſed without gapne ſaynge all thynges cometh 
well topopnte / #ynoughe to o beholdynge of the 
longe Wozlde/howlongeſuffreth god hereſpes to 
beinthe wozlde ayenſttheholylawe / Whiche pet 
endurethp he hathe not deſtroped them . So it is 
ofmanp other thynges Þ benſnffred longe with: 
out gapne layenge #lyth they be repzoued at þ laſt 
C.Then Jxpine ſayd to her.MWadame ye ſay paſ\ 
ſynge well. But Jyelde me certayne / many nop 
les gro weth amonge the euyll ſayers ofthis pe 
ſent werke / whiche wyil ſaye p yfitbe true ſome 
Women haue ben/xben good / vet they be not ſo al 
Canſwere.what meruayle thoughe they bc not 
all noted/that ofthe company of Jheſucryſt there 
Were but. xij.yet wag oneryghteupil/a theſe mer 
durlt (aye þ all women ſholde be good/ what ſhol 
dethey be than J ſuppoſe When all men be parfp 
tethat the women ſhall folowe them, CJ Xpine 
aͤſwered. Madame nowelet vs lcuethyſc queſty- 
ons/but alptel yſſuynge out of termeswherof we 
haue ſpoken tpllnowe/ryght gladly J wolde ma 
keyou ſomedemaundes top ſamepurpoſe pf þ J 
knewepttſholdenotnopyou/foz thaty the mater 
thoughe it be founded vpon the lawe ofkynde / it 
comethnot all bythe attemperpnge of reaſon. 
And ſhe anſwered vnto me/dere frende; ſay what 
thou wylte. For the dyſcyple þaſketh of pᷣ mayſter 
Cyteof1La. Nuij. 


onghtnot to be repꝛoued thougheheaſkeþ he de⸗ 
cyrethto knowe. ghadame there renneth in o woꝛl 
de a naturall lawe of men to women / and tr omen 
tomen/not the lawe made bythe ſtablynge ofpeo 
ple/but by carnal enclynacyon by the Whiche they 
fouc eche other ofryght grete and ſironge lone by 
one plcaſaunt tyme/x(o they knob e not to what 
cauſcne wherkore ſuche lone oneof another is fyx 
cdin them. Indin this loue þ18 comune ynoughe 
Xit 1s cal{edÞ amonrous lyfe / men ſay comnne- 
ly þ women thoughe they promple/there he but fe 
we abydyngein one place/x of lytell lone, Ryght 
fubtyll xfaynte/allÞ cometh ofthe lyghtneſle of 
they2 courage. And amongeall other auctoursþ 
accuſcth them ofÞOuyde in hisboke of Þ crafte of 
lone gyneth themryght grete charge/xthis Ouy 
de ſayth x others in Þ ſame Wyſe when they haue 
blamed ynoughep women vpon þ thyngeP they 
put in they2 bokes as well of Þ deſcyuable condy- 
cyons ofthemas ofthey2 wyckednelle p they doo 
it fox 9 comune welthe toþ ententeto aduyſe p mẽ 
of they cauteylcs Þ better to eſchewe them / ſo as 
ot ſerpent whiche is hydde vnder an herbe . So 
pleaſe it you mpne owne lady to tcehemethe trot 
th of this thynge. ¶ Anſwere. My dere frendeas 
to that þ they ſay þ women be deſceyuableF Wwote 
not whatJſhall ſap to themoze.For thyſelfehath 
treated ſuffpeyentely ynoughe ofthis matter / as 
well ayenſt this Ouyde as ayenſt others inthyne 
epyſtle ofÞ god of loue , Indinthe epyſtles vpon 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


the Komaunce oftheroſe,But vpon thepoyrtep 
thou haſt touched to me / they ſayeÞ they doo per 
fo: the comvne welthe.Jſhailſhewethep it was 
nothyngefozþcauſe;xſeherethereaton. The co: 
mune pꝛokyte in a Cyte / dꝛ a countre oꝛm com: 
nalte of people is none other thynge but one pro⸗ 
kyte/x the generall velthe is okd whiche eche our 
hath hisparte. But the thynge ſholde be done in 
pꝛofyte ſome andnot to ſome; ſhoide be called the 
py nate welthe or propze / a not pᷣcomune.And pet 
pſhall do the leſſe good pis taken away from one 
and gyuen to another. And this thynge ought to 
be calicdnot pzyuate welthe oz propre / but ryght 

greteertozcyon made to another in kauoure ofthe 

partye.Sothoumayſt ſc xpercepucclerclyþ they 

doitfauonrably x tn pꝛeiudyce of one parte to his 

gryefc toſuſtaynepother.Fortheyſpake not to þ 
wornen tn aduyſynge them theykepe them from 
the awaytcsofmen.Andyctitis athynge ryght 
certapne often tymesÞ they defceyue women by 
thepz cauteylous x falſe ſemblaunt . Ind it isnoo 
doubte the women be as Well in thenombee of 
$ creatures crthely as bethemen.Then J conclu 
deÞ they ſholde do fo2 Þ comune welthe þ1s co br 
derſtande of.fj.partes they ſholde haue ſpoken as 
well to women they ſholdc bew are ofthe men 
as they haue donetothemento beware ofþ wo- 
men.But fo: toleuetogoo to queſtyon and in fo- 
lowynge other / is to vnderſtande$ women be 
not of ſd lytell loue there as theyzhartes is ſette a 





{eto pzoue it by enſample ofthemy haue 5 
uered vnto the dethe. And kyꝛſt Fſhal tell the o 
noble Dydo quene of Cartage ofwhome it is (po 
kenhere aboue ofhcr grete valoure as thyſcifeha 
the touched other tymes. 


¶ Here it ſpeketh of Dydoqueneof Cartage to 
purpoſeÞ loue is ſtable in a woman.Ca. hy, 
asitis ſard aboue, Dydo quene 
bt cCartage beynge in her cyte in Joy 
and peas reygnynge glozpouſly co- 
17/38 me by foztune Encas flebde frome 
Eg Troy after the deltruceyon of þ Du 
ke #capytapne of many /Troyans caſt by dyucrs 
t es / they ſhyppes bzoken /theyz bytaples 
kayled / greteiollc ofpcople.Deſyzoug ofreff,we 
ry ofrouynge by ſce/buſy to gete lodgynge/ary- 
ued at pozte ofCartage/#asgfoz doubte ofmyſta 
kyngche wolde notbe ſo hardy totakelodeWout 
ipcence of Þ of thequene/but ſentetohertoknowe 
Whydcrit plcaſcdher 02no. But Þnobjle lady full 
of woxthyp and of wozthpnes Whicheknewe well 
that the Troyaus Were of moze reputacpon fozp 
cymc/then was ony nacyon ofthe woꝛide. Ind 
this Duke Eneas was of the noble blode ropall 














= of Tropc , She gauchymnot onelp lpecuce that 
| he ſholde take the lande / But ſhe herlelfe with a 
'} goble company oflozdes/and ladyes ;andgenty] 
|þ Women canie agaynithym vnto che ſee ſyde /and 
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that they be moze ſtabler thi they ſay/it (hail tuffy [ 


CO a ne IT EN IININ 


receyued hym xallhis company With grete woz- 
ſhyp/ſheleddehymin tohercyte and gretely oz: 
ſhypped hym/fceſtedhym./ x ealed hym why ſho!- 
de Jmakethetale longe. Solonge Encas was 
thereat ſotourne/caſe /andreſte / that he thought 
but lytell ofall the tourmentes thathc had befoze 
Ind ſo moche was they hauntynge /þfouc whi- 
che ſubtylly can ſcttehartegon tyre made that one 
tolouc that other. But after that that erperyence 
ſhewed ſhe loued moche betterEneas than he dy 
de her. For notaithſtandyngethathchad gyucn 
toherhis fapthe that he ſholde neuer take other 
woman:but that heſholde be hers cuermoꝛe he 
departed after that-that ſhc had refreſſhed hym w 
good and caſe .hisſyyppes garnyſſhed full oftrea 
foure and goodcs as ſhe thathad not ſpared her 
goodes thereas theherte Was holly ſctte wente 
away without takynge leue bynyght ryght crap 
tonrouſly without knowynge of her. and thus he 
payedhts hoſteſſe, The whiche departynge was 
to her ſo grete ſorowe of hym tharſheloued ſo mo 
che that ſhe Wolde forſake all Joye xher lyfe aiſo, 
Ind in dede after that ſhe had wepte and wayled 
pnoughe ſhe caſt herſclfe in a grete kyre that Che le 
te make/and ſoſhe bzente herſelfe. And others ſay 
that ſhe fleweherſclfe with the ſwerde of Sucas. 
Ind thus pytcouſiy cnded noble quene Dydo H 
Whiche had ben ſo gretlywoꝛſhypped þ Che paſſed 
inrenoWne all other woinen in het tyme, 

UC Of Medea thetruc Louer. Ca. lv, 







ZRJble Jaſon. This Jaſon was a kny⸗ 
'ght of Gzeceryght manly in armes, 
: thatinp Ile of Colcos whiche was 
in the countre of whiche the fader of Wedca was 
kyngc/there was alhepe that ſemed as impolly- 
ble to conquere. Ind yet it was pzopheeped that 
by aknyghtit ſholde be conqucred. Ja.on v hiche 
vnderſtode this thynge/as ryght deſyrous to cn; 
creas his renowne from good to better/departed 
from Gzece with a grete company to the entente 
topzouchyminthis conqueſt. And as he wasary 


Edea doughter of the kynge of Col | 
Icos Whichc had ſo moche vnderſtan | 
'dyngeloued ofto grete lone and lta- | 


W 


ucd in the fozcſayd countre of Colcos /thebynge | 
of the londe ſayd to hym that it was impoſl;bleyp | 


by tte pꝛoweſſe ot armes of man the golden fleece 
myght be goren. Foz it was a thynge madebp cn 
chautement/andp as many knyghtes as aſfaycd 


tt Were pcrpllhcd. Sohe Wolde not thatheſttolde | 


leſc his ile im luche manerc. Ind Jaſon ſayd 102 

tcly thar ſyth he had taken the enterpryſe in hande 
4 he wolde not lcuc to dye therfoze. Mevea the dou 
F ghtcr ofp kynge whiche ſaweJaſon of ſucke beau 
tcxoiſogretcrenowne. x ofthelygnageofakyn 
ge ſcmed thathe were agood maryage fot her / x 
that hcmygytp better cmploychislouctoherſhc 


{ | thought to kepe hym from the dethe,Fozgrete py 
J te toke her fuche aknyght ſholde perplſhe ſo.S0 
. theſpakctohym longe#atlayſoure/#toſay ſhoz- 
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— 6 5 Omer 


tely ſhe tokehym charmesxcnchauntementegag 
ſhep coude all/x taught hym allÞ maner howe x 
by what wape he ſholde conquere Þ golden fleece 
fo Jaſon ſholdepzomyſeher to take her to wyfe 
without hauynge othcr/xtoloucher truely. But 
ofthis pꝛomyſe lycd Jaſon. For after that that he 
was come to his entente he lekte her for another 

wherot as lone as he had lekte her ſhe fell in fuche 
dyſpayre pzᷣthere was neuer after Joy in her herte 
¶ Ot Toſbe the mayden.Ca? tv}. 
Udpdeoe tellet hinhis booke of Þctha- 
6 moꝛpholecos that inthe cyte of Baby- 
TEN Honc Were. tj.noble a ryche Cytezynes 
mA Erpghtnyghe neyghboures þÞ watics 
EhCAeg of they houſes pthey dwelled in Joy 
cd fogyder.Theſe.1.mcn had. ij. chvidren fayre 
aboue all others p one a ſone was named Ppꝛa 
mys-and p othcra doughter Wwhiche was named 
{Tyfbe.Thele.if.chyldzen Whiche yet Were with 
out malpce-as of Þ age of. viz. yeres loucd ſopar- 
fytely togyder Þthcp myght not abyde one frome 
another. Andit was they guyſe alwaye ᷣcuery 

day toryſe in the moznynge togyder to take theyr 
rcfeccyon of theyzfaders fo: togo to play Wothcr 
chyldzen oftheyz age toÞcntenteÞþtheymyght be 

alway togyder/+at al theyr playes one myght ic 

them togyder,a thus cndurc tyll they vere ware 
grete/4as they grewein age ſocnereaſedyflam- 

bes ofthey2 lone / ſo moche Þ by thep2 hauntynge 

they Were perteyued /#fo ſome had ſuſpeccron by 















the whiche it was repozted to themoder of Tylbe F 


(The whiche toke ſuche wzathe of this thynge þ 


lhelhytte yer falte in her chambzes/ and ſapd tyar | 
lhe wolde kepe her well ynoughe fro thehauntyn | 
cof j>yzamys.Ofthis pzpſon were ryght tozow | 
il theſe two louers that theyz wepynges #com | 


playntegs Were ryght pytcous. nd to was this ſo | 
rowe to themryght harde foz that none oftheym 


myght le other. This dyſtrelſe endured palſpnge | 


longe /the Whiche made not elle they loue / ne ma 


de them nothynge p tlower fozſo moche as they | 
ſaWe not cche other but alway encreaſcd the hete | 


of they2 age / ſo moche that they werecome to the , 
age of.rv.ycres. Jt happened on a dayeſoagfoz- | 


tune wolde that Thyſbe that thought alwapein | 


hcrloucall wepynge in her chambye beholdpnge | 


the wallc that was bytWwene Þ.t.houſesinſayen | 


gepytcouſiy.O thou walle of yarde ſtone Whiche | 


makeſtthedepartyngebytwenempyloue and me⸗ 


ykthere Were ony pyte in the thou woldeſt clenein | 


{ond2ctotheententethat Imyght ſe hym that | 


hauc deſyred ſo moche. And as ſhe ſayd theſe wox: | 
dcs lheſave by aduenture in a corner pᷣ vᷣalle cle⸗ 
ucd by the whiche ſhe perceyued the lyght of that | 


othcrparte;and then lhe dygged in the clefte with 


the pendant ofher gyzdell/ for other toolchadſhe | 
none,Þ hole encrcafed iomoche ſhe put thuughe | 
the pendant/totheententethat pyzamys ſholdc | 


perceyue it. The whiche thynge happened as by [ 


this token thele. ij.louers often tymes allembled { CDfthe good woman Yero. Ca, 
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to ſpeke togyder in the fozelapd hole where they 
made they pyteous complayntes.Ind at thelaſt 
conſtrayned by gretelouc they toke coliſaple that 
they wolde ſtele awaye by nyght fro theyz faders 
and moders, Ind that eche ot them ſholde fynde 
other at a welle vnder a Whyte mulbecry tre;Wwhe: 
re thep were wonte toplape in theyz youth. And 
as TylbeWhiche loued moze was the kyrſt come 
to the welle abydyngehcr loue / ſhe beynge aferde 
ofalyonthatlheherdecompngeto dzynke at the 
well thefled tohydeher in a bullhe there by. Ind 
in goynge lhe lete falla Whyte coucrchete the wht 
chethe lyon kounde / and caſte vpon it the entray⸗ 
les ofbeeſtes that he had deuoured / Pypramys ca: 
me or vᷣ Tolbe durſte come out of the buſſhe. And 
fox that he kounde the couerchele of Tyſbe whiche 
he perceyued by the mone lyght charged with the 
cntraplles/trowed verelp that his louc was de 
toured. Dohe had ſo grete ſorowe that hetiews 
yy1aCelke wich his (werde. And as he wasin yer 
ge-Tyl'be came Wwhiche foundehym in that poynut 
and by the token ot the couercheke þ the ſawe hym 
haue in his handeſheknewe cauſe of p cuyi1 ad 
nuenture, wherokſhe had ſucheſozowe þſhe wolde 
iyuc no longer. Ind when lhe awe that the ſpy1y 
tcofher loue was out ofhis body after many gre 
tclamentacyons that ſhemadefſheſteweherſcife 
With the ſame Werde. 


lvij. 


Cxtc ofLa. O.l. 





$<XZZZEFIL)cnobleyonge Woman Hero loued 
2J\not moche leſlep Hander than dyde 
; yy 4TyſbcPyzamys.Fozas this Han- 


2% der to kepe the worſhypofher loued 


ſhcſholde be blamed fozhym /top ententey thep 
lone myght endure the longer /Without eſpyenge 
of onypcople/he toke ſuche amancrtoſehis lady 
oftcn tymes . Herole bynyght from his bedde to 
the ententeþnomanſholdeknowe it. And wente 
aloncto an arme of ſceryght large whiche was 
called Herles a paſſed ouer (wymmpnge tyll he ca 
me to a caſtell named Habydon þ ſtode vpon thc 
ryuere in other lyde wherep Hero dwelled whi⸗ 
che abode at a wyndowe /xtnthelonge nyghtes 
of wynter helde out ab2onde of fyre at the wyndo 


we to the entente þ he ſholde come the ryght way: 


thydcr.Theſe.tj.loucrs contynued this lyfe ma- 
nyyecrcs tyll fortune had cnuye of thepr ſolacyous 
lyfe/xthought to trouble theym. Fox as it happe- 
ned ona tymeof wynter p by the woodnelle of þ 
ſce the ryucre was full of tempeſt a paſſynge depe 
a peryllous/ the whiche tempeſt durynge ſo longe 
without ſcaſynge ⸗?⸗7-they thought it ryght longe ÿ 
one to ſe that other whiche was ryght noyous to 


IAbetter to put hym in grete pecryll thi 


the.ij.louers and gretely they complayned them 
of p wynde x of the tempeſt that endured ſo lange 
It thelaſt the Hander whome grete deſyre chaſcd : 
by that yhe ſalve in anyght rhe bzondeat ÞWwyn:+ - 
dowepHerohelde Jt ſemed hym p lhe called hym | 
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and he thoughtgrete cowardyſe yp heputhymnot 
in peryll/z that ye wente not / foz dzede of whiche 
he doubted hym. And lhe wolde tayne defendehp 
⸗H„he lholde not go to puthymin ſucheperyll yf ſhe 
myght. Mot withſtandynge ſhehelde out pᷣ bron⸗ 
de at aduenture to teche hym the ryght wap yt he 
wolde nedes doit, Dothus happened the vnhap 
py aducnture þ the Hander put hymſclfein the ry: 
ucre #nyghtnot ſtrpue agaynſt thcflode ofp Loa 
tcr Whiche bare hym ſoo ferre that he muſt nedes 
dro wne. The good Yeroto whomherhertc gaue 
as it happened ſeaſed neuer wepynge. And When 
P clere day appered as ſhe ſlcptenot wente ag ay 
ne top wyndowe Where lhchad ben all theſnyght 
Ind lhe ſawey body ofher loue klete vpon the wa 
tcr nyghey bzynke.She þ woldc not lyuc no lon⸗ 
ge atrer caſte her in to ſee / #dydeſo mocheþ ſhe 
toke her loue in her armes and ſodycd/ and thus 
lhe was peryſſhed. 


C of Syſmondedoughter ofthe prytice of Sa- 
icrne, Ca. IVitt. 
| HAY OcacetellethinÞboke of Cenr Nou 
uelles pᷣa pꝛynce of Salcrnenamed 
4/Cancrehad a fayre doughter ryght 
> gentyll + courtoys whiche was na⸗ 
Feaxr>i ed mcd Syſmondc.Þcioucdthis doi 
ghterof ſoo grete louc that With grete payne he 
Wolde accozde vnto the ſtyzynge of his lordes tro 
maryeher to the Erle of Champayne. But as lhe 
CytcofLa, Dt; 











that ſholdenot abydelongein maryage/ this Er- 
le dyed and fader toke her home agapnetohym/ 
thynkyngeneuer to marye her agayne. Thelady 
whichewas nouryſſhed tenderly / and was ryght 
kayre / a in the kloure okher youthe. Ind whiche þ 


knewe the wyll ofher fader thatſhe ſholde bema 
ryed agayne wente and aduyſed her amonge all 


the ſeruauntes of her fader ofa ſquyer the whiche 
aboue al the others thoughe there were grete koy 
ſon okknyghtes and gentyll men he ſemed to her 
fayre and good/# Worthy to be loued. And ſo mo⸗ 
che that ſhe thought to paſſe her vouthe moꝛe Joy 


ouſly to take her pleaſaũce. And longe tyme orſhe 


wolde dyſcouer this thynge ſhe behelde cucry day 
when lſheſate ather faders table the maner/coun 
tcnaunce / and condycyons of the ſquyer whiche 
wae named Gupſcart ſomoche that from dayto 


— —— 


— — — — 


day he ſemed to her moꝛe parfyte amonge all thyn 
ges. By the whiche ſhe called hym on a day before + 


her a ſayd tohym in this manere / Guyſcart fayze -- 


frende the truſt that J haue in your bounte/beau- 
tc/x wyſdome/counſayleth me to dyfcouer to you 
of dyuers thyngcs that toucheth me ryght ſecrete 
the whiche Þ woldcnot tell to none other body, 
But J wolde 029 FJ tellit you tohaue pour trou⸗ 
the that hal neuer be opened byyon. Gupſcart an 
fwered . Madame you nede not to doubte that 


there ſhall be nothyngeknownebymethat ye tell - 
me/and fo: that Jaſſureyou by my trouthe. Ind - 
then ſayd Syſmondeto hym /Gupſcarte knowe 
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Conor 


it fox trouthey mp pleaſaunceigin a gentylman; 
that Jloueand Wwylloue/and fozthat thatJ may 
not well ſpcketohymnozby whometoſcndehym 
my Wyll. Þ wolde that ye were meane of our lo⸗ 
ues. Nowe beholde pf Fhaue grete truſte in yon 
aboue all others when J wpllput mpnchonourc 
in your handes.And there he ſet hym on hiskneee 
and ſayd. Madame Jknowc wel that ye haue ſu 
che wytte and goodnellc that ye wolde not do the 
thynge vnconuenable, Soo T thanke you rpghr 
mekely that ye truſt in me more than in another, 
Nowe comaunde your good picature to me your 
ſeruaunt/and J hall obeyto mp power and ferue 
hymyf Iknewe whicge he were þ were fo happy 
to haue the lone of a lady of ſo grete worthpucilc 
as yeare.Fo cctteShc hath not fapledof a noble 
loue. when Syſmonde þhad wyll to prouc hym 
hadherde hpm ſpeke ſo wyſely. The ſhe toke hym 
by the hande and ſayd. Frende Guyſcart knowe it 
that thou artche that J hauc choſen fozmyne one 
ly loue and in whom J wyll take all my pieaſaun 
cc, fot me ſemeth that the nobleſſe of thy courage 
and the good maners of whiche thou arte full yci 
deth the wozthy tohauc an hyghe loue. The por 
geman had grete Joycofthis thynge a thanked 
ryght humbly/and ſhoztelpto ſay longe tyme con 
tynued theyz louc Without that /Þ ony tydynges 
Was felte therof, But kortune enuyous of they? ſo 
lace wolde nolonger ſuffrctheſe.t,louersin Foy 
but tourned theyr dyſporte in to grete and bytter 
CytcofLa. O.ltſ, 





fozowe by mcruaylous aduenture. Jt foztunedin 
a (omers day þ Syſmonde dyſpoztcdher ina gar 
dyne With her maydens/atÞ houre her kader that 
hadnonc other welthe but whenhe ſaweher wen 
tealonetn to her chambec to dyſpozte hym W her. 
But when he foundeÞ wpndowes lhytte and the 
curtepnes of the bedde dꝛawne /x that there was 
no body thcre trowed that ſhe had ben allepe. Do 
hc wolde not awakeher but layde hym on a lytell 
conche/x therche ſlepte ſtrongly. when Syſmon: 
de thoughty ſhe had ben longe ynoughe in Þ gar- 
dyne lhe wente to her chambze Xlayde her on her 
beddeas for to ſlepe/ail her women were voyded 
a ſhytte the doze vpon her /not perceynynge pher 
fadcr 02 ony other was there/x when ſhe ſawe her 
ſcifc alone ſhe roſe from her bedde # wente to ſeke 
Gupyſcart whiche was in one ofhe wardzobes / x 
bought hym in to her chambꝛre. And fo as they de 
uylcd bytwene them two Within the curteyns as 
they ytrowedp they Were alone / the ppynce awo⸗ 
ke 4 vnderſtode K„ᷣthere was a man with his dou⸗ 
ghter he had ſo grete ſozowe of thynge þ of pay- 
nc the conſydcracyon phe ſholde dyſhonourchis 
doughter myght not kepe hym)but thathchad de 
parted them. Neucrtheleſle he ſuffred x vnderſto- 
dec wel who tit was/xdyde ſo mochepheleptcout 
of the chambec theynot knowynge of hym . And 
when theſe two loucrs had ben ynoughe togyder 
Guyſcarte departed.But the pzynce that had ma- 
de watche vpon hym/anonche madehymtobeta 
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ken a pꝛyſoned hym. Ind after vente to his dou- 
ghter/x they beynge alone in chambrey cpesfull 
of tecres/and With grete ſoꝛowe began to ſaye to 
her. ¶ Sygyſmonde Jtrowed tohauemny a dou 
ghtcr aboue all women/fayze-chaſte, x wyſe bur 
offomocheam Jp inozcotcreometo tay as thou 
ghe Jhad trowed thecontrary. Fozyf J had no? 
fenc it with myne eyes there was nothynge that 
ſholde haue made me byleue that thou had be ſup 
pꝛyſed vᷣ the loue ofony man but ityad ben thyne 
houſbande. But as of p J, ain certayne p ſoꝛowe 
thcrofſhall be thetourment of inyne age. Jud of 
that lytell tyme ÿ Jhauc to lyuc. ithar Wwhiche cr 
grudgeth mooſtmp W2atheis that y J trowedp 
tobcofmo2cnoblecouragerhen ony woinanbo? 
ne. nd Fc well the contrary-by that thou haſt 
taken the to one ofp leet ofmyne houtholde . Fox 


yk thou wolde haue done ſucheathynge thou mp 


ghteſthaue founde ſome of moze nobleſſe x wo! 

{hypin mp courte then when thou toke Supſcart. 
To whome J trowe to ycldc the ſorowe pᷣ J hauc 
byhis cauſe. Fo2 J woldc pthouknowe it thar Þ 
ſhall makchym to dye / the ſame Wolde Þ do by 
theyfJmyght deſtroy fro myne herte the loue vᷣJ 
haue iñ p moꝛe gretter than euer kader had to his 
doughter / whiche tourneth me kro it when Syf 
monde vnderſtode this thynge x thar her fader co 
depned hym to deth p ſhe loued ſo moche ſhe was 
ſoſo2ovofull that ſhe wolde fayne dye pᷣhoure pet 
by ryght ſtable courage x conſtaunte chere Wout 








caſtpngeony teeres outof her cs /thoughe lhe 
was dyſpoſed to lyue no longer the afvocred thug 
Fader ſyth that itis ſo that foztune gathe made pᷣ 
to be knoVone Whiche that Þ wolde fo faynehaue 
couered. Jhauenoonedeto maie noo requeſt of 
you/ercepte yf J wyſteto aſke ofpourempylſpon x 
lyfe to hym that ye manace ofdethe.J Wolde beſe 
che you to take mpne andleue his. Fozinthatp J 
aſke pou pardon/xye Wolde do tohymas ye ſaye 
J wolde not aſke1t , Foz Jwyll noo longer lyue. 
Foz of ſo moche J make you certayne that by his 
detheyclhallfle me. But of this thynge that mo- 
ueth yeu to ſo grete wꝛathe ayenſt vs / haue ye not 
cauſe to take itvnto your owne blame. Foz yethat 
be offleſſhe haue not ye engendzed a doughterof 
ticſſhc xnot of ſtone no of yzon . And ye ought to 
thynke thoughe ye be olde / what andhowe grete 
ts the heupnelle of pouthe lyupnge tn delyces and 
at caſe and the pzyckynges whiche arc to paſſe. 
Ind ſyth that JlaWetharye thought never ma- 
ry me agayne / a felynge me yonge #pyycked with 
luſtyneſſe J fell to loue this ſame gentylman and 
not without a cauſe / ne without grete delybera- 
cyon Jconſented and accorded to myne herte that 
he deſyred / yvet or that Jaduyſed well the condycy 
ons of hym parkyte in all vertues moꝛe than ony 
other ofpour courte / and that ye mayknoWe your 
felfe whichc haue nouryſſ hed hym / what other 
thynge is nobleſſe but vertues /fo2 it cometh not 
offleſſhe4blodewhicheis but donge / ſo ye haue 
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not cauſe to ſaye that Jhauetaken meto the leeſt 
noble of your courte/and thus ye haue no cauſc of 
waathe towarde vs/your owne blame coſpdered 
But at all yf'ye Wyll cake ſo grete punyſſhment of 
hym kor that treſpace it pertepncth not tobe taken 
but it ſhoide be taken ot wꝛonge a ot ſynnc. But it 
is mozeryghty Jhaueit whiche ſtyrcd hym ther 
to/Whiche thought that he ought to haue it. For 
certes ti iholde haue ben to moche in the herte ol a 
bylapne tv hauc refuſed a iady ofſuchc parcntage 
Ought ye then to emplope this trelpace ail vpon 
hym and not vpon me. Chen the pꝛyuce departed 
tromSyſmonde.But yet he was not appea{cs to 
warde Guptcart, but in the moznynge nade hym 
to be ſlayne / acommaunded that theherte ſhoide 
be takenout ofthe body / the whiche herte p kader 
put in a ryght ryche cuppe of goldc/and bya ſeere 


mellageretent it vnto hisdoughter and hc Hoide 


ſay thar he ſcnt her that pꝛeſente a to enioy of that 
thynge plhetoued mooit.Themeſſagere came ve 
foe Syſmonde aad made his preſcnt and ſayd y 
he was charged therwith.Andlhe toke the cuppe 
and opened it / and anone ſhe knewe the aduentu 

re. But thoughe ſhehad ſorowe ineſtymable e 
Was not dyſmayed ofhecr hyghe courage: but ma 
de her anſweretohyminthis wyſe without chat 
gynge her chere ſapenge.Mp frende ſayto pn 
ccthat one thynge percepuc J well/that is this / 
to lo noble a herte he hathe gyucn ſuche a ſepuitu⸗ 
tc that perteynech to hym. For other than golde& 

CrteofLa. P.. 
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p2eeyous ſtones ought he not haue.Thilhe ſtou⸗ 
ped ouer the cuppe and kyſled thc herte / in layenge 
ppteouſly . Haryght ſwete herteherboure of all 
my pleaſure.Curled be the cruelte of that maketh 
me to ſee then this plyte.ye Were alWwave preſcnt 
in mpneherte/aud the verayepen of mp thought, 
Nowhaſtthoupaſſed the courſe of thy noble lyfe 
by dpuerle foztunes/but pet thou haſt (uche aſepul 
ture of thyne enemye as thy wozthpnelle hath de- 
ſcrued/fo1t pertayneth Well that J do myn offpce 
that thou be waſſhed x bayned With the teercs of 
hcr thatthoulouedſo moche/ and thou ſhalte not 
fayle therof/and with thy ſoulclhal not be longe 
without myne.Fozthatis noreaſon but Þ J ſhall 
make companpye in ſhozt tyme/ pet maulgre foꝛ⸗ 
tune that hath be to the ſo cotrarye / there is come 
to the ſo moche of wele nowe that my cruell fader 
bath ſent to me tothentent þthoubemoze woꝛ⸗ 
ſhypped/and that J ſpeke tothe oz that Þ dye and 
that my ſoule maye ſc thyn/of whom J deſyze the 
companye aboue all thynge /foz Jknowe wellpþ 
thy ſpyzyte deſyzeth myne / ſuche wordes a others 
ynowe ſayd Syſmondeſo pyteous that ony per⸗ 
cone tharhardeit ought tohaue grete pyte of it. 
Ind ſo depely ſhe wepte that it ſemedÞþlhehad. ij. 
welles inherhedeÞ ran Wout ceaſpnge in to cup 
wWout makpnge noyſe 02 crye /butW alowe voy- 
ce kyſſynge alwaye herte, Theladys & gentyl- 
women were about her had gretemeruapleof 
this thynge/foz they knewe nothyngeofÞ aduen 
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re/ne What was the cauſe of þgrete ſoꝛo we. Do 
thcy wept all foz pytye/ andpayned them to rec6- 
fozte her/but it auapled not)xin vapne they aſsed 
her mooſt pzyue women the caule of her ſorowe. 
Ind he ouercome w meruayllous ſozowe whan 
ſhe had wepte ynough ſayd. O ryght welbyloucd 
herte J haue done al myne ollyce thatlonged to þ 
nowe therereſtcthnought todoo but to ſcndem yp 
ſoule to makecompanye with thyne. Ind w theſe 
wozdes ſhe lyfte her vp and opened an almarye x 
toke out a boxe where ſhehad put venymous her- 
bes to dyſſolucin water/to hauc it redy whan the 
cauſe happed . So lhe caſt þ watcr into the cuppe 
Where the herte was # Without ony maner dzede 
danke tt all/xlayde her done vpo her bed abydyn 
ge thedetheholdyngeP cup alwape ryght ſtratly 
whany women ſawe her body chatige by (panes 
ofdethe/ſoz2owynge meruayliouſly curſcd Þ fader 
Whiche was gone a lytcll whyle to dyſporte hym. 
Ind than he came at the houre that the venym by 
ganto ſtretcheaboute im the vaynes/andhe ful of 
forowe of Þ caſe Þp was happed repentynge hym of 
phchad done / bygan toſpcketoherbyſwete wor 
des trowyng to haue recoforted her makynge gre 
teſorowe / a his doughter afweredhyCancrereſcr 
ue thy teeres tyl a nother tyme / kor here is no nede 
ofthe x Jdeſpzethenot /preſembleſtþ mad map 
fleweama 3x aftcr wepte tozit-hadit not be better 
pphaddeſtict thy dowter lyuc at plecatice ſecretly 
louyng a mia thato ſeherhard deth by thy cruelte 
Cyte of £7. ÞP.1t, 
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tothy grete ſozoWe./The Whiche detheſhall make 
thatthynge that wag ſecrete to appere openly /@ 
then ſhe myght ſpckeno moze fox herherte bzake/ 
holdyngethe cupperyght ſtraytely in her handes 
And anone aftcrherp fader dyed foz ſozowe. Ind 
thus ended Syſmonde the doughter of the pzyn- 
cc of Salerne/ 


COf1yzabcthandofotherioners.Ca, lix. 


x Llo Bocacetclleth in the ſaydbooke 

of Cent Nouuelles that inthe cpte of 
+ Meſſpne inFtaly there was ajonge 
woman named Lp3abeth /Þ whiche 
* ty.bzetherne of hers by they couey⸗ 
tonſnes taryed her ofmaryenge . Ind they had a 
factoure and a gouernoure of all theyzbuſpneſſes 
ryght fayze and a goodly yonge man Whiche that 
theyr fadcrhad nouryſſhed all his youthe , ¶ It 
happened by the contynueli frequentacyon they 
had bytwene them they loucd cche other, andthis 
loue contynued a Whyleryght Joyouſly . But at 
thelaſt as theſe bzctherne percepued as they that 
Woldenot make grete noyſefo2 dyſhonourynge 
of thepz ſyſter were aduyſcdtofle hpm.Andin de: 
dc they ledde this yonge man Whiche was named 
Laurence with them vnto a manere of theues /x 
When they were come thyder they hadhymin toa 
gardyne and flewehym/and buryed hym amon- 
gethe trees, And they camehome agapneto theyz 
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houſe made them to byleuep thephad ſente this 
Laurence ferre tn to another colifrein they; me(- 
ſage. Lyzabeth whicheloued Laurence of ſo gre 
teloue was nothpnge athertes eate bycauſe the 
had loſt Þ preſence ot yer loue #herherte gaue her 
ttraungely ofthis matter ſo moche pᷣ in a tyme cõ 
ſtrayned okryght loue myght not tutfrc noo lon⸗ 
ger but o ſhhe al ked ot one ot her bꝛetherne where 


Laurence was + whyhe taryed ſo longe. By p 


whiche her bzoder antWered her ryght tyerlly x 
fayd/Wwhat pertepncthittoptoknowe/3thenLy 
zabeth percepued certapnly y they hadilapne lau 
rence/fozp whichelhe made meruaplous ſoꝛowe 
When the was alone / #lhe wepte all p nyght rp: 
ght depely Wout takpnge ony maner of reſt in co- 

laynynge hym þ ihe loued ſomocye/xtherwith 
he becameryght ipke / tor o Whiche ſpkenelle ſhe 
requpzed her bzetherne pthey Woldelet her goto 
dy:poztcher at they maner wout the Cpte alytel 
whylc-x when they yad graunted her {He wente 
thyder:xtec to whorneher yertc gaue allthis ad 
ucnture vente alone in top gardyne Where this 
Laurcncelap decd/xlokynge all aboute ſhe ſawe 
Whyercp body was buryed by the rayſyngeof the 
newcerthe/xthen ſhe dygged p erthe wa pycops 
Þ ſhe founde there lo mochẽ tyli ſhe founde þ body? 
Then embraſynge yp bodybygretedyſtreſſe made 
ſorꝛowe out ofmeaſure, But foꝛ ſo moche that ſhe 
knewe that ſhe myght not be longe there fox fere 
the ſholde be percepued/toke 9 body out of crthe 

CytcofLa. P4.ltj, 







and toke the heed ofher louey her bzetherne had 
ſinyten of/and knyttedit ina couerchefe @ bury⸗ 
ed it none of her grete pottes Wheron they vſe 
toſetherbes #plantes #anherbe aboue it ſwete 
iy (melipnge pts called Baſylycon. Fnd W this 
potte lhe tournedhometo her houſe agayne but 
lhe yad this pottein ſo grete cherete þ lhe coude 
not partefrom it but put itin oxeofher chambze 
Wwpndowes inthe ayꝛe. And ſhe wateredit with 
none other water but with the teeres ofhereyen 
nyght and daye.Fnd this thynge endured no iy- 
tell whyle as ſome of theſemen ſaye women to2- 
geteth lyghtly/but it emedp her ſoꝛowe encrea- 
{cd from day to daye/# thus was the Baſylycon 
warxen fapze x grete foz the fatneſle ofthe erthe/x 
to tell ſhoꝛtely ſo moche lhcledde this iyfe vpon 
p pottc/Þ1t happened ſome ofher neyghboures 
perceyued howe ſhe wepte without ſcaſynge at 
this wyndowe vpon the potte/i tolde to hcr be 
therne the meruaple of her ſazowe. So they we⸗ 
re gretely abaſſhed what it myght be. Ind by np 
ght ſtale awapye the potte wherofin the mornyn 

e there began toſpzynge a newenoyaunce whe 

c founde not her potte/x foz all grace ſhe requy 
red pſhempyghthaue her potte agapne a ſhe wol 
dequytett themthoughe ſhe ſholde gyue her par 
teofall her other goodes / and ſayd pytcouſiy in 
complaynynge. Alas in What houre bzought my 
moder me foꝛthe into this wozide with mp crucl 
bzethcrneþ Whiche hatcth mp (ymple plealaũce 


that they Wyll not leuc mea lytell poozepotte of 
Baſylycon whiche coſt them nought noz yeldeit 
me agayne/z# J aſke them nothyngeciles foz mp 
maryage/#foziny do wꝛy.Alas itisnot grete ᷣJ 
dcſpze otfthem a thus lhe lete it paſſe/ but her ſ020 
we neuer ſeaſed ſo moche ᷣ ſhelaydc her on a bed 
& was ſore ſpke, Jn tye Whiche ſykenclle what ſo 
euer one offred her ſhe let not byitnebyno Joye 
iny woꝛlde but onely her potte / a thus ſhe dycd 
pyteon.Fud J thynke not yp this thyngeis alc 
ſpnge fox there they madc aſonge of complayn- 
tcofthis gencylwoma a of her pot Rhiche they 
ſpnge yet. What (all F tellp mozcF ſholvc holte 
to longe yf toldep the hyftozwes of women in 
ſuchc maner of lone taken/Whiche haue loucd of 
rygh: grete louc. C Ofanother allo telicth Boca 
ce of whome p houſbande made to cate phcrte of 
her loue whiche neuer ete after.The ſame dyde Þ 
lady of Fayllee whiche loued the Chaſtelayne of 
Couſlp by to greteloue.Jiſo Jſoude Tryſtram. 
Tyamere Wwhiche loued Hercules ſo moche þ lhe 
ſlewe herſlelfe whẽ he was decrd.So it is no doi 
bte oͤthere is ryght grete loue in coſtaunte wo 
ma wyhere ſhe ſctteth her herte thoughe it be ſoᷣ 
there be ſome wome lyght.C But theſe pytcous 
enſamples # ynowe of others Þ J mpght tell the 
ought not to bep cauſe to moucy courage of wo 
mentoput them in this peryllous ſee adampna- 
ble oflewdeloue. Fozalway the cndetherofis to 
themgrete pzciudyce in grefc of body x goodes!/ 
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02 dyſhonoure inÞ ſoule whicheis moſt. S0 they 
(haildo as wyſe wome whiche by good wpt can 
eſchcwe # not to gyueaudpenceto the whichew 
out (caſpnge trauapylleth chẽ to deceyue theym in 
ſuche caſe. 

COf Juno x#of other dyuers ladyes of ow 


ne.Ca. INE x. 
Owe J hauetoldep ofgrete foyſon 


D 8 
WEN Yotiadycs of the whiche p hyſtozyes 
l \ S\makcth mencyon / but loꝛ to tape of 


ENS? all thepzoceſſcſholdc be intynyte the 







” 








a 
XY vhicheJhaucnottakeninhonde/# 
tc futtyiety me Without moze that J bzyngetozth 
ſome in wytneſſynge to ſaye the contrary tothat 
þ thou haſt purpoſed that dyucrs men ſay. IWyl 
tell the in concluſyon of ſome that hathe ben imp 
Wotlde gretely pzayſed by dyucrs actydẽtes mo: 
re tha by grete vertues. [Juno Toughtcr o:Sa 
turnus #of Dpys after theſapenges ofpoctes # 
P crroure of paynymecs was greteiy pꝛayſcd abo 
ue all othcr women ofplawe more for yer good 
faztunc than toz ony other cxceilenee . Dhe was 
ſpltcr of Jupyter and marycd vnto hym whome 
they called ſoucrapne god / fox the grete rychelle 
# foztunc1a Whiche lhe ipucd 4 habounded with 
her honſbande was rcputcd as goddelle of ry- 
cheſſe. Ind thoſe madde people byleued for her 
ſtature that ſhe had after her dethe that they we⸗ 
reche better kortuned / they graunted to her alſo 
oͤ cõtorte of oryghtes of marpage/ #by her helpe 
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the womenrecouered in praynge toher/ and they 
made temples ofherallaboute/awters/preeſtes/ 
playes #ſacrefyſes/x thus waslhe loge worſhyp 
ped ofthe grekes and ofthem of Cartage/ # with 
that ſhe was bzought to Romeafter and put inp 
Capytole in the Celle of Jupyter hcrhoulbande, 
Ind therethe was wozlhypped of Romaynes p 
werelozdes of the wozlde With many dyuers ce- 
rymonpes by longe tyine. ¶ Alſo Europe p was 
doughtcrofAgeno2 kynge of Phenyce was alſo 
gretely pzapſed fo2 that /that Jupytcr Whiche lo⸗ 
ned her named the thy2de parte ofÞ wozlde after 
hername.Jnd itis toknowe that ofthe namegof 
dyuers women hathe ben dyuers landes/Cyptces 
and townes named ſo-aSEnglondeof a woman 
that was called Ingle/ and ſo of others, 

CJocaſtaquene of Thebes was pꝛapſed for her 
grete infoztune/fo by myſaduenture ſhe had wed 
dedhcr owne ſone after that /pſhehadſlaynehis 
owne fader wherofnone oftheym bothe knewe, 
Ind ſhe ſawe that he dyſpayzed when he knewwe Þ 
aduenture a after ſavoc hym ſlayne byt wene two 
ſonesþſhehad. ¶ Alſo Meduſe oz Bargon was 
pꝛayſed fox her grete beaute/ſhe was doughter of 
therychekpnge Pozce of whom Ropalme was 
ryght haboundauntly cloſed with þ ſee. This Me 
duſe as the auncyent hyſtozyces ſayth was of ſoo 
meruayllous beaute that not oncly ſhe paſſed all 
other women/but thatis a mcruayllous thynge 
and aboucnaturc, Shehadher countenaunce ſo 








pleaſaunt with her beaute ofbodp andof vyſage 
tofhyeryeloweheeres as longe thzedes of golde 
 crylpe that ſhe dzewe euery moztall creature Þ 
thebcheldeto her/lothat ſhe was vamouableto 
all pcople.nd therfoze the fable fapneth that ſhe 
became aſtonc. ([Yelapne wpfe of Menelans / 
kpngeof Lacedemopne doughter of Tyndarug 
kynge of Ceballe/x of Lcydahis wyfe was gre- 
tcly renoWwmed fox her grete beaute.And fox that 
that it happened foꝛ bycauſe of the raupſſhynge 
that Parys made ofher Whiche was Þ cauſe by 
the whiche Troye was deſtroyed of this quene/ 
thoughe it be ſayd of the beauteof others/the hy- 
ſtoryes affermeththat ſhe was the fayzeſt woma 
that cuer was boznc of moder. Ind therfoze the- 
ſe Poctes ſaye that ſhe was engendzed of Jupy- 
tcrthe grete god. ¶ Alſo Polerene that was the 
meke doughter ofkynge Pzyamus was allo ag 
fayzcamaydeas 1s made mencyon in onyhyſto- 
re. and with p (thc was ryght ſtable & conſtaunte 
of courage as lhe ſhewed in recepuynge the deth 
Without vpſage oz ehere When ſhe was hecded 
vpon the tombe of Ichylles / then ſhe ſayd that it 
Vas mote agreablc to her todycthantobelcdde 
in ſcruage. Of others ynowe Jmyght tellÞ wht 
che that J lcue fo2 ſhoztenelle, 


C Here ſpeketh xpine/andryghtwyſneſſeanſwe 
reth aycnſt them that women dzawe meto them 
by they: gapneſle,Ca, Itj. 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


IT. fayd thus Madame truely to Þ pur- 
polc aboue ſapd./The peryllous lyfe of foly 
ſoue to thatÞ Jſe/trucly it ought to be {chewed 
o: women that haue ony vnderſtandynge in ſoo 
moche tyatitis to them ſo pzetudyable. But the⸗ 
reis grete blame gyuento them that delyte them 
to be gay in they2arayeandelothynge/and ſome 
ſape that they doit fox to dzawe theſe meto theyz 
loue. Canſwere. Dereloue Jlhall not excuſe 
them that be curyous and quapnte of thepz aray 
Fo: Without faple that vyceand not lptell ne no 
gnapntenelle out of ettatethat pertcyneth to cue⸗ 
ry perſone to bere 1s nor Without blaine by Þ wht 
chenot to excuſc the eupll/but to the entente that 
nonecharge them to gyue greterblame; ne other 
that it affermeth not ofſuche womeny one ſceth 
freſſhe and gaye. Jſay to the certaynely thatitco 
methnot to all women bycauſc ofloue that they 
do ſo/but it cometh to many as Well men as Wo- 
men by rpght good condycyon and naturall in- 
clnacpon that they delyte cheym in freſſheneſſe 
andin fayze habytes and ryche/in clenneſle /and 
in pzofptable rhynges.Indyfit cometothcmby 
kpndeit were herde tothem to eſchewe it howe 
beit that it ſholdebethe moze vertuous. ¶ It is 
not w2yten of thc Appoſtle ſapnt Barthylmewe 
the whiche was aryght grete gentyllman /that 
notwithſtandynge that our ſauyoure cryſtc hc: 
ſu prechedand teched ſtrongly ofpouerte 4 fym- 
pleneſſc in all maner of thynges /yet the bleſſyd 












apoſſle all his lyfe ware clothes of ſylke frenged 
aboute with golde and pzecyous ſtones/andit co 
meth tohym ofkynde to be rychely arayedy Wwhi- 
cheis comunely acuryous thynge and full ofpzy- 
de/andyethe ſynned not. And ſome wyll ſay that 
fo: that cauſe ourlozdeſuffred that foz his marty; 
dome he lefte his (kpnne/and was ſlayne. And the 
ſcthynges that Jtell the fo: toſhowethatno mã 
ought to Juge another of conſcpencefozhis haby 
te/nefo2 his araye. For it perteyneth onely to gov 
tobe Juge of all creatures/and vpon that J lyall 
tel thc ſoine enſamples. 


¶ Ot᷑ Claudyne a woman of Rome.Ca. lx, 


xLſo Bocace and Walere telleth Clau 
Adyne whiche was a noble lady of Ko⸗ 
Ime delyted gretely in fapzcclothynges 
Vã delycate. nd foꝛ thatyſhe was mo- 








«dd. 

me / lome pꝛeſumed ſhzewdelyapenſt hcr/x aycult 
her chaſtyte top pꝛeiudyce ofher good name · So 
it happencdinthe.rv. yere ofthe ſeconde batayle 
of Aufryke. That thc ymage of Pyſlemonde mo- 
ver of» goddes after opynyon had ben boznefro 
13ome there were aſſembled all the noble ladyes 
of Rometo go mete with the ymage whiche was 
put in aſhyp vpon Tybze/but Þ marynersmyght 
not aryue at the poxte for all they? ſtrength.Then 
Claudyne whiche knewe wellþſthe was myſby- 
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Wk delycatyfc than the othcrladpes oi lio 


lened of w2ongefox her kreſſhneſſe ſhe kneled be⸗ 
foze the ymage and made her pzaper allonhyghe 
in ſayenge to the goddeſſe/ that as truely as that 
ſheknewethat her chaſtyte was hole andnot coz 
ruptc that ſhe wolde gyucher gracethat tc alo- 
nempyght dzawe the lhyp tothe hauen. Ind then 
truſtynge to her clennelle toke her gyrdell # boun 
deit to the ſtcrneoftheſhyp / and arter dzewvethe 
ſhyp to the ryuayle as lyghtlyas thoughe all the 
maryners ofthe wozlde had ben there, Andthen 
euery body meruaplled therof, Jhaue not tolde Þ 
this encample fox the thynge that Þ Wene that y 
pmage that they as foles and mpylicreauntes call 
agoddeſſeÞþ had myght to lyfte vp the ptaycr of 
Claudynebut Jhaue toldett the tozto ſhewe the 
that ſhc that was ſogayeleftenot toꝛ ſo moche to 
be chaſte and by that the ſhewed that ſhe had that 
the trouthe of her chaſtyte was ſo courable to her 
the whiche helped her and not the goddeſle. 


¶ Howe theylyenot vponſome womẽ koꝛ ſo mo 
che thoughe they delyte them in fayrze clothynge x 
arayc,Ca. [r1t}. 


+20 thoſc Women that Wolde be bylo 

EE ucd payne them fot pcaule tobe gaze 

23 EA poand curpous. J ſhall proucihcy 

ER Nenchelon mabeth them notthelooncr; 

2.4m ncthcbetter tobeloued of wyſc men x 

of wozſhyp/and moze ſooncrandbetter ben theſe 
CytcofLa. Q.i. 





vcrtuous wonen honelt x ſymple loued of them 
that loue wozlhyp thanthemoolt Jolycſt 4 fay- 
rſt. So one myght anſwere me thus / ſyth that 
Womend:zaWe theſe mento theymby they: ver- 
tuc and honcſte. Ft were better that there were 
fewer good wamen, but Þreaſonſholde be nou- 
ght woxth.Foz the good and pzofytabic thynges 
ought not tobelefte to be tolde a to encreaſe fox 
that thoughe the foles abuſe themandeuery mi 
ought to dohis deuoyzc as weldoyngethoughe 
it foztune the contrary. Jndþitt is ſoo that manp 
Women benloucd fot thepz vertues and honeſte. 
Iſhall ſhewe the enſamples kyrſt ofdyucrs ſayn 
tes ofparadyſe J mpyght tell the that were couep 
ted ofmen fox theyz yoneſte. CLucrefſe ofwhom 
I ſpake here aboue whiche was rauyſſhed / the 
grctehoneſtc ofher was cauſc that Tarquynelo 
ued her moze than her beaute. Foz as her houſbi 
de was ones at a ſouperc there as this 'Tarquy: 
ne was whiche tauyſſhed her after and dyucrs 
other knyghtes with theym thep began to ſpcke 
of they2 wyues / and cucry mi ſapd that hts was 
beſt.But toknoWeS trouthe # to poue whiche 
of theyzWpucs was mooſt worthy to be p2ayſed 
cucrp man Wentetohozſe backe # wentetotheyz 
houſes. Fnd though) thep founde occupyed in 
the mooſthonelt oftyces # the werke were þ mo- 
re of reputacyon Wwherofit foxtunedþ Lucrelle a: 
monge all the other was foundeþ mooſt horeſt: 
lp occupyed as tyght a wyſe#a good womã cio⸗ 
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thedin a ſymple gowneamongeher maydeng x 
her wome werkyngetn wulleg 4 tpekyngeot ver 
cuous thynges,xthydcr canicpſayd /Tarquyne 
fone ofp kpnge with yer houſbave whiche veyol 
dynge yer gretehonelte/hcr ſymple countenance 
#ycrltpllmancre was ſo ameroug ofher ir cau 
fedhp to do the folye thathe dyde atter. 


¶ Ot quene Blaunche moder of ſaynt Lewes 4 
ocothergood women loued fox they: vertues. 
Capitulo. 


FSI 


> O= 

(ER) 2D 

@& = 4tuc #bounte/theryghrnoble quene 
Pe Blndcye moder otſaynt Lelvcs of 






ixiiij. 
Heſame wyſe wasloued fo her gie 
te vnderſtandynge / wyſdome/ ver 





—3 


I erle ot Chaͤpayne notu ltandynge 
he had paſſed Þ floure of her vouthe. But this te 
blecrle heryngeÞquenelpeke tohym w ſo wyit 
Wordes When hchad begon to warre agapnit þ 
ſayd ſapd ſaynt Lewes and the good 1avp lpake 
tohym of it ſayenge that ye ougyt notto do 10 cõ 
ſyderynge the weithes that her (one had done to 
hym / the erle behelde her by grete entent meruap 
Iynge hym of the grete goodneſle 2 vercue of hcr 
byy Whiche he was ſo itrongelp vndertaken w 
her loucÞhe wyſt not what toſaynoz do/ncdurſt 
neuer warre ayenſthym aftcr.Fozhcknewe wel 
oͤthere was ſomoche welthein her and of vertue 
allo he coude ncuer do otherwyſc but accowdew 
hymand hcr.So heſuffred fro that houre for the 
CytcofLa. «Nj. 











many troubles bylewde deſpꝛes that coſtrayned 
hymjyet ſheanſweredhymbytheſame.Indthen 
When lhe doubted not that he ſholdeneuer make 
warre tothe kynge but woldebeallhis/and that 
the was tnccrtaynethatherte and body andaliiþ 
euer he had waz inbinytted to her comniaunde- 
ment / loo ſhe loued hym all his lyfe aftcr. And he 
lcftenot fot a lytell wanhope that he myght come 
to her loue.So he made his louely complapntcs 
in dyttyes pꝛayſynge gretely his lady. The whiz 
che goodly dyttyes that he made he put them to a 
muſpeyen to iet them in to ſonge ryght delectably 
And in his halle at Pzoupnce and alſo at Croxes 
he made wzpte them and yet they appere in many 
piaces. Ind thus myght Iteli the ot many other 
Cand JXxfine anſ\ercd Madame toyour pur- 
poſcinipke caſe J haucſcne by experyence. Fo 
J knowe many vcrtuoug women that by that 
thcp haue confelled them co meincomplaynynge 
them to me of the picaſaunce that they toke there 
they haue ben mozercgupzed ſyth tyme o they} 
gretebeaute and youthchath ben paſt; thanthep 
were in theyz gretefloure wheroftheyſapd. Alas 
What wyll ye that J ſap to thele men ſeynge inme 
ony countenaunce of foly bp 2 Whiche they haue 
coloure and cauſe tathy athe was of accoz- 
de todo ſo grete folp. And J perecyue nowe apen 
lp by that» pe laye that the grete weithe of them 
hathe ben cauſe to make them to loue. Anditis 
Well contrarp toÞ oppupon of dyucrs folke þ ſay 
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thata good woman that wolde be chaſte ſhall ne 
ner be that woman that lyſt to be coueyted no2 re 
quyzed, 


C xpine aſketh #ryghtwytnes anſwereth ayenſt 
them that ſaye that women by nature ben carte, 
Capitulo. ixv. 


CEplye pou Icanno moꝛe myne ow⸗ 
Inelady / Foz mp queſtxons ben Weil 
Ea <yelloyled.Indit ſemeth ine that ye ha 
RA t ucynougheponed falſe thecupil ſap 
e>2L,qMicnges pſomany men ſaye vpon wo: 
men. And alſo amonge other vytes ofn omẽ they 
ayep Jnarycets a naturall thynge in them; but 
it appereth not ſo to me by that that ye ſaye. ¶ An 
ſwere. Dere doughter Itell the certayniy p Aua⸗ 
ryce is no mozenaturaliin women than in men / 
Xpfthere be leſſe god knoweth it. And that thou 
mayſtſe by that that byÞ couetyſeneſſe of dyucrs 
men there is mochemozeharme done to the wozl 
dethan by the lytell couetyſeneſſe of women. But 
as Jhaueſapd to the befoze thatþ fole knoweth 
better the lytell treſpace in his neyghboure than 
hedothethegretecryme ofhymſelfe. And by that 
that one ſethe often tymes p Women dclyte them 
in louynge to ſpynne and cardeſuche thyngesms 
call couetyſe.But J pzomyſc the$there ben grete 
foyſon of them that yfthcy had wherof they Wol: 
de not beſcarſene couctouſc as of that ſholde be 
CytcofLa. Q.iij. 



































tothey2 worſhyp. But pooze men holdecomune- 
iy wot Wpnes lo ſtrayte they muſt nedes kepe 
thatthep haue,fozthep wote well it were no ip- 
tthynge to hauemoze. Ind ſo there ben ſome 
people calleth women ſcarſe;/fox$theyhauema 
ryed full large waſtours of they; goodes /# the 
pooze women p knewe Well ptheyz houſbandes 
haue ſpcndedlewdely that p ſholde fynde they; 
houlholde #that they x they; chldzcn dare not 
compare chereand mapenot holde them toſpcke 
to they houfbandes #to coliſaple them oflcile de 
ſpence.Doſuche thynges is no coueytyſe ne ſcar 
ſenelle but it is a ſygne of ryght grete pzudence/# 
ſuche debates onemap ſeoftcn tymes in marya- 
| ges by thatp ſuche counſapllyngepleaſethnot to 
the men/andbyP thep gpueblame to the women 
| of Þ thepought to ptayſethem of. But it be true 
that this vyce of Fuarycebe not in them ſo as ſo⸗ 
ne Wpll lay / It appcreth to almeſſe that withry 
ght good Wyll thep do daply /@godknowcthit 
howe many pzyſoners inthelondeofÞ ſarazyns 
howemanynedy gentylmen # others haue ben 
and ben all dayes lowe in the wozlde comfozted 
#ſocoured by women #by they: goodes.C The 
Ladpyes of Rome were not ſcarſe when in the ty 
me thatÞ Cyte was gretely greued with warre/ 
by the whiche allÞ comunetreaſourc ofÞ towne 
Was waſted # ſpended oa men ofarmes wherof 
it was grete fozoWve to oͤ Romaynes to fyndethe 
wap tohaueſpſucrtoputfozthanarmye Whiche 
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was of force ryght neceſſaryſor them.But thela 
dyes by they owne fre wyll a alſo the wydowes 
ailembled them # bzought all theyz Jewelles & 
al that they had without ſparynge ony thynge to 
Pp pzynces of Rome/z freely toke it them of Þ hi 
che thynge the ladyes were gretcly pzayſcd / and 
aftcrwardes all they Jewelles # goodes Vere 
yelded tothem agapne # of good ryght. Foz thep 
were the cauſe of Þ recouerynge of Rome. 


COftherycheladyandlyberafl named Buyſe., 
Capitulo. lxvj. 


Fthelyberalyte of Women allo it is 
3 w:yten inthe dedesof pRomaxnes 


of þ wozlypfuilryche woman Bup⸗ 
Iceoꝛ ppaulyne Whiche was in plonde 
D<=4vofpuyllcinthetymep Hanpball gre 
ued,fo moche the Romapnes by fyze and pren/ ᷣ 
he deſpoyled altnoſt all Jtaly ofmcn a of goodcs 
Jt happened of þ grete dyſcomfyturc of Cancs 
WherofHanyball had ſo noblca vyctozye many 
Romapnes fledde p ſcaped from the batayle wort 
ded and hurte. But this wozſhypfull lady Buyſe 
receyued all them that ſhe myght hauc anone to 
the nombie of. r.thouſande and gadered themin 
ts her houſes / koꝛ ſhe was of greterpcheſſe . Doo 
ſhe madethemto be heled ather coſt and charge/ 
ſocoured them all with her goodes ſoo moche þ 
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by the helpe and comfozte$ the dydeto themthey 
myght tourne agayne to Rome and ſet vp they 
armes$ agayne ot the whiche thynge ſhe was ry- 
ght gretely pzayſed . So doubte ye not derefren» 
de that ofinfpnyte Women/large curtoys/and ly/ 
bcrall Þmyght ecllthe pnoughe.C.And alſo with 
out ſckynge more erther the hyſtozycs as Well of 
other largeſſe of ladycsÞ myght tell the ynoughe 
Ne wag not the lybcralyte greteof the noble ta: 
dy de larpuere named Margarete whiche 1s pet 
on iyue/and was ſomtyme Wwpfe ofthe lozde Bu- 
rell lorde de larpuere/and fyrſte chambyelapne of 
the wyſc kynge Charles./This lady as lYe p was 
alwayc/Wwyſe/wozſhypfull and well manercd. Jt 
happenedina tymeamonge others / ſhe beynge 
at a grete teeſt where there was grete foyſon of 
noblc ladyes and ofknyghtes and ofgentylinen 
m grete apparayle.Then this noblelady Whiche 
was fayzce aponge as lhe beheloe p noble chcual- 
ry that was thcrethought that there was noche 
rc amonge others ryght a notableknyght and of 
grete woꝛſhyp in his ſpupnge that was called ſp2 
Emenyonde Pompncrs. This ladyl:fie not fo 
ſo moche phe was agooolyman to haue remem 
braunce ofhym bycauſe of his Wozthynelic and 
bounte/herthoughtp moe fapzer araye myght 
not bein acompany than notablemen # of good 
fame thoughc that they wereolde. So ſhe aſked 
gretely where this\pz Emcnyon was phe was 
not at that aſſemble. So it was toldeher that he 


was in p2yſon inthe caſtellofÞParys foꝛ fpue hon 
dzed frankes in whiche he was bouůde fox a vyage 
that he dydeinarmes as he dyde oſtetymes. Ha 
ſaydthe noblelady What ſhame is this top real: 
me to ſutkre tuche aman to bean youre in p2yſon 
foz dette , Ind thanlhe toke the chapellet ot golde 
tyat ſhe had vponher yede;ryghtrychc and tap2e; 
and put vpon yerinſtede of that a chapcllct ofper 
uencle/and ſo lhe toke it to a certayne meſſagere x 
ſayd. Go and put this chapellet in plegge tor that 
he oweth/and that hebe delyuered anoue and co- 
me heder /the whiche thynge was done ofthe 1h: 
che ſhe was gretely prayſed. 


¶ Okf pꝛynteſſes xofladycsof Frafice.Ca. lxvij. 


Nd Jxpineſayd thus. Madame ſy 
\ the tharye haug remebued this lady 
that is in mp tymeand arcentredto 
theſame pouric of tadycs of Fraunce 






7"v abydyngcinthat coticre. Jptay you 
that it pleaſe youto ſapeſomWhat of chem that ye 
ſeme ought to be ſayd / a yk ye thynke pᷣ it be good 
that they maye be harboured in our cytc. for wh 
rekoze ought thep tobe to2gotten as thoughe they! 
Were ſtraungers. Anſwere, Xpinc Janſuwere che 
certaynely that J ſemany oftzeryght v-crtuous, 

andit pleaſeth me wel þthep be of our tytrzeynes 
Ind fyꝛſt ofall ſhall not be refuſed there tizent-ble 
queneof Fraunce Iſabell debaucre nowe by the 

C: tcofiLa. 3.1, 
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grace of god reygnynge in whom there was ne- 
uer founde no cruelte no extozcyonne none eupl 
vyce but alway in good loue #benygnpte toher 
{ubiectes.C Ne ought not gretely to be pꝛayſed 
p fayze ponge/good & Wyſe duchelle of Berry wp 
fe ofduke Johñ late ſone ofkynge Johfi of rai 
ce 4bzoder of p wyſe kynge Charles/Þ whicheno 
ble duchelle bare herſelfe ſo wylely # chaſte in the 
floure of her youthe Þ allþ wozlde pꝛayſed her of 
grete vertue. what ſholde J ſay to of ducheſſe 
of Oꝛlyaunce wyle of Lewcs ſone of Charles ⸗ 
wyſe kynge of Fratice late doughter ofy duke of 
MWPyllayne/of whiche pzudent lady ye mpght tell 
þ ſtronge #conſtatite courage ofgrete loue toher 
{o2de/aduyſed in gouernaunce/Juſt to euery mã 
4 wyſe ofher bchauoure. Cwhatis there to ſaye 
of ducheile of Burgopne wyfe of duke Fohfi ſo⸗ 
ne of Phpylyp/late ſone ofkynge Johfi of Fraſice/ 
was lhe notryght vertuous true to her loꝛde be 
nygne inherte/#tin her countenaunce/good in co 
dycyons ã Without onp vyce. ¶ The counteſſe of 
Cleremount doughter of Þ duke of Berry aboue 
ſayd ofhis fyrſt wyfe a maryed to ᷣ crlc of Clere⸗ 
mount ſone of Þ duke of Burbon abydynge du⸗ 
chy / is not þ tale ofher fuche þpertepneth to be to 
cucry hyghy pꝛp̃teſſe of þ gret loue ofher lozde wel 
maneredin all thynges vwyſe/xher vertues appe 
rcd lyke to her countenaunce #honourable poztc 
#thisis lhe þÞ loueſt ſyngulerly amonge others 
ag moche fox her vertues as for grete benefey- 


tes of her/ſtretched vnto 9 by charpte # good lone 
parte beholdpugetherto.The Duchclle of Hola: 
de #countelle of Hepnaulte doughter of þ aboue 
ſayd Phylyp #ſpſter ofhymp is nowe,ought not 
p lady tobeput amogey good ladyes truein cou 
rage/ryghtwpſein gouernaunce/charytable/4ſo 
ucrapnely deuouteto godwarde / a to ſay ſhoztly 
all good. ¶ The duchelle of Burgon | ought ſhe 
notto bercmembzed amongey» payſedladycs x 
ryght wozſhyptuil wozthy tobe prayſed in al thp 
ges / what ſholde Jſay / muſt occupyclonge tp: 
meto tell all theyz grete bountees. ¶ The good 
lady #fayze aryght anoble woman countelle of 
Sapnt Poule/doughter ofÞ duke of Bar: toſyn 
germayne of þ kynge of Frauncec wel ought toe 
mein place amonge others.C{Flſo lhe þ thoulo; 
neſt well Anne doughter lomtyme of the Stle of 
Marche a ſpſter tohym pnowt is whiche is ma 
ryed to the bzoder of Þ quene of Fraunce Lewes 
de bauperc empeyzethnot Þ company ofthe þ ha 
ucgrace +be worthy ofpzappngc; foxto god x» 
woulde her vertuesben accepted. ¶ Of other cot 
telſes x baronneſſes ladyes a gentylwomẽ bur. 
geyles / wynes xofalcſtatesthereben ynowe bo 
the good # fapze maulgreÞ cuyil fapersÞþ god be 
woꝛſhypped whiche maynteyne thẽ a amẽde thẽ 
ydo amyſſe/x of this thyng doubte not coͤtrary 
Fox J afferme foz certaynethoughe p many m6 
as cuplſayers xcnuyous ſay pÞ cotrary,4Frfine 
anſwered-thicertes madamcthis Þſaydofrou 
Cyrtcofia. R.ij. 








is to mca ſoucrapne Joyc.Þnd ſhe anſ\vered me. 
Dere trende nowe Jhaue ſuffycyentiy done mync 
offpceta 9 Cyte of ladyes / as in makynge y fayze 
palaps x tayze maunſyons /& J haue pcopled it vw 
nobics grete rowtes ofalleſtates whiche isnowe 
tuifylicd,vowe come mp ſyſterJuſtyce whicye {hal 
| pertourme þ ſurplus a ſop lhaltebcſuffyſed. 
f Cxpine ipckcth toall pzpncelles ladyes /#to 
VT all women.Ca. .lrviy. 
: ©$z17Z37 Oolt doubted erecellentex worHpp 
| 2 +4 fall pzyncclle of Fratice and ofcucry 
| | colltree/ail ladyes gentpli women, # 
I Vl V generaliyal women/Whiche loucth/ 
Xoued and ſhal toue vertueand good 
condyeyons.Js moche thoſcp ben palled asthoſe 
ben nowe/xthoſeþarc to come/be yeglad aã make 
| J ope in our newe Cyte/Whiche thanked be god is 
al buplded fo þ mooſt parte/xnerehande peopled 
peldeycthankes togod whichehytherto hath con 
duyted mewith grete laboure #ſtudye xWoidep 8 
J worſhypfull lodgynge foꝛ a perpetualidwellyngc 
* as longe as wozlde ſhall laſt were made by me 
ſi in clopſtrc of a cyte ſtablyſThed /to whiche Jam 
come hptherto/hopynge to go fozthe top cocluſy9 
of mp Wwotke/by þ helpe # comfoxte ofdame Juſty 
ce/Whiche after her pzompſe ſhall be tomehelpe® 
out bepnge Werp tpll it be cloſed #al parfytely m2 
de-Nowe pꝛay foz memy mooſt doubted ladyes: 


CHereendeth þ ſeconde parte ofthis boke. 








— 
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CHerebegynneththetable of þ thyzde parte of 
this boke)/the whiche ſpeketh howe 4 by whome 
the hyghe batylmenteg ot Þ towcs of p Cyte of 
Ladyes were perfourimed/x what noble tadyes 
were choſen foz todWclile in p hyghe 4 grete pa- 
lays and hyghe dongeons, 

¶ The kyrſt chapytre tetlcth howe Juſtyce icdde 

the quene okheuen to enhabyte 4 lozdiyypti the 

CyteofLadycs.Capitulo, Pumo. 

¶ Allo ofthe ſyſters okoure Lady and ot chary 


Magdaleyne.Ca. fecuinds. 
¶ Allo of ſaynt Katheryne.Ca. ItÞ, 
¶ Alſo of faynt Pargarete.Ca. lt. 
¶ Alſo of ſaynt Luce.Ca, Þ. 
¶ allſo of capnt Yartpuc.Ca. v4. 
¶ Ilſo of another iaynt Luce.Ca, vi. 


¶ Ot laynt 4uitpyne x othec vy23ynes.Ca. buy. 
¶ Jifo ofthe vieiſpd TyeoI0ly.c / aad of (api: 
Barbara-and ſaynt Dozorhe.Ca. ir. 
¶ Alſo the iyfc ſaynt pine, Ca. L, 
Alſo ot dyuers ſayates whiche ſawe they: chy] 


dren marty2ed bekoze them.Ca, xj. 
¶ Alſo of ;aynt Maryne the vprgync. C. xii. 
(| Alſo of che bleutpd Eatro.yne. Ca, Li, 
¶ 4lio of þ vlellpoaualtaſe x her tciawes.ca.xiiu 
¶ Otthe.iij. ſyſters vyrgynes. Ca, Lv. 
¶ al 0of the noble Athaipe. Ca. xvj. 
¶ Alſo of ſaynt atfre. Ca. xvii. 


¶ Ofdpuers noble laoyes whiche ſerued x her 
bouredÞ apoſtles x other dyucrs laptes.ca. rvity 
¶ Allſo in ende ofthis boke xptne lpeketh to rhe 
ladpes.Ca. xix. 
CTyteofLa. Qt, 








CHcrebegynneth the thyzde parte ofthe boke of 
the Cyte ot Ladyes / whiche tellethhowe and by 
Whome thc hyghe bataylementes of the towzes 
Were made# perfourmed /# What noble ladpes 
Were choſen to cnhabytcthehyghepalays andÞ 
hyghe dongcons, 
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| CThefyzltchapytretellethhowe Juſtyce ledde 


thequene ofhenen tocnhabyte and lozdcſhxpin 
the Cyte of ladyes.Capitulo. Pꝛimo. 


=== {2d ther my lady Juſtyce dꝛewe her 

\ towardemein her hyghe mancre # 

SA: ſayd thus. Xpineto ſayep ryght wap 

Jt ſemeth me well p after thy poſſy- 

'"F bylytewiththchcipcofmpſyſicrs io 

that thouhaſt knowne to put in Werke tion haſt 
wrought well and fayze inthe buyldynge of the 
CyteofLadycs. Andfromchenſctozthcitis ty. 
mep Jentremete me ofthe ſurpiuſeio as JF hauc 


p2ompyſed the.ThatistoknoVve to biynge thy- 


dcrand ſodge the mooſt excellent and blecſtz d c.ue 
neamongeall women With hcrnoble compeny 
ſothat the cyte mayebclozdell;ypped and gouer 


ned by hcr;andenhabyted With a grete multytu⸗ 


de ofnoble ladyes ofhecr courteandofhcr meyny 
Foz I ſc thc palays and the hyghe manſrons rc- 
dy and araycd-andalthcſtretes coucredtorecep 
uchcrand her ryght honourable and cxccllente 
rowtcand aſſcmble. Nowe come on then ye pryn 
ccſſes/ladyes:andall women befoze / to reccyue 
this lady ith grete wozſhyppe and rcucrence. 
Whiche ts not onely your quene / but ſhe whiche 
hathe domynacyon and [ozdeſ;yp aboue al puy- 
ſaunce after here onelyſonc that ſhebarc and con 
cepued ofthe holy ghoit : and els yſoncof 
ñ. ilij. 










god thefader.But it is good reaſon this moot moutheþ the femenpuebpndets foule conſydcred 





| s of Wo⸗ 
ẽaexcellent pzyncellebemckelyprapedbyP thy dygnpre-foz thougheallthe doynges 0 

—7 — of all lanes Women þ it pleaſe hcrof inen were eupll / lo palleth Get — 
her grete mekeneſſe to dwelle here aiowe amon⸗ of thy goodneſle all the cuylly k { — forth be 
ge them in thcyz Cyte # congregacyon Without l godwoldcchoſchisſpoulein = P ns 
yaupnge them in dyſdapnefox theregardeofher honoureryght excellent lady.A gots GN li ths 
hyghnelle towarde theyz lytelnefſe.But it nede- ware/not onely toblame pn cofthe bicllpd 
thnot to doubvtep her mekeneſſe whiche paſſeth in grete reuerence · C The aj NE of 
ail others # herbenygnyte moze than aungelyke queneis thus Juſtycep yg Ly ! ——— 
ne wyllnot ſuffre her to make refuge to dwelle# ſone/Wwithryght good oo JY ER For 
cnhabyteinÞ Cyte ofladyes aboueall other wo- amouge mp ſyſters wo GIA wotbe that 
men ppalays p myfyſterryghwyſnelſehath o2- reaton-ryahewpnete Tate therto -foxthc) 
depned tot her whiche is all made of glozye & of dyde ſo/and nature enclync Om TT NG 
pzayſpnge. Nowe come on thenal women W me ſerue me / prayſe —— LORIE the heede 
xſay we thus here. we ſalute Þ with þ ſame (a ſynge.S0 Jamand AU ve cu — 
lutacyõ pthe aũgell bꝛought to p/ whichep haſt | ofthekynde — EIT ——— 
moſt agreable aboue al other ſalutacyos ſaynge inthethoughtofgodtheſader been 
top.(Jue Marta ).Xllþ deuoute kynde of wome deyned in thc counſayle To Rl B27 _ —— 
beleche the mekelyp thou abhozrenot to dwelle Cwvcred Jultyce with allt ” ca theby theta 
amongethem by grace xpyte as theyz defende- kpnges/and prayſyngeo 2 gr — 
refle/xp2otectryce/#kepcr ayenſt ail p aſſaultes fynyte wozldes, Nowe - 6 ethercfuſeth, 
of ᷣ — xofthe ——— map dzy1- vs to thy fone whiche nothyngery 
kc ofp Well of vertuesp floweth frop /#ro be re- + ; 
—— p age tall vyce be Dm abhomy C - —— ofour Lady ã of os | 
nable. owe then come on our heuenly quene/te alepnc.Ca- * G 
ple of god teile 4 clopſtre of þ holp ghoſt -habyta- 0we Empuellets lodged J—— 












Whether the cupliſayenge Janglcrs 
| 7 —2 nowe ought p bleſſyd 
ſpſtcrstoput int ſaynt Mary Mag 
dalcync withthem, whiche made her 


cic ofp Trynyte / Joye ofaungelles/Sterre #re- ih NE, 
dreſſe ofthemþ ben out ok p ryght way hope ofal 
true bylcuynge pcople.© bleſſyd lady whatis he 
ſooutragyous yp cuer darc thpke oz put out ofhis 
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company without leupngeher in the tyme o 

pallyon of her (one ryght nyghe Dp 
grete faythe of women a grete loue whiche neuer 
(cite » cone of godquyckenoz deed whanhe was 
atandonned x fozſakenofhis apoſties/andit ap 
pecred Wellp god rep2oued not the louc of wome 
as it werc afraple thpnge as ſome men Wyll ſap 
—— = o gnere Us in theherteofp bleſſpd 

ateyne #of other lad | 
red and tyat it pzoued fo og — 


¶ Otlaynt Katheryne the holy vyrgyne. Ca. iij. 
0 make company Wk p Ag 
<1 DD lqueneofheuen/tpzpneeſſeof Þ Cy- 

te of Ladycs /Wemuſt lodgeWher 
ithe bleſſyd vyrgynes # holp ladyes 


— Id] 


EZYSJinlcwyngchowegodhathpzoucd 
the kynde of womeu / by that that the ſame wyſe 
thathcgyucn vnto men hehath gyuen vato wo 
men fo2 to vnderſtande tn thepr ponge and ten⸗ 
dre age for to be conftaunte and ſtronge in ſuf⸗ 
fcryngehozryble marty2domes fo2 Þ holp lawe/ 
the whiche ben crownedin glozyeof whome the 
kayre lyuesben of good enſample to here to cuerp 
cucry woman aboucall othher wyſdome/x ther 
foze they ſhall be  ſuperlatpue degre ofour Cyte 
And fyiſt as arpght excellent þbleſſyd Katheryn 
VWhiche was doughtcrofbpnge Coltes of Alexã⸗ 
d2e. This bleſſyd vyꝛgyn was lefte to be heyre ot 
her fadcr inthe age of.rviy.yeres / #notably ſhe 








'S 
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gouerned her x#hcr herytage,fhe was acryſtewo 
ma xall gyuen to godrefuſyngeall other marya 
ges. Jt happened that into the cytc of Jlexandze 
was come yp Emperour Maxencyus thewhiche 
ona day of grete ſolempnyte of his goddes had 
made to aray grete appareyle to make ſolempnc 
ſacryfyſe.katheryne bepnge inher palays herde 
thenopſe of beeſtes þ were araped to do ſacryfyſe 
xgretenoyſc ofinltrumentes/ a as ſhchyad ſente 
to knowe what it was. Anditwas reported to 
her that þ Emperour was in the temple to do ſa⸗ 
crefpſc anone lhe wente began to coxectepEm 
crourc of erroure by manp Wyſe woꝛdes/ Xas 
Je was a greteclerke had lerned ſcyences bc. 
gan to pzoue by goodreaſons of Phylolophyc p 
there was but one god maker of allthynges. x» 
he ought to be wozthypped #none other. when Þ 
Empcrour herde this mapden Whiche was {ono 
ble x of ſo grete auctoryte thus ſpeke / 4Whichep 
was ſo fayꝛe was all admeruaplled x wyſte not 
what to ſap but entcnded to beholde her ſo he fern 
te al abouteto ſcke phyloſophzes inally londe of 
egypte/ſo there came bcfozehym.l. phyloſophtcs 
whiche helde thẽ ryght euyll contente when they 
knewe the cauſc wherfozc they Were bzonght thy 
der. And ſapd that lytcll wytte had moned them 
totrauaplefrome ſo farre coutrees foz to dyſpute 
with a mayden and totelle ſhoztely when Þ day 
ofthey2 dyſputac yon was come / the bleſſyd Ka- 
theryne ledde theym korthe (0 With argumentes/ 





that they Wereall ouercomeandcoude not alſople 
herqueltpons foz p whichep Emperoure'was paſ 
ſynge Wothe with them/but all that aduayled no 
thynge.Foz by the grace of god & by the holp Voz 
des of the vy2gyne they Were all conucrted # con- 
felſed the nameof Jyeſu Cryſt fox the whiche de- 
ſpytethe Emperoure made them all tobebzentes 
theholy mayden confozted themin theyz martyz- 
dome/and allured them to be receyued in perpetu- 
all glozy a pzayed god that hc woide kepe themin 
the veray kaythe. And ſo by her they were put in 
nombꝛe oithe bleſſpd marty2s.And ſuche a my2a- 
cle god ſhewedin them the tyre neuer hurte they 
bodyes nc they} clothes but that they bode al hole 
attcr the tyꝛe was done Wout joſynge of ony heere 
oktheyz heedes/butit ſemed that all were on lyue 
The tyzaunte Marencpus Whiche gretely couey⸗ 
ted the holy vyrgyne katherpne fox her beaute be⸗ 
gan toflatter her;yſheſholdetourne to his vyll/ 
But when he ſaWe that it aduayled nothynge he 
tourned hym to his manaſpnges and thcntotour 
mented and made her to be beten cruelly and attcr 
to put her in pzyſon without vyſytynge of ony per 
fone Þ ſpace of.xij. dayes without mete oꝛ dzynke 
trowpnge tohauc madcher dye fox hongre . But 
the aungciles of our lozde were With her whiche 
comfozecd her xafter the. xij. daves ſhe was bzou 
ght bcfoze the Emperoure / and he ſawe hermoze 
freſſhe and hole than ſhe was before; and trowed 
that ſhehad ben vyſyted. Dohe commaundedthe 
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kepers of the pzyſon to be tourmented/but Kathe 
ryne whiche had pyte on them affcrmed that ſhe 
hadnocom{foztezaue onely from heten.TheEm 
peroure wyſt not what harde tourmentes hemp 
ghtmaketotourmenther, Andbythe counſayle 
othis pꝛouoſte he lete make Wwhycles iuilofraſou- 
res whiche tourned one apcult another / x hat 
ſomeuer was inthe myddes wag alcutte ot / and 
bytwene theſe wheles he madepur ſapnt Kathe: 
ryneallnaked Whiche alwaye wozſhypped god 
with Joyned handes./Then the aunge!lesoigod 
caine and defended her / whiche brake the Wheles 
with fo grete ſtrengtye that all the tourmenton- 
res were \layne with them. Fnd when the Empe 
rourcs wyke vnderſtode theſe meruaylles » god 
made to: ſaynt katheryne the was conuerted, x 
blamed the Einperoure of thatthathedyde and 
then ſhe wente and vyſyted tyc holy vyzgyne 113 
the pzyſon and prayed her that ſhe wolde pzayto 
god fot her. Foz ihe whiche deſpytep Emperoure 
made to tourmentchts wyfe and to dzawe ofher 
pappes / and the vyrgyne ſayd tohecr , Doubte ye 
not þ tourmentes noble quene for this daye thei 
ſhaltcbcrecepued in the Joye without ende · And 
then the Emperoure made his wyfe tobe heeded 
and a grete multytude of people that were con 
ue:tcd.The Emperourerequyzed Katheryn that 
ſhe woldcbchis wyke / and when he ſawe that lhe 
wagrcfuſyngeto all his petycyons wente + ga⸗ 
uchis ſentence that ſhe ſholde bohceded. And ſhe 
Cytc of La. Tf 








made her payer pzaynge foꝛ allthemthathad re 
membzaunce on her pallyon/and foz theym that 
called hcr name in theyz trybulacyons that god 
myght be thept helpe x ſocoure. voycecamefro 
heucn whiche ſayd p her pzaper was herdc. Doo 
thc made an cndeofher martyzdome and in ſtede 
of blode there ranne mylke out okher body. And þ 
aungclles tokehcrholy body #bare it top moun 
teSynay whiche is.xx. dayes Journey fro thens 
And there they burped her / at the whiche tombe 
god hathdonemany mpzacles whiche J let paſſe 
fo: ſhoztencſſe. Ind ofthe ſame tombe therercn- 
ncth ople whichchcteth many ſyke men and god 
Tone afterpunyſſhed the Emperoureryght hoz 
rybly. 


¶ Ofſaynt Margarete. Ca. iiij. 


Elhallnot foꝛgete alſo bleſſpd vyr 
gyne ſaynt Margaretcof whome 
Legendeis knowne full well howe 
ſhe was bozne in Antyoche of noble 
WV kpnrede/introducte inÞ faythe whe 
ſhe was yongeofher nouryſe / of whome ryght 
humbly ſhe wente euery daye to kepe the ſhepe, 
wherofit happened þ Olybꝛyus whiche was ſte- 
warde With the Emperoure ſawe her in goynge 
by and coueytedher. So he ſente to ketche her /# 
for that that ſhe wolde not conſente to his wyll/ 
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and that ſhe toldehymthat ſhe was a cryſten Wo 
man / he made her to be ſtrongly tourmented /be- 
ten and pꝛyſoned in the whiche pryſon fox that þ 
the teltcycr tempted ſherequyzed thatthemygyt 
ſe hym vyſpbly that ſoo moche euyll pourchaſed 
her.Jnd then came an hozrybleſerpente whiche 
retely made her afcrdc and ſwalowed her, ut 
be made theſygneof the crolleand anone the ſr 
pente bzake/and after ſhe ſawe ata cozner of the 
pzyſon a blacke fygureas of a nian of Ethyope, 
Ind then MPargarete wente boldely and coniu? 
red hym/and he couched vnder her keete / and lhe 
ſette her fectc vpon his thzote/and he crycd with 
an hygh voyce-mercy.The pzyſon fultyllcd with 
clerenciſe Margarete was comforted ofthe aun 
elles;and then ſhe was tourmented agayne be 
ore the Juge/the whiche when he ſave that all 
his ammonycyons aduapledhym uot madc her 
to be tourmented more than ſhetas before. But 
theaungciles of god came and bzake all the cour 
mentes-and the vy2gyneleptc awaye from it all 
ho!e/and there was grete foyſon ofpeople concr- 
ted. Ind wh:n the falſe tyzaunte ſawe that he or⸗ 
depnedÞ ſhew.i$ heeded. But ſhe made her ozy! 
ſon fpzſtc / and pꝛayed vnto almyghty god fot all 
theym that remembꝛed her paſſyon and all chcy 
that prꝛayed vnto hcrin theyz trybulacycns aud 
foz women greteWith chyldethat almyghty god 
wolde grauute vn:othem theyzpetyeyon. Andy 
aungell ofgod came toldc her that her prayers 
Cyte of La. D.lj+ 













Wereherdeand that ſhe ſholdegoin the name of 
god torecepue the palme ofthe vpctozp/and then 
lhe ſtretched fozthze her necke and Was heeded / & 
thc aungcllics bare her ſoule to heucn. ¶ This 
faiſc Olybꝛyus alſo made to tourmente the holy 
vp2gpyne named Regyne/Whiche was ryght yon 
ge ot che age of. rv.ycres for that that ſhe wolde 
not accorde tohym. and lhcconuerted moche peo 
plc With Her holy pzechynge. 


COfthc holy vyꝛgyne ſaynt Luce.Ca. v. 


yhe bicllpd ſaynt Luce Whiche was 

Iborne in Rome ought not to be for⸗ 
geten in our ictanpe ,» whiche was 
| z4rauyſlhcd of y krngeAccya of Bar: 
(CESXRYLYAS) bary.and when he was in his conn 
tre he trowed to hauc defouled her . Then ſhebp 
the vertuc of god began ſo to pzeche vnto hym p 
he meruaylled of her wytte andlefte her #ſapd p 
ſhe was agoddeſle theldeherin grete wozſhyp 
and reuerence in his palays.And ryght reuerent 
ly hecſtablyſTyed her dwellynge fozher and her 
meyny-ando2deyncd that no man ſholde repayre 
thyder to hurte her oz trouble her . Ind ſhe with- 
ont ſcaſynge was in faſtynges and in ozyſons x 
ledderyght an holy tyfc prayenge fo herhooſt; þ 
it myaht pleaſe god tocnlumpne hym with the ly 
ght ofhis holy faythe and herhooſt aſked coun- 
layle ofherinallhis doxnges, and he toke it el 
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What ſo cuer ſhe counſayled hym / when he wente 
torhe werre he pzayed her that ſhe wolde praye 
to her god fozhpm/andlhebleſſpyhym.and he ca 
meagayneas ouercomer ofhis enemyes wher- 
fo:c he wolde wozlhyp her as a goddelle 4 Wolde 
haue made to buylde a temple fox her but ſhe ſayd 
that he ſholde beware therof and that there was 
not but one god/x# that the was a ſympic ſynner 
and thus ſhe was by the ſpace of. rx. yercs perſe⸗ 
ucrynge tn holy lyfe. So ſhchadit by reuctacyon 
of our io2dc that rhe ſholdercteurneto Rome x 
thercſhcihoidc accomplyſſhe the terme other lp- 
febymartyzdome/x the toldeit tothe kynge hi 
che was ryght full of ſoꝛowe to2 it,and aniwered 
her and ſayd. alas yfthou parte frome me, myne 
cnempycs vwpll aſtayle me. 4 Jſhalllole my good 
kortune when Jſhall not hauc the. Ind ſhe ſayd 
to hym/thou kyage come With me / and leue ti;p- 
ne crthcly royaime/fo2 thou arte choſen to polles 
amorcnobvickyngdome Whichcis withour ende 
And he anone lcfrc all thatye had x wente with 
the holy vyrgyne not as alozde but ag a ſeruaute 
And when they were come torome;and ſhewas 
knownethat che was acryſten woman (hc was 
taken 4bzought to her martyzdome.Of the Wt! 
cye thynge the kynge Jecya Was ryght ſozowtul 
andrannc aboutc and woldehauercucnged her 
aftcr his power/yfthe holy vpꝛgyne had not byd 
den hym the contrary/ſoo he Wepte tenderly and 
cryed that tycy Were cured people todo fo moche 














euyll to theholy vy2gpne ofgod. And when itca- 
methat one ſhoideſmpte ofthe heede ofp blefſpd 
vy2gyne/p kynge wente toputhis heed bp hers} 
cryenge Jam acryſten man / x Joffremyne heed 
to Iheſu Cryſtgod # maker ofall thynge whom 
thar holy Luce woxlhyppeth. Jnd ſoo they were 
botheheeded togyder and crowned in glozp/and 
xij. other with they that were conuerted by the 
holy vyrgyne ſaynt Luce wherofthefeeſt ofthem 
ts halowed togyder in the. vy.kalenders of Jule 


¶ Okfÿ bleſſyd vyrgyne ſaynt Martyne. Ca. vj. 


yeblelſyd vyrgyne Martyne maye 
not be foxgoten, This bleſſyd may- 
{ F#34de was boznein Rome ofryght no- 
VM 224 blckpnred.The Emperoure Wolde 
ES& 2. \J conliraynchecr tobchis wyfe bycau 
ſc ofhcr beautc/andlhe anſwered Jamacryſten 
woman offred to god alyue whiche delyteth hym 
in chaſtc bodyes and m clenc herte/andtohym J 
doſacrefyſc and commende me. nd fox deſpyte 
of thcſe wordes the Emperoure madeher to be 
ledde tothe temple to conſtrayne her to woxſhpp 
the ydolics/and (he kneled dovone and her eyen 
towardchcuen/lyftynge vpher Joyned handes 
made hcr ozyſons to god /and anonetheydolles 
fclldowneall to tozne/the temple bzake /and the 
preſtes ofthe temple ofpdolles wereſlayne! and 
the deuyll that was in the pdoll cryedconfelled 
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_ thattheholy vyzgyne Martyne was the verap 


feruaunt of god./The tyzaunte Emperoure foz to 
reucnge his goddes made her to becruclly tour- 
mented/in the whiche god appcred to her x com- 
fozted hcr/and ſhe pzayed fox themp tourmented 
her ſomoche that they were conucrted by her me⸗ 
rytes/and grete foyſon ofpeople alſo. Of y whi- 
che thynge the Emperoure was woꝛle dyipoſcd 
thanbcfozcand madeher to be tourmented mo: 
reand moze ofdpucrs tourmentynges and crucl 
But thoſc that tourmented her thought verelp þ 
they ſave god and his ſapntes before her, Athey 
aſked mercy ofherand were conuerted. And oe 
as ſhe was in ozyſonpyaycnge foz them a lyght 
camerounde aboute them/and a voyce was her 
dcfrom heucn that ſayd J ſpare you foz the loue 
of my ryght wclbyloned Martyne. Judthen the 
pꝛouoſt cryed to them fox that they Were conuer 


ted and ſayd. fooics pc arc deceyued by this en 


chauntreſſe Martpne. And they anfwered with- 
out dzede. Nay thou artc decepued by the dyuyll 
p dwcllcth within the;foz thou knoweſt not hym 
that madc the. And the Emperour wzothe out of 
meaſure comaunded them to be hanged atheyr 
kleſſhe tobe alto tozne/x they receyupuge martz's 
dome Joyfully pzayſcd god. And the Emperour 
agayne made martyne tobcdiſpopled al naked x 
herfleſſhc whyte as lylyep made them aballhed 
fozhcr grete beaute/x when the Emperour wht- 
che coueyted her hadlonge tyme counſayledher/ 












and ſa\ve that ſhe woldenot obaye / madeherto 
becutte at aboute/and out of her woundes there 
came mplkefo2blode/andyeldedgreteſwetneſſe 
pet he woode on her made to ſtretche her abzo- 
de and raced her with hokes and byake all the bo 
dy ſo moche that they thattourmented her were 
al wery and god kepte her thatſhe ſholde not dye 
ſoſoone /to the cntente that the tourmentourcs 
myght haue caule to be conuerted the whichebe- 
gan tocrye Emperoure we Wyll dono mote / fo: 
the aungcllcs beteth vs with chaynes. And then 
therecame newetormentoures totourment her 
and anone they were deed/and the Emperour co 
fuſed wyſte not what to doo /but madcher tobe 
ſtretched tobzenneher with bzennynge grees /# 
aiwaycſhcglozyfped our lozde /and there came 
out of her mouthe ryght grete Wetneſſe / a when 
the tyzauntes had tourmented her ſo moche that 
theywere aſhamed they caſt her ina derke pzyſon 
IAndEmcupyon the coſyn oftheEmperoure wen 
tc to loke in tothe pryſon/ andhe ſawe Martyne 
cnuyzonned with aungelles ſet ina trone ryght 
well arayedand there was grete clercneſfe with 
manydyucrs ſonges ryght melodyous/and ſhe 
heldc atablcofgoldeiny whiche therewas wp 
ten. Myloꝛdeſ wete Iheſu tryſt ſo moche by thy 
werkes prayſed in thy bleſſyd ſayntes Emenyon 
gretelyadnreruayled ofthis thynge wente to tell 
it tothe Emperoure whiche anſwered he was 
deceyued by her cnehatiicmentes/inþmoznynge 
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the tyzaunt madeher tobe taken out ofpyyſon / 
euery body meruaplled of that ſhe was allhole 
thzughe whiche many was conuerted.At the laſt 
hemadeher tobe leddeto the iymple to conftra 

neher todo ſacrefyſeto the falſe goddes.Then 

deuyll began to bꝛaye and ſayd / alag alas Jam 
confounded/and the holy vyzgyne commaunded 
hym to come out and that heſholde ſhewehym 
in his dwne lewde lykeneſle/and anone there ca- 
mcagrete thondze With lyghtnynge / that came 
fromycuen and brake the pdoll andbyentey pzee 
ſtes. And thcn the Emperoure was Woode with 
her #madcher tobe ſtretched abzodexracedallÞ 
fieſſhe ofher body wity combes ofy20n / and ſhe 
alway wozſhypped god/and when he ſawe that 
ſhe dyednot he made her tobeput to wylde bec- 
ſtes to be dcuoured and agrete lyon that had not 
cten in thze dayegscameto her and bowed hym to 
her and laye downe by her as it were a lytell dog 
and iyckedher woundes / ĩ ſhe thanked our lozde 
inſaynge.Blcſlyd be thou almpghtp god that by 
thy vertuehaſt modercd the cruelte of wycked be 
ſtes.Thetyzaunte wzothe with thisthyngecom 
maunded that the lyon ſholde be put agapne in 
tohis caue/andÞ lyon dzeſſed hymby grete w2a 
the and made alepe and ilewe Emenyon the Em 
peroures coſyn of the whiche thynge he was ry- 
ght ſozowfull and commaundedher tobecaſtin 
tothefpze/and ſhe beynge Within with aJoyful 
there god ſente a grete Wpndethat put away the 

Cyteof1a. T.j. 












fp1e abouteher x brente them that tourmetedher 
The Empcroure commaunded that the heere of 
het heed ſholde be cutte awaye:Whiche wag ry⸗ 
ght fayze andlonge ſapeugethatthe enchaunte- 
mentes was in her heeres. Ind the vyrgyne ſayd 
tohym.Thoutakeſt awaye the heeres Whiche is 
an o2nainente of woman/as the apoltleſayth / 
god ſhall put theout ofthy reygne andpourſucp 
and thoulhaltebyde the dcthe with grete ſorowe 
and payne.Thenhemadcherto be encloſedin a 
temple wherchts goddes Were / and napled the 
dore xſ(caledit With his owne ſpgnete, And whe 
thzc dapes were paſt he came agayne and foun- 
dc his goddes all ouerthzowne and theholy vyz⸗ 
gyne playenge With aungelles hole and ſounde. 
The Emperoure alked her what ſhe had donew 
his goddes/and lhe ſaydp vertue of Jyeſu cryſte 
hathcouerthzowne them and confounded them. 
Ind then he commaunded that one ſholde cutte 
her thzote/thethere was herde a voyce that ſayd 
MWartpne vy2gpne fox that that thou haſt fought 
fozmpy namethoulhaltcentre in to my kyngdo- 
me amonge my ſayntes.Jud thou ſhalte cnioye 
with me euerlaſtyngly.Ind thus ended bleſſyd 
Martyne/and then camethebyſſhoppe of Kome 
With all his clargye #buryed Þ body honourablp 
in chyzche.Ind p fame day þ EmperoureAlera 
dcr was ſmyten with ſuche a ſoꝛowe pᷣ heete his 
owne leſſhe x gnewe hymlelle to the dethe. 

¶ Ot ſaynt Luce of Syꝛacuſe.Ca. vij. 
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F Nother vyzgyncSapntLucethere 
5 was inthe Cyte oiSyzacule/and ſo 
| asſhe pzapedat þ tepulture of ſaynt 
| Igace fozher moder Whiche was ip 
M427 ke/lheſavweſaynt Agace in a vyſyon 
in the myddes of aungelles araycd in pzccyous 
ſtones whiche ſayd to her. Luce my ſyſter deuou- 
te vy2gyne Wherfozercqupzeſt thou ofmeÞ thou 
maylt flog tothy oder thyſclfe J tcllthe foz cer 





taynepſoaspcyteof Cathonyas ts iyftcd vp by 
me/fo Yall the cyte of Syzacuſe be wozlhypped 
byy.Foz thou haſt arayed to Jhelucryit deliccta- 
ble Jewelles in thy clenneſſe. Luce roie vp / a her 
moder was hole / and ſhe gaue althat ſhe yad tor 
goddes ſake/and after ended her lyfe by martyr⸗ 
dome/and amonge other martyrdomes that Me 
had/Þ Juge manacedher to make her to bc icdde 
to pplace where lewde women vſed theyz ipfe. 
there ſhe ſholdc be defouledin thedeſpyre other 
ſpouſc/x ſhe anſwered. The ſouleſhalncucr bede 
fouled Wont conſcute of Þ mynde. Foz yfthouma 
kemeto be co2rupted by foxce my chaltytc / +mp 
vyctozy ſhall be doubled therby / ſo as they wol- 
de lede her toÞ place aboueſayd/ſhe was ſo heuy 
ſoͤfoꝛno hoꝛſe noꝛ other beſtes ᷣholde dꝛawe her 
thyder myght not be remoued x they put cordes 
on hcr fete to dꝛawe her fozthebut ſhe was io ſta 
bleas ithadben an hylic.Indathcrpallyngclhe 
pꝛopheſyed that that was to cometo the Empe- 
roure.CAllo theglozyous vpzgync ſaynt Benet 
CytcofLa. T.ij. 














bozne in rome is wozthp ofgretereucrence, She 

had with hcr.rij.vyzgynes conuertedbyher pze- 

dycacyon. She deſyted toencreaſebypyechynge 

thecryſten rclygyon. Soſhe departed #her com 

pany and pzechedand conuerted mochepeoplewW 

out hauyngeony dzedcfoz god was With them 

and by the voyll of god thep were departed in ſon 

dre and ſtretched them in dyuers countrecs to þ 

cntentethat cuery oftheym myght pzofpte /and 

as this holy vyzgpne had conuerted dyuers coll 
tres and enecreaſed the fapthe of our lowde/ſhe en- 
ded her lyke by the palme of martyzdome/and on 
p (ame wple dyde her holp felawes.C Ind ſaynt 
Fauſte was not oflefle perfeccyon ofthe age'of, 
riitj.yeres/Whiche for that that ſhe woldenot do 
ſacrefyſe to the ydolles /the Empcroure Marxy- 
myon madeher to be ſawed With a ſawe ofyzon 
But as the ſawycrs ſtaſed not ſawynge frothe 
hourc of tpcrce anone to thehoure of noone and 
they mxyght notentamehcr/and they ſayd toher 
by wyat vertue haſt thon holden vs by thyne cn 
chauntementes ſoo longehere Without dopnge 
ony thynge/and the holy vyzgpne Fauſte began 
to pzeche to themok Iheſu Cryſt and ofhis awe 
and ſo conuerted them. The Emperourehad gre 
te indyngnacyonhcreofand madehertobetour 
mented withdpuers tourmentes / and amonge 
others he made to nayle her heed withathouſan 
de nayles lyke to thehelme ofa knyght /and ſhe 
pzaped foz them that dyde her perſecutpon. Ind 
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the ptouoſt wag conuerted by that thatheſawe $ 
heuens open @ god ſpttynge With his aungelleg 
and whcn ſaynt Fauſte wag inÞ ca:dzen orwa 
terboplyngeÞþ ſapdpzouolt began to crye. {Thou 
holpſeruaunt ofgodnego thou not Without me 
and icptein tothe cawdzon / and When the other 
twapnethachehad conuerted (awe p they lepte 
in to the cawdꝛon alſo / ot Whiche the water boy: 
led ryght feruentiy/and the holy Fauſte touched 

theym / and tyey felteno maner of eupll. And the 

ſayd Jaminthempddes as it werca byneberyn 

gefruyte/as our lozde ſayth/Where there ben two 

0: theaſſembledinmpnameJamin P myddes 

ofthem.Ind then thcrewag herde a voyecfrom 
heuen that ſayd.Cometome my bleſſyd vyrgyne 
the faderhath aſked foz you / and they that hcrve 
this thynge pelded vp the ghoſt ryght Foyouſly, 


COfſaynt Juſtyne. Ca. bi, 


if 















LS. Ptholy vgrne Juſtyne borne in 
fe? Z> lanthyocheyonge and of ſouerayne 
Py vie F$34beaute oucreame the deupil whiche 
— * CJ was called vpbyPcaliynge ot a up 
x = (= gromanccrethatheſt;oldedoſo mo 
che that ſhe iholde conſcnte to the wyll of a man 
that wag gretelp taken with her {oue / and icfte 
hernotin peas.Butfotihatthat by prayers noz 
by pzomyſes he coude doo nothynge he trowed 
CytcofL a. Telij. 










that the deuyll ſholde helpe hymbnt it aduayled vegretely tourmented ofdyuers paynes / and af 


eglozwous Juftynechaſedthe ene thelaſteſheyelded vp the ſpyzyte to god/and her 
—— — lt hymin dyuers holy body lyeth nygyt the Cyte of — 
fourmes to tempte her. But he was ouercome of Calothebleſſyd vyzgpne ſaynt Fapthe e ) 
cr and wente his wape confuſed. Indatthelaſt martywome in her pouthe / and had many tour- 
he ended her lyfe by martyzdome and conuerted mentes.And our (ozde crowned her and ſente her 
the ſayd nygromancere that wag called Cypzyen acrovane ofpzecyous ſtones by an aungell / and 
andhad ben a man ofryght a ſhzewde lyfe/but by god ſhewed foz hermany — the wil 
her he was put in a good iyfe;and dyuers others chemanp people werc conuerted.C Alſo the holy 
were conuerted by ſygnes þ god ſhewedin her. and blefſpd vyzgyne Marcyenne Be — 
| pvo machwebom-athegrounne adbibe 
ne of the age of.xiy.yeres ſtale awaye iro 7 hꝛew be OE LS 
crthat helde her in cloſe fox that that hym/foz thc Wyiche cauſethe was iomoct i 
the —— to NE our lozde Jheſucryſt {| thatthey leftcher foz deed/and pzyſoned ng oy 
{o ſhe ficdde by nyght/and wente and caſt downe ce;in the whiche place a falſe — tro — 
the ydolles of the tempies to ” — apes ogra tba Re oe by — 
tothe JugeS that Dee one Flied /and thi | & tnot goofrome thens /the whiche 
the marty2es that they were deceyued /and that thathempghtnotg RA le pits 
in that faptheſhe wolde dye /ſo ſhe wag put inÞ was ſeneon the moz Coe ar ed ta 
nombicof theknyghtes of Jheſucryſte/andhad | Whichethere Wagon Aa —— 
many gretc tourmentes / #there was moche peo holy #bleſſyd vy2gp J 
cdb odthewedto her mentes . But alwapelhe pzec | 
—— OO that was called Jheſu Cryſte / and Pe the — JoD 
Matre whiche was ryght foze tourmented fozp that he wolde take her vnto hym n s{h 
fayth of Jheſu Cryſte/and amongeher tourmen endedher lyfc in her grete —— — — 
es hap paper hear ome | Ao mochtorhnamcolgod eiagotgoe 
after ſo as ſhe was in the pzyſon god len RD NPY 
s aungell whiche that eſtabiphed her hel: kynred #ofnoblcſhap of body. Thep? 1 
= ns the 5* Was gretelpabaſſhed. . ſens counſaylied herthat ſhe ſholde worſhyp the 





Butheleftc not fox that /but thathemadeherto ydollcs) and fozſabe Iheſu cryſte / x lhe by ryght 
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grete argumentes anſwered hym ſo moche that 
he coude not allopic her queſtyonswherofhe had 
ſo grete wzathe that hc was ouercome ofa wo: 
man/andmade hertobetourmented with ryght 
greuousand hardetourmentes. But thoughe ᷣ 
body ofher were ſoze bzuſed her wptte alway en 
creaſed and yelded good wozdes full of the holy 
ghoſt/and when ſhe was tourmented the aungel 
of god defended her andbzakethetourment/and 
tourmented the tourmentoures /and lhe with a 
gladde vyſage wente out all hole . The faiſe pro⸗ 
uoſt made to hetea fournoys of whichep tlame 
ſtretched out by.xl.cubptes of hyght / and made 
her to be caſt in it and ſhe ſange withinirpzayſpn 
ge god ryght melodpoully loo hygheP alt pcople 
pzayſedher/# when fyzc was all conſumed he 
came out ſaufe #hole, The Juge wzother thihe 
was made to bꝛynge bꝛennynge pyaſons to dza- 
Ive out her membzes / but thole thar ſholdehaue 
done it Were lo aferdetbatnonedurſt toucheher 
andallthetourmentes were alltobzoken. So 
falle tyzaunte madeto bꝛynge foure lyons / and 
other. 1, Wylde beeſtes but tyey wozſhypped her/ 
andÞ bleſſyd vyzgyne deſyrous to go to her god 
A Don — he Ae takeher we hym / and 
nYe ended Without touchynge of 
wylde becltes, CE 


COfthe vyzgyneTheodoſpne/ tBarba- 
Cn pat CY DU ir. 
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Je conitaunce of the martyzdome 
SA 25 of the bleſſyd TheoToſpne cometh 

Atso our purpoſe Veil tobe remẽbꝛed 
= Fx4 This vyzgync Was ryght noble 4 
Ss NJ ofgretebeaute of p age of.xviy. yc- 


res ſheby meruayllous wptte dyſputed with the 
Jugewhiche manaced her to tourment her pile 

txſoke not Jheſu Cryſt;and as ſhe anſwcred by 
godly wozdes.he made her to be taken by þhee- 
re and beten ryght ſozc/and ſhe fayd tohym. Cer 
tes heis acaptyfe that Wolde lozdelbyp another 
and can not gouerne hymſelfe.Flas to hym that 
hath grete charge to befulfplled with metes and 
dzynkes andhath no thought ofthchongre cup] 
fozhpm that wolde be warmed and wyll not clo 
thene warme thoſe that ben euyll clothed, wo be 
tohymthat wolde hauerecſt a trauayllcth others 
eupll be it to hym that ſaythe all thynges ben his 
andhehathe recepued them ofgod/Wobc tohym 
that wolde that one ſholdedo well andhe dothe 
all cupll.Suche wozthy wozdes ſayd alwaye þ 
holy vyrgyne in her tourmente . But fox that 
ſhehad ſozoweinherherte ofthe lizame of that/ 
thather ſhamfaſt membzes appered openly god 
ſente her a Whyte cloude that coueredheral.and 
Urban the Juge manaced her mozeand moze to 
Whome lheſapd.Thoulheweſt none of mp mee- 
ſes of mp dyner that is ozdepned fozme. Ind the 
tyzaunt manaced her that he wolde coꝛrupte her 
vby1gpnpte/to whom ſhe anfwvered, Thou mana 




















ceſt in vayneto becozrupeyon in mefo2god enha 
bytethiny clene hertes. The pꝛouoſt moze wode 
thanhe was made her tobe caſtin theſcean he- 
uy ſtone aboute her necke. And ſhe bozne vp with 
aungelles #bzought agapne to thelondeſyngyn 
ge #barc the ſtone bytwene her handes / whiche 
wapyed moche mozethanherſelfe . The tyzaunte 
made tolette go vpon her. iz, Lcoperdes but they 
lepte aboute her makynge her gretechere. At the 
laſt the tyzauntþknewe nothowe to domade to 
Cmyte ofher heed / a the ſoule departed froher bo» 
dy vyſpbly in Þ ſhappe ofa whyte dowue / hhynyn 
gebzyght/x the ſamenyghtſheapperedto herfa 
der #1noder moxe clerer than the ſone / crowned 
With pzecyous ſtones accompanyed with many 
vy2gpnes holdyngeacroſſe of golde in her han- 
de/xſayd to them.Sehere whatis the Joy that 
ye Woldc haue put awaye from me-andby they 
Were conucrted. ¶ Alſo in» tyme of Warymyan 
the Emperoureflouredin vertues bleſſpd vyz⸗ 
gyne ſaynt Barbaraofnoblelygnage a ſoucray 
nely ſayze / her fader fox bycauſe ofher beaute had 
ſhytte her in a toure / and ſhe had infpyzacyonofy 
cryſten kaythe / fox that oſhe myght not be bap⸗ 
tyled ofnone other ſhe herſcife toke water # bap⸗ 
tyſcdherinthename ofthe fader # fone # the ho- 
ly ghoſt. Hcr fader wolde haue marped her ryght 
hyghly and ſherefuſedallmaryages /and at the 
laſte ſhe tolde that ſhe was cryſtened/andhadde 
bowed her vy2gynyte vnto god/ the fader wolde 
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haueCſlapne her fo2 that cauſe/and ſhe fleddeand 
eſcaped/and ag her fader pourtued her to put her 
tothe dethe/at the laſte hefounde her by p techpn 
geof a ſhepeherde whiche ſerched anone bothe 
hymandhis beeſtes / and the faderleddchertoþ 
p2ouolt the whiche foz that that ſhe dyſobeped al 
his commaundementes made her to be marty- 
red with many agreuous tourmente / and han- 
ged her by the feete/and ſhe ſayd tohym /caytyfe 
ne ſeeſt thou not that the tourmentes dothe me 
noharme/and he ryght wzothe madeherpappes 
to be dꝛzawnefrome her body / and 1n that cſtate 
madeher tobe ledde thzughe the cyte. And ſhe al- 
Wapyeglozpfyed god.But foz that that ſhe hadde 
ſhamethat her vyzgpnall body:wasg ſene all na- 
ked/our lozdeſenteherhis aungell and helcd all 
her woundes/and coucred her body With a why⸗ 
teclothe.Jnd When the had ben ledde foxth ynon 
gheone leddeher agayne befozcthepzouoſft whiz 
che was Wode When he ſawe her all hole/and her 
faceſhynynge bzyght/ſoo he madgher agayne to 
be tourmented ſoo moche that he commaunded 
when he coude thynke ofno mo tourmentes that 
her heedſholdebeſmyten of, Indſhe made her 
o2yſons and pzayed god that he myght be in the 
helpe ofallthem that requyzed her inremembtan 
ceandrecozdedherpallyon.Fnd when ſhc hadde 
all ended her ozyſon and payer} there was a vop 
ceherdefrom henen whiche ſayd vntoher inthis 
Voyle, Come vnto me my ryght dere welbyloued 












doughter torelt the in the kyngdomeofmy fader 
andreceyue thy crowae.Jud thatthat thou haſt 
requyzed (hall begraunted to the # ſo as the was 
gone vp vpon hyile wherelhelholde be heeded 
Her cruell tader qnote of herheed hymlelfe , Ind 
aShecame downethe hplle þ fyzeof heuen bzent 
hymal to poudze. ¶ Alſo bleſlpd vy2gpne ſapnt 
Dozothe the ſame wyſe ſuffred dpuers martyzdo 
mes in Capadoce. Ind foz thatp ſhe wolde not 
takeno matohouſbande/and ſpakeſo moche of 
her ſpoule Jheſu Cryſt. The mayſter of the ſcoles 
Whiche was named Theophylus ſapd toherin 
mockerp When oneledde her tobc heeded/that at 
the leeſt when ſhe ſholde be with her ſpouſe that 
te woldeſcnde to hym ofthe roles and applesof 
the gardyne ofherhouſbande / and ſheſapd that 
ſhe wolde;Wwherofithappened that as ſoone ag 
ſhe had madeancnde ofhermartyzdomeryghta 
fayze yongechylde as of þ age of.ttij.yeres come 
to Thcophylus and btought with hym a lytell 
panycr full offpuerapnly fayre roſes and apples 
mcruapllouſiy well ſmellpnge and fayze / «(yd 
þ the vyrgyne Dozothe ſente them to hym.Then 
was he gretely admeruaplled fox it was wꝛyten 
in the moneth of Fcbzuarp/ſo he was.conuerted 
x after was martyted fo: thenameo cryſt 
C So ofall other ſayntes vyzgpnes that ben 
heuen by conſtaunce of martyzdome pf J wolde 
tell the hyſto2y ſholde be ryght longe ſo asſaynt 
Cecple/lapnt Agnes / laynt Agace / and infynyte 
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others/and yfthou wylte haue mo/go and behot 
dein the hyſtoryal myzoure and there thou ſhaite 
fyndeynoughe.Jnd F cyall tell the pet of Sapnt 
Cryſtynefoz that thatſheis thy godmoder / and 
is a vy2gyne ofgretedygnpte Flhalltell the lyte 
ofhermozeplayne/Whicheis deuoute and tayte, 


C Thelyfeofſapnt xpine vyrgyne and martyre. 
Capitulo, x. 
ESA acti bleſſid vy2gyneſaynt Xpinewas 
(ESL) 22D ofthecyteof Dyzedoughterof wr: 
CM Ke banmayſtcrofthechenalryeithis1a 
2&5 x4 dy forherbcaute was keptein cloſc 
[@Z2VJ\ byp commaundement of her fader 
inatoure/andlhe had with her ſeuen maydens . 
Ind there her faderlete make a fayze o:atozy of 
vdollcs nyghe to the chambyze of Xpyne to the en⸗ 
tente that ſhe ſholde wozlhyp them. But ſhe that 
was ſoyongeas oftheage of.nij.ycres was en⸗ 
ſpy2ed ofthe fayth of Jheſucryſt and made no fot 
ce ofthe ydolles wherof p maydens meruaylled 
and often tymes they called on herto do oblacy- 
on.Fnd when ſhe had taken enſenceſoas toma- 
keſacrcfyſc to the ydolles /ſhe kneled towards þ 
Eeſt at a wpndowe andloked towarde heuen x 
encenſed the inmoztall god. Ind the mooſt parte 

ofthenyght ſhe wag at that wyndowe beholdyn 

gethcſtcrres andſhewaylyngebeſonght god rp 

ghtdeuoutely andpzapedhym that he woldebe 

Cyte of La. UW: 




















her helpe agaynſt all heraduerſaryes. The mnap- 
deus Whiche percepued well thather herte was 
all in Jhcſucryſte/kneled befoze her often tymes 
With Joyned handcspzapengeÞ ſhe ſholde not 
put her entente ina ſtraunge god / but p lhe wol- 
dc wozſhyp the goddes of her tader and moder / ã 
pf that ſhe were knowne al thepſholde be deſtrop 
cd. Saynt Xpinc anſwered that they were decep 
ued by the deupll whiche ſtyzed them to wozſhyp 
ſo many goddcs/and that there was but one, At 
thelaſt as her fadcerkneWwey his doughter wolde 
not worſhyp the ydolles he was ryght ſoꝛowtull 
and rep2oued her. And ſhe ſayd that wtth a good 
wyll ſhe wolde offre to god of heuen/Xhe troWwed 
thatſhementeJupytcr and wasryght glad aud 
Woldc hauc kyſſed her/but ſhe c1 ycd x ſayd / foule 
not mp mouthe.Foz Jwyll offre myne offrynge 
cienctogod of heuen and oferthcand ofÞ her ka 
dcr was contente. And ſhe wente in to her cham 
brc a ſhytte faſt the dore / a ſet her on her knees /x 
offred her holy ozyſon to god in wepynge / andÿ 
holy aungell ofour lozde came downe # comfoz- 
ted her / a bꝛought her whyte bzede x meteWherof 
ſhe ete / kor in. iij. dayes ſhe hadno maner of mete 
no2 drynke. After that ſaynt xpᷣine ſawe at yWwyu 
dowes many pooze cryſten men beggynge at the 
kote ok her toure and ſhe hadde nothynge to gyue 
them / and ſhe wente to ſcke the Jdolles ofher fa- 
der Whiche were ofgoldec and ſpluer/ and ſhebza 
ke them all and gauc the peces tothe pooze men. 
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Ind When her fadcr knewe that thynge he bete 
her ryght cruelly/and ſhe toldchym plapnip that 
he was deceyued to wozlhypſucye ialle ymages 
and that there was but one god in Trynyte / the 
Whichelhe confelſed/and other god woldeſhenot 
woꝛſhyp to dye therfoze/Wherfozc he was woode 
with her /and made her to be bounde With cyay- 
nes/andledde her betynge herindyuers places/ 
and atter put her in pzyſon/and he ſaydþhye wol- 
de be Juge hymſclfe ofthar cauſe , Soo he made 
her tobe bzought befozehym on themozowe and 
manaced her with all tourmentes /yfthe wolde 
not wozſhyp the ydolles and after that that hc ſa 
weWcll thatſhe wolde not tourncher entente for 
pꝛayer ne foꝛ manaces/madcher tobe ſtryped all 
naked bothe armegand icgges and beten ſo mo 
che that.xiz.men Were wery of it / and ſhe aſked 
her faderalWayeyfheadupted her not / + he ſayd 
toher, Doughternaturallpyte conſtraynech ſore 
my courage to tourmente the fo Whiche arte my 
fteſhe.But thereuerence andthe kaythe that J 
hauc tomy govdes conſtrayncth me to doit for⸗ 
that thou dyſpyſeſt theym. And the holy vyzgyue 
anſweredhym.Tyzaunt whiche J ought not to 
calle fader but enemye of myne holyncile tour: 
mente thefleſſhe hardely that thou haſte cngen- 
dred and ſpare it not. Fo2as fo: that thoumarſt 
wel doo at thy pleaſure / bit as forthe ſpyryte the 
whiche was madeof mp fader the whiche is in 
heuen thouhaſt no power in no wyſctotonche it 
CrteofLa, Ul, 











by no temptacyon/fo Ihelu cryſt my ſauyoure ke 
peth hym . The cruelifadcr moze woode thenhe 
was made to bzynge a whele that hehadlet ma⸗ 
ke / and made this holy ſwete ponge mapyden to 
be bounde to it / and to put fye vnder / and after 
madc to caſt boylynge oyle grete plentye vpo her 
body/and the whele tourned vpon her/and all to 
brake her /but god the ſouerapue fader had pyte 
on his ſcruaunt ſente his aungell whichebzake ỹ 
whcleall topeces/and ſlewe the tourmentoures 
ſtaunched the fyze/and delyuered the vy2gyneho 
lc and ſounde / and ſſewe moe than a thouſande 
perſones that beheldeher without pyte /and the 
aungelles of god came aboute hcr and comfo2- 
ted her. And her fader aſked her / tell me who ha⸗ 
th taught theall the curſedneſſe. And ſheanfwe: 
red//Tytaunt without pyte /hauenot J tolde the 
well that mp fader Jheſu cryſte hathe taught me 
this pacycnce/and allthe ryght wap in the fapth 
of god alyue. Fund therfoze deſpyſe 4 all thy tour: 
mentes. Ind J ſhall oucrcomein vertue ofgod 
all the aſſaultes ofthe deuyll. And he ouercome # 
confuſed made to caſt herinryght an hozryble ã 
aderke pzyſon.Ind ſoas ſhe was there thpnkyn 
geon thegrete myſterpes ofour lowdethere came 
to her.ttj.aungelles With a grete lyght and bꝛou⸗ 
ght her mete / andcomfozted her / and ſhe pelded 
thankpnges to god.Urban wyſt not what to do 
With her/xlefte not to thynke befoze what tour- 
mentes he myght do to her / at the laſt as allanoy 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 


ed With her fo tobe delpueredofher made to put 
agrete ſtone aboute her necke and thzowe her in 
to the ſce. But anone as they threwe her into the 
fce/the aungelles receyuedher/and lhe Wwente vp 
on the water with the aungelles/and then Xpine 
p2aped our lozde Iheſu cryltlyftynge vp her eyen 
to heuen that it myght pleaſe hymp ſhe myght re 
cepue Þ holy ſacrament ofbaptyme in pſame wa⸗ 
ter whiche lhc had deſyred ſo moche to haue. And 
then our lozdeJheſu cryi deſſended in pꝛopze per 
ſone with a grete multytude ofaungeiles / x bap 
tyſed her and madc her after hisname Xpine/and 
crowned hcr/and ſhpnynge ſterre vpon her heed / 
and ſette her on the londe , And that ſame nyght 
Urban was tourmented With p dcupll and dyed 
myſcheuouſly,Jnd in þ moznynge after ſhe was 
founde pzayenge in her faders hallc ina comer. 

Ind thus chis bleſſyd xᷣpine whiche god Wolde 
recepue by matyzdome Whiche ſhe deſyred ryghe 
moche was ledde agapne by the tourmentoures 
into thepzyſon.CAIndpneweJugenamedzyon 
Whiche knewe Well what was done to her / made 
hertocomebefozehym x coueyted her for her be⸗ 
aute/but when heſawe that all his fayze Wozdes 
aduapled hym not hemade her to be tourmented 
agayne and madeto fylle a grete cawdꝛon full of 
oyle and pytche and a grete fyze vndernetheit / # 
foure men tourmentedher.in the catwdzon With 
gretehokes ofyzon/andtheholy vpꝛgyne ſonge 
togodryght melodpouſly and mocked the tour- 

Cyte ofLa, V.iij. 
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mentoures x manaced them With the paynes of 
helle.Ind whenthe crueliJuge ſawe ———— 
aduayled hym he made to yange hcrin the place 
befoze all people by the heere ofher heed / Whiche 
was longe and ſhynyngelpke golde.Ind the wo 
men came rennyngeabouteherwhiche wepte foz 
pyte to ſe ſo yonge a mapyden tourmented/# cryed 
to the tyzaunt ſapenge, Thou vntrewe and crucl 
man howe myght theherteofaman haue ſuche 
cruelte agaynlt a mayden ſo fayre andſo tendze/ 
thou arte wozſe than ony Wylde beeſt / a all wol- 
dchaucronne vponhym./Then the Jugeſaydto 
hcr.Xpincfrende thou ſhalte ſuffreno ox tour: 
mcnte/but come with me /andlet vs wozſhyp þ 
ſoucrayne god that hath ſuſtepned the ſo moche/ 
hcthought of Jupyter whiche they helde fox theyz 
ſoucrapne god/but ſhe thought all otherwyſc. 

'Then ſhe ſayd tohym/thou haſtryght well ſayd 
and J graunt thc. And thenhemadchertobe vn 
hangedandleddcher tothe temple/andigrete,foy 
fon ofpcople fojowed thein / whẽ he had brought 
her bcfoxe the pdolles trowynge that ſhe wolde 
haue wozſhypped them / ſhe kneled downe behol 
bynge towardcheucn /#tade her ozyſon togod 
and thenſheroſe vpandtonrnedher towarde þ 
ydoll and ſayd/J ſayetothethouwycked ſpyzyte 
whiche arte in this ydollinÞnameofJhe0ncryſt 
p thou come out / a anone þ wycked ſpyryte lepte 
out a made a grete a a ferefull noyſc by whiche 
all were lo kerde that they fell downe to theerthe. 
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FYnd the Juge when he was releued ſayd , Xpine 
thouhaſte moued our godalmpghty/but fox that 
that he hath pytc on y/yels come out thathe mp- 
ght ſchis creature. and ſhe was wothe with pᷣ 
Wo2de/xrepzoucd hym ſirongly that he was ſoo 
-blynde thatycknewe not goddes vertue, So ſhe 
p2ayed god that the pdoll ſholde falledowncal to 
poudze;p whiche thynge was donc/xby the woꝛ 
des and ſygnes of Þ holy mayde there Were con- 
ucrted what oimcn # Women mo than .iij. thou⸗ 
ſandce.Jud the Jugeryght ſozc afcrde ſavd. Jfp 
kyngeknewetyat thatis done agaynſt cur god/ 
by the ſhewpnge of this Xpine/he wolde deſtrope 
me mpſchcuoutly/an9 then theJuge full of angu 
plTyge warcd woode and dyed, (The thyzde Ju 
ge came aftcr named Julyan / and made to take 
Xpinc aid made his auaunt that he wolde make 
her to woz(hyp the ydolles. But fot al his myght 
that hc coude do/he myght not make her remeue 
out ofthe place where ſhe was / ſo helcte make a 
grete kyre aboute her, xſhe bode in p fpze. tt, day- 
cg and.ity.nyghtes:4thcre were herde many dy⸗ 
uers ſwete mclodycs/#the tourmentourcs Were 
afcrde by Þ mcruayllous ſygnesp they ſawe the 
Whiche thynges repozted to Julyanhe wendeto 
haue waren wodc/+Whey fyzc was coſumed ſhe 
came out al hole, TheJuge made ſerpentes tobe 
bzought fozth # made to caſt vpõ her.ii.alpes a.ij 
ctc colubzes whiche bote # venpmed meruayls 
oully/but theſe ſerpcntes fell do wne ather fere þ 


* 


ry 














the hedes enclyned towarde her without doynge 
heronyherme.Ind then there were other.tj.hoz- 
rybie ſerpentes let loWwce vponherand thephan- 

ed them at herpappes # lyckedher. Ind Xpine 

oked towardeheuen andfapyd. Jyelde thetyan- 
kynges pA a god Jheſu cryſt whichchaſt ma 
de me lo wozlhyptully to be cnhaunced by theho- 
ly vertues that theſe hoxryble ſerpentesknoWwerh 
thydygnytein me. Fnd this obſtynate Julyanſe 
pnge theſe meruaylles cryed tohym that was ke 
per of the lerpentes. Arte not thou enchaunted of 
Xpine alſo by the whiche thou haſteno power to 
moue theſerpentes agaynſt her,Then he whiche 
doubted the Juge trowed tohanemoued the ſer- 
pentcs ayenſt her/and theyranne vponhym and 
Clcvchym, And ſo mocheencry body doubted p 
(crpentes that none durſte come nyghe xpine / 
ſhe commaunded themby the vertueof god that 
rhcyſholde goagapneinto they; owne placeW- 
out doyngc ony harmetoonycreature / ã ſo thep 
dydc./Then ſhe rayſed agayneÞdceedman to his 
lyfe whicheanonecaſt hymathcr fecteand was 
conucrted.Jnd the Jugeblynded with Pp deupll 
lo as he perceyued not the meruaplloug ſpgnes 
Cayd vnto Xpine, Thou haſt ynoughe ſhewed thy 
wytche craftes / and lhe ſaydtohym. Thouman 
out of wytte yfthyne cyen woldeſe P vertues of 
god thou ſholdeſt byleuethem. Indthenhe beyn 
gepallynge wzothe made to dzawe her pappes 
out of her body/andanonethcrecame ont mpylke 
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in ſtede ofblode.Fnd fox that » ſhe Wwout ſeaſynge 
named thenameofourtozde Iheſus / he made to 
cutte ofher tonge/but ſheſpake better and cicrer 
after then ſhe dyde befoze/and bleſſyd godinthaz 
kynge hym ofhisgrete benefeytes that he dyde 
toher. Ind beganto make her ozyſon vnto godp 
it myght pleatehymtopertourme the crovnc of 
her martyzdomeandtoreceyuchertohym . Aud 
then there wag herde a voyce fromcheucn faycn 
ge/Xpine pure and clenc the heucns ben open for 
the/and thereygue Without ende redy and all the 
company ofſapyntes bleſſeth god foz the/fo2 thou 

haſt frothy youtheſuſteyned the naine ofcryſte/x 
then ſhe pꝛayſed # glozytyed god the eyen towar- 

deheucn.The voyce was hcrde agayne whiche 

ſayd.ComeXfinemp ryght welbptoncd and cho 

ſen doughter / and receyũe the palme and perdu⸗ 

rable crowne and rewarde of thy pallyonabic 

lyfe in the confcllpon of myname.Jndþ talſc Ju 

lyan thathcrde this voyceblamed the rourmen- 

fourcs that they had not cuttcthe tonge of Xpine 

wozenerer / ſo they cutteitſonyghe that ſe ſol 

de not ſpckeſomocheas ſhedydeofourlozde Je 
ſi cryſt / kor thep toke an yzon hoke and pulled out 
thc tonge/andcutteit anone to thiote, Ind ſhe 
foketheculpen ofthe tongeand thiewe it to the 
vyfage ofthe tyzaunt/andſmote out his cyc and 
{ayd tohym ag holcly as euer ſhe ſpake before, 
Thou curſed tyzaunt What anapyleth the to cutte 
ofmmytongetoÞententepitſholde not wouthyp 

Cyteof La, Fj 



















god when my ſpy2yte ſhal alwap worſhyphym a 
thy ſpyzyte ſhall dwell alway incurſedneſſe.nd 
fo2p thou knoweſt not my woꝛde it is good rea- 
ſonp my tongchathemadetheblynde. Thenſhe 
whiche ỹ ſawe Fheſu cryſteſpttyngein theryght 
ſydeothis fader ended her martyzdome by two 
arowes that werclhotte ather/onein the ſyde / * 
other towvardophcrte.Indacoſpne ofhers whi- 
che was conuerted by her buryed her body # wꝛo 
tehcrglowouslegende.O bleſſyd xpine andho- 
ly maydcn #choſcn ofgod Jpzaye the by the ho- 


Iyncſle wherof godharh made the ſoo worthy to- 


ptaye foz mea ſynner named ofthyname/#haue 
pytc on me bleſſpd godmoder whiche haſte reioy⸗ 
ccd me to haue cauſe toput thyneholylegendein 
my wzytynges the Whiche at thercuerenceJha- 
reco2deda longe that it myght be agreable tothe 
and to ail women cauſcofgoodenſample, 


C ©fdyuers ſayntes whiche ỹ ſawe they; chyl⸗ 
dren marty2cd beforethem.Cas, If» 


IT What thynge in woꝛlde is more ten 
dc toamoderly herte than toſeher 
Wchylde toluffre papne. But fox that þ 
VO A I lcfaythcis yet the gretteſt thynge 

="@ aS it appered to many worſhypfull 
Women Whiche fox thelouc of Fhcſu cryſtc offred 
theyz owne chyldzento tourment, Js thisblelſyd 








Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of British Library 








Felyr whicheſaweher, viij.chyldzen whiche wes 
reryght fayzeyongiynges martyzcd befoze her/ 
and comfozted and counſayled them ofpacpence 
by moderly wozdes to be ſtable in thefapthe.And 
foz the lone ofgod ſhehad fozgoten all womanlp 
courageas to thebody. And afterthat when ſhe 
had offred them allin ſacrefyſe to god ſhe wolbe 
beſacrefyed herſclfe vnto god by martyzdome. 
CAllſo the bleſſyd Julytte in the ſame wyſe wht: 
chehadaſonnenamed Cyzycus /ſhenouryThed 
hymnot onely with bodely tode but alſo with (pp 
rytuall.Fo2 without (caſpnge ſhe cnfourmed hp 
in the faythe in ſuche wyle that he beynge ryght 
{ytellandyonge myght ncucrbcoucrcome With 
tourmente/ne by fayze wozdes that he ſhoide fox 
ſake thename of Iheſu cryſte / but when he was 
fourmented heſayd with his lytell clere voyce. Y 
am acryſten man/Jamacryſten man, Jthanke 
theourlozde Jhelucryſte, and he ſpake fo opcnly 
as it hadde ben a man of.xi.yeresofage andhis 
good moder comfozted hym the whiche was al⸗ 
ſoryght cruelly tourmented/and the without (ca 
ſynge prayſcdourlozde and comforted othcrmar 
tyres and ſpake okthe heuenly Joye that they dp 
de abyde / and that they ſholde haue noo drede. 
Calco what ſhall we nowe ſaye ofthe meruayl⸗ 
lous conſtaunce and ſtrengtheþ the bleſſydBlan 
dynchad/ſheſawe tourmentedand marty2ed be 
fozcherher doughter whiche was of agc of. rv. 
pereswhom lhe comfoztedJoyouſly. aatter as a 
CytcofLa, X. ij. 












































woman ſholde go to her ſpouſe/ſhe wente to put 
her in tourmente/ x was loo moche tourmented 
by multytude of marty2domes that thetourmen 
tourcs wcre wery of her/x put her on agrydyzen 
and roſted yer # was alwape pzycked with ppn- 
nes ofp0n/ and ſhe alwape glozyfyed our lozde 

od/xfo lhe cotynued anone to dethe . ¶ what 

olde J aye to the foz tofulfyll our cyte of ſuche 
meyny.Come on Saynt Urſula with all thy.rj. 
thouſande vy2gynes and bleſſpd martyzes for þ 
name of Jheſu cryſt all theyzheedes ſmyten ofſo 
as they were ſcntc tobe marycd xthey aryued in 
alonde ofmpſcreauntes whiche wolde conſtray- 
nc them to foxſake the faythe of god/and they cho 
ſcrather to dycthan to fozſake the name of they 
ſauyourc Jheſu cryſt. 


C Ofſaynt Maryne theholy vy2gyne.Ca. xij. 


vera} vyrgynes martyzedonempyght tell 
7 $8 Ja grete nombe/and the ſame wyſle of 
IS —others that lyucd inrelygyon/andin 
=o many other holy guyſes/ and Jlhall 
wat cithcof twayneof whom the hyſto 
ry is tyght fayrꝛe · CAſeculermanhad onc onely 
doughter lytell and yongenamed Marpne/ſohe 
put hcr in the warde ofacoſpne ofhis owne/and 
entred inrelygyon/andledde ryght an holy lyfe. 
Andnot foz that naturedzewehymto thynke on 
his doughter wherof his payne made hymto be 
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heuy / lo heWas ryght penſÞfe /and the abbot de⸗ 
maunded hym the caule ofhis heupnes ſo moche 
tyll hetolde hym that all his thought wag vpon 
adoughter ofhis/Whichche hadlctte in the wort 
de whiche he mpght not fozgete.. The abbot bad 
hÞ phe holde goto ketche her/andþ lhempght be 
put tn torclygyon with hym. Do was this may: 
de with her fader clothed as a lytell monke / and 
coude Well kepe her cloſe / and the was of ryght 
good dyſcypiyne. And When lhe came to theage 
of. rviy.yeres alwape perſeucrynge frome good 
to better / fader whiche had taught her thishoip 
lyfe paſſed out of this wozlde /# lhe abode alone 
tnherfaders celle in holp lyuynge / ſo that the ab- 
bot andalt other pzayſedher holy conucrſacyon/ 
and Wpſt none other butyſhewasaman. This 
abbay was but.iij.myles frome amarkct towne 
So it foztunedthat the monkes mult of ncceſſy- 
te go other whyles vnto the fozeſapd market fox 
to bye theyz neceſſarpes / wherof it happened dp- 
uers tymes that they were nyghted in theyz co» 
mynge homewarde / in the wynter ſcaſon aftcr 
that they hadde done theyr bucynes / ſo that they 
mult nedes1pcinthe towne. Aud Maryne whiz 
che was named frere Maryne dyuers tymes abo 
deat his courſe inthe toreſayd to wue in a certay⸗ 
ne hoſtery were he lodged communcly when he 
came tothe towne.So it happe in that tyme that 
the doughterofp hoſte was with chyide.Indas 
the was conſtrapned byher fadcr +moder to tell 
CytcofL a. X. iij. 












Whos it was ſhe put it vpon frere Maryne wher 
of the fader and moder came and complaynedto 
the abbot whiche made hymto beſente fo; «was 
ryght ſoz0wtull ofthisthynge.Jnd the holy map 
den had icuer take theblame vponher than to ex 
cuſe her. Ind ſhe kneled wepynge and fapd;/fader 
pray foz me Jhaue ſynned andJſhatidopenaun 
ce. And then the abbot beynge ryght wiothe ma- 
de hym to be beten and tourmented/and puthym 
out ofthe monaſtery and defendynge hyin the en 
tryngcagapne.Andheſethym onthe erthe befo- 
re þabbap;zlay therein penaunce/4 aſked ofhis 
bꝛetherne onc moxſcll ofbzcde ones a day #Þ dou 
ghter ofÞ holtcler was delyuered of aſone/and 
moder ofher bought this chylde to Marpnebe- 
foze Þ abbap and therelefte it. Ind the holy may- 
den receyued hym/and With themorſelles ofbze- 
dep men gopngein #8gut gaue hym nouryſſhed 
this chylde as thougheit had ben his ovone/and 
on a tyme after thatpbzethernemoued with py- 
tc paped the abbot that he wolde receyne agay- 
ne frere Maryne to mercy/and with gretepayne 
thep coftrapned hym at theyz prayer. ãInd ſhe had 
ben then. v.ycres in that penaunce befoze the ga: 
teofthemonaſtery.And whcnhe was entredin 
the abbapctye abbot commaunded hym todo all 
p foule offyces of within/and that heſholdebzpn 
in water to alle al] thepznecelfarpes/and that 
he ſholde ſerue allthe people of theplace,Indthe 
holy vyzgyne dyde it humbly / withagood wyll 
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Ind within a Whyte after ſhe paſſed to our lorde. 
And When the bzetherne had tolde this to the ab- 
dot heſapdtothem.Seyethat his ſpnuc was ſu 
che that he deſerucd no pardon, ¶ Neucrthelclle 
wall he hym and bury hym ferretrom the abbay 
Ind ſo as they dyde ot his clothes ſuche ag hc wa 
re they ſawe that it was a woman / then they be · 
gan to crye and Were paſſynge ſozy foz the grete 
eupllandgreuaunce that was done toſooholp a 
creature without cauſe-ofthe whiche conuerſa- 
cyon they had gretemeruayle,Thisthynge tolde 
to thc abbot he was altonyed gretc{y,and anone 
he kell downe at the fcere of the holy vody in grete 
Wepyige/betyngehis bzeſt foz his blame and cry 
enge merey/andrequyzynge pardon - and ordey⸗ 
ncdhcrſcpulture inachapell within the monaſte 
ry./Thyder came al the monkes amonge the whe 
che there was one that hadde but onecye Whiche 
kneced downcandkylled the holybody bp grete 
deuocyon /andanonehis ſyght was reſtozcd to 
hym the ſame daye. CAndthe woman that bare 
the chylde became out ofher wyrte / and cryed ot 
her ſynne/and thenſhe was bzought vnto the ho 
ly body/and there ſhe recouercd helthe, Andſpth 
almyghty god dydemany myzaclesfozher in the 
fayd place, 


COfthemooft holyandbleſtyd vy2gyne Eufra 
ſyne. Capitulo, xiij. 











had complete the ſpace of.xxxviij.vere Withinher 

celle. And than it pleaſed god tocall, her to hym a 
ſpkenes tokeher. The good maofp ryght ſozow 
tull came thyder/and wWhan he ſawe that Spna- 
roche lholde dye he began to crye, Alas where be 
thoſe ſwete wozdes # thoſe pꝛomyſes that pᷣ haſt 
madetomethat J ſholde ſe mpdoughter.Syna 
rochepalled to god /and thefader was not there 
Wwhehe pallcd.YHe helde a wꝛytynge in honde whi 
cheno man myght take out;Þ abbotandallÞ co: 
uent came to aſlaye bur they dydenothynge /vp- 
on this p fadercamethyder withgrete crycnge/ 
and grete weppnge fox his good frende whiche 
he foundedede on whome was all his comforte. 
andas ſone as he approched the cozpesto kyſle it 
befozcallheopencd thehande and toketohym Pp 
writynge andhetokeitandredde Within that it 
Vas his doughter / and that none ſholde touche 
hcr body to bury it but onclp he;thig thynge was 
gretemeruayletohym / tothe abbot/and to ali 
coucnt whiche gretely prapſedher holy ſtablenes 
11 vcrtue, And to the fader doubled the wepynge 
tn conſolacyon of his lyfe . Sohe ſolde ally euer 
hchad.and rcndzedhym into the ſame abbaye x 
thcreheendedhis lyfe. Nowe Yhauetoldetheof 
dyuers vy2gynes.D0 JF ſhall tell the of other la⸗ 
dyes martyzesryght glozyous xofholylyfe, 


COfthcblylſed lady Anaſtale andher 
fclowes Ca.xiiij. 
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Dere was inthe tyme of þ grete per- 
ſecucyonofthe cryſten people in Ro- 
me in the tyme of Dyoclutanp Ein⸗ 
£244 peroure.There was inthat Cyte ry 

SELLS ghtanobleladp ofgreterychelle4of 
grete auctozyte Whiche voas named Anaſtaſe , 
This lady had meruayllous grete compaſſyon 
ofthe tourment that ſhe ſawe done cucrp day to 
the martyzes / and foz to comfozte them and vyſp 
tetheym /ſhe clothed herin the habyte ofa pooꝛe 
Woman /and wente with one mapden vnto the 
pzyſons where they Wwere/and comforted theym 
With pzecyous meetes and dzynkes and ofſuche 
as ſhe myght . She waſſhed ;/and wyped theyr 
Woundes/and anoynted them With ryght pzccy- 
ous oyntementes. Indſhe contynued ſoo longe 
tyllſhe was accuſcd toPublyen / whiche was a 
noble man of Kome Whiche that wolde hauc had 
her co wyfe / Whiche wared 20the With it and 
he made ſuche awaytes onher thatſhc durſt not 
comeouteofherhouſe. Ind then gmonge other 
martyzcs inthe pzyſonthere was Saynt Gzyſo 
gone a man ofryght gretc excellence /theUhiche 
haddeſuffcrcd many dynicrstourmentes. and he 
Was ſuſteyncd of the goodes and the vyſytacy- 
ons of that good and gracyous lady Inaſtaſc, 
Unto whome the fozcſayd ſaynt G2zyſogone ſcent 
coucrtcly dyucrs cpyſtles /bya good vertuous 
cryſten woman / counſaplynge hcr of pacyence/ 
and inthe ſame wyle ſhe ſents vnto hym by the 















ſayd woman.Fnd at the laſt ſo as god wolde he 
that heldeher fo ſhozte dyed. And ſhe ſolde al that 
ſhehad/and employed it all in the vyſptacyon 4 
ſuſtenaunce ofmartyzes./This noble ladyhadde 
greteſupteofladyes and ofmaydyns cryſtened. 
Ind amonge the others.C//There were. iij. may⸗ 
dens ſpſters of noble lygnageWhicheWereryght 
famplyer with her / one of theſe ſyſters was cal- 
led Agappe that othcr/Thyonne} and the thyzde 
Dyzene.Soitcametotheknowlegeof the Em- 
pcrour that theſe noble ſyſters Were cryſtened/he 
ſentefo2 them and pzomyſed them gretegyftes + 
that he woldemarye them hyghly yfthep wolde 
forſake thename of Jhcſu cryſt/and as they ma- 
dc thcrofno charge he made them tobebeten / ã 
after to be put m hardepzyſon in the whiche p2y- 
ſon they2 holy frende Anaſtaſe vyſyted themnot 
ſparynge nyght and day andpzayed god that he 
wolde ſutfre her tolyne whyle her goodes endu⸗ 


red tothecntente that ſhe myght cmploy them al 


in that holy werke.The Empecroure commaun- 
ded Dulcycyon his pzouoſt that all cryſten peo 
plc that were tn Þ pzyſons ſholde be conſtrayned 
by tourmentes to wozſhypP pdolles , Sopſayd 
pꝛouoſt made themfoz tobe bꝛought befoze hym 
amonge Whiche were the.tiz. ſyſters . And when 
thc curſed Juge ſawe them he coueyted them fox 
they2 beaute and counſaylled them in ſecrete wp- 
fcby fayze wozdes and prompyfes that they ſhol- 
de accorde tohym / andhe ſholde delyuer theym, 
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But as they were all that refuſpngeheput thent 
tn tothe warde of one was famylyer with hym 
and hemade them to beleddetn to his houſe and 
he thought tohauethemagapnlt theyywpll 929 
they wyil. Ind when the uyght came he Wente 
alone without lyghtto the houſe Wwherehe made 
them tobe bz6ught.. And as he wolde goo to the 
place where heherde thepz voyce / Whiche alithe 
nyght dydeno thynge but pzayſe god / He paſſed 
by theplace where all the veſſelles of the kechyne 
were kepte. And then he full ofthe deuyll + blyn- 
ded with the ſpy2yte of Lechery ſoag god Wolde 
he toke them by the necke a kyſſed them ſtraytely 
\yth one # ſyth another / and troWedÞ it had be 
the maydens.Jnd ſo moche he wente thus doyn 
ge þ he was verely wery.And When it vas daye 
he wente'to his pcople whiche abodehym Wout! 
Whiehe when thep ſave hym /he ſemed a fygure 
ofthedeuyllſo mochohe was ſoylled With fatte 
and coles and his gownerente and traylynge in 
the dyzte ſo they fleddefromhym all aferde, 3nd 
When he ſawe them le thus andthat they deſpy 
fed hym he was meruapflonſly abaſſhed / wher⸗ 
fore it was/ſohe thought hym thathe wolde go 
and complapne to the Emperourcofthatþ cuery 
man mockedyym theres he Wente and ſcorned 
hym.Fnd when he was entred intoþpalas whe 
remany abode hymin themoznynge / thenthere 
began agretecrye vponhymWhereſomebete by 


wrth roddes/fomeſhouedyym abacke ſayenge,' 


Cyteof La. p.j. 
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Goovut of the wapethou bnhappy andabhomp- 
nableperſonethouſtynkeſt all aboute/ſome ſcrat 
ched hym in vyſage/andſomelaughed hym to 
fcoznc;ſoo he was greately admeruaylled what 
thatitmyght be that hc was almooſt out ofhis 
wytte. Fox the deuyll had cloſed ſoo his eyen that 
he myght no perceyue it / ſo he tourned hym home 
agayne vnto his houſe ryght foule aſhamed. 

C Ind then another Juge was put in his place; 
Whiche made theſe thee bleſſyd vyzgpnes to co- 
me bekore hym / and he wolde make them to woꝛr⸗ 
typpe the ydolles/ and fox that that thep wolde 
do nothynge as his byddynge was /hecommari 
ded them to be dyſpoyled all naked/ and ſoo to be 
beten pet fo2 all theyz myghtthey myght not de- 
ſpoyle theym /foz thep) clothes were ſo cleupnge 
tothem that thcre myght noman put them of iſo 
he madethemtobeputina fyterpght hote bycn- 
nynge Wwhiche grened them nothynge. Ind then 
they ptaped togod that theympght cnde theyr ly 
nes pf it pleaſed hym/fo thep paſſed anone to our 
lorde ryght glozyouſly . But fox to ſhowe that it 
was thepz Wyll to dye/the fyzencuer bꝛente them 
noznoncofthepz clothes/aud when the fyre was 
waſted the bodpes af them were founde / the han 
des Joyned as hole and freſſhe as thoughe they 
hadſlepte . Jnd the bleſſydlady Fnaſtaſe whiche 
toke good hede of them buryed them, 


¶ Ok laynt Theodore the vyrꝛgyne. Ca. -xV4 
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Nother noble felaWwehadthis'good 
8 Inaſtaſe whiche was named Theo 
=; dozy/the whiche had.tt.yonge chyl- 
|, dzen . This {ady fo2 that that ſhe re- 
EY V fuſed maryage of the eric Lencady- 
ne/andþ ſhe wolde not doſacrefyſctotheydolles 
there was made many tourmentes for her. Xnd 
to conſtrayne the better by moderly pyte made to 
tourment one ofhcr ſones,But by the vertuc of þ 
faythe whiche paſſed nature ſhe comfozted hym 
ſapenge/fonene doubtethounot theſe tourmen- 
tes/fo by them thou ſhalte gotoJoye cucrlaſtyn 
ge/and then the lady was put in pzyſon. A ſonc of 
the deuyll came to her to defoulehyer chaſtyte but 
fodeynly he began to blede at the noſe/ and heery 
ed and ſayd that a yonge felawe had ſmyten by nm 
bn the noſe with his kyſt whiche was With her in 
thepzyfon. So this lady was tourmented / any 
at the laſtc they ſlewe her and her. iij. fones whi⸗ 
che pelded they bleſſyd ſpyzytesglozpfpenge god 
Ftheb/eſyd IAnaſtaſe buryed ther?. ¶ Then this 
holy Inaſtaſehad ſo moche haunted the vyſpta- 
cyon of marty2cs that at the laſt ſhe was taken x 
empryſoncd/ſoſhemyght nd mozevyſypres ſay; - 
tes of god [nchad no mete noꝛ drynke. But god 
whicheWwolde not that the whiche fo dylygentiy! 
hadde coinforted andrefreſſhedhis holy ſeruaun 
tes toſuffremozeHeſente vnto het the ſpywtc of 
her bleſſyd felawe Theodozye with a grete lyght 
the whiche ſet bekoꝛe her a table and ſhe bꝛought 
C1} tcofLa. p.ijs 











with herdyuers pꝛecyous releccyxens. Ind kepte 
company Wwithher.rx.dayes/inthewhichetyme 
wag .neuer delyucredtoher metono: dzynke/and 
they trowed that he hadbendeed fo _ongre /ſo 
ſhe founde allalpueand bzought before the pꝛo⸗ 
uoſt Whiche had grete ſoꝛo we / and for that þ dys 
uers people Weraconuertedbyp myzacle/he mae 
deher to be put in a ſhyp with other treſpaſſours 
that were condempned to dethe . Ind When they 
were in the hyghe ſce/themaryners to obey that 
that they Were commannded-bzake the (hyp and 
wente in to another veſlelt, Jndthen the bleſſyd 
Theodoſyne appered to them; andconueyed the 
by the ſee anyght anda daye /as ſurely as they 
had ben vpon theplapneerthe /fomoche that ſhe 
ſet themin the Jle of palme in che whiche Jlethe 
re were many byſſ hoppes a holyx men put in exyle 
fo they were receytied there / with prꝛayſynges to 
god With grete Joys: Ind thoſy that were eſca⸗ 
ped with Fnaſtaſe were baptpſed and bylcuedin 
god.'This thyrge after come tothe knowlege of 
the Emperoure he ſente tofetchethepmallbothe 
man and woman and ehyldeaboute the nombe 
ofthzc hond1ed-Whiche be made ajl to dye by dy⸗ 
uersfourmentes.Fnd th Anaſtaſe after 
manygrete argumentcs that ſhe made toþ Ein⸗ 
peroure / # after dyuers tourmentes that ſhehad 
was crowned by marty2dome. = 


COfthenoble Natalye. Ca. bh 
OS GAG: 
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Ftalyeþnoble Wwyfe of Adryan pryn 
ceofthe chcualty ofthe Emperoure 
Maxpympan aslhe was cryſtened ſe 
{ cretly in the tymethat dpucrs crylte 
SLY Bal people were martyzcdlhe herde ſaye 
that Idzyan her houſbande {oz vohoin the pzayed 
god Without ſeaſynge was ſodaynly conuerted 
in beholdynge p mactyzes tourmentcd / and had 
confelled the name of Jheſu crylt wherfozey Em 
pcrour of that ryght Wꝛothe made hym to be put 
inryght an harde pzyſon . The good lady ryght 
Joyous of Þ conuerſyon of her houſbande wente 
anonetop pzyſon tocomfozte hym/ and to praye 
hym to perſeuerinthathe had begon / and kyſſed 
the chapnes With whiche he was bounde wepyn 
ge foz pyte + Joyc/and counſapliynge hym grete 
lythathe wolde haue no reſpecte totheſe erthely 
Joyes thatendured but a whyle/but thathe ſhol 
dehauebefozehis epen the grete glozy that was 
o2depned fo; hym.This holp lady was there ton 
gecomfoztyngehym and ail the gther martyzcs 
p2aynge god that ſhe myght be oftheyz company 
and pzayed them gretelp that they Hold comfoz 
teher houſbande of whome ſhe doubted her that 
by foxce of tourmentes he ſholdenot chaungein 
the ſtableneſle of thefaythe / ſhe vyſytedhym cue 
ry daye / and cucry daye pꝛeched hym to haue ta: 
bleneſſc/x many a fayꝛe woꝛde ſhe ſpake tohym. 
But foz that that ſhe and dyuers other ladycs vy 
ſpted the holy martyres the Emperoure madeto 
Etc of La. pip 
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defende that no woman ſholdecomein to them, 
Ind therkozclhe clothed herin the guyſe ofa man 
And Whenitcametothedayeofhis laſt martyz⸗ 
dome ſhe was preſente and wypedhis woundes 
andkyſlcdhis blode and pꝛayed hym he wol 
de pꝛay to god fox her.And thus paſſed thebieſſyd 
Adzyan/and ſhe toke with heroneofhis handes 
that was cutteof/and wzappedit full derelpin a 
couerchetcaga relyke. This holp lady afterthe 
dethe of her houtbande one wolde conttrapne her 
tobe wedded bycaulſe ſhe was ofhyghe lygnage 
fayze andrpche/fo lhe wag alwayin ozyſon pray 
enge god that he wolde dꝛawe her out of thehan 
des of them that wolde conſtrapnec her tobe wed- 
dcd. Ind then there apperedto herin flepynge þ 
ſpyzyteofycr houſbande Whiche comforted her/ 
and ſayd vntoher that ſhe ſholde goo into Cou- 
ſtantynoblc to burye the bodyes ot many marty- 
rcs that were there,and ſhe dyde ſoo. Ind when 
(chad ben there a whpletngoddes ſcruycein vp 
\ytynge thcholv martyzcsempyſoned/her houſ- 
bande appered vnto her agayneandſayd toher/ 
Syſtet and rendeChambereof Jhcſu Cryſte co 
me on in to glorye perpetual foz our lozde calleth 
the. Ind then ſhe awoke/and anoneafter ſhe paſs 
{cd to our lozde, | 


= COfthcholy andbleſſpd Sapnt Affra. 
---Capitulo, : rvis 
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Ffra was a woman that lyued folylp 
(HJ conuertedtothefaythof JheſuCrylt 
Jand Was acculed tothe Juge Whiche 
BA Acayd to her. Jt ſuffyſeth not the; pdyC- 
EokeSadhoneſtyc of thy body but y thou multe 
fallinerroure to woꝛſhyp a ſtraunge god / do ſa⸗ 
crefyſe to our goddes that they maye pardon the 
Ind Itffraan(wered / Jſhall doo ſacrefyſe to my 
god Jhcſu Cryſte that came downe fox ſynners. 
For his goſpcli ſapth pa woman a ſynner waſh 
£d his feete with her teres and had fozgyucneſle 
Andhodeſpyſed neuer folply lyupnge woma nc p 
pubiycanes ſpnners but ye lete thein ett w hym. 
The Juge ſayd vnto her. Jfthoudo no ſactetyſe 
thou mhaſte not be loucd ot thy rybaudes/ne tho 
ſhalterccepue no gyftcs ofthem. @he anſwered 
Jlhalncuer recepuc curſed gyftes # thoſe p J ha- 
ue goten viitruelyJhaucpzayed to the poore pco 
ple that they wyll take them and prap koꝛ mp ſyn 
nes. The Juge gaue his ſẽtence that ſapnt Itffra 
ſhoide be bzente ipth that ſhe wolde not do lacre- 
fyſe . Ind when lhe was delyucred to tourmente 
cworſhypped god and ſapdlozde god almygh⸗ 
tyJhccucrylt whiche calleſt ſynners to penaunce 
recepue mp marty2dome in goood entente in the 
houre of my palſyon/xdelpuermetro eucrlaſtyn- 
ge fpze by this cozporall fyzethatis arayed comp 
body/xp fyzc beynge aboute her thc ſayd. Lo2de 
Fyeſucryſt pleaſcth þ toreceyueme a pore ſynuer 
tn ſacrefyſe ofthy holy name py offred thy{clfe in 












ſacrefyſefo; all the wozlde / and thou 


fox the euyll doers / bleſſyd fox the curſed/ſwete fi 
the bytter/cleneandinnocent fromſpnuetodely. 
uer theſpnners.TotheJoffrethelacrefpſeofmy 
body whiche lyueth and reygneth with the fader 
and the holp ghoſt bp all the wozlde of Wozldes, 
Ind thus ended the bleſſyd Itre fo; Whome our 
lozdehathſhewed ſyth many mpzacles, 


CDere telleth Juſtyce of dyuers ladyed wyſche 
ſerued and lodged the appoes an tan 
tes.Capituto,* cheapp en 


; Hat Woldeſt thou that J ſave tothe 
more fayze Epine.J mpaghe Sid 
to'remcmbiaunce ſuche enſampies 

without nombꝛe. Butfozthat thou 

© -Y arte admeruaylled ſoag thou haſte 
ſayd here before that wherfoze all auctours bla- 
mc women, Jſapetothe that thoughe that thou 
haſtfoundeit inthe wyytynges of auctours pay 
nymes F trowec that tothat purpoſe thou ſhaite 
fynde but fewe in holy legendes andin the byſto 
ryes of Fheſueryſtandofhis appoltics /and the 
ſame wyſe ofal{theſapntes ſo as thou mayſt ſe/ 
but a grete nombꝛe thou ſhalte fynde of meruapyl 
lous conſtaunceby the graceof godin women / 
good leruytes gretecharytees that thephane do 
neanddo without faynynge /andby good wyit 
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to leruaſites ofgod bothe hoſpytalptees#other 
good dedeg/ſo as it is wꝛyten of Dzucyane whi⸗ 
che was a good lady and a awydowe / whiche re 
cepued tohoſtſaynt Johfitheenangelyſt/ſhe ſer⸗ 
uedhym ofhis mete and his dzynke. Ind whan 
the ſapd ſaynt Johan ſholde bereceyued fro his 
exyleand thoſe ofthecytemadehym a grete feeſt 
Dueyane Wag bozne to beburyed whiche was 
deed foz ſozowe phe taryed ſo longe / #her neygh 
boures ſayd to hym. Johan ſec here Dzucyane 
thy good hoſtelle whiche is deed fox ſoꝛowe fox 
thy longe taryenge/(ſhe ſhal ferueÞnomoze. And 
than ſaynt Johan ſayd to her Drzucyane ryſe bp 
and goin to thy houſe and make redy mp refeccy 
on / a ſhe roſe frome dethe tolyfe . C Alſo another 
of cytc of Lymoges named Suſanne/fhc was 
the fy2ſt that harboured ſaynt Marcyall whiche 
was ſ[cnte thyder by ſaynt Peter to conuerie the 
countre and dyde hym-ryght moche good. 
CAlo the good lady BWaxymylle buryed ſaynt 
Ind:owe and toke hym fromethe croſſc/ and do⸗ 
ynge this ſhe pur herſelfe to the peryll of dethe. 
CalſoÞ holy mayde Euphygene folowed by de⸗ 
nocyon ſaynt Bathewe the enangelyſt /and af- 
terhis dethe ſhe made to cdefye for hym ryghta 
fayzechyzche. ¶ Alſo another good lady was ſo 
moche taken thelouc ofſayntPoule þ apoſtle 
that ſhe folowedhym all aboutc/and ſerued hym 
by gretcdylygence.CAlſoinptymcofp apoſtics 
anoblcquenecalled Helyn / andit was not ſhe pᷣ 
Cyte ofa. 3.1. 


CEE OMEN I OOGED oare ad ea, 
4 COR ANCE. BONE 
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was moder ofConſtantyne but another quene of 
Oblygoys Whiche wente to Jheruſalem /inthe 
Whiche there was greteſcarcete of vytaylles fox 
the fampne that was there. Ind when ſhe knewe 
that the ſayntes ofourlozde that were in Þ Cyte 
to pꝛeche and to conuerte the people dyed fox hon 
greſhemadetobyeſomoche vytaylles fox theny 
that they were pouruaye as longe as the derthe 
laſted. ¶ Alſo whenone lydde ſaynt Poule tobe 
heeded bythe commaundement of Nero a good 
lady Whiche was called Pautylle that was aco- 
ſtoned to ſcruehym came ayenlt hym wepynge 
gretely.Jndſaynt Poule aſked ofher acoucrche- 
fe that ſhe had vpon her heed/and ſhe tokeithym 
VWhcrofthe — people p were there mocked 
hym ſayenge fo that it was fayre that ſo moche 
ſhc had loſte, Saynt Poule hymſelfe wpped his 
epen / z after when he was dcedheſente it agay- 
nc tothe woman full ofblode wherfoze ſhe kepte 
it ryght Se ſaynt Poule appercdtoher 
and ſayd that fe* ſomoche that ſhehad donchynr 
(cruyceinheuen in pꝛayenge for her /pnougheof 
othcrs in lyke caſe J mpyght cellthe, CUaryllete 
was anoblclady tn the vertue of charyte, This 
lady was marycd to ſaynt Julyan. And in the np 
ght oftheyz weddynge of one acozde they vowed 
vy2gynyte/andnonemyght thynke the holy con- 
uerſacyon ofthis woman; neÞmultytude of wo 
men and maydens that were ſaued and dzaWwn. 
to holp [yfe by her holy monycyon; To ſaye ſhoz⸗ 
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tely ſo moche ſhehad ofgracein het that our loz⸗ 
de ſpaketoheras ſhe was indyenge. CY Wote 
not what J ſholde ſayemoze xpyne my dere loue 
Jmyght tell the without nombze of tadyes ofdy 
uers eſtates as Well vyzgynes as wpdowes / oz 
maryẽd women/in vhome godhath ſhewed his 
vertues by meruayllous ſtrengthe and conſtaun 
cc/ſo br thou ſufFyſed as nowe . Foz ryght well # 
fayzeagit ſemeth meF haue wel quytte meofmy 
ne offpcc in perfourmpnge ofthe hyghe bataple: 
mentes ofthy Cyte. Ind Jhaue peopled{it with 
erccllenteladyes/ſo as Jpzompyſed the. And not- 
withſtandyngethat Jnamenot/nemapenot na 
meallthe holpladyes by theyznames / whiche Þ 
hathe ben/whiche that ben/and whiche that hat 
be/allmaye be compzchended in this CytcofLaz 
dyes/of the whiche one mapeſaye.(C Giouola 
dicta ſunt deteciuitas det). That is to ſay /\glo:y 
ousthynges ben ſayd of thethou Cytcof god. 
So J yelde it tothe as aparfytethynge wel and 
ſtably ſoas J pzomyled the, Mowe T betake the 
to god. and the peas of oure hyghe ſoucrapne be 
cucriaſtyngely with the, 

J MW N 


CHerexpineſpcketh vnto the ladyes in 
the ende okthe boke. Ca, —_— 
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Iryght redoubted ladyes woꝛſhyp 
AWA Eipedbygodnoweis our Cyte well 
IK (AR Naccheucd and made parſyte /inthe 
F x Wwhicheallye that loueth honoure/ 
$98 vertue /@pzapſpnge map be lodged 
with grete wozthyp as welthoſethat arepaſt as 
thoſethat bennowe/and thoſe that be to come. 
Foxit is founded and made foz eucry woman of 
worlhyp.Xnd my ryght dere ladyes itisa thyn- 
g* naturaltomannes herte to reioyce hym when 
e fpndeth hym that he hathe the vyctory ofony 
entrepzyſe/and that his enemyes be confounded 
So haue ye cauſe all ye myladyes to retoyceyou 
110We vertuouſly in god and in good codycyons 
by this newc cyte to ſeit parfyte whiche may not 
be onely the refuge ofal you / that is to vnderſtan 
de ok vertuous women / but allo the defence and 
warde ayenſt pour enemyes and allayllers yf ye 

















it is madeis all of vertue/and fo truely ſhynynge 
that all yemape beholde therin and ſpecpallyinþ 
cinfrytaplynge ofthis laſte partye / and the ſame 
Wyſe in that whiche map touche you of otherpar 
tycs. nd mp dere ladycs, Doo vſeyenotofthis 
newe herytageas theſe pꝛoude people whiche be 
come ſo full ofpzyde whe they2 pꝛoſperyte encrea 
ſeth and are mounted inrycheſſe/but by enſam- 
ple of your quene the ſouerapne vyz2gyne Whiche 
after ſo grete woꝛſhyp that the aungell bzought 
toheras tobethe moder of the fone of god 4 She 
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kepe it well, Foz ye map ſe that thematterWherof ' 


—— 


fo moche moꝛe meked her in callyngeherphande 
Hangs of ok So my ladyes as be it true that 
themozethe vertues ben themozeye oughtto yel 
deyou humble & benygne/and this Cytebe cauſe 
vnto you toloue good maners / and to be vertu- 
ous and humble. ¶ And haue ye not indelpyteye 
ladyes that ben maryed to be ſo ſubiectesto your 
houſbandes . Fox it 18 not ſome tymes belte toa 
creature to be free out of ſubieccyon /# that wyt⸗ 
neſſeth the tonge of our lozde god Where heſaych 
to Eſv2as the pꝛophete. Tholc he ſapth that vſe 
thepy tree wpilfalleth in ſpune/and deſpyſe they2 
lozde/and defouieth the Juſte people/and therfo: 
rethep perpllye. 0 be ye yumble and pacyente 
and the grace ot god lhall encreace in you and ye 
{hal begpuen in pzapſynge top woꝛlde. Fox ſaynt 
Gꝛegoꝛy ſayth that pacyence is theentrye of pa: 
radyſe and the way of Jheſu Cryſt. ¶ And amon 
you vyzgynes tn the ſtate of mapdenhode /beye 
clene/(pmple/cope/ and Without ydelneſſe. F92Þ 
gpunes okeuplimenben ct agaynſt you. Dobe 
ye armed With vertuous ſtrengthe agaynſt theyz 
cauteples to eſchewe theyz frequentacyon. 

¶ And toladyes wedowes be honeſt in habyte ã 
countenaunce and in wozde / deuoute in dede and 
in conuerſacyon / pzudente in gouernaunce/pacys 
ente in that vohere nede is / in mekeneſſe a in cha- 
ryte. ãnd to all generally / grete ·meane / a lxtel 
wplilyealwap to be ſet in defence Agape the ene 
myes ofpour worlhyp a chaſtyte. cmy ladyes 


Cyte of, 3.01}, 
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howe thele that accuſeth you maketh all them ly⸗ 
ers that blameth you. And put abacke theſe loſen 
gyers Whiche by dyuers dzaughtes hurtethand 
Withdzaweth that that ye ought to kepe ſo well/ 
thatisto vnderſtande your wozſhyppes. © the 
lewdeloueof whiche thep counſaple you and fty- 
reth you therto. Fle ir fox goddes loue kfle it / fozbe 
pe certayne/thoughe that the ſemblaunt be tayre 
it is deceyuable/that at alltymes theendeofitis 
p2eruvyce to you. Ind thynke not the contrary fox 
other wyle itmape not be, Kemembzehowe thep 
cal! you fraple and falſe/andalwaye they ſcke en 
gyncsryght ſtraunge anddeceyuable with gre- 
tepayneandtrauaple foz totakeyouſoagonedo 
the to take Wylde beeſtes. Flee theyr gynnes mp 
labycs/flce they2 acquapntaunce vnder laughyn 
geof whomets lapped venymeryght full ofan- 
guyThe whiche bzyngeth one lyghtly to the dethe 
And thus that it pleaſe you my rpght redoubted 
ladycs todzawe tothe vertues and fleevycesto 

- -Encreace and multeplye our Cyte/andyetorciop 
. (cit well doynge. And me your ſeruaunt tobere 
conmended vnto you in praynge god Whichebp 
His gracein this wozlde graunte me fozto lyue/ 
and perleuer inhis holy ſeruyce / and at the-cude 
fobepytcousto mp gretc defautes/and graunte 
bothe vnto you and me the Jope whicheendurez 
euermoze. F AM» 7 


¶ Finis. 
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